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T  O 

William  Hippi/ley,  Efq; 


HOWEVER  furprized  you 
may  be  at  this  Dedication, 
the  World  would  have  been 
much  more  fo,  had  I  pre- 
fixed any  other  Name,  than 
that  of  the  Heir  of  the  late  Great  Mr. 
Trencb&rdi  who  as  he  had  appointed  you 
the  Succeflbr  to  his  Fortune,  it  would 
have  been  a  Kind  of  Profanation  to  put 
his  Works  under  any  other  Protection. 

That  I  have  annexed  the  detached 
Pieces  of  his  Coadjutor,  was  to  oblige 
A  2  fuch 


icir  other  Wri- 
^itimes  will  com- 
.^tcjCq  hope  you'll  excufe 
at  adding  them  to  His. 

An  Advantage  which   that  Gentle- 

tnan  always  gloried  in,  and  which  his  Pa- 
tron was  fo  gracious  to  permit.  It  would 
be  unjuft  to  Mr.  Gordon,  not  to  fay  how 
much  he  acknowledged  both  his  Fame 
and  Fortune  were  founded  on  his  Favour; 
and  was  indeed  proud  to  proclaim,  he 
was  the  Man  whom  Mr.  Trenchard  deign- 
ed to  honour,  and  whole  Intereft  he  was 
pleafed  to  promote. 

Confident  of  your  Pardon,  Sir,  I  /hall 
deviate  from  the  Rule  of  Dedicators  $  by 
reciting  the  Praifes  of  your  late  Relation, 
inftead  of  dwelling  on  Your's ;  convinced 
you  had  rather  deferve  than  receive 
them. 

Nothing  is  more  true  than  Mr.  Dry- 
fon's  Obfervation. 


On 
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On  Adamant  our  Wrongs  we  all  engrave, 
But  write  our  Benefits  upon  the  Wave. 

Other  wife  what  Caufc  can  be  afligned, 
that  his  Great  and  Difinterefted  Deeds; 
Great,  as  they  were  truly  Difinterefted, 
done  at  the  Hazard  of  his  Life  and  For- 
tune, (hould  lie  buried  from  the  World, 
and  in  Danger  of  total  Extinction. 

For  fuch  was  his  Zeal  in  his  Country's 
Service  at  the  Revolution,  to  venture  eve- 
ry Thing  in  Oppofirion  to  fuperior  Odds, 
when  to  be  vanquifhed  was  to  become  a 
Vidtim,  and  the  Block  muft  have  put  a 
Period  to  the  Patriot. 

Which  Profpeft  did  not  however  def- 
ter him  from  Affifting  the  Prince  of 
Orange  with  all  his  Fortune,  to  the 
Amount  of  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds, 
and  alfo  to  borrow  Twenty  Thoufand 
Pounds  more,  all  which  he  lent  him 
without  any  Advantage. 

So  vaft  a  Sum,  when  Caft  was  fo 
fcarce,  and  confequently  fo  much  the 
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more  valuable,  gave  his  Majefty  fuch  a 
powerful  Proof  of  his  Loyalty  to  his 
Country  and  Regard  for  him,  that  when 
it  was  moved  in  Council,  by  Lord  HaUi- 
fax,  foon  after,  to  take  him  into  Cufto- 
dy  for  writing  the  Hijiory  of  Standing 
Armies,  the  King  put  an  End  to  the  Af- 
fair, by  faying  :  No  Gentleman  he  was 
convinced  had  a  fincerer  Attachment  to 
his  Perfon,  or  wifhed  more  the  Profpe- 
rity  of  the  Kingdom.  And  therefore 
would  not  hear  of  the  leaft  Violence  or 
Affront  being  offered  to  One  for  whdm 
he  had  the  higheft  Honour. 

How  precious  ought  his  Memory  then 
to  be  to  Pofterity ;  who  ftand  fo  largely 
indebted  to  him  for  their  Liberties. 

It  would  fwell  this  Addrefs  to  a  Vo- 
lume, to  recount  all  his  noble  Tranfac- 
tions.  Suffice  it  therefore  to  obferve,  they 
all  were  of  the  fame  Tendency,  deduced 
from  the  fame  Principle,  and  directed  to 
the  fame  glorious  Purpofe. 

As  You,  Sir,  early  imbibed,  purfue 
his  Precepts,,  and  emulate  your  great 

Preceptor, 
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Preceptor,  Co  fhall  you  be  honoured  by 
all  the  eminently  Good  while  here,  and 
recorded  in  the  Annals  of  Glory  when 
gone.    I  am, 


SIR, 


With  Honour, 


Your  Mojl  Obliged,  and 


Devoted  fumble  Servant, , 


The  Editor, 


To  the  PUBLIC. 


WE  have  annexed  our  Authorities  for 
afcribing  thofe  Tradte  to  Mr.  Tren- 
cbardj  which  are  imputed  to  Him.  Mr. 
Collins,  who  was  intimate  with  both  him  and 
Mr.  Gordon,  has,  in  his  Catalogue,  afcertained 
mod  of  the  Pieces  here  inferted  ;  as  to  the 
others,  we  appeal  to  their  fcrviving  Friends 
for  the  Truth  of  our  aflerting,  JVe  know  them 
to  be  fo* 

1.  Argument  againjl  Standing  Armies,  i  ft  Part, 

1697 

2.  Argument,  &c.  2d  Part  1697 

3.  Anfwer  to  the  Ballancing  Letter,  by  the 

Author  of  the  Argument,  &c.  1697 

4.  Hiftory  of  Standing  Armies,  &c.  1698 

All  thefe  acknowledged  to  be  Mr.  Tren- 
tbard's,  and  fevemal  Times  printed  with 
his  Name. 

5.  thoughts  of  a  Member,  &c.  17 19 

6.  Reflections  on  the  Old  Whig  1 7 1 9 

7.  Comparifonef  the  Propofoh,  &c.  1720 
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$.  Confederations  on  the  Pullic  Debts,  &c 

172a 

9.  The  Natural  Hifiory  of  Superftition  1709 
For  the  Authority  of  thefe,  fee  the  Ar- 
ticle Trenchard  in  the  General  Dictionary  % 
likewife  Collins9  s  Catalogue  ift  Part  and 
Mr.  Gordon  refers  to  No.  8  as  Mr.  ¥ ren- 
chard's  in  one  of  his  Cato's  Letters. 

jo.  A  Letter  of  Thanks  from  the  Author  of  the 
Comparifon  of  the  Propofals  of  the  Bank 
<z#*/South-fea  Companies,  to  the  Author 
cf  the  Examination  of  the  South-fea 
Scheme,  &c. 

This  is  likewife  mentioned  in  the  Gent* 
ral  Dictionary  as  Mr.  Trewhard's* 
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jin  Argument^  Jhewing  that  a  Standing 
Army  is  inconfijlent  with  a  Free  Go- 
vcrnment,  and  abfolutely  dejlruftive  to 
the  Conftitution  of  the  Englifh  Moitar- 
chy.  By  J.  Trcnchard,  Ejq$An.  1697* 

DEDICATION, 

To  all  thofe  whom  it  may  concern. 
Qui  capit,  iile  facit. 

*  HE  N  J  con fider  your  great  Zeal  to  your  Coun- 
try, homo  much  you  have  expofed  y  our f elves  for 
its  Service,  and  how  little  you  have  improved 
your  own  Fortunes,  J  think  it  is  but  Jufiice  to  your  Merits  t* 
make  your  Encomiums  the  Preface  to  the  following  Difcourfe. 
*Tis  you  that  have  abated  the  Pride,  and  reduced  the  Lux- 
*ry  of  the  Kingdom :  You  have  been  the  Phyfcians  and  Di- 
vines of  the  Common  wealth,  ly  purging  it  of  that  Drofe 
and  Dung,  which  corrupts  the  Minds,  and  deftroys  the 

Souls 
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Souls  tf  Men.  You  have  convinced  us,  that  there  is  no 
Safety  in  Counfellors,  nor  Trufi  to  be  put  in  Ships  under 
your  Conduit. 

Tou  have  cleared  the  Seas,  not  of  Pirates,  but  of  our 
ewn  Merchants,  and  by  that  Means  have  made  our  Pri- 
fons  as  fo  many  Storehoufes  t&  replenijh  your  Troops.  In 
fine,  to  ufe  the  ExpreJJion  of  the  Pfalmift,  Your  Hearts 
are  unfearchable  for  Wifdom,  and  there  is  no  finding  out 
your  Underftanding.  When  J  confider  all  this,  and  com* 
pare  your  Merits  with  your  Preferments ,  how  came  you 
by  them,  and  your  Behaviour  in  them,  1  cannot  but  think  a 
Standing  Army,  a  Collateral  Security  to  your  Title  to  them, 
and  therefore  mufi  commend  your  Policy  in  promoting  it.  For 
by  thefe  Kings  reign,  and  Princes  decree  Juftice.  Thefe 
will  be  our  Magi f  rates,  who  will  not  bear  the  Sword  in 
vain.  Thefe,  like  the  Sons  of  Aaron,  will  wear  their  U- 
rim  and  Thummim  on  their  Backs  and  Breafis,  and  will 
Be  cur  Priefis,  who  will  hew  the  Sinners  to  pieces,  as  Sa- 
muel did  A  gag  before  the  Lord  in  Gilgal.  By  thefe  you 
will  be  able  to  teach  us  Pajfive  Obedience,  as  Men  having 
Author  ity,  and  not  as  the  Scribes.  Tou  will  have  your 
Reafons  in  your  Hands  againft  reftjiing  the  higher  Powers* 
and  will  prove  your  Jus  Divinum  by  the  Sword  of  the  Lord* 
and  of  Gideon. 

Your  Honours 
Moji  Obedient  Slave  and  Vaffah 

■A.B.CD.E.F-G. 
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A  N 

ARGUMENT, 

Shewing,  that  a 

Standing  Army 

Is  inconfiftcnt  with  a  Free  Government, 
and  abfolutely  deftrudtive  to  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  EngUJh  Monarchy. 

Anno  1697. 


DEDICATION. 

T0  all  thofe  whom  it  ?nay  concern. 
Qui  capit  ille  facit. 

WHEN  I  eonjider  your  great  Zeal  t$  ywr 
Country ,  hovj  much  you  have  expts^d  your- 
/elves  for  its  Service,  and  bovj  little  you 
have  improved  your  ovjn  Fortunes,  I  think  it  is  but  Ju- 
Jiice  to  your  Merits  to  make  your  Encomiums  the  Preface 
to  the  following  Difcourfe.  rTis  you  that  have  abated 
'the  Pride,  and  reduced  the  Luxury  of  the  Kingdom  :  Tea 
A  Z  have 
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have  been  the  Phyficians  and  Divines  of  the  Common* 
wealth,  by  purging  it  of  that  Drofs  and  Dung,  which 
corrupts  the  Minds,  and  defiroys  the  Souls  of  Men,  Ton 
have  convinced  us,  that  there  is  no  Safety  in  Counftllors, 
nor  Truft  to  he  put  in  Ships  under  your  Conduct. 

Tcu  have  cleared  the  Seas,  not  of  Pirates,  hut  of  our 
ewn  Merchants,  and  by  that  Means  have  made  our  Pri- 
fons  as  fo  many  Storehoufes  to  replenijb  your  Troops.  In 
fne,  to  ufe  the  Expreffion  of  the  Pjalmift,  Your  Hearts  are 
unfearchable  for  Wifdom,  and  there  is  no  finding  out 
jour  Underftanding.  When  I  conjider  all  this,  and  com- 
fare  your  Merits  vjith  your  Preferments,  how  came  you 
by  them,  and  your  Behaviour  in  them,  I  cannot  but  think 
«  Standing  Array  a  Collateral  Security  to  your  Title  to 
ihem,  and  therefore  muji  commend  your  Policy  in  promo- 
ting it.  For  by  thefe  Kings  reign,  and  Piinces  decree 
jufrice.  Thefe  will  be  our  Magif  rates,  who  will  not 
bear  the  Sword  in  vain.  Thefe,  like  the  Sons  of  Aaron, 
will  wear  their  Urim  and  Thummim  on  their  Backs  and 
Breajls,  and  v:ill  be  our  Priejis^  who  will  hew  the  Sin- 
ners to  pieces,  as  Samuel  did  Agag  before  the  Lord  in 
Gilgal.  By  thefe  ycu  will  be  able  to  teach  us  PaJJive  O- 
hcdience9  as  Men  having  Authority,  and  not  as  the 
Scribes.  Tcu  will  have  your  Reafons  in  yonr  Hands  a- 
gainjl  refejiing  the  higher  Powers,  and  will  prove  your 
jus  Divinum  by  the  Sw&rd  of  the  Lord,  and  of  Gi- 
deon. 


Yeur  Honours 


Mofi  Obedient  Slave  aviVaffal, 


A.  B.  C.  D.  E.  F.  G. 


A  N 
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An  Argument,  Jhewing  that  a 
Standing  Army,  is  inconfiftent 
with  a  Free  Government  ^  and 
abfolutely  deftru&ive  to  the  Con* 
jlitution  of  theEngliPnMonarchy. 

WHEN  I  confider  what  a  difmal  Scene  of 
Blood  and  Defolation  hath  appeared  upon 
the  Theatre  of  Europe  during  the  Growth 
and  Progrefs  of  the  French  Power,  I  can- 
not fufficiently  applaud  and  admire  our  thrice  happy 
Situation,  by  which  we  have  long  enjoy'd  an  uninter- 
rupted Courfe  of  Peace  and  Profperity,  whilft  our 
Neighbouring  Nations  have  been  miferably  harafled  by 
perpetual  War:  For  l)ing  open  to  continual  Invafion, 
they  can  never  enjoy  Quiet  and  Security,  nor  take  a 
found  Sleep,  but  Hercules  like,  with  Clubs  in  their 
Hands :  So  that  thefe  Halcyon  Days  which  we  enjoy 
amidft  fuch  an  univerfal  Hurricane,  muft  be  folely  at- 
tributed to  our  Tutelar  God  Neptune,  who  with  a  Guard 
of  winged  Courfers  fo  flrongly  intrenches  us,  that  we 
may  be  faid  to  be  media  infuperabiles  undd,  and  not 
unfitly  compar'd  to  the  Earth,  which  ftands  fix'd  and 
immoveable,  and  never  to  be  fliaken  but  by  an  internal 
Convulfion.  And  as  Nature  has  been  thus  liberal  to  us 
in  our  Situation,  fo  the  Luxuiiancy  of  our  Soil  makes 
it  productive  of  numerous  Commodities  fit  for  Trad s 
and  Commerce:  And  as  this  Trade  renders  us  Mailers 
of  the  Silver  and  Gold  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  without 
our  toiling  m  the  Mine,  fo  it  breeds  us  Multitudes  of 
able  bodied  and  fkilful  Seamen  to  defend  the  Treafures 
they  bring  home,  that  even  Luxury  itfelf,  which  has 
been  the  Bane  and  Deftru&ion  of  mod  Countries  where 
A3  it 
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it  has  been  predominant,  may  in  fomemeafure  be  eftcera- 
id  our  Prefervation,  by  breeding  up  a  Race  of  Men  ar 
mongfl  us,  whofe  Manner  of  Life  will  never  fufFer  them 
to  be  debauched,  or  enervated  with  Eafe  or  Idlenefs. 
Eut  we  have  one  thing  more  to  boaft  of  befrdes  all 
thefe  Felicities,  and  that  is,  of  being  Freemen  and  not; 
Slaves  in  this  unhappy  Age,  when  an  univerfal  Deluge 
of  Tyranny  has  overfpread  the  Face  of  the  whole 
Earth  ;  fo  that  this  is  the  Ark  out  of  which  if  the  Dove; 
be  fent  forth,  flic  will  find  no  Rcfting-piace  till  her  Re- 
turn. 

Our  Conftitution  is  a  limited  mix'd  Monarchy,  where 
the  King  enjoys  all  the  Prerogatives  necefTary  to  the 
Support  of  his  Dignity,  and  Protection  of  his  People, 
and  is  only  abridged  from  the  Power  of  injuring  his  owa 
Subjects :  In  fhort,  the  Man  is  loofe,  and  the  Beafl  only 
bound;  and  our  Government  may  truly  be  called  an 
Empire  of  Laws,  and  no*  of  Men  ;  for  every  Man  has, 
the  fame  Right  to  what  he  can  acquire  by  his  Labour 
and  Induflry,  as  the  King  hath  to  his  Crown,  and  tha 
meaneil  Subject  hath  his  Remedy  againft  him  in  his. 
Courts  at  Wcfminjtcr  :  No  Man  can  be  impriibned,  utv- 
iefs  he  has  tranfgreffed  a  Law  of  his  own  making,  nor 
be  try*d  but  by  his  Neighbours  ;  fo  that  we  enjoy  a 
Liberty  fcarce  known  to  the  anticnt  Greeks  and  R9- 
mans. 

And  left  the  extraordinary  Power  intruded  in  the 
Crown  mould  lean  towards  Arbitrary  Government,  or 
the  tumultuary  Licentioufnefs  of  the  People  mould  en- 
cline  towards  a  democracy,  the  Wifdom  of  our  Ance- 
flors  hath  initiated  a  middle  State,  viz.  of  Nobility, 
whofe  Intereft  it  is  to  trim  this  Boat  of  our  Common- 
wealth, and  to  fkreen  the  People  againft  the  Popularity 
of  the  Commons,  fince  if  either  Extream  prevail  fo  far 
as  to  opprefs  the  other,  they  are  fure  to  be  overwhelm- 
ed in  their  Ruin.  And  the  Meeting  of  thefe  three  States 
in  Parliament  is  what  we  call  our  Government :  for 
without  all  their  Confents  no  Law  can  be  made,  nor  a 
Penny  of  Money  levied  upon  the  Subjects ;  fo  that  the 
King's  Necefiities  do  often  oblige  him  to  fummon  this 
Court,  which  is  the  Grand  Inqueft  of  the  Kingdom, 
w.ber£  the  People  fpeak  boldly  their  Grievances,  and 
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catf  to  account  overgrown  Criminals,  who  arc  above  the 
Reach  of  ordinary  juftice  :  fo  that  the  Excellence  of  this 
Government  confilts  in  the  due  Ballance  of  the  feverai 
conftituent  Parts  of  it,  for  if  either  one  of  them  mould 
be  too  hard  for  the  other  two,  there  is  an  actual  Dif* 
folution  of  the  Conflitution  ;  but  whilft  we  can  conti- 
nue in  our  prefent  Condition,  we  may  without  Va- 
nity reckon  our  felves  the  happieft  People  in  the 
World. 

But  as  there  is  no  Degree  of  Human  Happinefs  but 
is  accompanied  with  fome  Defects,  and  the  ftrongeft 
Constitutions  are  molt  liable  to  certain  Difeafes ;  fo  the 
very  Excellence  of  our  Government  betrays  it  to  fome 
Inconvcniencies,  the  Wheels  and  Motions  of  it  being 
fo  curious  and  delicate  that  it  is  often  out  of  Gn!rry 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  apply  our  utmoil  Endeavours 
to  re&ify  and  prefcrve  it  :  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  more 
owing  to  the  Accident  of  our  Situation,  than  to  our 
own  Wifdom,  Integrity  or  Courage,  that  it  kas  yet  a 
Br i-*g  ;  when  we  ice  moft  Nations  in  Europe  over  rua 
with  Gppretfion  and  Slavery,  where  the  Lives,  Eilate* 
and  Liberties  of  the  People  are  fubject  to  the  lawlefs 
Fancy  and  Ambition  of  the  Prince,  and  the  Rapine  and 
l-nfolence  of  his  Officers ;  where  the  Nobility,  that  were 
formerly  the  bold  Affertors  of  their  Country's  Liberty, 
are  now  only  the  Enfigns  and  Ornaments  of  the  Tyran- 
ny, and  the  People  Beafts  of  Burden,  and  barely  kept 
alive  to  fupport  the  Luxury  and  Prodigality  of  their 
Matters. 

And  if  we  enquire  how  thefe  unhappy  Nations  have 
loft  that  precious  Jewel  Liberty,  and  we  as  yet  prefer v- 
ed  it,  we  (hall  find  their  Miferies  and  our  Happinefs 
proceed  from  this,  That  their  Necefiities  or  Indifcretion 
have  permitted  a  Standing  Army  to  be  kept  amongft 
them,  and  our  Situation  rather  than  our  Prudence,  hath 
as  yet  defended  us  from  it,  otherwifc  we  had  long  fince 
loft  what  is  the  moil  valuable  Thing  under  Heaven  : 
For,  as  I  faid  before,  our  Conftitution  depending  upon 
a  due  Ballance  between  King,  Lords  'and  Commons, 
and  that  Ballance  depending  upon  the  mutual  Occafions 
and  Neceflities  they  have  of  one  another ;  if  this  Cement 
be  once  broke,  there  is  an  actual  JDiffolution  of  the  Go- 
A  4,  vernment. 
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vernment.  Now  this  Ballance  can  never  be  preferved 
but  by  an  Union  of  the  natural  and  artificial  Strength 
of  the  Kingdom,  that  is,  by  making  the  Militia  to  con- 
fix of  the  fame  Perfons  as  have  the  Property ;  or  other- 
wife  the  Government  is  violent  and  againft. Nature,  and 
cannot  pofiibly  continue,  but  the  Ccnftitution  muft  ei- 
ther break  the  Army,  or  the  Army  will  deflroy  the  Con- 
flitution :  for  it  is  univerfally  true,' that  where- ever  the 
Militia  is,  there  is  or  will  be  the  Government  in  amort 
Time;  and  therefore  the  Inftitutors  of  this  Gotbick  Bal- 
lance (which  was  eftablifhed  in  all  Parts  of  Evrofe)  made 
the  Militia  to,  confift  of  the  fame  Parts  as  the  Govern- 
ment, where  the  King  was  General,,  the  Lords  by  virtue 
of  their  Caftles  and  Honours,  the  great  Commanders, 
and  the  Freeholders  by  their  Tenures  the  Body  of  the 
Army;  fo  that  it  was  next  to  impofTible  for  an  Army 
thus  conflituted  to  a£l  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Con- 
Citation,  uniefs  we  could  fuppofe  them  to  be  Felons  de 
fe.  A.nd  here  I  will  venture  to  ^ITert,  that  upon  no  o- 
ther  Foundation  than  this,  can  any  Nation  long  preferve 
its  Freedom,  uniefs  feme  very  particular  Accidents  con- 
tribute to  it ;  and  I  hope  I  mall  make  it  appear,  that 
no  Naiion  ever  preferved  its  Liberty,  that  maintained 
an  Army  otherwife  conftituted  within  the  Scat  of  their 
Government:  And  let  us  flatter  ourfelves  as  much  as 
we  pleafe,  what  happened  Yefterday,  will  come  10  pafs 
again  ;  and  the  fame  Caufcs  will  produce  like  EfTedts  in 
all  Ages. 

And  here  I  can't  avoid  taking  Notice  of  fome  Gen- 
tlemen who  a  few  Years  fince  were  the  pretended  Pa- 
triots of  their  Country,  who  had  nothing  in  their 
Mouths  but  the  facred  Name  of  Liberty,  who  in  the 
late  Reigns  could  hardly  afford  the  King  the  Preroga- 
tive, that  was  due  to  him,  and  which  was  abfolutely  ne- 
celTary  to  put  in  motion  this  Machine  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  to  make  the  Springs  and  Wheels  of  it  act  na- 
turally, and  perform  their  Function:  I  fay,  thefe  Gen- 
tlemen that  could  r  ot  with  Patience  hear  of  the  King's 
ordinary  Guards,  can  now  difcourfe  familiarly  of  twen- 
ty thoufand  Men  to  be  maintained  in  Times  of  Peace  ; 
and  the  odious  Excufe  they  give  for  this  infamous  Apo- 
ifcicy  is,  That  if  they  mould  not  gratify  the  Court  In 
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this  modeft  Requeft,  another  Party  may  be  careffed  who 
will  grant  this,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  is  afked,  and  then 
they  fay  Matters  will  be  much  worfe ;  as  if  Arbitrary 
Government  was  a  different  Thing  in  their  Hands  from 
what  it  is  in  others,  or  that  the  Lineaments  and  Fea- 
tures of  Tyranny  would  become  graceful  and  lovely 
when  they  are  its  Valet  de  Cbatnbres.  But  let  them  not 
deceive  themfelves,  for  if  they  think  to  make  their  Court 
this  Way,  they  will  quickly  find  themfelves  outflattered 
by  the  Party  they  fear,  who  have  been  long  the  Dar- 
lings of  Arbitrary  Power,  and  whofe  Principles  as  well 
as  Practices  teach  them  to  be  Enemies  to  all  the  legal 
Rights,  and  juft  Liberties  of  their  Native  Country  ;  and 
fo  thefe  wretched  Bunglers  will  be  made  ufe  of  only  to 
bring  toge  her  the  Materials  of  Tyranny,  and  then  mult 
give  Place  to  more  expert  Architects  to  finiih  the 
Building. 

And  though  we  are  fecure  from  any  Attempts  of  this 
Kind  during  the  Reign  of  a  Prince  who  hath  refcued 
us  from  a  Captivity  equal  to  what  Mo/es  redeemed  the 
People  of  Ifrael  from  :  A  Prince  whofe  Life  is  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  Prefervation  of  Europe,  that  both  Prote- 
5bnt  and  Popifh  Princes  have  forgot  their  ancient  Ma- 
xims, and  laid  afide  their  innate  Animofities,  and  made 
it  their  common  Intereft  to  chufe  him  their  Patron  and 
Protector :  A  Prince  in  whom  we  know  no  Vices  but 
what  have  been  efteemed  Vertues  in  other*,  *vik.  his 
undeferved  Clemency  to  his  Enemies,  and  his  expofing 
too  much  that  Life  upon  which  depends  not  only  our 
Safety,  but  the  Liberties  of  all  Europe,  and  the  Prote* 
ftant  Religion  through  the  World  :  I  fay,  was  this  mcfit 
excellent  Prince  to  be  immortal  (as  his  Great  and  Glo- 
rious Actions)  we  ought  in  common  Prudence  to  aban- 
don all  Thoughts  of  Setf- prefervation',  and  wholly  to 
rely  on  his  Care  and  Conduct.  But  flnce  no  Vertue 
nor  Pitch  of  Glory  will  exempt  him  from  paying  the 
common  Debt  to  Nature,  but  Death  hath  a  Scythe 
which  cuts  off  the  moil  noble  Lives ;  we  ought  not  to 
intruft  any  Power  with  him,  which  we  don't  think  pro- 
per to  be  continued  to  his  SuccefTors ,  and  doubtlefs  our 
great  Benefactor  will  not  regret  this,  or  any  thing  elfe 
that  can  reaftmably  be  demanded  in  order  to  compU-at 
A  5  that 
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that  Deliverance  fo  far  advanced  by  his  invincible  Cou- 
rage and  Conduct;  for  to  fet  us,  like  Mofes,  within 
View  of  the  Promifed  Land;  with  a  ne  plus  ultra,  is  the 
greateft  of  all  Human  Infelicities,  and  fuch  I  mall  al- 
ways take  our  Cafe  to  be,  whilft  a  Standing  Army  muft 
be  kept  up  to  prey  upon  our  Entrails,  and  which  muft 
in  the  Hands  of  an  ill  Prince  (which  we  have  the  Mif- 
fortune  frequently  to  meet  with)  infallibly  deftroy  our 
Confutation.  And  this  is  fo  evident  and  important  a 
Truth,  that  no  Legiflator  ever  founded  a  free  Govern- 
ment, but  avoided  this  Carihdis,  as  a  Rock  againft  which 
his  Commonwealth  muft  certainly  be  fhipwrack'd,  as 
the  Ifraelites,  Athenians,  Corinthians,  Achaians,  Lacede- 
monians, Thebans,  Samnites,  and  Romans ;  none  of  which 
Nations  whilft  they  kept  their  Liberty  were  ever  known 
to  maintain  any  Soldiers  in  conftant  Pay  within  their 
Cities,  or  ever  fuffered  any  of  their  Subjects  to  makt 
War  their  Profeflion ;  well  knowing  that  the  Sword  and 
Sovereignty  always  march  Hand  in  Hand,  and  therefore 
they  trained  their  own  Citizens  and  the  Territories  about 
them  perpetually  in  Arms,  and  their  whole  Common- 
wealths by  this  Means  became  fo  many  feveral  formed 
jVlilitias :  A  general  Exercife  of  the  beft  of  their  People 
in  theUfe  of  Arms,  was  the  only  Bulwark  of  their  Li- 
berties ;  this  was  reckon'd  the  fureft  Way  to  preferv* 
them  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  People  being  fe- 
cured  thereby  as  well  againft  the  Domeftick  Affronts  of 
any  of  their  own  Citizens,  as  againft  the  Foreign  Inva- 
fions  of  ambitious  and  unruly  Neighbours.  Their  Arms 
were  never  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  any  who  had  not 
an  Intereft  in  preferving  the  Public  Peace,  who  fought 
pro  Arts  Iff  Focis,  and,  thought  themfelves  fufficiently 
paid  by  repelling  Invaders,  that  they  might  with  Free- 
dom return  to  their  own  Affairs.  In  thofe  Days  there 
was  no  Difference  between  the  Citizen,  the  Soldier,  and 
the  Huflbandman,  for  all  promifcuoufly  took  Arms  when 
the  public  Safety  required  it,  and  afterwards  laid  them 
down  with  more  Alacrity  than  they  took  them  up  :  So 
that  we  find  amongft  the  Romans  the  beft  and  braveft  of 
their  Generals  came  from  the  Plough,  contentedly  re* 
turning  when  the  Work  was  over,  and  never  demanded 
their  Triumph*  till  they  had  laid  down  their  Commands, 
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and  reduced  themfelves  to  the  State  of  private  Men. 
Nor  do  we  find  that  this  famous  Commonwealth  ever 
permitted  a  Depofition  of  their  Arms  in  any  other 
Hands,  till  their  Empire  increafing,  Neceflity  contain- 
ed them  to  erect  a  conftant  ftipendiary  Soldiery  abroad 
in  Foreign  Parts,  either  for  the  holding  or  winning  of 
Provinces?  Then  Luxury  increafing  with  Dominion,  the 
ftrict  Rule  and  Difcipline  of  Freedom  foon  abated,  and 
Forces  were  kept  at  home,  which  foon  prov'd  of  fuch 
dangerous  Confequence,  that  the  People  were  forced  to 
make  a  Law  to  employ  them  at  a  convenient  Biftance ; 
which  was,  that  if  any  General  marched  over  the  River 
Rubicon,  he  mould  be  declared  a  public  Enemy  ;  and  in 
the  Pafiage  of  that  River  this  following  Infcription  was 
creeled,  Imferator  Ji<ve  miles,  five  Tyr annus  armatus  quif~ 
quis  fijfito,  <vexillumque  armaque  doponito9  nec  citra  hune 
amnem  trajicito  :  And  this  made  Cefar  when  he  had 
prefumed  to  pafs  this  River,  to  think  of  nothing  but 
preffing  on  to  the  total  Opprcifton  of  the  Empire,  which 
he  fhortly  after  obtained. 

Nor,  as  I  faid  before,  did  any  Nation  deviate  from*, 
tkefe  Rules  but  they  loft  their  Liberty  ;  and  of  this  kind 
there  are  infinite  Examples,  out  of  which  I  mall  give  a 
few  in  feveral  Ages,  which  are  moft  known,  and  occur 
to  every  one's  Reading. 

The  firft  Example  I  mall  give  is  of  Pifijtratus,  who 
artificially  prevailing  with  the  Athenians  to  allow  him 
fifty  Guards  for  the  Defence  of  his  Perfon,  he  fo  im- 
proved that  Number,  that  he  feiz'd  upon  the  Caftle  and 
Government,  deftroy'd  the  Commonwealth,  and  made 
himfelf  Tyrant  of  Athens. 

The  Corinthians  being  in  Apprehenfion  of  their  Ene- 
mies, made  a  Decree  for  four  hunired  Men  to  be  kept 
to  defend  their  City,  and  gave  Tymophanes  the  Command 
over  them,  who  overturned  their  Government,  cut  pfF 
all  the  principal  Citizens,  and  proclaim'd  himfelf  King 
of  Corinth. 

Agathocles  being  the  Caprain-General  of  the  Syracu- 
Rans,  got  fuch  an  Intereft  in  the  Army,  that  he  cut  all 
the  Senators  to  pieces,  and  the  richeft  of  the  People, 
and  made  himfejf  their  King. 

The 
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The  Romans  for  fear  of  the  Teutones  and  Cimbri,  who 
like  vafl  Inundations  threatned  their  Empire,  chofe  Ma~ 
rim  their  General,  and,  contrary  to  the  Conftitution  of 
their  Government,  continued  him  five  Years  in  his  Com- 
mand, which  gave  him  fuch  Opportunity  to  infinuate, 
and  gain  an  Intereft  in  their  Army,  that  he  opprefled 
their  Liberty  ;  and  to  this  were  owing  all  the  Miferies, 
MafTacres,  and  Ruins  which  that  City  fuffered  under  him 
and  Sy/la,  who  made  the  beft  Blood  in  the  World  run 
like  Water  in  the  Streets  of  Rcme,  and  turn'd  the 
whole  City  into  a  Shambles  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry 
and  People. 

The  fame  Thing  enabled  Cefar  totally  to  overthrow 
that  famous  Commonwealth  ;  for  the  Prolongation  of 
his  Commiffioa  in  Gaul  gave  him  an  Opportunity  to 
debauch  his  Army,  and  then  upon  a  pretended  Difguft 
he  marched  to  Rome,  drove  out  the  Senators,  feiz'd  the 
Treafury,  fought  their  Forces,  and  made  himfelf  perpe- 
tual Di&ator. 

Olivarctto  di  Fermo  defired  Leave  of  his  Fellow-Citi- 
zens, that  he  might  be  admitted  into  their  Town  with 
a  hundred  Horfe  of  his  Companions ;  which  being  grant- 
ed, he  put  to  the  Sword  all  the  principal  Citizens,  and 
proclaimed  himfelf  their  Prince. 

Francis  Sforza  being  General  of  the  Milanefe,  ufurp- 
cd  upon  them,  and  made  himfelf  Duke  of  Milan, 

After  Chrijliern  the  Second  King  of  Denmark  had 
sonquer'd  SweJtn,  he  invited  all  the  Senators  and  No- 
bility to  a  magnificent  Entertainment,  where  after  he 
had  treated  them  highly  for  two  Days,  he  mo  ft  barba- 
roufly  butchered  them  None  efcaped  this  MaHacre  but 
the  brave  Gufiawus  Ericfoxy  who  was  then  a  Prifoner ; 
but  he  afterwards  efcaping  through  a  thoufand  Difficul- 
ties, by  his  good  Fortune,  Courage  and  Conduct,  drove 
the  Danes  out  of  Sweden,  and  reftorM  the  Swedes  to 
their  antient  Kingdom.  Nothing  then  was  thought  too 
great  for  their  generous  Deliverer,  every  Mouth  was 
full  of  his  Praifes,  and  by  the  Univerfal  Voice  of  the 
"People  he  was  chofen  their  King ;  and  to  confummate 
the  iait  Teftimony  of  their  Gratitude,  they  trufted  him 
with  an  Army  :  but  they  fcon  found  their  Miftake,  for 
it  coii  1km  their  liberty  $    and  h&Ying  granted  that 
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Unum  magnum,  it  was  too  late  to  difpute  any  thing  elfe : 
His  Succeffors  having  been  pleafed  to  take  all  the  reft\ 
and  now  they  remain  the  miserable  Examples  of  too  cre- 
dulous Generofuy. 

The  Story  of  Denmark  is  fo  generally  known,  and  fo 
well  related  by  a  late  excellent  Author,  that  it  would  be 
Impertinence  in  me  to  repeat  it ;  only  this  I  will  obferve, 
that  if  the  King  had  not  had  an  Army  at  his  Command, 
the  Nobles  had  never  delivered  up  their  Government. 

Our  Countryman  Oliver  Cromivel  turned  out  that  Par- 
liament under  which  heferved,  and  who  had  got  Immor- 
tal Honour  through  the  whole  World  by  their  great 
Aclions;  and  this  he  effected  by  the  Amflance  of  an  Ar- 
my, which  mull  be  allowed  to  have  had  as  much  Virtue, 
Sobriety,  and  publick  Spirit,  as  hath  been  been  known  in 
the  World  fince  amongft  that  Sort  of  Men. 

The  laft  Initance  1  mall  give,  is  of  a  Freneh  Colony, 
as  I  remember  in  the  Wtft-lndhs,  who  having  War  with 
the  neighbouring  Indian* ,  and  being  tired  in  their  March 
with  the  Extremity  of  Heat,  made  their  Slaves  carry 
their  Arms,  who  taking  that  Opportunity  fell  upon  them, 
and  cut  them  to  Pieces:  A  juft  Punrfhment  for  their 
Folly.  And  this  will  always  be  the  Fate  of  thofe  that 
truft  their  Arms  out  of  their  own  Hands :  For  it  is  a  ri- 
diculous Imagination  to  conceive  Men  will  be  Servants, 
when  they  can  be  Mailers.  Aid  as  Mr.  Harrington, 
judicioufly  obferves,  whatever  Nation  fuffers  their  Ser- 
vants to  carry  their  Arms,  their  Servants  will  make  them 
hold  their  Trenchers.  ' 

Some  People  object,  that  the  Republicks  of  Venice  and 
Holland  are  Inftances  to  difprove  my  Affertion,  who  both 
keep  great  Armies,  and  yet  have  not  loft  their  Liberty. 
I  anfvver,  that  neither  keep  any  ftanding  Forces  within 
the  Seats  of  their  Government,  that  is,  within  the  City 
of  Venice^  or  the  great  Towns  of  the  United  Prsvinces  ; 
but  they  defend  thefe  by  their  own  Burghers,  and  quar- 
ter their  Mercenaries  in  their  conquered  Countries,  <viz> 
the' Venetians,  in  Greece,  and  the  Continent  of  Italy,  and 
the  Dutch  in  Brabant  and  Flanders ;  and  the  Situation  of 
thefe  States  makes  their  Armies,  fo  potted,  not  dangerous 
to  them ;  for  the  Venetians  cannot  be  attacked  without  a 
¥ ket;  nor  ;he  Dutd  fre  SYer  cojwjucrsd  by  their  own 

Forces* 
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Forces,  their  Country  being  fo  full  of  ftrong  Towns; 
fortified  both  by  Art  and  Nature,  and  defended  by  their 
own  Citizens,  that  it  would  be  a  fruitlefs  Attempt  for 
their  own  Armies  to  invade  them  ;  for  if  they  mould 
march  againft  any  of  their  Cities,  'tis  but  ihutting  up 
their  Gates,  and  the  Defign  is  fpoiled. 

But  if  we  admit  that  an  Army  might  be  confiftent  with 
Freedom  in  a  Commonwealth,  yet  it  is  otherwife  in  a 
free  Monarchy ;  for  in  the  former  'tis  wholly  in  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  the  People,  who  nominate,  appoint,  difcard, 
and  punifh  the  Generals  and  Officers  as  they  think  fit, 
and  'tis  certain  Death  to  make  any  Attempt  upon  their 
Liberties ;  whereas  in  the  latter,  the  King  is  perpetual 
General,  may  model  the  Army  as  he  pleads,  and  it  will 
be  called  High-treafon  to  oppofe  him. 

And  though  fome  Princes,  as  the  Family  of  the  Me- 
diets,  Lewis  theXIth,  and  others  laid  the  Foundation  of 
their  Tyrannies  without  the  immediate  Affiftance  of  an 
Army,  yet  they  all  found  an  Army  neceflary  to  eftablifh 
them ;  or  otherwife  a  little  Experience  in  the  People  or 
the  Change  of  their  Condition,  would  have  made  them 
difgorge  in  a  Day,  that  ill-gotten  Power  they  had  been 
acquiring  for  an  Age. 

This  Subjedl  is  fo  felf-evident,  that  Iamalmoft  afham'd 
to  prove  it ;  For  if  we  look  through  the  World,  we  mall 
find  in  no  Country,  Liberty  and  an  Army  Hand  together ; 
fo  that  to  know  whether  a  People  are  Free  or  Slaves,  it  is 
neceflary  only  to  aflc,  whether  there  is  an  Army  kept 
amongft  them?  And  the  Solution  of  that  preliminary 
Queftion  refolves  the  Doubt :  As  we  fee  in  China,  India, 
Tartary,  Perjta,  Ethiopia,  Turkey,  Morocco,  Mu/coty, 
Aujlria,  France,  Portugal,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Tufcany, 
and  all  the  little  Principalities,  of  Germany  and  Italy, 
where  the  People  live  in  the  moft  abandoned  Slavery;  and 
in  Countries  where  no  Armies  are  kept  within  the  Seat  of 
their  Government,  the  People  are  free,  as  Poland,  Bif~ 
cay,  Switzerland,  the  Grifons,  Venice,  Holland,  Genoa, 
Geneva,  Ragufa,  Algiers,  Tunis,  Hamhorough,  Lubeck, 
all  the  free  Towns  in  Germany,  and  England  and  Scot- 
land before  the  late  Reigns,  This  Truth  is  fo  obvious, 
that  the  moft  barefaced  Advocates  for  an  Army  do  not 
dircdtfy  deny  it,  but  qualify  the  Matter  by  telling  us,  that 
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a  Number  not  exceeding  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  Mea 
are  a  Handful  to  fo  populous  a  Nation  as  this  :  Now  I 
think  that  Number  will  bring  as  certain  Ruin  upon  us, 
as  if  they  were  as  many  Millions,  and  I  will  give  my 
-    Reafonsfor  it. 

It  is  the  Misfortune  of  all  Countries,  that  they  fome- 
times  lie  under  an  unhappy  Neceflity  to  defend  them- 
felves  by  Arms  againft  the  Ambition  of  their  Gover- 
nors, and  to  fight  for  what's  their  own ;  for  if  a  Prince 
will  rule  us  with  a  Rod  of  Iron,  and  invade  our  Laws 
and  Liberties,  and  neither  be  prevailed  upon  by  our  Mi- 
feries,  Supplications,  or  Tears,  we  have  no  Power  upon 
Earth  to  appeal  to,  and  therefore  muft  patiently  fubmit 
to  our  Bondage,  or  Hand  upon  our  own  Defence ;  which 
if  we  are  enabled  to  do,  we  fhall  never  be  put  upon  it, 
but  our  Swords  may  grow  rufty  in  our  Hands :  For  that 
Nation  is  fureft  to  live  in  Peace,  that  is  moft  capable  of 
making  War ;  and  a  Man  that  hath  a  Sword  by  his  Side, 
fliall  have  leaft  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  it.  Now  I  fay, 
if  the  King  hath  twenty  thoufand  Men  before  hand  with 
us,  or  much  lefs  than  half  that  Number,  the  People  caa 
make  no  Effort  to  defend  their  Liberties,  without  the 
AfHftance  of  a  Foreign  Power,  which  is  a  Remedy  moft 
commonly  as  bad  as  the  Difeafe ;  and  if  we  have  not  a 
Power  within  ourfelves  to  defend  our  Laws,  we  have  no 
Government. 

For  England  being  a  fmall  Country,  few  ftrong  Towns 
in  it,  and  thofe  in  the  King's  Hands,  the  Nobility  dif- 
armed  by  the  Definition  of  Tenures,  and  the  Militia 
not  to  be  raifed  but  by  the  King's  Command,  there  can 
be  no  Force  levied  in  any  Part  of  England,  but  muft  be 
deflroyed  in  its  Infancy  by  a  few  Regiments  :  For  what 
will  three  or  four  thoufand  naked  and  unarm'd  Men  fig- 
nify  againft  as  many  Troops  of  mercenary  Soldiers  ? 
What  if  they  fhould  come  into  the  Field,  -and  fay  you 
muft  choofe  thefe  and  thefe  Men  your  Reprefentatives ; 
where  is  your  Choice  ?  What  if  they  fhould  fay,  Parlia- 
ments are  feditious  and  factious  Afiemblies,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  abolifhed  ;  what  is  become  of  your  Freedom  * 
Or  if  they  fhould  encompafs  the  Parliament-houfe,  and 
threaten  if  they  do  not  furrender  up  their  Government, 
they  will  put  them  to  the  Sword  i  what  is  become  of  the 
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old  Englljh  Conflitution  ?  Thefe  Things  may  be,  an  J 
have  been  done  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  World  ;  What  is 
it  that  caufeth  the  Tyranny  of  the  Turks  at  this  Day,  but 
Servants  in  Arms?  What  is  it  that  preferved  the  glorious 
Commonwealth  of  Rome,  but  Swords  in  the  Hands  of 
its  Citizens  ? 

And  if  befides  this,  we  confider  the  great  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  vad  Jntereft  the  King  has  and 
may  acquire  by  the  Diflnbution  of  fo  many  profitable 
Offices  of  the  Houfhohi,  of  the  Revenue,  of  Statt,  of 
Law,  of  Religion,  and  the  Navy,  together  with  the 
Affiiiance  of  a  powerful  Party,  who  have  been  always  the 
faft  and  conllant  Friends  to  arbitrary  Power,  whole  only 
Quarrel  to  his  prefent  Majefiy  is,  that  he  has  knocked  off 
the  Chains  and  fetters  they  thought  they  had  locked  fail 
upon  us ;  a  Party,  who  hath  once  engaged  us  in  an  un- 
happy Quarrel  amongft  ourfelves  (the  Confequence  of 
whicii  I  dread  to  name)  and  fmce  in  a  tedious  and  charge- 
able War,  at  the  vail  Expence  of  Blood  and  Treafure, 
to  avoid  that  Captivity  they  had  prepared  for  us :  I  fay, 
if  any  one  confiders  this,  he  will  be  convinced  that  we 
have  enough  to  do  to  guard  ourfelves  againft  the  Power 
of  the  Court,  without  having  an  Army  thrown  into  the 
Scalcagaintt  us :  And  we  have  found  oftner  than  once, 
by  too  fatal  Experience  the  Truth  of  this ;  for  if  we  look 
back  to  thelaie  Reigns,  we  mall  fee  this  Nation  brought 
to  the  Brink  of  Denru&ion,  and  Breathing  out  the  Tall: 
Gafp  of  their  Liberty  ;  and  it  is  more  owing  to  our  good 
Fortune,  than  to  any  Effort  we  were  able  to  make,  that 
we  elcaped  the  fatal  Blow. 

And  I  believe  no  Man  will  deny,  but  if  Charles  the 
Firfl  had  hud  five  thoufand  Men  before  hand  with  us,  the 
People  had  never  flruck  a  Stroke  for  their  Liberties;  or 
if  the  late  King  Jsmes  would  have  been  contented  with 
Arbirary  Power  without  bringing  in  Popery,  both  he  and 
his  Black-Guards  would  have  bound  us  Hand  and  Foot 
before  this  Time  :  But  when  their  ill  contrived  OpprefTion 
came  Home  to  their  own  Doors,  they  quickly  mewed 
the  World  how  different  a  Thing  it  was  to  fuffer  them- 
felves,  and  to  make  other  People  fuffer,  and  fo  we  came 
by  our  Deliverance;  and  though  the  late  King  had  the 
Nobility,  Gfntry,  Qetgy,  People,  and  his  own  Army 
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agalnfl  him,  and  we  had  a  very  wife  and  couragious  Princs 
nearly  related  io  the  Crown,  and  packed  by  a  powerful 
State,  for  our  Protector,  yet  we  account  this  Revolution 
next  to  a  Miracle. 

I  will  add  here,  that  moft  of  the  Nations  I  inftanced 
before  were  enflaved  by  fmall  Armies :  Oliver  Cromwel 
left  behind  him  but  17000  Men  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, who  was  the  Darling  of  the  People,  was  fup- 
prefied  with  two  thoufand  ;  nay,  C<efar  feized  Rome  itfelf 
with  five  thoufand,  and  fought  the  Battle  of  Pharfalia, 
where  the  Fate  of  the  World  was  decided,  with  twenty 
two  thoufand ;  and  moft  of  the  Revolutions  of  the  jRo* 
man  and  Ottoman  Empires  fince,  were  caufed  by  the 
Fretorian  Bands,,  and  the  Court  Janizaries ;  the  former  of 
which  never  exceeded  eight,  nor  the  latter  twelve  thou- 
fand Men :  And  if  no  greater  Numbers  could  make  fuch 
Difturbances  in  thofe  vaft  Empires,  what  will  double  the 
Force  do  with  us  ?  And  they  themfelves  confefs  it,  when 
they  argue  for  an  Army  ;  for  they  tell  us  we  may  be  fur- 
prized  with  ten  or  fifteen  thoufand  Men  from  France, 
and  having  no  regular  Force  to  oppofe  them,  they  will 
over-run  the  Kingdom.  Now  if  io  fmall  a  Force  can 
oppofe  the  King,  the  Militia,  with  the  united  Power  of 
the  Nobility,  Gentry  and  Commons,  what  will  an  equal 
Power  do  againft  the  People,  when  fupported  by  th« 
Royal  Authority,  and  a  never  failing  Intereft  that  will 
attend  it,  except  when  it  adls  for  the  publick  Good  ? 

But  we  are  told  this  Army  is  not  defign'd  to  be  made 
a  Part  of  our  Conftitution,  but  to  be  kept  only  for  a  little 
Time,  till  the  Circumftances  of  Europe  will  better  permit 
us  to  be  without  them.  But  I  would  know  of  thefe 
Gentlemen,  when  they  think  that  Time  will  be  ?  Will  it 
be  during  the  Life  of  King  James,  or  after  his  Death  f 
Shall  we  have  lefs  to  fear  from  the  Youth  and  Vigour  of 
the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  than  now  from  an  unhap- 
py Man  finking  under  the  Load  of  Age  and  Misfortunes? 
Or  will  France  be  more  capable  of  offending  us  juft  after 
this  tedious  and  confumptive  War,  than  hereafter,  when 
it  has  had  a  breathing  Time  to  repair  the  Calamities  it  has 
fufYered  by  it  ?  No  :  We  can  never  difband  our  Army  with 
fo  much  Safety  as  at  this  Time;  and  this  is  well  known 
by  thefe  Confgirators  agaiaft  their  Country,  who  are  fa- 
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tisfled  that  a  Continuation  of  them  now,  is  an  Eftablifc 
ment  of  them  for  ever:  For  vvhilft  the  Circumftances  of. 
Europe  Hand  in  the  prefent  Pofture,  the  Argument  will  be 
equal  to  continue  them  ;  if  the  State  of  Europe  mould  al- 
ter to  the  Advantage  of  France,  the  Reafon  will  grow, 
ftronger,  and  we  mail  be  told  we  mud  increafe  our 
Number :  But  if  there  mould  be  fuch  a  Turn  of  Affairs 
in  the  World,  that  we  were  no  longer  in  Apprehenfion  of 
the  French  Power,  they  may  be  kept  up  without  our  Af- 
ilftance  ;  nay,  the  very  Difcontents  they  may  create  mall 
he  made  an  Argument  for  the  continuing  of  them.  But 
if  they  mould  be  kept  from  opprefling  the  People,  in  a 
little  Time  they  will  grow  habitual  to  us,  and  almoit  be- 
come a  Part  of  our  Constitution,  and  by  Degrees  we  mall 
be  brought  to  believe  them  not  only  not  dangerons,  but 
necefiary ;  for  every  Body  fees,  but  few  undcrftand,  and 
thofe  few  will  never  be  able  to  perfuade  the  Multitude 
that  there  is  any  Danger  in  thofe  Men  they  have  lived 
quietly  with  for  fome  Years ,  efpecially  when  the  difband- 
ing  them  will  (as  they  will  be  made  believe)  cod  them, 
more  Money  out  of  their  own  Pockets  to  maintain  a  Mi- 
litia, and  of  this  we  have  had  already  an  unhappy  Ex- 
perience. For  Charles  the  Second  being  connived  at  in 
keeping  a  few  Guards  (which  were  the  firft  ever  known 
to  an  Englijh  King  befides  his  Penfioners,  and  his  Beef- 
caters)  he  infenfibly  increafed  their  Number,  till  he  left 
a  Body  of  Men  to  his  Succefibr,  great  enough  to  tell  the 
Parliament,  he  would  be  no  longer  bound  by  the  Laws 
he  had  fworn  to ;  and  under  the  Shelter  and  Protection  of 
thefe  he  raifed  an  Army  that  had  put  a  Period  to  our  Go- 
vernment, if  a  Complication  of  Caufes  (which  may  never 
happen  again)  had  not  prefented  the  Prince  of  Orangs 
with  a  Conjuncture  to  aflert  his  own  and  the  Nation'* 
Rights.  And  though  we  have  fo  lately  efcaped  this  Pre- 
cipice, yet  Habit  has  made  Soldiers  fo  familiar  to  us,  that 
fome  who  pretend  to  be  zealous  for  Liberty,  fpeak  of  it 
as  a  Hardfliip  to  his  prefent  Majefly,  to  refufe  him  a* 
many  Men  as  his  PredeceiTors,  not  confidering  that  the 
raifing  them  then  was  a  Violation  of  our  Laws,  and  that 
his  Government  is  built  upon  the  Deftru&ion  of  theirs, 
and  can  no  more  Hand  upon  the  fame  Rubbifh,  than  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  be  founded  in  Unrighteoufnefs. 
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But  the  Confpirators  fay,  we  need  be  in  no  Apprehen- 
sions of  Slavery,  whilft  we  keep  the  Power  of  tJie  Purfe 
in  our  own  Hands :  Which  is  very  true;  but  they  do  not 
tell  us  that  he  has  the  Power  of  raifmg  Money,  to  whom 
no  one  dares  rcfufe  it. 

Arma  tenentt 
Omnia  dat  qui  jufia  negate 

for  'tis  as  certain  that  an  Army  will  raife  Money,  as  that- 
Money  will  raife  an  Army ;  but  if  this  Courfe  be  too  de- 
fperate,  'tis  but  {hutting  up  the  Exchequer,  and  difoblige- 
ing  a  few  Tally- Jobbers  ( who  have  bought  them  for  fifty 
per  Cent.  Difcount)  and  there  will  be  near  three  Millions 
a  Year  ready  cut  and  dryed  for  them:  And  whoever 
doubts  whether  fuch  a  Method  as  this  is  practicable,  let 
him  look  back  to  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Second.  And 
I  am  afraid  the  Officers  of  the  Exchequer  have  not  much 
reafon  to  value  themfelves  for  their  Payments  in  this 
Reign  :  At  lead  the  Purchafers  of  the  Annuities  are  of 
that  Opinion,  and  would  be  apt  to  entertain  fome  unfea.- 
fonable  Suspicions,  if  they  had  not  greater  Security  from 
his  Majefly's  Virtue,  than  the  Juftice  of  fuch  Minifters. 
But  if  we  could  fuppofe  (whatever  is  the  Fate  of  other 
Countries)  that  our  Courtiers  defign  Nothing  but  the 
Kublick  Good,  yet  we  ought  not  to  hazajtfl  fuch  unufual 
Virtue  by  leading  it  into  Temptation,  which  is  Part  of 
our  daily  Duty  to  pray  againft.  But  I  am  afraid  we  do 
not  live  in  an  Age  of  Miracles,  efpecially  of  that  Sort} 
our  Heroes  are  made  of  a  coarfer  Allay,  and  have  too 
much  Drofs  mixed  with  their  Conftitutions  for  fuch  re- 
fined Principles :  For  in  the  little  Experience  I  have  had 
in  the  World,  I  have  obferved  moll  Men  to  do  as  much 
Mifchief  as  lay  in  their  Power,  and  therefore  am  fordeaI« 
ing  with  them  as  we  do  with  Children  and  mad  Men,  that 
is  take  away  all  Weapons  by  which  they  may  do  either 
themfelves  or  others  an  Injury:  As  I  think  the  Sheep  in 
Boccaline  made  a  prudent  Addrefs  to  Apollo,  when  they 
defired,  that  for  the  future  Wolves  might  have  no 
Teeth. 

When  all  other  Arguments  fail,  they  call  to  their  Af- 
fiftancc  the  old  Tyrajit  Neceffity,  and  tell  us  the  Power 
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of  France  is  fo  great,  that  let  the  Confequence  of  an  Ar- 
ray be  what  it  will,  we  cannot  be  without  one;  and  if 
we  muft  be  Slaves,  we  had  better  be  fo  to  a  Proteftant 
Prince  than  a  Popiih  one,  and  the  worft  of  all  Popifk 
ones  the  F>  King.    Now  1  am  of  Mr.  John/on  % 

Opinion,  that  the  putting  an  Epithet  upon  Tyranny  is 
falfe  Heraldry ;  for  Proteftant  and  Popifh  are  both  alike  ; 
and  if  I  muft  be  a  Slave,  it  is  very  indifferent  to  me  who 
is  my  Mafter,  and  therefore  I  fhall  never  confent  to  be 
ruled  by  an  Army,  which  is  the  worft  that  the  moft  bar- 
barous Conqueft  can  impo'e  upon  me;  which  notwith- 
ftanding  we  have  little  reafon  to  fear  whiift  we  keep  the 
Seas  well  guarded. 

It  is  certain  there  is  no  Country  fo  fituated  for  Naval 
Power  as  England,  The  Sea  is  our  Element,  our  Sta- 
men have  as  much  hardy  Bravery,  and  our  Ships  are  as 
numerous,  and  built  of  as  good  Materials  as  any  in  the 
World  :  Such  a  Force  well  applied,  and  mamged,  is  a- 
Lie  to  give  Laws  to  the  Univerle;  and  if  we  keep  a  com- 
petent Part  of  it  well  armed  in  Times  of  Peace,  it  is  the 
moft  ridiculous  Thing  in  Nature  to  believe  any  Prince 
will  have  Thoughts  of  invading  us,,  unleis  he  propofes  to 
be  fuperior  to  us  in  Naval  Power :  For  the  Preparations 
neceffary  for  fuch  an  Undertaking  will  alarm  ail  Europe, 
give  both  to  us  and  our  Confederates  Time  to  arm,  and 
put  ourfelves  in  a  Pothire  of  Defence.  And  whoever 
confiders  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  with  fix  hundred 
Ships,  brought  but  fourteen  thoufand  Men,  and  the 
mighty  Spamjb  Armado  (then  the  Terror  of  the  World) 
imbarked  but  eighteen  thoufand,  he  will  be  allured  that 
no  Invafion  can  be  fo  fudden  upon  us,  but  we  fhall  have 
time  to  get  ready  our  whole  Fleet,  bring  fome  Forces 
from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  prepare  our  own  Militia 
if  there  (hall  be  Occafion  for  it ;  efpecially  in  Times  of 
Peace,  when  we  fhall  have  the  Liberty  of  all  the  Ports 
of  France,  and  fhall,  or  may,  have  Intelligence  from 
every  one  of  them. 

But  they  tell  us  fuch  a  Wind  may  happen  as  may  be 
favourable  to  our  Enemy,  and  keep  us  within  our  own 
Ports ;  which  I  fay,  as  France  lies  to  England,  is  almoft 
impoffible  :  For  if  we  lie  about  Falmouth,  or.  the  Land's 
S#d,  no  Fleet  from  Brejlf  or  the  Ocean,  can  efcape  us 
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Without  a  Miracle ;  and  if  the  Defign  be  to  invade  us 
from  any  Port  in  the  Channel,  a  very  few  Ships  (which 
may  lately  lie  at  Anchor)  will  certainly  prevent  it :  Nor 
is  it  to  be  conceived  that  that  cautious  Prince  will  be  at  a 
vaft  Expence  for  the  Contingency  of  fuch  a  critical  Wind, 
or  will  lend  an  Army  into  a  country  where  their  Retreat 
is  certainly  cut  off,  wnen  the  failing  in  any  Part  of  his 
Defign  will  bring  a  new  War  upon  him,  which  lately  coft 
a  third  Part  of  his  People,  a  great  many  large  Countries, 
and  ftrong  Towns,  wi^h  all  the  Honour  he  had  heaped 
up  by  hi  lormer  Victories,  to  get  rid  of. 

Anci  liere  J  mult  confeis,  that  the  Mifapplication  of 
our  Naval  Foree  (wh.ch  ib  our  known  Strength)  for  thefe 
laft  eight  Years,  is  the  ilrongeft,  as  it  is  the  molt  ufual 
Argument  againft  me:  Which  unriddles  a  Myftery  1  did 
no-  understand  before,  though  I  never  was  10  fooliih  as  to 
believe  all  the  Errors  of  that  Kind  were  the  Effects  of 
Chance  or  Ignorance,  or  th^tlofmg  fo  many  Opportuni- 
ties of  deftroying  the  French  Fleet  had  not  fome  extraor- 
dinary, though  occult  Caufe;  and  yet,  notwithstanding 
the  reftlefs  Attempts  of  our  Enemies,  and  the  paltry  Po- 
liticks of  oar  own  wretched  St  n,  this  Fleet  tri- 
umphantly defended  us,  fo  that  our  Enemies  in  eight 
Years  War,  could  not  get  one  Opportunity  of  invading 
our  Country. 

It  is  objected,  tlaat  the  Officers  of  our  Fleet  may  be 
corrupted,  or  that  a  Storm  may  arife  which  may  deftroy 
it  all  at  once,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  have  two  Strings 
to  our  Bow.  By  which  J  perceive  all  their  Fears  lie  one 
way,  and  that  they  do  not  care  if  they  precipitate  us  in- 
to inevitable  Ruin  at  Home,  to  prevent  a  diflant  Poflibi- 
lity  of  it  from  France.  But  I  think  this  Phantom  too 
may  be  laid  by  a  well-trained  Militia,  and  then  all  their 
Bug  bears  will  vanifh.  This  Word  can  be  no  fooner  out, 
but  there  is  a  Volley  of  fmall  Shot  let  fly  at  me  :  What 
mull  we  truft  our  Safety  to  an  undifciplined  Mob,  who 
never  dreamt  of  fighting,  when  they  undertook  the  Ser- 
vice ;  who  are  not  mured  to  the  Fatigue  of  a  Camp,  or 
ever  faw  the  Face  of  an  Enemy  ?  And  then  they  magnify 
mercenary  Troops,  as  if  there  was  an  intrinfick  Virtue 
in  a  Red-coat,  or  that  a  Raggamuffin  from  robbing  of 
Henroofb,  in  two  Campaigns  could  be  cudgeled  into  a 

Hero. 
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Hero.  Tho*  I  mull  confefs  the  Condud  of  the  Court 
in  induftrioufty  enervating  this  Force,  does  in  fome  mea- 
fure  juftify  their  Objections :  For  the  deteftable  Policies 
©f  the  laft  Reigns  were  with  the  utmoft  Art  and  Appli- 
cation to  difarm  the  People,  and  make  the  Militia  ufc- 
lefs,  to  countenance  a  Standing  Army  in  order  to  bring 
in  Popery  and  Slavery  ;  and  if  any  Methods  were  pro* 
pofed  to  make  it  more  ferviceable,  the  Court  would  ne- 
ver fuffer  them  to  be  debated  j  and  fuch  Officers  as  were 
more  zealous  in  exercifing  their  Companies  than  others, 
were  reprimanded,  as  if  they  defign'd  to  raife  a  Rebel- 
lion. And  now  the  worthy  Patriots  of  this  Reign  ana 
taking  Advantage  of  the  traiterous  Negleft  and  infamous 
Policies  of  the  laft.  But  why  may  not  a  Militia  be  made 
ufeful?  Why  may  not  the  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  Free- 
holders of  England  be  trufted  with  the  Defence  of  their 
own  Lives,  Eftates  and  Liberties,  without  having  Guar- 
dians and  Keepers  aflign'd  them  ?  And  why  may  they 
not  defend  them  with  as  much  Vigour  and  Courage  as 
Mercenaries  who  have  nothing  to  lofe,  nor  any  other 
Tie  to  engage  their  Fidelity,  than  the  inconfiderable  Pay 
of  Six-pence  a-day,  which  they  may  have  from  the  Con- 
queror  ? 

Why  may  not  the  Laws  for  mooting  in  Crofsbowsbe 
changed  into  Firelocks,  and  a  competent  Number  of 
them  be  kept  in  every  Parifh  for  the  young  Men  to  exer- 
cife  with  on  Holidays,  and  Rewards  offered  to  the  moft 
expert,  to  ftir  up  their  Emulation  ? 

Why  may  not  the  whole  Militia  of  England  be  redu- 
ced to  fixty  thoufand,  and  a  third  part  of  thofe  kept  by 
turns  in  conftant  Exercife  ? 

Why  may  not  a  Man  be  lifted  in  the  Militia  till  ht 
be  difcharged  by  his  Mafter,  as  well  as  in  the  Army  till 
he  be  difcharged  by  his  Captain  ?  And  why  may  not  the 
fame  Horfe  be  always  fent  forth,  unlefs  it  can  be  made 
appear  he  is  dead  or  maimed  ? 

Why  may  not  the  private  Soldiers  of  the  Army,  when 
they  are  difperfed  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
be  fent  to  the  Militia  ?  And  why  may  not  the  inferior 
Officers  of  the  Army  in  fome  proportion  command 
Ihem  ? 
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1  fay,  thefe  and  other  like  Things  may  be  done,  and 
tfomeof  them  are  done  in  our  own  Plantations,  and  the 
Iilandsof  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  as  alfo  in  Poland,  S<wit* 
xerland,  and  the  Country  of  the  Grifons;  which  are  Na- 
tions much  lefs  confiderable  than  England,  have  as  for- 
midable Neighbours,  no  Sea  nor  Fleet  to  defend  them, 
nothing  but  a  Militia  to  depend  upon,  and  yet  no  one 
dares  attack  them  :  And  we  have  feen  as  great  Perfor- 
mances done  formerly  by  the  Apprentices  of  London,  and 
in  the  late  War  by  the  Vaudois  in  Savoy,  the  Miquelets 
m  Catalonia,  and  the  Militia  in  Ireland,  as  can  be  pa- 
-rallel'd  in  Hiftory :  And  fo  it  would  be  with  us,  if  the 
Court  would  give  their  hearty  Afliftance  in  promoting 
this  Defign ;  if  the  King  would  appear  in  Perfon  at  the 
Head  of  them,  and  give  Rewards  and  Honour  to  fuck 
as  deferve  them,  we  fhould  quickly  fee  the  young  No- 
bility and  Gentry  appear  magnificent  in  Arms  and  Equi- 
page, fhew  a  generous  Emulation  in  outvying  one  ano- 
ther in  Military  Exercifes,  and  place  a  noble  Ambition 
in  making  themfelves  ferviceable  to  their  Country ;  as 
anciently  the  Achaians  and  Tbebans  from  being  the  ihv$k 
contemptible  Nations  in  Greece,  by  the  Conduct  of  Pe- 
lopidas,  Epamonidas,  and  Philopemen,  came  to  have  the 
-bell  difciplrh'd  Troops  and  moft  excellent  Soldiers  in 
the  World. 

They  objeel,  that  fuch  a  Militia  as  this  is  a  Standing 
Army,  and  will  be  as  dangerous,  and  much  more  char- 
geable.   I  anfwer  ; 

That  there  can  be  no  Danger  from  an  Army  where 
the  Nobility  and  chief  Gentry  of  England  are  the  Com- 
manders, and  the  Body  of  it  made  up  of  the  Freehol- 
ders, their  Sons  and  Servants ;  unlefs  we  can  conceive 
that  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  will  join  in  an  unnatural 
Defign  to  make  void  their  own  Titles  to  their  Eflates 
and  Liberties  •  And  if  they  could  entertain  fo  ridiculous 
a  Proportion,  they  would  never  lie  obeyed  by  the  Sol- 
diers, who  will  have  a  Refpecl  to  thofewho  fend  them 
forth  and  pay  them,  and  to  whom  they  muft  return  a- 
gain  when  their  Time  is  expired.  For  if  I  fend  a  Man, 
I  will  as  furely  choofe  one  who  fhall  fight  for  me,  as  a 
Mercenary  Officer  will  choofe  one  that  fhall  fight  againft 
*cj  and  the  late  Governments  are  Witnefiesto  the  Truth 
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of  this,  who  debauched  the  Militia  more  than  ever  I 
hope  to  fee  it  again,  and  yet  durft  never  rely  upon  them 
tb  aftift  their  Arbitrary  Defigns;  as  we  may  remember  i» 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth**  Invafion,  their  Officers  durft  not 
bring  them  near  his  Army  for  fear  of  a  Revolt.  Nay, 
the  Penfioner-Parliament  themfelves  turn'd  Ihort  upon  the 
Court,  when  they  expe&ed  them  to  give  the  rimming 
Stroke  to  our  Ruin. 

To  the  lad  Part  of  the  Objection,  That  this  Militia 
will  be  more  chargeable  than  an  Army ;  I  anfwer,  That 
fince  (as  I  fuppofe)  no  Man  propofes  wholly  to  lay  them 
afide ;  if  we  add  the  extraordinary  Expeuce  of  main- 
taining twenty  thoufand  Men  to  the  ordinary  Charge  of 
the  Militia,  it  is  much  more  than  fufficient  to  make  the 
latter  ufeful.  But  if  this  Objection  were  true,  it  ought 
ftot  to  enter  into  Competition  with  the  Prefervation  of 
our  Laws  and  Liberties ;  for  it  is  better  to  give  a  third 
Part  of  my  Eftate,  if  it  were  neceliary,  than  to  have  all 
taken  from  me. 

And  though  it  mould  be  granted,  that  a  Militia  is  not 
as  ferviceable  as  an  Army  kept  to  conftant  Difcipline* 
yet  I  believe  thefe  Gentlemen  themfelves  will  confefs, 
that  fixty  thoufand  of  them  trained  as  before,  are  as 
good  as  twenty  thoufand  of  their  Handing  Troops,  which 
is  the  Queftion ;  for  it's  impofiible  to  have  tnem  both 
ufeful  at  the  fame  Time,  they  being  as  incompatible  as 
broad  and  dipt  Money,  never  current  together ;  and 
therefore  the  Court  muft  depend  wholly  upon  a  Militia, 
or  elfe  they  will  not  depend  upon  them  at  all.  And 
this  by  the  Way  may  filence  that  Objection,  that  we 
muft  keep  our  Army  till  the  Militia  be  difcipiinM ;  for 
that  will  never  be  done  whilft  the  Court  h.is  an  Ar- 
my :  and  the  fame  Objection  will  be  made  feven  Years 
hence  as  now  ;  fo  that  a  fmall  Army  can  be  of  no  Ufe 
to  us,  but  to  make  our  Fleet  neglected,  to  hinder  the 
Militia  from  being  trained,  and  enflave  us  at  home  ;  for 
they  are  too  few  to  defend  us  againft  an  Invafion,  and 
too  many  for  the  People  to  oppole. 

I  dare  fpeak  with  the  greater  AfTurance  upon  this  Sub- 
ject, having  the  Authority  of  as  great  Men  as  the  World 
hath  produced  for  my  Juftification.  Mach'tcwel  fpends 
feveral  Chapters  to  prove,  that  no  Prince  or  State  ought 

to 


v&tb  a  Free  Government.        2  5 


fo-fuffer  any  of  their  Subje&s  to  make  War  their  Profef- 
fibn,  and  that  no  Nation  can  be  fecure  with  any  other 
Forces  than  a  fettled  Militia.  My  Lord  Bacon  in  feveral 
Places  bears  his  Teftimony  againft  a  Standing  Army,  and 
particularly  he  tells  us,  that  a  Mercenary  Army  is  fitted 
to  invade  a  Country,  but  a  Militia  to  defend  it  ;  becaufe 
the  firfthave  Eftates  to  get,  and  the  latter  to  protect.  Mr. 
Harrington  hath  founded  his  whole  Oceana  upon  a  trained 
Militia  ;  and  I  have  lately  read  a  French  Book,  called  a 
Hiftory  of  the  Politicks  of  France*  which  fays,  Enfin  fi 
on  'veut  miner  Les  Anglois  il  fuffit  de  les  ohliger  a  tenir  des 
Troupes  fur  pied,  Nay,  I  believe  no  Author  ever  treated 
of  a  Free  Government,  that  did  not  exprefs  his  Abhor- 
rence of  an  Army ;  for,  as  my  Lord-  Bacon  fays,  who* 
ever  does  ufe  them,  though  he  may  fpread  his  Feathers 
for  a  Time,  he  will  mew  them  fdon  after ;  and  raife 
them  with  what  Defign  you  pleafe,  yet,  like  the  Wejl- 
India  Dogs,  in  Boccalinet  in  a  little  Time  they  will  cer* 
tainly  turn  Sheep-biters. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  th*t  the  Artillery  of  the  World 
is  changed  fince  fome  of  thefe  wrote,  and  War  is  become 
more  a  My  fiery*  and  therefore  more  Experience  is  necef* 
fary  to  make  good  Soldiers.  But  wherein  does  this  My- 
ftery  confift  ?  not  in  exercifing  a  Company,  and  obeying 
a  few  Words  of  Command  ;  thefe  are  Myfteries  that  the 
dulleft  Noddle  will  comprehend  in  a  few  Wesks*  Nay, 
J  have  heard  that  the  modern  Exercife  is  much  fhorter 
and  eafier  than  the  Antient.  But  the  great  Improvement* 
in  War  are  in  regularEncampments,Fortification,Gunnery., 
Ikilful  Engineering,  tifc.  Thefe  are  Arts  not  to  be  learned 
without  much  Labour,  and  Experience,  and  are  as  much 
gained  in  the  Clefet  as  in  the  Field  ;  and  I  fuppofe  no 
Man  will  fay,  that  the  keeping  Standing  Forces  is  necef- 
fary  to  make  a  good  Engineer. 

As  to  actual  Experience  in  War,  that  is  not  efiential 
either  to  a  Standing  Army  or  a  Militia,  as-fuch;  but  th« 
former  may  be  without  it,  and  the  latter  gain  it  according 
as  they  have  Opportunities  of  Action.  Tis  true,  at 
prefent  the  Army  hath  been  trained  up  in  a  long  War, 
and  hath  gained  great  Knowledge ;  But  thefe  Men  will 
not  be  loft  when  they  are  diibanded,  they  will  be  ftill  in 
England;  and  if  the  Parliament  dges  give  then*  3  Gratu- 
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ily  fuitable  to  the  Service  they  have  done  their  Country , 
will  be  ready  to  refume  their  Arms  whenever  Occafion 

offers. 

But  I  defire  to  know  of  thefe  Patriots  how  comes  an 
Army  neceflary  to  our  Prefervation  now,  and  never  fmce 
the  Conquer!  before  ?  Did  ever  the  prevailing  Party  in 
the  Wars  of  York  and  Lancafter  attempt  to  keep  up  a 
Standing  Army  to  fupport  themfelves  ?  No  :  They  had 
more  8enfe  than  to  facrifice  their  own  Liberty,  and  more 
Honour  than  to  enflave  their  Country,  the  more  eafily 
to  carry  on  their  own  Faction.  Were  not  the  Spaniards 
as  powerful,  as  good  Soldiers,  and  as  much  our  Enemies, 
as  the  French  are  now  ?  Was  not  Flanders  as  near  us  as 
France  ?  And  the  popifh  Intereft  in  Queen  Elizabeth? % 
Time  as  (Irong  as  the  Jacobite  is  now  ?  And  yet  that  mod 
excellent  Prrncefs  never  dreamt  of  a  Standing  Army,  but 
thought  her  furell  Empire  was  to  reign  in  the  Hearts  of 
her  Subjects,  which  the  following  Story  fufficiently  tefti- 
fics.  When  the  Duke  of  Alanfon  came  over  to  England f 
and  for  feme  Time  had  admired  the  Riches  of  the  City, 
the  Conduct  of  her  Government,  and  the  Magnificence? 
of  her  Court,  he  afked  her  amidft  fo  much  Splendor 
where  were  her  Guards?  Which  Queftion  (he  refolved  a 
few  Days  after  as  (he  took  him  in  her  Coach  through  the 
City,  when  pointing  to  the  People,  (who  received  her  in 
Crowds  with  repeated  Acclamations)  Thefe,  faid  fhe,  my 
Lord,  are  my  Guards;  Thefe  have  their  Hands,  their 
Hearts,  and  their  Purfes  always  ready  at  my  Command  : 
And  thefe  were  Guards  indeed,  who  defended  her  thro* 
a  long  and  fuccefsful  Reign  of  forty  four  Years  againft  all 
the  Machinations  of  Rome,  the  Power  of  Spain,  a  dif- 
puted  Title,  and  the  perpetual  Confpiracies  of  her  own 
i^opifti  Subjects ;  a  Security  the  Roman  Emperors  could 
not  boaft  of,  with  their  Fretorian  Bands,  and  their  £«- 
Pern  and  Wejiern  Armies, 

Were  not  the  French  as  powerful  in  Charles  the  Second 
and  King  James's  Time,  as  they  are  after  this  long  and 
deftructive  War,  and  a  lefs  Alliance  to  oppofe  them  S 
And  yet  we  then  thought  a  much  lefs  Army,  than  is  now 
contended  for, a  moft  infupportable Grievance;  infomuch 
that  in  Charles  the  Second's  Reign,  the  Grand-Jury  pre- 
fented  them,  and  the  Penfioner- Parliament  voted  them  to 
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ht  a  Nufance,  fent  Sir  Jof.  Wil  fon  to  the  fo&fy  fo? 

faying,  the  King  might  keep  Guards  for  the  Defence  of 
his  Perfon,  and  addreiTed  to  have  them  disbanded.  And 
now  our  Apoftates  would  make  their  Court,  by  doing 
what  the  worft  Parliament  ever  England  faw,  could  not 
think,  of  without  Horror  and  Confufion.  They  fay  the 
King  of  France  was  in  League  with  our  late  Kings,  fo  he 
is  with  us ;  and  he  would  have  broke  it  then,  if  he  had 
thought  it  fafe,  and  for  his  Intereft  as  much  as  now. 
But  they  fay  wc  have  more  difaffe&ed  Perfons  to  join 
with  him  ;  which  I  mud  deny,  for  I  believe  no  King  of 
England,  in  any  Age,  had  defervedty  more  Intereft  than 
the  Prefent ,  and  if  during  fuch  an  expenfive  War,  in 
which  we  have  confumed  fo  much  Blood  and  Treafure, 
paid  fuch  vaft  and  unequal  Taxes,  loft  fo  many  thoufand 
Ships,  and  bore  a  Shock  by  reeoining  our  Money,  which 
would  have  torn  up  another  Nation  from  its  Foundation, 
-and  reduced  it  to  its  ancient  Chaos,  when  mod  Countries 
would  have  funk  under  the  Misfortune,  and  repined  at' 
their  Deliverance,  (as  Men  in  Sicknefs  commonly  quarrel 
with  their  deareft  Friends)  J  fay,  if  at  that  Time  he  had 
fo  great  artd  univerfal  an  Intereft,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  in  Times  of  Peace,  when  the  People  reap  the  Fruits 
of  that  Courage  and  Conduct  he  hath  lhewn  in  their  De- 
fence, he  will  be  the  moft  beloved  and  glorious  Prince 
that  ever  filled  the  EngUJk  Throne. 

I  will  make  one  Affertion  more,  and  then  conclude  this 
Difcourfe,  viz*.  That  the  moft  likely  Way  of  reftoring 
King  Jamesy,  is  maintaining  a  Standing  Army  to  kee£ 
him  out. 

For  the  King*s  Safety  flands  upon  a  Rock,  while  it; 
depends  upon  the  folid  Foundation  of  the  Afl'c&ions  pC 
the  People,  which  is  never  to  be  ihaken,  till  it  is  as  evi- 
dent as  the  Sun  in  the  Firmament,  that  there  is  a  formed 
Defign  to  overthrow  our  Laws  and  Liberties ;  but  if  we 
keep  a  ftanding  Army,  all  depends  upon  the  uncertain 
and  capricious  Humours  of  the  Soldiery,  which  in  all 
Ages  have  produced  more  violent  and  fudden  Revolu- 
tions, than  ever  have  been  known  in  unarmed  Govern-* 
ments:  For  there  is  fuch  a  Chain  of  Dependance  among 
them,  that  if  two  or  three  of  the  chief  Officers  mould  be 
^ifobliged,  or  have  Intrigues  with  Jacobin  Miftrefl-W ; 
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•r  if  the  King  of  Trance  could  once  again  buy  his  Pen* 
fioners  into  the  Court  or  Army,  or  offer  a  better  Market 
to  fome  that  are  in  already,  we  (hall  have  another  Re- 
fcearfal  Revolution,  and  the  People  be  only  idle  Specta- 
tors of  their  own  Ruin.  And  whofoever  confiders  the 
Compofition  of  an  Army,  and  doubts  this,  let  him  look 
bsck  to  the  Reman  Empire,  where  he  will  find  out  of 
twenty -fix  Emperors,  fixteen  depofed  and  murdered  by 
their  own  Armies  \  nay,  Half  the  Hiftory  of  the  World 
Is  made  up  of  Examples  of  this  Kind  :  But  we  need  not  go 
any  farther  than  our  own -Country,  where  we  have  but 
twice  kept  Armies  in  Times  of  Peace,  and  both  Times 
they  turned  out  their  own  Mailers.  The  firft  under  Crom* 
nvell,  expelled  that  Parliament  under  which  they  had 
fought  iuccefsfully  for  many  Years ;  afterwards  under 
General  Monk  they  deftroyed  the  Government  they  before 
fet  up,  and  brought  back  Charles  the  Second,  and  he  af- 
terwards difbanded  them,  left  they  might  have  tamed 
him  out  again.  The  other  Inftance  is  frefh  in  every  one's 
Memory,  how  King  Jamtfs  Army  joined  with  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  now  our  rightful  and  lawful  King.  And 
what  could  have  been  expected  otherwife  from  Men  of 
difTolute  and  debauched  Principles,  who  call  themfelves 
Soldiers  of  Fortune  ?  Who  make  Murder  their  Profefllon, 
and  enquire  no  farther  into  the  Juftice  of  theCaufe,  than 
how  they  fhall  be  paid  ;  who  mull  be  falfe,  rapacious, 
and  cruel  in  their  own  Defence.  For  having  no  other 
ProfeiTion  or  Subfiftence  to  depend  upon,  they  are  forced 
to  ilir  up  the  Ambition  of  Princes,  and  engage  them  in 
perpetual  Quarrels,  that  they  may  mare  of  the  Spoils 
they  make.  Such  Men,  like  fome  Sort  of  ravenous  Fifh, 
fere  befl  in  a  Storm  ;  and  therefore  we  may  reafonably 
fuppofe  they  will  be  better  pleafed  with  the  Tyrannical 
Government  of  the  late  King,  than  the  mild  and  gracious 
Adminiftration  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  who  came  over 
to  England  to  refcue  us  from  Oppreflion,  and  he  has  done 
it,  and  triumphs  in  it  in  Spight  of  his  Enemies. 

In  this  Diicourfe  I  have  purpofely  omitted  fpeaking  of 
the  leffer  Inconveniences  attending  a  Standing  Army, 
fuch  as  frequent  Quarrels,  Murder,  and  Robberies;  the 
Deftru&ion  of  all  the  Game  in  the  Country;  the  Quar- 
tering upon  Publick,  and  fometimes  private  Houfes ;  the 
fcgiueiiciKg  Elections  of  Parliament,  by  an  artificial  Di- 
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ftribution  of  Quarters ;  the  rendering  fo  many  Me  a  afrlefs 
to  Labour,  and  almoft  Propogation,  together  with  a  much 
greater  Deilru&ion  of  them,  by  taking  them  from  a  la- 
bourious  Way  of  Living,  to  a  loofe  idle  Life ;  and  be- 
fides  this,  the  Infolence  of  the  Officers,  and  the  De- 
baucheries that  are  committed  both  by  them,  and  their 
Soldiers  in  all  the  Towns  they  come  in,  to  the  Ruin  of 
Multitudes  of  Women,  Difhonour  of  their  Families,  and 
ill  Example  to  others;  and  a  numerous  Train  of  Mif- 
chiefs  beiides,  almoft  endlefs  to  enumerate.  Thefe  arc 
trivial  as  well  as  particular  Grievances  in  refpeft  of  thofc 
I  have  treated  about,  which  ftrikc  at  the  Heart's  Blood  of 
our  Conftitution,  and  therefore  I  thought  thefe  not  con- 
fidcrable  enough  to  bear  a  Part  in  a  Difcourfe  of  this  Na- 
ture: Befides,  they  often  procure  their  own  Remedy, 
working  Miracles,  and  making  fome  Men  fee  that  were 
born  Blind,  and  impregnable  againft  all  the  Artillery  of 
Reafon ;  for  Experience  is  che  only  Miftrefs  of  Fools:  A 
wife  Man  will  know  a  Pike  will  bite,  when  he  fees  his 
Teeth,  which  another  will  not  make  Difcorcry  of  but  by 
the  Lofs  of  a  Finger. 

What  f  have  faid  here  againft  Standing  Armies,  I 
would  be  underftood  of  fuch  as  are  the  Inftruments'  of 
Tyranny  and  their  Country's  Ruin,  and  therefore  I  need 
make  no  Apology  to  our -own  which  was  raifed  by  the 
Con  fen  t  of  the  Parliament,  in  this  jull  and  neceflary 
War,  and  next  undfcr  God  and  our  Great  and  glorious 
Deliverer,  have  by  their  Bravery  and  Conduct  preferxed 
our  Liberties,  and  the  Proteftant  Religion  through  Europe. 
For  if  in  future  Reigns  any  Defigns  mould  be  levelled 
againft  our  Laws,  we  may  be  allured  thefe  Men  would 
be  difcarded,  and  others  promoted  in  their  Rooms,  who 
are  fit  for  fuch  arbitrary  Purpofes. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  reafonable  that  our  Army  mould  be 
ruined  by  that  Peace,  which  by  their  Courage  and  Fide- 
lity they  have  procured  for  their  Country ;  and  I  doubt 
aiot  but  the  Generofity  and  Gratitude  of  the  Parliament 
will  give  them  a  Donative  equal  to  their  Commiffions* 
which,  when  the  Foreigners  are  paid  and  fent  Home, 
will  amount  to  no  extraordinary  Sum  ;  at  moil,  'tis  but 
fuppofing  the  War  to  have  fix  Months  longer  Continue 
ance,  which  b  an  eafy  Compofition  for  the  Charge  of 
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keeping  them.  But  if  there  are  any  Gentlemen  amongfi 
them  who  think  we  can  no  otherwife  exprefs  our  Grati- 
tude, by  figning  and  fealing  our  own  Ruin,  I  hope  we 
lhall  difappoint  their  Expectations,  and  not  give  the 
World  occafion  to  tell  fo  foolifh  a  Story  of  us,  as  that  we. 
turned  to  grafs  one  of  the  raoft  powerful  Monarchs  in  the 
World  for  breaking  our  Laws,  that  we  have  maintained 
an  eight  Years  War,  at  the  Expence  of  forty  Millions  of 
Money,  and  the  Blood  of  three  hundred  thoufand  Men, 
to  jollify  the  glorious  A&ion  we  have  done ;  that  by  it 
we  preferved  all  Europe  befides,  and  loft  our  own  Liber- 
ties ;  at  leaft  I  hope  it  fball  not  b«  faid  we  conienteC 
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PREFACE. 

f  g  1  ^  H  E  following  Conjiderations  were  written,  and 
I  defigned  to  be  publijhed foon  after  the  Argument 
JL  againji  a  Standing  Army  appeared.  But  a  Re- 
fort  being  given  ont.  That  the  Advocates  for  a  Standing 
Army  would  do  Wonders  on  that  Subject,  "'twas  thought 
convenient  to  expetf  Their  At chi elements,  that  if  their 
Succejs  jhould  prove  in  any  meajure  anfwerable  to  their 
Confidence ,  the  Publick  might  have  been  no  farther  impor- 
tuned about  the  Matter.  I  think  I  may  jufily  Jay,  This 
Mountain,  after  all  its  Pangs  and  Convulfions,  has  brought 
forth  nothing  but  a  ridiculous  Moufe.  And  therefore  Ifi^all 
ftibmit  to  the  Judgment  of  all  impartial  Englijhmcn,  what 
is  here  Jaid  in  Confirmation  of  the  Argument :  Which  I 
hope  will  be  of  greater  Weight,  becauje  taken  from  our 
ewn  Hifiory.  B  4  An 
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^Argument  /hewing,  That  ^Stand- 
ing Army,  ii  inconfijient  with  a  Free 
Government,  and  absolutely  deJlruBive  te 
the  Conjlitution  of  the  Englifh  Monarchy. 

PART  IL 

WE  have  much  Talk  of  a  Standing  Army  which 
is  to  be  in  the  Time  of  Peace,  but  no  Body 
can  tell  us  what  they  are  to  do  i  We  know 
their  ufual  Commiflion  is  to  kill  and  flay ;  But  where  % 
the  Enemy  ?  Men  talk  of  this  with  as  much  Certainty, 
as  if  they  were  already  eflablifhed.  Which  is  yet  the 
more  furprifing,  if  we  reflect  on  one  of  the  Articles  of 
Charge  againft  the  late  King  James.  It  is  plain  there* 
fore  that  all  this  is  Practice,  and  that  thefe  bold  Fore- 
ftallers  of  Parliaments  would  fain  enact  without  Doors, 
which  from  the  Foundation  of  this  Kingdom  was  never 
attempted  within. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  are  alfo  pleafed  to  affirm  it  neccfl*- 
ry  to  have  a  vafc  Scdv  of  Vorxti  co::tir/w.cd  en  feet  : 
Wicrcas  the  £rft  Picket  we  find  for  a  Standing  Army, 
in  the  Year  1629,  requires  only  three  thousand  Foot 
in  conftant  Pay,  to  bridle  the  Impertinence  of  Parlia- 
ments; to  over-awe  the  Parliament  and  Nation  ;  to 
make  Edicts  to  be  Laws  ^  to  force  upon  the  People  vaii 
Numbers  of  Exeifes  ;  and  in  fliort,  to  overturn  the  whole 
Frame  of  this  noble  Englijb  Government.  Whoever 
has  a  Mind  to  perufe  that  dangerous  Scheme  in  Rvjb- 
nvortb's  Appendix  >  pag.  1  2.  .  and  what  he  fays  ©f  it  in 
his  Hijiory,  will  fee  enough. 

I  marvel  whofe  Advocates  thefe  Men  are  in  this  Mat- 
ter :  For  I  am  fatisficd  none  of  thofe  brave  Englijhmen* 
who  have  fought  honourably  abroad,  ever  meant,  when 
the  Service  was  over,  to  be  a  Charge,  Burden  and  Ter- 
ror at  home  to  tUeir  own  Country ;  nor  to  disfranchife 
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tts  of  two  of  our  Native  Liberties,  Freedom  from  Mar- 
tial Law,  and  Billetting  of  Soldiers ;  and  thereby  di- 
rectly to  take  away  from  themfelves,  as  well  as  from 
their  Fellow-  fubjetts,  one  half  of  the  Benefit  of  the  Pe- 
tition of  Right,  and  in  confequence  the  other  half  too> 
The  Freedom  of  their  Perfons  and  Eftates. 

I  (hall  therefore  confider  of  a  Standing  Army,  with- 
out minding  who  is  for  it,  or  who  is  againfl  it  in  this 
Age,  and  only  (hew  what  are  like  to  be  the  Confequen- 
ces  of  it  in  future  Reigns.  And  I  have  Reafon  to  da 
thus,  becaufe  if  the  Parliament  give  the  belt  King  a 
Standing  Army,  the  worft  King  mail  hereafter  claim 
and  have  it. 

We  have  many  Tnftances  where  Parliaments  in  a  kind 
Fit,  by  one  fudden  Grant,  have  entailed  a  World  of 
Ming  Mifery.  upon  the  Nation.  I  will  mention  but 
©ne  ;  The  Kingdom  was  newly  delivered  from  a  bitter 
Tyrant,  I  mean  King  John,  and  had  likewife  got  rid  of 
their  perfidious  Deliverer  the  Dauphin  of  Frauce  ;  who 
after  the  Bnglijb  had  accepted  him  for  their  King,  had 
fecretly  vowed  their  Extirpation,  which  the  (a)  Vifcount 
of  Meluny  a  Frenchman,  being  at  the  Point  of  Death* 
difclofed ;  they  were  moreover  blefled  with  a  young 
Prince,  of  whom  they  conceived  mighty  Hopes,  in  the 
Hands  of  a  very  wife  and  honeft  Council.  This  was 
Life  from  the  Dead,  and  a  true  Revolution.  Jn  the 
Tranfport  of  'all  this  Happinefs,  about  the  7th  Year  of 
this  new  King,  Henry  the  Third,  the  Parliament  grant- 
ed him  the  Wardfhip  of  their  Heirs,  Knighton*  p.  243a* 
records  it  thus  ;  Magnates  Anglia  concejerunt  Regi  Hen- 
rico Wardas  Haredum  iff  terrarum  fuarum,  quod fuit  ini- 
tium  muhorum  tnaUrum  in  Anglta.  He  fays,  this  Grant 
was  the  Beginning  of  many  Mifchiefs  in  England,  Ira 
the  Year  1222  thefe  Mifchiefs  had  their  Rife  and  Begin- 
ning ;  but  where  they  ended,  no  old  Chronicle  could  e- 
▼er  tell  :  For  after  this  intolerable  Bondage  had  conti- 
nued above  four  hundred  Years,  the  Nation  at  laft  ran- 
fomed  themfelves  in  our  Time  by  giving  the  Excife.  It 
is  a  Grief  to  all  After  ages  to  find  a  Parliament  fo  mife- 
rably  overfeen,  for  they  both  miftook  their  Man  ;  and 
the  hopeful  Prince  proved  as  bad  as  if  the  very  Soul  of 
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his  Father  'John  had  patted  into  him,  which  is  the  com- 
mon Character  given  him  by  all  the  Antient  Hiitorians ; 
And  then  they  utterly  miftook  the  Nature  of  the  Grant, 
and  did  not  forefee  what  a  Mifery  and  Vaflalage  it 
might  prove  to  their  Pofterity.  I  appeal  to  all  theAntient 
Nobility  and  Gentry,  who  know  any  thing  of  the  Af- 
fairs of  their  own  Families,  whether  it  was  fo  ©r  not  : 
And  yet  thefe  were  honeft  and  brave  Men,  who  would 
rather  have  died  than  have  been  the  Authors  of  fo  much 
Mifchief :  but  they  were  led  by  falfe  Appearances,  that 
by  having  the  King  Guardian  of  their  Children,  they 
could  not  be  wronged ;  they  would  have  the  bell  Edu- 
cation at  Court,  itand  fair  for  future  Preferment,  and 
that  a  happier  Provifion  for  their  Pofterity  could  not  be 
xnade:  Neither  could  it,  for  the  very  Learning  which 
this  hmru&ive  Paflage  has  given  to  their  late  Pofterity, 
countervails  all  the  Mifchiefs  that  are  pall. 

But  the  Advocates  for  a  Standing  Army  tell  us,  That 
though  the  Wards  by  being  annexed  to  the  Crown,  and 
fo  becoming  a  Prerogative,  could  not  be  parted  with., 
which  was  the  Caufe  of  the  long  Continuance  of  that 
Mifchief,  after  it  was  known  and  felt  to  be  fo ;  yet  all 
this  is  cured  by  making  the  Act  Temporary,  and  fettling 
a  Standing  Army  only  during  his  Majetty's  Reign,  or  for 
Years,  or  they  know  not  how.  I  find  they  have  a  great 
Mind  to  their  Cucumber,  for  they  are  content  to  have  k 
drefled  and  pickled  any  Way. 

I  anfwer,  That  fucceeding  Princes,  if  they  find  aa 
Army,  will  keep  it,  and  will  not  trouble  themfelves 
whether  the  Law  be  temporary  or  Perpetual.  A  plain 
Inilance  we  have  of  this  in  the  Cuftorns :  For  tho*  Tun- 
;nage  and  Poundage,  and  the  other  Impofitions,  are  a 
Sublidy  and  free  Gift,  and  the  King's  Anfwer  to  the  Bill 
thanks  the  Subjects  for  their  Good-wills.  And  though 
Parliaments  have  always  ufed  fuch  Cautions  and  Limi- 
tations in  thofe  Grants,  as  might  prevent  any  Claim,  and 
heretofore  limited  them  to  a  fhort  Time,  as  for  a  Year 
*>r  two ;  and  if  they  were  continued  longer,  they  have 
diredled  a  certain  Space  of  CeiFation,  or  IntermiiTionr 
that  fo  the  Right  of  the  Subject  might  be  the  more  evi- 
dent ;  at  other  times  they  have  been  granted  upon  Occa- 
sion of  War  for  a  certain  Nujnhir  of  Yeara,  with  Pro- 
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V1T0,  that  if  the  War  were  ended  in  the  mean  time,  then 
the  Grant  mould  ceafe  ;  and  of  courfe  they  have  been 
fequeftred  into  the  Hands  of  fome  Subjects  for  the  guard- 
ing of  the  Seas : 

Netwithftanding  all  this,  though  the  Parliament  fo 
carefully  guarded  their  Grants,  yet  King  Charles  theFirft 
took  thisSubfidy  without  any  Grant  at  all,  for  fixteen 
Years  together ;  tho'  feveral  parliaments  in  the  mean 
time  forbad  the  Payment  of  it,  and  voted  all  thofe  to  be 
publick  Enemies  that  did  not  refufe  it.  The  like  e!id 
his  Son  the  late  King  James  till  his  Parliament  gave  it 
him  :  and  in  his  firfl  Speech  to  them  he  demanded  it  as 
his  own,  by  the  Name*  of  nty  Revenue.  And  why  then 
mall  not  another  Prince  come  and  fay  the  fame.  Give 
me  my  Army,  if  he  ever  have  a  Parliament  to  afk?  To 
limit  a  Prince  with  Laws  where  there  is  an  Army,  is  to 
bind  S amp/on  with  his  Locks  on. 

Having  made  appear,  that  an  Army  now  will  be  an 
Army  always,  I  come  in  the  next  Place  to  fhovv,  what 
the  Confequences  of  it  will  be,  both  by  the  Experience 
of  former  Ages,  and  by  the  Nature  of  the  Thing. 

In  all  Ages  and  Parts  of  the  World,  a  Standing  Army 
lias  been  the  never-failing  Inftrument  of  enftaving  a  Na- 
tion ;  which  Richard  the  Second,  [Waljing.  pag.  354.) 
comparing  to  do  here  in  England,  accordingly  iifed  the 
Means.  For  the  Safety  of  his  Perfon,  he  aifemble.d  to- 
gether {multos  Male/ "a cloves)  a  great  Number  of  profli- 
gate Perfons  out  of  the  County  of  CheJJcr,  who  ihould 
keep  Watch  and  Ward  continually  about  him  m  Uieir 
Turns.  This  Life-guard  of  his  conflfted  pf  four  thou- 
fand  Archers ;  who  committed  fuch  Outrages  aaiongil 
the  People,  over  awed  the  Parliament,  and  aided  him  in 
his  Tyrannical  Proceedings  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  could 
not  be  believed,  if  it  were  not  witriefTed  by  a  whole  Par- 
liament, and  his  owaGon/eilion,  (b)  Art.  the  5th. 

{h)  Item,  Tempore  quo  idem  Rex  in  Parliament©  fuo  fecit  ae!- 
judicari  pacem  Glouceftrise,  &  Comites  Arundell  &  'Warwick  ut 
libeiius  poflit  exercere  Crudelitateni  in  eofde'm,  &  veluMatenrt  fuara 
•injuriofam  in  aliis  adimplere,  fioi  attraxit  multitudinem  rnagnam 
"Makfafornja  <te  Comjtatvi  Cefrii3?;  ,gu«raj3>  tf&fetei  «TO  Uaafeuntta 
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In  fhort,  tho'  many  of  thofe  Chcjhire  Men  plunder^ 
and  lived  upon  Free-quarter ;  bear,  wounded,  killed  and 
ravifted  where- ever  they  came  :  Yet  becaufe  they  ena- 
bled him  to  execute  all  his  cruel  and  arbitrary  Defigns 
in  Parliament,  he  countenanced  them  in  all  their  Crimes 
as  confiding  in  them,  and  trufling  in  their  Defence  of 
him  againft  all  the  Realm  befide  :  For  which  Caufe  all 
the  Lieges  of  his  Realm  had  great  Matter  of  Commotion 
and  Indignation, 

This  Parliament  was  in  the  21ft  of  his  Reign,  and  is* 
it  the  Frame  of  this  Englijb  Government  was  quite  de- 
ftroyed.  I  need  not  lhew  in  what  Particulars,  for  that 
is  done  already  by  Bacon,  and  many  other  Lawyers. 
But  in  fhort,  the  King  was  made  abfolute,  and  the  whole 
Power  of  Parliament,  which  might  remedy  Things  after- 
wards, was  given  up :  For  it  was  made  Treafon  for  any 
Man  to  endeavour  to  repeal  any  of  the  Arbitrary  Confti- 
tutions  that  were  then  made. 

I  am  even  aihamed,  when  I  obferve  former  Princes 
fo  zealous  for  opprefiing  and  wronging  a  Nation,  and  fa 
bent  upon  it,  to  reflett  how  cold  and  rcmifs  many  Sub- 
jects have  been  at  all  Times,  and  how  unconcerned  to 
preferve  theii  indifpenfible  Rights,  which  are  the  very 
Being  both  of  themfelves  and  their  Pofterity  :  To  fee 
King  John  ready  to  pawn  his  Soul,  and  offer  Miramolim 
the  Emperor  of  Morrocco  to  turn  Turk,  and  to  make 
his  Kingdom  tributary  to  him  only,  to  get  his  Afliftance 
to  enflave  this  Nation  and  Subjects  to  take  no  Care  of 
their  JLn%UJh  Liberties,  which  certainly  are  proved  to  be 
worth  keeping  by  the  Eagernefs  of  bad  Princes  to  take 
them  away. 

But  to  return  to  our  Cpejbt 're-men,  and  to  the  Parliament 
which  they  had  in  Charge,  Sagittariis  inuvurabilibus 

mall&t&> 

ftr  Rftgnura,  tarn  infra  Regii  hofpitinm  quatn  extra,  Ligecs  Regni 
cradeliter  occideront,  &  ijuofdam  ▼erberaYeiunt,  ▼utatfarerunt,  & 
rfepraedarunt  bona  populi,  &  pro  fuis  Ti&ualibus  folvcre  recufarunt, 
ic  Uxores  Sc  alias  mulifiies  rapuerunt,  &  licet  fuper  earum  hujuf* 
modi  exec/fibus  graces  querimoniK  def«rebant»r  ad  aodientiam  dieli 
Domini  Regis  ;  Idem  tame*  Re*  fuper  his  jurtitiam,  feu  remadiym 
facere  non  curarit,  fed  farcbat  iifdem  gentibui  in  maleficis  eorum  ; 
Confidens  in  iis  Sc  eorum  pracfidio,  contra  quofcunqut  alias  Regai, 
propter  ^uod  lideles  regni  fui  iwagnam  commotianh  k  i*diga*lifii» 
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k'tlfate,  walled  about  with  an  infinite  number  of  Arch* 
crs,  as  it  is  defcribed  Artie.  4.  The  Parliament  was  here- 
by fo  overawed,  that  in  what  they  did  were  Magis  timore 
Jtegis  dufti  quam  mentium  ratione,  led  more  by  yp^r 
fear  of  the  King  than  their  Confciences ;  their  *Jin£* 
Souls  were  not  their  own,  And  befides  the  Standing 
Awe  and  Terror  which  this  Guard  was  to  both  Houfet 
during  their  Seflion,  their  happened  a  Paffage  at  laft 
which  put  them  all  into  a  very  great  Fright :  It  is  thut 
fet  down  by  Stow,  p.  3 1 6.   f  And  then  licence  being 

*  had  to  depart,  a  great  ftir  was  made,  as  is  ufed  ;  Where- 

*  upon  the  King's  Archers,  in  number  400a,  compaffed 

*  the  Parliament  Houfe  (thinking  there  had  been  in  the 

*  Houfe  fome  Broil  by  fighting)  with  their  Bows  bent, 

*  their  Arrows  notched,  and  drawing  ready  to  Ihoot,  to 

*  the  terror  of  all  that  were  there;  but  the  King  here- 
in with  coming,  pacified  them." 

Thefe  Men  did  the  King  fuch  acceptable  Service,  that 
ke  could  do  no  lefs  than  make  fome  return  to  his  Imple- 
ments, which  he  did  in  honouring  Chejhire for  their  fakes. 
In  thisSeffion  of  Parliament  he  made  it  aPrincipnlity, 
Cap.  9.  and  himfelf  Prince  of  Chejhire :  And  fo  as  Baeon 
fays,  Countries  go  upf  and  Kingdoms  go  down :  This  had  ne» 
rer  rifen  again  but  by  a  happy  Revolution,  which  fol- 
lowed in  lefs  than  two  Years.  So  much  for  the  Chejhire. 
men. 

But  what  fignify  the  Proceedings  of  this  villanous  Crew 
to  an  Army,  who  are  all  of  them  Men  of  Honour,  and 
perhaps  in  Parliament  time  mall  be  ordered  a  hundred 
Miles  off  ?  thefe  cannot  wall  in,  furround,  begirt  and  be- 
fet  a  Parliament,  nor  confequently  hinder  it  from  being  a 
Free  Parliament.  That  I  deny,  lor  I  hope  fuch  an 
Army  may  differ  in  Judgment,  and  can  petition  a  Parlia- 
ment at  that  diftance  ;  and  we  very  well  know  that  their 
Defires  are  always  Commands.  The  Parliament  in  41, 
long  before  there  was  any  breach  with  the  King,  were  in 
a  fair  way  to  have  been  petitioned  out  of  doors  by  an 
Army  150  miles  off,  tho'  there  was  the  Clog  of  a  Scotch 
Army  at  the  heels  of  them,  who  upon  the  lead  Motion 
would  certainly  have  followed.  And  if  Denzill  Holler 
had  not  locked  the  Doors,  and  communicated  the  Mat- 
ter to  the  Houfe,  who  immediately  fcU  upon  the  Officers 
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that  were  Members,  Colonel  Ajhburnkam,  Willmot,  Pol- 
lard, Sec.  and  quaftied  the  Defign,  it  had  brought  the 
whole  Nation  into  great  Confufion.  The  Petition  of  an 
Army  is  like  that  of  the  Cornijh-men  in  Henry  the  Se- 
venth's Time ;  it  is  always  a  ftrong  Petition. 

Nay,  an  Army  could  not  go  out  in  this  hnmble  way 
to  over-rule  a  Parliament.  If  they  are  in  being,  they  in- 
fluence ;  and  in  Cefars  eafy  way  they  conquer,  by  look- 
ing on.  The  very  Reputation  of  a  Force  to  back  them, 
will  make  all  Court  Propofals  fpeak  big,  tho'  never  fo 
contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation.  For  there  is  no 
debating  nor  difputing  agaiaft  Legions.  It  will  tempt 
them  to  do  many  things  they  durft  not  otheawife  think 
of:  What  is  much  out  of  our  reach,  rarely  is  the  Objecl 
of  our  Thoughts  ;  but  the  Facility  of  Execution  is  ge- 
nerally the  iirTt  Motives  to  an  Attempt.  Now  it  is  abun- 
dantly the  Intereft  of  Court-Flatterers  to  live  under  a 
corrupt  Reign.  Then  Bribes  and  Con hTcations  fill  their 
Coffers.  No  Man's  Wife  or  Daughter  is  free  from  their 
Luft,  or  Eftate  from  their  Avarice.  They  extort  Pre- 
fents  from  the  Nobility,  Goods  from  the  Tradefmen, 
and  Labour  from  the  Poor.  In  fhort,  all  is  their  own. 
And  'tis  to  be  feared,  thefe  Gentlemen  (unlefs  they  have 
snore  Vertue  than  ufually  falls  to  their  Share)  will  put 
Princes  upon  fuch  Co unfels  as  promote  their  own  Ad- 
vantage. They  will  tell  them  how  mean  it  is  to  be  awed 
by  a  few  Country  Gentlemen,  when  all  the  Kings  in  Eu- 
rope befides  are  got  out  of  Pupilage,  as  Liivis  XI  called  it. 
They  will  Mil  their  heads  with  a  thoufand  trifling  Jealou- 
iies  of  Monfters,  Commonwealths,  and  fuch  like  Bug- 
bears: and  it  hath  been  difficult  even  for  the  wifeft  Princes 
to  free  themfelves  from  this  fort  of  Cattle.  Falfe  Pro- 
f  hets  Jhall  arife  that  Jhall  deceive  even  the  Elecl.  No- 
thing but  the  Fear  of  Punifhment,  and  the  being  made  a 
Sacrifice  to  the  People's  juft  Revenge,  can  make  fuch  Men 
honeft :  But  if  they  have  an  Army  to  protect  them,  all 
thefe  Confiderations  are  laid  afide,  and  all  Arguments  are 
anfwered  in  a  Word,  The  King  has  an  Army.  The  King 
has  an  Army,  Hops  all  Mouts,  and  cuts  off  all  Reply. 
It  is  as  if  it  mould  be  faid,  Set  your  hearts  at  reft,  for 
the  King  has  all  Power  in  his  hands,  and  you  have  none  : 
J.fc  has  all  your  Mates,  Lives  and  Liberties,  ufider  his 
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Girdle:  Slaves,  and  talk?  The  King  has  an  Army,  is  a 
confuting  Anfwer  to  every  thing  but  a  better  Army,  which 
Thanks  be  to  God  and  his  prefent  Majefty  we  have  found. 
But  as  we  are  not  to  live  upon  Miracles,  fo  we  are  not  to* 
tempt  Dangers. 

I  have  flayed  the  longer  upon  this  Point  in  {hewing 
how  inconfiftent  an  Army  is  with  the  Freedom  of  Parlia- 
ment, becaufe  they  being  the  Keepers  of  our  Englifi  Lu> 
berties,  can  ill  perform  that  Office,  when  they  have 
parted  with  their  Power  into  other  hands.  They  are  the 
laft  Refort  of  the  Subject  for  the  Redrefs  of  their  Grie- 
vances. But  how  mail  they  relieve  the  poor  Royfionmm9 
for  inftance,  from  the  OpprefTion  and  Infolences  of  the 
Souldiery,  when  perhaps  they  fhall  be  lubject  to  the  like 
themfelves  ?  The  Projectors  are  aware  of  this  terrible  In- 
convenience, and  therefore  they  propofe  an  Expedient, 
That  it  (hall  be  the  King's  Army,  but  the  Parliament 
fhall  have  the  paying  of  them ;  whereby  they  fhall  be 
as  much  the  Parliament's  humble  Servants  as  the  Parlia- 
ment their  proper  Matters. 

Much  at  one  I  believe.  For  the  Long  Parliament  had 
not  fuch  a  King  and  Parliament  Army  as  this,  but  an 
Army  that  was  all  their  own,  their  Creatures,  as  the 
Court-word  is;  raifed,  lifted,  cornmilTioned,  and  paid 
wholly  by  themfelves,  and  not  in  Partnerfhip  ;  and  that 
had  manfully  fought  all  their  Battles :  And  yet  upon  the 
firft  Difkfte  they  were  pleafed  to  take,  they  diftretted  their 
own  Matters,  and  with  a  high  hand  forced  them  to  banifh 
eleven  of  their  principal  Members,  Denzil  Holies,  Sir 
Phillip  Stafylton,  Glyni  and  fuch  other  great  Men.  Sir 
Philip  Stapylton  died  in  his  Banittiment.  At  another  time 
they  would  not  fuffer  near  a  hundred  Members  to  enter 
into  the  Houfe,  whom  they  thought  not  well  affected  to 
the  Bufincfs  then  in  hand,  and  at  the  fame  time  evil  in- 
treated  and  imprifoned  about  forty  Members.  This  they 
called  purging  the  Houfe.  After  they  had  thus  handled 
them  at  feveral  times,  in  conclufion,  the  Officers  came 
and  reprimanded  the  Houfe,  bid  take  away  that  FooP$ 
Bawbe  the  Mace,  violently  pulled  the  Speaker  out  of  the 
Chair,  drove  out  the  Members,  and  locked  up  the  Door*, 
and  fo  good  night  to  the  Parliament.  The  Wifdom  of 
that  Parliament  may  have  been  very  great,  but  it  was 
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Nonfcnfc  for  them  to  think,  that  an  Army  docs  not  know 
its  own  Strength. For  without  dear-bough  tjExpericnce  an? 
body  may  know  before-hand  what  will  be  the  natural 
Confequences  of  a  Standing  Army.  From  the  Day  you 
fet  them  up,  you  fet  up  your  Matters ;  you  put  yourfel- 
ves  wholly  into  their  hands,  and  are  at  their  difcretion. 
It  is  the  Conqueft  of  the  Nation  in  the  filenteft,  fhorteft, 
and  fureft.way.  They  are  able  to  difpofe  of  your  Lives 
and  Eftates  at  Will  and  Pleafure :  And  what  can  a  fo- 
reign Conquer  do  more  ?  If  after  this  we  live  and  poflefs 
any  thing,  'tisbecaufe  they  let  us :  and  how  long  that 
fliail  be,  neither  we,  no  nor  they  themfelves  know. 

Nay,  in  many  refpe&s  an  authorized  Standing  Army 
is  far  worfe  than  a  foreign  Invafion,  and  a  Conqueft  from 
abroad.  For  there  we  have  a  chance  for  it ;  but  this  is 
a  Conqueft  in  cold  Blood,  which  may  not  be  refilled. 
And  we  lofe  the  infeparable  Rights  of  the  Conquered, 
which  is  to  refcue.  and  deliver  themfelves,  and  throw  off 
the  Yoke  as  foon  as  they  can.  It  is  likewife  a  great  Ag- 
gravation of  our  Mifery,  to  be  enflaved  at  our  l  oft  and 
Charges :  Be  fides  the  bitter  Refentments  of  Unkindnefs 
and  Breach  of  Truft,  if  it  be  done  by  thofe  who  ought  to 
proteft  us,  and  provide  better  for  us ;  at  leaft  Ihould  not 
leave  us  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  they  found  us.  But 
above  all,  if  we  contribute  to  our  own  Thraldom  by  our 
Folly,  Flattery  and  little  felf-feeking ;  if  the  Deduc- 
tion of  us  and  our  Pofterity  be  of  ourfelves,  that  Re- 
flection hereafter  will  have  a  Sting  in  it ;  and  it  will  not 
be  enough  to  fay,  Who  would  have  thought  it  f 

Now  in  being  over-poweeed  and  conquered  by  a  Fo- 
reign Enemy  we  contract  none  of  this  Guilt,  and  fuffer  ir 
as  a  bare  Calamity.  But  there  is  no  great  fear  of  that, 
for  the  Duke  de  Rtban  is  our  Guarantee  that  we  cannot 
be  conquered  from  abroad ;  who  in  a  fpiteful  Defcription 
of  England  fays,  it  is  a  great  Animal  that  can  be  de- 
fcroyed  by  nothing  but  iffelf.  Every  body  muft  dit 
when  their  time  is  come  :  And  Empires  as  well  as  private 
Men  muft  fubmit  to  Time  and  Fate ;  Governments  hav# 
their  Infancy,  their  Meridian  and  their  Decay ;  and  the 
Preludes  to  their  Deftru&ion  are  generallyl  Luxury  and 
Pridp,  Sloth,  Prodigality,  <towar4ke,  Irrcligion,  Self- 
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intereft,  and  an  univerfal  Negleft  of  the  Publick.  God 
grant  this  be  not  the  Condition  of  a  Nation  I  know. 

Well,  'tis  all  one  ;  for  let  a  Standing  Army  be  what  It 
will,  ftill  we  tnuft  have  it  for  this  unanfwerable  Reafon^ 
<viz.  The  Defence  of 'the  Nation  from  a  fudden  Invafon 
for  unlefs,  fay  they,  you  have  an  Army  to  lie  leiger,  you 
are  liable  to  be  overrun  by  a  foreign  Enemy  e*  re  you  are  a- 
ware  ;  and  you  will  Jhew  lefs  Wit  than  JEio^s  Rhinoce- 
rot  ;  yon  will  have  your  Men  to  raife9  and  your  Teeth  t§ 
whet,  when  you  fbould  ufe  them.  This  Thou ght  I  con  v 
fefs  is  very  natural  and  obvious,  and  therefore  could  not 
poffibly  efcape  our  wife  Forefathers ;  yet  we  canot  learn 
that  ever  they  put  it  in  pra&ice,  which  is  a  great  fign  they 
did  not  like  it.  No,  we  are  all  well  aflured  that  they 
would  not  have  fuffered  a  Mercenary  Army  to  defend  th* 
Nation  if  they  would  have  done  it  gratis.  They  would 
rather  have  miftrufted  it  would  double  the  Invafion,  and 
make  it  as  big  again  as  it  was.  I  do  not  fpeak  this  by 
guefs,  but  have  it  from  the  wife  Sir  Robert  Cetton,  who 
being  confulted,  3  Caroli,  in  a  difficult  State  of  Affairs, 
amongfl  other  things  gave  this  Advice  at  the  Council- 
Table  :  Rujhworth,  pag.  469,  There  muft  be,  to  with* 
fiand  a  Foreign  Invafion  y  a  propertlen  of  Sea  and  Lani 
Forces.  And  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  no  March  by  Land 
can  be  of  that  fpeed  to  make  head  againfl  the  landing  of  an 
Enemy :  Then  thnt  follows,  Thr.t  there  is  no  fuch  Pre* 
vaiiicn  as  to  be  Mujler  of  the  Sta. 

For  the  Land  Forces,  if  it  were  for  an  offenjive  War9 
the  Men  of  lefs  Livelihood  were  be  ft  f pared  ;  and  we  ufed 
formerly  to  make  fuch  Wars  Purgamenta  Reipublicie,  if 
we  made  no  farther  Fur  chafe  by  it.  But  for  the  Safety 
ef  the  Commonwealth,  the  Wifdom  of  all  times  did  never 
intruft  the  Publick  Caufe  to  any  other  than  to  fuch  as  had 
a  Portion  in  the  Publick  Adventure.  And  that  we  faw 
in  eighty  eight,  when  the  Care  of  the  !^ueen  and  of  the 
Council  did  make  the  Body  of  that  large  Army  no  other  than 
if  the  Trained  Bands. 

In  the  fame  Advice  to  the  King  he  lets  him  know  how 
the  People  refented  his  keeping  up  an  Army  in  the  Win- 
ter, tho  we  were  then  in  War  both  with  France  and  Spain* 
The  words  are  thefc  ; 
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And  the  dangerous  Difafies  to  the  People  are  not  a  Vittl. 
impr$<ved  by  the  unexampled  Courfe,  as  they  coucei<ve^-ef  re- 
taining an  Inland  Army  in  Winter  Seafon^^when  former 
Times  of  general  Fear,  as  in  eighty^eight,  produced  none 
fucb  ;  and  makes  them  in  their-- cfi 'fir a tied  Fears  conjeclure 
idly,  it  was  raifed  wholly  to  fubjecl  their  Fortunes  to  the 
Will  of  Power  rather  than  of  Law,  and  to  make  good 
fome  farther  Breach  upon  their  Liberties  and  Freedoms  at 
Home,  rather  than  defend  us  from  auy  Force  abroad.  And 
tells  the  King  the  Confequences  of  thefe  Jealoufies  is 
worthy  a  prudent  and  preventing  Care. 

But  what  Jignify  the  Proceedings  of  former  Ages  to  us  ? 
fay  the  Projectors,  the  World  is  Jfrangely  altered,  and  the 
Power  of  France  is  become  fo  formidable^  that  it  can 
tte<ver  be  oppofed in  /^Elizabeth  way.  They  ftill  keep 
up  an  Army  of  three  or  four  hundred  taoufand  Men,  and 
how  mall  us  defend  ourfelves  againft  all  thofe,  without 
ten  or  fifteen  thoufand  difciplined  Trops  ? 

I  think  the  Author  of  the  Argument,  page  iS.and 
19,  hath  fufficiently  (hewed  the  Difficulty,  sf  not  Jm- 
poffibility,  of  a  Foreign  Invafion,  whilft  we  are  fuperiGr 
at  Sea  ;  the  great  improbability  the  French  King  lnould 
engage  in  fuch  a  Defign,  and  much  greater  he  mould 
fucceed  in  it.  Bur  that  we  may  for  ever  lay  this  Goblin, 
we  will  admit  our  Fleets  to  be  kidnapp'd  by  an  unlucky 
Wind,  whilft  the  French  land  twenty  thoufand  Men  in 
our  Country.  To  in  gratitude  for  this  Concefiion  I  hope 
my  Adverfaries  will  grant  that  their  Fleet  cannot  get  back 
again  without  our  meating  with  them,  (fince  the  fame 
Wind  that  carries  them  home,  will  carry  us  out)  or  if 
they  will  not  be  fo  good-natur'd  as  to  allow  this,  I  will 
undertake  for  them  (for  we  live  in  an  undertaking  Age) 
that  they  will  agree  we  mail  intercept  their  Supplies. 
Then  the  Cafe  is  thus,  That  twenty  thoufand  Men,  of 
which  few  can  be  Horfe,  are  landed  in  Englaud,  without 
any  humame  probability  of  being  fupplied  from  a- 
broad. 

I  fay,  this  Army  (hall  never  march  twenty  miles  into 
the  Country  ;  for  they  cannot  put  themfelves  in  a  march- 
ing Podure  in  le<s  than  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks ;  and 
by  that  time  we  may  have  100000  Milita  drawn  dowa 
«pon  them,  whereof  ten  thoufand  lhall  b«  Horfe,  and  a$ 
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many  Dragoons  as  wc  pleafe  :  And  if  this  Militia  does 
nothing  elle  but  drive  the  Country,  cut  off  their  Foragers 
and  Stragglers,  poffefs  themfelves  of  the  Defiles,  and 
intercept  Provisions,  their  Army  mull  be  dcftroyed  in  a 
fmall  Time. 

Of  this  Kind  I  could  give  many  Inftances  out  of  Hif- 
tory  :  But  becaufe  antient  Ones  they  fay,  will  not  fit  our 
Purpofe,  I  will  give  you  a  late  one  out  of  Ireland. 

\fi.  I  think  it  will  be  readily  agreed,  there  are  tea 
Men  in  England,  for  one  in  Ireland. 

zdly.  That  King  William  had  more  EngliJhdXi&  Scotch 
to  join  with  him  in  Ireland,  than  the  French  King  hath 
Malecontents  in  Ireland. 

^dly.  That  even  our  Militia  have  more  Courage  than 
Ir'tjhmen,  And  yet  tho'  wc  had  eight  thoufand  Horfe 
and  above  thirty  thoufand  Foot  in  Ireland,  and  a  great 
Part  of  the  Country  in  our  PofTeffion,  yet  we  were  more 
than  four  Years  in  conquering  the  Reft,  andalmoft  a  Mi- 
racle we  did  it  then.  And  1  believe  no  Man  will  deny  , 
if  we  could  not  have  fupplied  our  Army  from  England^ 
but  they  had  all  there  perimed  ;  fuch  is  the  Advantage  of 
fighting  upon  one's  own  Dunghill. 

And  to  mew  v>  hat  Treatment  the  French  are  like  to 
meet  with  in  England,  I  will  put  you  in  Mind  of  the 
Furbeck  Invafion,  which  was  fo  private,  that  it  was  feen 
only  by  an  old  Man  and  a  Boy  :  And  yet  though  the 
Country  thought  the  Government  againft  them,  we  had 
above  forty  thoufand  Volunteers  in  Arms,  in  two  or  three 
Days  Time,  who  came  thither  on  their  own  Accord  to 
give  them  the  Meeting ;  and  if  they  had  been  there,  I 
doubt  not  would  have  given  a  good  Account  of  them. 
Our  Court  when  it  was  over  fhewed  their  Diflike  of  it, 
and  queftioned  the  Sheriff  of  Dorfetjhire  about  it.  And 
though  we  have  forgot  it,  yet  I  believe  the  French  will 
remember  Furbeck  ;  for  it  fhewed  the  true  Spirit  and  Ge* 
nius  of  the  EngUJh  Nation. 

To  conclude,  The  whole  Management  of  this  Projett 
is  ridiculous ;  but  the  fatal  Confequences  of  it  require 
deeper  Thought :  For  when  we  have  fooled  ourfelves  in  - 
to  the  Bondage  of  a  Standing  Army,  how  lhall  we  ever 
get  out  of  it  again  ?  Not  as  the  Nation  freed  themfelves 
from  the  Court  of  Wards.    We  cannot  buy  it  off  for 
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two  very  good  Rcafons :  No  Money  will  be  taken  for  ifj 
and  we  (hall  have  Nothing  to  give  which  is  not  theirs  al- 
ready :  Our  Eftatet,  Lives  and  Liberties  will  be  all  at 
tkeir  Command.  They  will  have  the  Keys  of  our  Mo* 
ney,  and  the  Titles  to  our  Lands  in  their  Power. 

This  laft  and  irreparable  Mifchief  and  Mifery  the  Pro- 
jectors had  prepared  for  us.  But  under  a  gracious  King 
and  a  wife  Parliament,  I  hope  we  fhall  never  fee  it. 
His  Majefty's  Declaration  is  direttly  againft  a  Standing 
Army,  As  a  Means  to  aflijt  all  Arbitrary  De/gns,  and 
thereby  enjlaue  the  Nation ;  direclly  againft  all  wicked 
Attempts  of  Conqueft,  and  all  Defpotick  Government  -r 
'tis  full  of  Liberty  and  Property  in  every  Part :  So  that 
we  are  fure  to  be  fafe  on  that  fide.  And  this  Declaratioa 
was  fo  highly  valued,  and  fo  wholly  relied  upon  by  the 
Parliament,  that  it  is  incorporated  into  our  Laws  as  the 
only  Redrefs  of  our  paft  Grievances  and  Oppreflions,  and 
the  bed  Foundation  of  our  future  Happinefs :  And  with 
entire  Confidence  that  his  Majefty  would  continue  to  a& 
in  purfuance  of  that  Declaration,  the  Parliament  refolved 
that  he  Ihould  be,  and  be  declared  King.  So  that  it  is  to 
be  accounted  the  Facia  Connjenta  of  this  Government. 

Here  I  know  the  Projectors  will  fay,  That  the  Army 
condemned  by  the  Declaration,  was  the  late  King  James** 
Army,  kept  up  in  Time  of  Peace,  without  Confent  of 
Parliament;  whereas  this  S:anding  Army  is  to  be  kept  up 
with  their  Confent. 

True  it  was  fo,  and  therefore  it  was  a  Riot  and  unlaw- 
ful Aflembly  every  Hour  it  flood ;  and  having  no  Law  for 
it,  it  might  have  been  prefented  or  indi&ed  ;  to  no  Pur- 
pofe  indeed :  But  as  an  Jnvafion  upon  the  Subjedt  it  might 
be  refilled  and  pulled  down  as  a  Nufance,  whenever  the 
Nation  found  themfelves  able.  But  fuppofe  this  Army 
had  been  made  Part  of  the  Conftitution,  and  had  obtained 
an  A61  of  Parliament  for  it,  which  is  as  much  as  we  can 
have  for  a  King  or  a  Queen ;  what  then  had  become  of 
us  ?  They  were  Aids  and  Inftruments  of  Arbitrary  Go- 
vernment before,  but  then  they  had  been  legal  Inftru- 
ments, and  had  enflaved  us  by  Authority.  Infhort  we 
could  not  have  relieved  ourfelves  from  them,  nor  any  one 
elfe  in  our  Behalf, becaufe  our  own  A&  and  Deed  would 
have  always  beea  good  againft  us.  The  delightful  Notion 
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we  know  his  Majefly  by,  is  that  of  our  Deliverer,  whick 
he  was  upon  this  Occafion.  But  thefemifchievousProjeclori 
would  turn  it  into  fuch  a  Deliverance,  as  if  we  had  been 
helped  over  a  Ford,  to  be  afterwards  loft  in  the  Sea, 
And  as  to  the  Parliament,  we  are  fafe  on  that  Side,  for  a 
Reafon,  amongft  others,  which  is  in  the  Declaration  in 
thefe  Words :  And  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  thofe  nvb» 
have  invited  us>  or  thofe  that  ha<ve  already  tome  to  ajjift 
&r,  will  join  in  a  wicked  Defgn  of  Conquefi,  to  make  <void 
their  own  Titles  to  their  Honour /,  Eft  at  a  and  htertfls. 


A  POSTCR  IP% 

With  Remarks  on  a  late  publijhed  List  of 
Irifli  Papifts,  now  in  the  French  King's 
Service. 


THE  Advocates  for  a  Standing  Army  having  lately 
published  a  Lift  of  an  Army  of  lrijb  and  other 
Papifts  now  in  the  French  King's  Service*  which  they  fay 
are  ready  when  called  for,  I  could  not  let  that  Paper 
go,  without  fome  Remarks  ;  becaufe  it  informs  us  of 
fome  things,  that,  if  I  miftake  not,  deferve  the  Confi- 
deration  of  all  true  Englifh  men*  and  are  as  followeth. 

r .  That  there  is  in  France  an  Army  of  eighteen  thou- 
fand  Irifh  and  other  Papifts*  with  King  James  at  the  Head 
of  them. 

2.  That  they  are  ready  to  be  tranfported  hither  whem 
called  for. 

3.  They  give  broad  Hints  that  there  is  a  Sort  of  Mem 
aiaongft  us,  who  will  call  for  them. 

+.  That 
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4.  That  thcfe  Irijb  and  their  Correfpondents  will  &fl* ' 
fwer  whatever  has  been  or  (hall  be  written  againft  a  {land- 
ing Army. 

To  the  firft  I  anfwer,  that  though  the  Irijh  are  the  belt 
Troops  in  the  World  to  plunder,  murder,  and  maffacre 
the  innocent  and  defencelefs  People,  yet  they  are  thfc 
worft  of  all  Soldiers  when  they  meet  with  Refiftance, 
The  late  War  in  Ireland,  particularly  the  Siege  of  Lon- 
donderry, and  the  routing  of  Jujlin  Maccarty,  one  of 
their  bed  Officers,  who  was  at  the  Head  of  a  confidera^ 
ble  Army,  by  a  fmall  Number  of  the  defpifed  Militia, 
has  abundantly  demonftrated  this  Truth.  And  it  deferves 
the  Refentment  of  the  Englijb  Nation,  to  find  the  Ene- 
mies of  their  Country  endeavouring  at  la  ft  to  fright  them 
with  that  defpicable  Crew*  when  the  Terror  they  would 
have  given  us  of  the  French  Armies  has  proved  ineffectual. 
Befjdes,  the  French  King  is  in  PofTeffion  of  thefe  Irijh 
Troops ;  they  ferve  him,  and  are  paid  by  him :  And  no 
Man  but  a  publick  Boutefeu  would  have  the  Confidence 
to  fay,  He  will  lend  them  to  King  James  to  invade  us : 
For  what  will  that  be  lefs  than  declaring  a  new  War  \ 
And  they  who  think  it  in  the  Power  of  the  French  King 
to  affift  King  James  againft  us,  without  any  Breach  of 
the  late  Treaty,  do  in  effect  fay,  That  due  Care  has  not 
been  taken  of  the  Nation,  than  which  there  cannot  be  a 
more  fcandalous  Reflection  on  his  Majefty. 

To  the  fecond  and  third  of  their  Menaces  I  fhall  only 
fay,  that  it  is  fomewhat  Extraordinary >  that  Men  mould 
dare  publickly  to  avow  their  Correfpondence  with  our 
Enemies,  to  own  themfelves  acquainted  with  their  De- 
figns  againft  us>  to  threaten  the  People  with  an  Army  of 
Irijh  Banditti,  and  to  let  us  know  that  there  are  fome 
amongft  us  ready  to  join  them.  But  the  Great  Council  of 
the  Nation  being  now  affembled,  will  undoubtedly  make 
fuch  Provifion  for  our  Safety,  that  neither  they  nor  theif 
Correfpondents  fhall  be  able  to  hurt  us. 

In  the  laft  Place  they  tell  us,  that  this  is  an  Anfwer  to 
The  Argument  againft  a  ftanding  Army,  and  to  all  that  has 
or  (hall  be  written  on  that  Subject.  Here's  thorough 
Work  indeed  :  And  it  is  Pity  it  mould  want  a  Place  in 
ttie  next  Edition  of  the  Irijh  Wifdom*  Mr.  Bayes's  fight- 
ing 
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ifig  Ungly  againft  whole  Armies  is  nothing  to  it :  For  he 
like  a  modeft  Man,  was  only  for  routing  fuch  as  mould 
be  raifed,  and  never  once  dreamt  of  deftroying  them  be* 
fore  they  had  a  Being. 

It  is  hoped  therefore  that  this  lafl  Goblin  will  do  us  no 
more  hurt  than  all  the  Reft,  that  have  been  induftrioufly 
raifed  to  terrify  the  People,  and  to  diflurb  the  Publicte 
Peace. 


(48  ) 


^LETTER  from  the  Author  of  the 
Argument  againji  a  Standing  Army, 
to  the  Author  of  the  Balancing  Letter. 


d  1  *> 

TH  O'  the  Journeymen  Scribblers  with  all  the& 
Scurrility  can't  provoke  me  to  give  them  an 
Anfwer,  y£t  When  I  fee  myfelf  levelPd  at  in 
Tuch  foft  Language  and  Gentleman-like  Behaviour*  I  am 
ihe  more  afraid ;  Timto  Danaos^  tff  dona  fertntes. 

You  have  been  pleas'd  in  your  laft  Paragraph  to  owtt 
the  Matter  to  be  fo  nice  and  important,  that  it  ought 
to  be  feverely  examined  without  falfe  Colours  and  po* 
pular  Rhetorick ;  and  you  are  pleas'd  to  give  yourfelf 
the  Charatter  of  one  zealous  for  Liberty,  a  great  Adven- 
turer for  it,  and  to  have  a  great  Stake  in  it.  If  you 
are  the  Gentleman  I  guefs  you  to  be,  I  believe  your 
Stake  is  now  confiderable ;  but  you  being  a  great  Ad- 
venturer in  getting  it,  it  is  not  worth  magnifying  your- 
felf for  it  i  which  gives  me  Occafion  to  fay  1  am  not  of 
a  defperate  Fortune,  and  what  Stake  I  have  being  pro* 
vided  for  me  by  my  Ancestors*  I  am  more  afraid  ot  lo^ 
ling  it  than  if  it  were  my  own  Acquifition.  And  aftef 
this  fhort  Preface,  I  will  proceed  to  examine  into  the  Mat* 
ter  without  falfe  Colours  or  popular  Rhetorick. 

I  think  your  Letter  hath  fhew'd  thefe  three  Thing*. 

1.  What  you  would  have. 

2.  How  long  you  would  have  it* 

3.  For  what  Reafons.  * 
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Firjly  I  perceive  you  would  have  us  believe  we  have 
an  Honourable  Peace  to  the  Wonder  of  the  World,  and 
that  nothing  can  hurt  us  but  Animofities  and  JeaJoufies 
amongft  ourfelves :  And  fecondly,  you  would  have  a 
Land  Force  to  maintain  this  Peace.  Now,  Sir,  I  muft 
beg  your  Pardon  if  my  Faith  differs  from  your's ;  for 
I  can't  believe  we  have  an  Honourable  Peace  in  cafe 
we  are  oblig'd  to  keep  up  a  Standing  Force  to  maintain 
it.  Peace  is  a  Ceffation  of  the  Exercife  of  the  Ufe  of 
Arms,  that  we  may  with  Safety  turn  our  Swords  into 
Plough-mares,  and  Spears  into  Pruning-hooks  ;  and  the 
Prayers  of  the  Church  commanded  by  his  Majefty  for 
Thankfgiving  for  this  Peace,  have  taken  in  that  very 
Text :  And  if  this  our  Peace  will  not  anfwer  this  Cha- 
racter, it  is  not  fuch  a  Peace  as  you  would  have  us  be- 
lieve we  are  blefs'd  with.  But  fmce  we  have  not  fuch 
a  Peace  (for  you  know  better  than  I)  I  will  go  on  for 
Argument-lake  with  your's,  to  fupply  this  Imperfection 
in  it.  You  are  pleas'd  to  fay,  Page  3.  when  you  feem 
to  prepare  us  to  confider  of  the  NecefTity  of  a  Land 
Force,  you  are  far  from  the  Thoughts  of  a  Standing  Ar- 
my. Now  I'll  tell  you,  Sir,  what  I  apprehend  a  Stand** 
ing  Army  to  be  ;  Horfe  and  Foot  rais'd  under  Commif- 
fion  granted  by  the  King,  with  Swords  and  Piflols, 
Pikes  and  Mufkets,  Powder  and  Ball  to  kill  Men.  If 
you  by  your  Land  Force  mean  none  of  all  thefe,  I  am 
very  impertinent  in  differing  with  you.  But  till  you  arc 
pleas'd  to  diftinguifh  your  Land  Force  from  this  Defcrip- 
tion,  I  belive  all  Men  will  think  you  mean  the  fame  by 
a  Land  Force,  as  I  do  by  a  Standing  Army  ;  which  if  you 
do,  then  you  have  declar'd  your  Thoughts  againft  it, 
and  made  yourfelf  guilty  of  the  moil  apparent  Contra- 
diction that  ever  I  faw  wrote  in  fo  good  a  Stile. 

The  next  Thing  you  mew  is,  How  long  you  would 
have  thefe  Land  Forces  continue,  and  that  is  from  Year 
to  Year :  Which  put  me  in  Mind  of  a  Covenant  us'd 
inconveying  Lands  in  Hoi/and,  whereby  the  Seller  war- 
rants the  Land  to  the  Purchafer  for  a  Year  and  a  Day, 
which,  according  to  their  Law,  is  for  ever  ;  and  fo,  I 
fuppofe,  when  you  fay  from  Year  to  Year,  you  mean  m 
fecula  /ecukrum,  as  will  appear  by  and  by. 

Vol.  L  C  Th* 
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The  third  Tiling  is,  for  what  Reafons  you  would  have 
this.  And,  Firft,  you  abhor  to  give  his  Majefty  a  Jca^ 
loufy  of  his  People,  as  if  he  were  not  fare  amongfl  them 
v/ithout  Guards :  But  you  fay  the  Cafe  a:  prefent  is, 
Wkether,  coniidering  the  Circumflances  that  we  and  our 
Neighbours  are  now  in,  it  may  not  be  prudent  and  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  keep  up  a  reafonablc  Force  from  Year  to 
Year ;  and  fo  you  feem  to  lay  a  great  Strefs  upon  the 
Fafhion  of  other  Countries.  You  fay  Fog.  4.  the  whole 
World,  more  particularly  our  Neighbours,  have  now  got 
into  the  miftaken  Notion  of  keeping  up  a  mighty  Force  ; 
and  the  moft  powerful  of  thefe  happens  to  be  our  next 
Neighbour,  who  will  very  probably  keep  up  great  Ar- 
mies, and  we  may  appear  too  inviting  if  we  are  in  an 
unguarded  Condition. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Fafhion  of  other  Countries.  I  re- 
member that  Gcd  having  declared  Laws  to  the  Ifraelites, 
commanded  them  to  keep  them,  and  not  to  follow  or 
hanker  after  the  Fafhions  of  other  Nations,  either  ia 
Worlhip  or  Government.  And  if  we  are  in  the  Fafhion 
of  our  Neighbours  in  having  an  Army,  we  mull  have 
their  fafhioned  Government  too.  It  is  the  Fafhion  of  the 
French  King  to  have  a  Standing  Army,  and  it  is  the  Fa- 
ftiion  of  his  Subjecls  to  be  Slaves  under  that  Standing  Ar- 
my. I  obferye  Men  that  are  addicted  to  Fafhions,  follow 
them  in  every  Thing.  Now  to  be  Freemen  under  a 
Standing  Army  is  not  the  Fafhion  of  our  Neighbours. 
And  I  am  afraid  we  mall  never  think  ourfelves  compleat- 
ly  in  the  Falhion  till  we  have  got  Wooden  Shoes 
too. 

But  I  fee,  Sir,  you  are  not  fo  much  a  Fop  as  to  be  in 
the  Fafhion,  for  Fafhion  Sake,  but  that  you  think  there 
is  a  Neceffity  for  it ;  for  you  are  afraid  of  being  invaded 
by  eur  Neighbours,  the  next  and  greater!  of  whom  will 
probably  keep  up  great  Armies.  And  here  by  the  Way, . 
before  1  forget  it,  \  would  put  you  in  Mind  of  your  Te- 
nure from  Year  ro  Year  ;  for  I  trnnk  by  this  Argument 
you  would  have  our  Land  Force  to  continue  as  long  as 
the  Trench  King  is  in  a  minaken  Notion  of  Keeping  up 
great  Armies,  io  that  from  Year  to  Year  is  already  be- 
come a  Phrafe  for  ever.   For  my  Part  I  ihouid  be  unwil- 
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ling  to  ftay  for  any  Thing  1  wifh  for,  till  the  French  King 
difbands  his  Army.  Therefore,  Sir,  do  not  draw  Men 
into  your  Propofals,  by  (owing  Pillows  under  them,  by 
foft  Language,  cf  a  Land  Force,  not  Standing  Army9 
from  Year  to  Year,  under  the  Confideration  of  Parlia* 
ment.  Let  us  have  plain  Words,  and  then  your  Propo- 
fals, according  to  your  own  Rcalbns,  mult  beforaStand- 
jng  Army  in  England,  as  long  as  the  French  King,  or  any 
of  his  SucceiTors,  keep  up  a  Standing  Army  in  France: 
you  had  as  good  open  your  Matter  fairly  at  firit,  for  every 
thing  elfe  is  but  flourish  till  you  come  to  the  Point. 

Now,  Sir,  I  confefs  I  give  as  little  Credit  to  the  Words 
and  Leagues  of  Princes  as  you  do,  and  depend  more  upon 
their  Jntereft  than  Integrity  for  the  Performance  of  them, 
and  therefore  am  not  for  leading  them  into  Tempations 
to  attack  us,  and  would  always  have  a  Defence  fuitable 
to  our  Danger.  Nature  hath  armed  all  Creatures  with 
Weapons  to  oppofe  thofe  that  affault  them,  and  the  Po- 
licy of  Man  hath  found  out  feveral  artificial  ones  for  him- 
felf.  Now  the  fole  Debate  between  us  is,  in  whofe 
Hands  thefe  Weapons  mould  be  put. 

Of  this  Matter  I  have  difcourfed  from  the  1 8  th  to  the 
26th  Page  of  my  Argument ,  which  you  neither  can  or  do 
pretend  to  anfwer,  and  therefore  I  refer  you  thither  again : 
Indeed  in  your  9th,  10th,  and  nth  Pages,  you  tell  us, 
that  regular  and  difciplined  Troops  are  far  fuperior  to  the 
bed  and  ftrongeft  Militia  in  the  World,  admitting  this 
Condition,  that  there  are  no  regular  or  difciplined 
Troops  in  that  Militia.  But  I  will  make  bold  to  tell  you, 
that  a  Militia  may  be  as  well  difciplined  as  any  Army; 
nay  our  own  Army,  if  they  were  difbanded,  will  moil  of 
them  be  fent  to  the  Militia;  and  I  fuppofe  calling  them 
by  a  new  Name,  will  not  make  them  worfe  Soldiers. 
Now  as  to  your  Inftances  in  Hiftory,  I  mail  only  make 
this  fmall  Objection  to  them  all,  that  you  are  miftaken  in 
every  particular.  For  the  Perjian  Army  was  made  up  of 
Staeding  Troops,  kept  up  in  the  feveral  Provinces  of  the 
Empire,  and  not  of  Militia,  as  you  falfly  infinuate  :  And 
with  thefe  Armies  they  conquered  eafiiy  the  feveral  Prin- 
cipalities which  made  up  their  vail  Empire,  which  were 
defended  by  Standing  Armies  s  but  when  they  came  to 
C  2  fight 
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fight  with  the  Greek  Militia,  all  their  mighty  Armies 
came  to  Nothing.  Of  this  we  have  the  Inftances  of  Xe* 
fiophon,  who  with  ten  thoufand  Greeks,  marched  three 
thoufand  Miles  through  their  Country,  in  fpight  of  a 
numerous  Army  oblerving  him.  Afterwards  of  Jgtft- 
laus,  who  with  a  fmall  Spartan  Militia  had  put  an  End 
to  the  Perfian  Empire,  if  the  Factions  of  Greece  had  not 
called  him  home.  The  mighty  Army  of  Xerxes  was 
deftroyed  by  a  Greek  Militia.  Nay  the  better  Part  of 
Alexander 's  Army  was  made  up  of  a  Militia  taken  out  of 
Che  feveral  Cities  of  Greece. 

The  hiftance  you  give  of  the  Romans  makes  as  much 
againft  you;  for  they  found  more  Difficulty  in  conquering 
a  few  little  Commonwealths  about  them,  who  fought  by 
Militias,  than  JJia,  Egypt,  and  all  the  arbitrary  Govern- 
ments they  conquered,  which  fought  againft  them  with 
Handing  Armies.  Who  will  deny  that  C^/ar's  Conquefts 
over  the  Gal  lick  Militia,  were  greater  than  Pompcys  over 
the  Jfiatick  Handing  Armies?  And  whereas  you  fay, 
Page  nth,  that  nothing  flood  before  the  Roman  Armies 
v/hJft  they  were  kept  under  Difcipline ;  but  when  all 
their  Order  was  broke,  and  they  became  a  Militia,  the 
Northern  Nations  in  Europe,  as  well  as  the  Saracens  in 
the  Eaft,  over-run  the  Roman  Empire,  I  mufl  take  leave  to 
fay,  the  jufl  contrary  to  this  is  true :  For  whilfl  they  fought 
by  a  Militia,  they  conquered  the  whole  World ;  but  af- 
terwards, in  the  Time  of  the  Emperors,  when  they  kept 
up  Standing  Armies  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
Men,  as  Tacitus  reckons  them,  they  were  over-run  by  e- 
very  barbarous  Nation  that  invaded  them. 

Your  Inftance  of  Hannibal  is  Nothing  to  the  Purpofe, 
for  the  Carthaginians  did  not  beat  the  Romans,  but  Han* 
bal  the  Roman  Generals.  He  got  no  Viclory  but  by  his 
own  fingle  Condud ;  and  when  the  Romans  fought  againft 
any  other  General,  they  were  feldom  unfuccefsful. 

The  Turks  alfo  met  with  much  more  Trouble  in  fub- 
du:ng  the  Hungarian  and  Epirot  Militia,  than  all  their 
Empire  bcfides.  Scanner  beg,  with  a  fmall  Militia  came 
off  conflantly  fuccefsful  in  two  and  twenty  Battles  againft 
their  numeious  Standing  Armies.  Huniades  and  his  Son 
Mathuis%  fought  always  with  Militias  againft  the  Turkijh 
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Standing  Armies,  and  performed  fuch  Actions  as  Poller i- 
ty  can  hardly  believe,  and  I  am  fure  were  never  equalled 
by  any  other  Force. 

And  whereas  you  fay  the  Prefervation  of  England  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Time  was  by  Accident,  and  we  nrnfl: 
not  always  expedto  live  upon  Miracles  :  I  do  not  find  but 
that  excellent  Princefs,  and  her  Court  were  of  another' 
Opinion.  We  do  not  find  her,  or  her  Creatures,  after 
the  Spaniards  were  defeated,  to  ufe  this  Cant  to  the  Par- 
liament. "  Gentlemen,  you  fee  what  a  Danger  you  have 
lately  efcaped,  we  were  preferved  by  Providence  and 
Chance,  but  I  hope  you  will  not  always  expect  Miracles : 
It  is  neceffary  to  keep  up  a  Standing  Force,  for  I  cannot 
depend  upon  the  Defence  of  my  People."  She  fcorned 
fuch  Tram,  and  would  have  caged  any  evil  Counsellor, 
who  durtt  give  her  fuch  Advice  :  She  thought  herfelf  iafe 
in  the  Affection  of  her  People,  though  this  Gentleman, 
at  above  a  hundred  Years  Diftance,  tells  her  the  contrary. 

But  you  feem  very  apprehenfive  of  being  furprized 
without  Notice;  and  mention,  Page.  5th,  the  late  At- 
tempts from  la  Hegue  and  Calais-,  and  that  if  in  a  Time 
Of  War  and  Jealoufy  we  were  fo  near  being  fatally  over- 
run, without  Warning  or  Intelligence,  it  is  much  more 
poflible  to  fee  fuch  Deligns  laid  in  Times  of  Sloth  and 
Quiet,  when  we  are  under  no  Fears,  and  have  n®  No  ice 
of  it.  Sir,  I  have  no  better  Opinion  of  our  Intelligence, 
during  the  War,  than  you  have.  However  the  Bufinef* 
of  la  Hague  was  the  Talk  of  the  Exchange,  and  in  all 
the  publick  Prints,  befides  the  Gazette,  two  Months  be- 
fore it  happened  *.  And  as  to  that  of  Calais,  His  Majes- 
ty, by  his  extraordinary  Care,  furprized  the  Enemy  with 
feventy  Sail  on  their  Coafts,  which  they  never  expected. 
And  that  our  Notice  mould  be  more  difficult  in  Peace 
than  War,  I  cannot  underftand,  lince  in  the  latter  all 
Ports  are  (hut,  and  Merchants  flopt,  and  in,  the  former 
the  Ports  are  open,  Travellers  abroad,  Merchants  at  Sea^ 
and  an  EmbaiTador  at  their  Court. 

Page  the  8th,  You  give  a  grea:  Character  of  arbitrary 
Government,  where  Men  a»e  ruined  that  tail  in  perform- 
ing what  is  expected  from  them,  or  m  keeping  the  Secrets 
that  are  enjoined  them,  by  which  the  Prince  can  execute 
C  1  Things 
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Things  in  other  Manner,  than  can  be  conceived  by  thofe 
that  live  in  free  Governments.  I  am  fure  if  Impunity 
of  thofe  who  fail  in  performing  their  Duty,  and  in  keep- 
ing our  Secrets  be  the  Character  of  a  free  Government, 
we  are  free  wirh  a  witnefs.  But  I  cannot  fee  why  the 
punifhing  of  them  mould  be  inconfiflent  with  a  frc« 
Government. 

And  after  all,  you  fcem  to  apprehend  as  ill  Confe- 
rences from  a  Standing  Army  as  I  do,  as  Page  the  14th, 
where  fpeaking  of  the  Dangers  of  it,  you  fay,  This  is  a 
large  Field,  and  Hiilory  is  fo  full  of  Jnftances  of  this 
Kind,  that  it  will  be  eafy  to  open  copioufly  on  the  Sub- 
ject. From  the  Pretorian  Cohorts  down  to  our  modern 
Armies,  enough  can  be  gathered  to  give  a  very  frightful 
Reprefenfation  of  a  Standing  Army.  And  afterwards 
Page  the  1 yhy  I  do  not  deny  but  feverat  Inconveniences 
jnay  be  apprehended  from  a  Standing  Force,  and  there- 
lore  I  mould  not  go  about  to  perfuade  you  to  it,  if  the 
Thing  did  not  feem  indifpenfably  Neceffary.  Now  I 
f  profe  by  indifpenfable  NccelTily,  you  rr.eap,  you  arc 
fure  without  this  Army  that  our  Neighbours  will  invade 
us,  and  that  it  is  impoflible  our  Fleets  or  Militia,  how- 
ever managed,  can  be  able  to  defend  us :  Whether  there 
is  fuch  a  NecefTity  or  not,  I  refer  you  to  my  Argument  ; 
and  if  there  is  not,  you  have  given  up  the  Queftion  : 
For  you,  in  efFect,  admit  a  certain  Slavery  on  one  Side,  and 
if  there  is  but  contingent  Ruin  on  the  other,  it  is  eafy  to 
determine  of  which  fide  the  Ballance  lies.  But  you  fay 
that  the  Parliament  fhall  overlook  it,  but  will  you  be  Se- 
curity the  Army  fhall  not  overlook  the  Parliament  ?  O 
but  that  cannot  be,  if  they  are  kept  up  from  Year  to 
Year !  C<?Jar,  with  ail  his  Genius,  could  not  work  his 
Army  to  it  in  lefs  than  ten  Years. 

Sir,  If  that  be  the  exact  Time  of  corrupting  an  Army, 
pray  confider  that  ours  hath  been  kept  up  nine  Years  al- 
ready. But  I  am  as  far  from  any  Jealoufy  of  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty  as  you  are,  and  yet  I  am  not  afraid  to  fay,, 
that  Army  which  can  do  no  hurt,  can  do  no  good. 

It  is  impofTible  to  confider  of  a  Standing  Force  which 
fhall  be  fufficient  to  oppofe  a  Foreign  Power,  without 
eonfidering  it  at  the  fame  Time  fufficieut  to  fuppreis  the 

Subject 
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gubpft  at  home :  For  they  muft  beat  thofe  who  you  fup- 
pofe  can  beat  us ;  and  I  muft  confefs  I  am  unwilling  to 
depend  on  their  good  Will. 

Sir,  P..  re  15,  you  feem  to  think  me  a  jealous,  melan- 
choly and  timorous  Man,  over-run  with  the  Spleen ;  but 
I  fancy  myfelf  as  free  from  all  this  without  a  Place,  as 
perhaps  you  are  with  one.  Come  don*t  fear  your  Stake, 
I  dare  give  you  Land  Security  that  you  will  come  off  a 
Winner. 

And  as  for  the  gallant  Gentlemen- of  the*  Army,  whorrt 
you  fear  will  be  Loiers,  I  (hall  be  as  ready  as  you  to  re- 
compenfe  them  for  their  Bravery.  But  to  fuppofe  our 
Fleets  to  be  furprized  and  betrayed,  and  our  Militia  to 
be  recreant,  and  all  our  Intelligence,  Fidelity  and  Cou- 
rage to  be  lodged  in  a  Standing  Army,  I  mull  confefs  is* 
out  of  my  Power. 

In  Page  the  8th  you  fay,  you  cannot  fee  fbme  Men 
grow  all  on  a  fudden  fuch  wonderful  Patriots,  fo  jealous 
of  the  Prerogative,  fuch  Zealots  for  publick  Liberty, 
without  remembering  what  their  Behaviour  was  in  the  late 
Reigns.  Now  I  muft  own  to  you,  I  am  better  pleafed 
to  fee  this,  than  to  fee  fome  Men,  who  were  fuch  won^ 
derful  Patriots,  £i>V.  in  the  laft  Reigns,  a&  the  fame  Part 
now,  as  muck  as  in  them  lies,  as  the  others  did  for- 
merly. 

Before  I  have  done  I  muft  take  Notice  of  one  Paf- 
fage  in  your  ioth  Page  You  fay  whenever  the  fatal 
Time  comes  that  this  Nation  grows  weary  of  Liberty, 
and  has  neither  the  Virtue,  the  Wifdom,  nor  the 
Force  to  preferve  its  Conftitution,  it  will  deliver  up 
all,  let  all  the  Laws  poffible,  and  all  the  Bars  imagin- 
able be  put  in  the  Way  to  it.  It  is  no  more  poflible  to 
make  a  Government  immortal,  than  to  make  a  Man 
immortal.  When  I  join  this  to  the  fenfible  Impreflions 
you  feem  to  have  of  the  Danger  of  a  Standing  Army 
mi  the  next  Line,  and  an  indifpenfable  Neceffity  of 
keeping  oner  methinkt  you  give  broad  Flints  that  you 
think  our  Time  is  come.  But  I  doubt  not  but  there 
is  Virtue  enough  yet  in  England^  to  preferve  our  Con- 
ftitution,  though,  a  wifer  Head  than  yours  defigncd  it* 
Ruin* 
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I  will  conclude  in  telling  you  we  have  a  happy 
Government,  where  the  King  hath  all  the  Power  ne- 
cefiary  to  execute  the  Laws.  All  Title  arifes  upon 
an  equal  Diflribution  of  Power  ;  and  he  that  gets  an 
Over-ballance  of  Power  (for  you  and  I  are  a  bal- 
ancing) takes  away  the  Title  from  the  Reft,  and  leaves 
them  a  PolTeflion  without  a  Right,  which  is  a  Tenure  at 
the  Will  of  the  Lord. 

Sir,  in  Hopes  you  will  keep  up  your  Correfpon- 
dence,  I  conclude  myfelf, 


Your  moji  bumbk  Servant* 


A 
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The  PREFACE. 

f"  '|f""^  HERE  is  nothing  in  which  the  Generality  of 
m       Mankind  are  fo  much  ?nift«ken  as  when  they 
Jl,      talk  of  Government  .     The  different  Effects  of  it 
are  obvious  to  every  one,   but  few  can  trace  its  Caujesm 
Moft  Men  having  indigefted  ideas  of  the  'Nature  of  it,  at-> 
tribute  all  public  Mifcarriagcs  to  the  Corruption  of  Man* 
kind,    They  think  the  whole  Mafs  is  infecled,    that  it  is 
i:npojfible  to  make  any  Reformation,  and  fo  fubmit  patient* 
ly  to  their  Country* s  Calamities,  or  elfe  /bare  in  the  'h    I : 
whereas  Complaints  of  this  Kind  are  as  old  as  the  WertSL 
and  every  Age  has  thought  their  own  theworfl.  We  h'..  vc 
not  only  our  own  Experience,  but  the  Example  of  a}l  Times., 
to  prQVi  that  Msn  in  the  fame  Circnmflances  will  do  Sw 
C_S  fam$ 
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feme  Things,  call  them  what  Names  of  Difiin&ion  you 
fleafe.  A  Government  is  a  mere  Piece  of  Clockwork  5 
.end  having  fuch  Springs  and  Wheels,  muft  acl  after  fuch 
*  Manner :  And  therefore  the  Art  is  to  confitute  it  f> 
that  it  muft  move  to  the  public  Advantage.  It  is  certain 
that  every  Man  twill  ad  fcr  hi:  own  Inter  eft  ;  and  all 
wife  Governments  are  founded  upon  that  Principle :  So  that 
ibis  •whole  Myftery  is  only  to  ?nakc  the  Intereft  of  the  Go- 
vernors and  Governed  the  fame.  In  an  abfolute  Monarchy, 
where  the  whole  Power  is  in  one  Man,  his  Intereft  will 
be  only  regarded:  In  an  Ariftocracy  the  Intereft  of  a  few; 
and  in  a  free  Government  the  Intereft  of  every  one.  This 
would  be  the  Cafe  of  England  if  fome  Abufes  that  have 
lately  crept  into  our  Conjiitution  were  removd.  The  Tree" 
dom  of  this  Kingdom  depends  upon  the  People's  chufng  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  are  a  Part  of  the  Legiflature, 
end  have  the fole  Power  of  giving  Money.  Were  this  a  true 
Reprefentative,  and  free  from  external  Force  or  private 
Bribery,  nothing  could  pafs  there  but  what  they  thought 
nvas  for  the  public  Advantage.  For  their  own  Intereft  is 
Jo  interwoven  v:ith  the  People's,  that  if  they  acl  for 
themfelves  {which  every  one  of  them  will  do  as  near  as 
he  can)  they  muft  ail  for  the  common  Intereft  of  England. 
And  if  a  few  among  them  Jhould  find  it  their  Intereft  to 
gibufe  their  Power,  it  will  be  the  Intereft  of  all  the  reft 
$o  punifth  them  for  it'  and  then  our  Governmene  would  a8 
Mechanically,  and  a  Rogue  will  as  naturally  be  hanged  as 
a  Clock  fir  ike  Twelve  when  the  Hour  is  come.  This  is  the 
Fountain-head  from  whence  the  People  expe£l  all  their  Hap- 
finefs,  and  the  Redrefs  of  their  Grievances  ;  and  if  we 
£an  preferve  them  free  from  Corruption,  they  will  take 
Care  to  keep  every  Body  elfe  fo.  Our  Conftitution  feems  to 
fyave  provided  for  it,  by  never  fujfering  the  King  ( till 
Charles  the  Seconds  Reign  J  to  have  a  Mercenary  Army 
to  frighten  them  into  a  Compliance,  nor  Places  or  Reve- 
nues great  enough  to  bribe  them  into  it.  The  Places  in 
the  King's  Gift  were  but  few,  and  moft  of  them  Patent 
Places  for  Life,  and  the  reft  great  Offices  if  State  enjoy* d 
by  fingle  Perfons,  which  feldom  fell  to  the  Share  of  th$ 
Commons,  fuch  as  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer9 
Privy -Seal,  Lord  High-Admiral,  &c.  and  when  thefeOf- 
JScts  were  poftfia1  by  tht  Lords,  tht  Cmmem  were  fevert 
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Irtquifitors  into  their  Aflipns.  Thus  the  Government  of 
England  continud from  the  Time  that  the  Romans  quit* 
ted  the  ljlandy  to  the  Time  of  Charles  the  Fir  ft,  who  was 
the  firft  I  have  read  of  that  made  an  Oppofition  to  him- 
felf  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  Road  to  Preferment ;  of 
which  the  Earl  of  Strafford  and  Noy  were  the  mo  ft  re* 
markable  Inftances,  who  from  great  Patriots  became  the 
thief  Affertors  of  Defpotic  Power.  But  this  fervd  only 
to  exafperate  the  rejl ;  for  he  had  not  Places  enough  for  all 
that  expecled  them,  nor  Money  enough  to  bribe  them.  'Tis 
true,  he  raised  great  Sums  of  Money  upon  the  People  ;  but 
it  being  without  Authority  of  Parliament,  and  having  nb 
Army  to  back  him,,  it  met  with  fuch  Difficulties  in  he 
raifig,  that  it  did  him  little  Good,  and  ended  at  laji  ift 
his  Ruin,  though  by  means  of  a  long  and  ?niferable  War^ 
which  brought  us  from  one  Tyranny  to  another ;  for  the 
Army  had  got  all  Things  into  their  Power,  and  govern  & 
the  Nation  by  a  Council  of  War,  whieh  made  all  Parties 
join  in  calling  in  Charles  the  Second:  So  that  he  came  in 
with  the  general  Applaufe  of  the  People,  who.  in  a  kind 
Fit  gave  him  a  vaft  Revenue  for  Life.  By  this  he  was 
enabled  to  raife  an  Army,  and  bribe  the  Parliament,  which 
he  did  to  the  Purpofe  •*  but  being  a  luxurious  Prince,  he 
eould  not  part  with  great  Sums  at  snce.  He  only  fed  them 
from  Hand  to  Mouth :  So  that  they  found  it  as  necejfary 
to  keep  him  in  a  conftant  Dipcndance  upon  them,  as  they 
had  upon  him.  They  knew  he  would  give  them  ready  Mo- 
ney  no  lo?iger  than  be  had  alfolute  NeceJ/ity  for  themr  and 
he  had  not  Places  enough  in  his  Difpofal  to fecure  a  Majo- 
rity in  the  Houfe  \  for  in  thofe  early  Days  the  Art  was 
not  found  out  of  fplitting  and  multiplying  Places ;  as  in- 
ftead  of  a  Lord  Treafurer  to  have  Five  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury  ;  in  ftead  of  a  Lord  Admiral,  to  have  Seven  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  j  to  have  Seven  Gomtniffioners  of  the  Cu- 
Jioms,  Nine  of  the  Excifet  Fourteen  of  the  Navy  Office y 
Ten  of  the  Stamp  Office \  Eight  of  the  Prize  Office,  Six- 
teen of  the  Commiffioners  of  Trade,.  Two  of  the  Poft  Of- 
fice, Four  of  the  Tr an/ports,  Four  for  Hackney  Coaches^ 
Four  for  Wine'LicenceSy  Four  for  the  Viclualling  0ffice9 
Multitudes  of  other  Offices  which  are  endlefs  to  enumerate* 
I  believe  the  Gentlemen  who  have  the  good  Fortune  to  be 
injomeof  theje  Imployments,  will  think  I  complement  them 9 
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if  IfiouU  fay  they  have  not  been  better  executed  fince 
they  w ere  in  fome  Hands,  than  when  in  fewer     and  I 
tnufi  confefs,    I  fee  no  Reafon  why  they  may  not  be  made 
twice  as  many,  and  fo  ad  infinitum,  unlefs  the  Number  be 
etfcertaind  by  Parliament ;  and  what  Danger  this  may  be 
to  our  Conftitution,   I  think  of  with  Horror,    For  if  in 
Ages  to  come  they  Jhould  be  all  given  to  Parliament  Men, 
.what  will  become  of  our  fo  much  boajied Liberty  ?  What 
fball  be  done  when  the  Criminal  becomes  the  fudge,  and 
the  Malefactors  are  left  to  try  themj elves?   We  may  be 
fure  their  common  Danger  will  unite  them,   and  they  will 
all  ftand  by  one  another.    I  do  not  /peak  this  by  Guefs  ; 
for  I  have  read  of  a  Country  where  there  was  a  conjlant 
Series  of  Mi/management  for  many  Tears  together,  and 
jet  no  Body  was  puniftPd :   And  even  in  our  own  Country 
J  believe,  fome  Men  novj  alive  can  remember  the  Time, 
when  if  the  King  had  but  twenty  more  Places  in  his  Dif 
fofal,   or  difpo/id  of  thofe  he  had  to  the  befl  Advantage, 
the  Liberty  of  England  had  been  at  an  End,    I  would  not 
be  under  food  quite  to  exclude  Parliament  men  from  having 
Places ;  for  a  Man  may  ferve  his  Country  in  two  Capact* 
ties :  hut  I  would  not  have  it  to  be  a  Qualification  for  a 
Place ,  becaufe  a  poor  Borough  thinks  a  Man  fit  to  repre- 
fent  them,  that  therefore  he  muft  be  a  Statefman,  a  Law~ 
\er,  a  Soldier,  an  Admiral,    and  what  not?  If  this  Me* 
thod  Jhould  be  taken  in  a  future  Reign,   the  People  muft 
not  expeel  to  fee  Men  of  Ability  or  Integrity  in  any  Places, 
while  they  hold  them  by  no  other  Tenure  than  the  Differ* 
-vice  they  do  their  Country  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
are  fure  to  be  turned  out  upon  every  prevalent  Faction  on 
the  other  Side,    They  muft  then  never  expeel  to  fee  the  Houfe 
ef  Commons  ad  vigorously  for  the  Intereft  either  of  King 
or  People ;  but  fome  will  fer vilely  comply  with  the  Court 
to  keep  their  Places,  others  will  oppofe  it  as  unreafonably 
to  get  them  :   And  thofe  Gentlemen  whofe  Defigns  are  for 
their  Country's  Intereft,  will  grow  weary  of  the  befl  Form 
tf  Government  in  the  World,  thinking  by  Mi  flake  the  Fault 
is  in  our  Conftitution .    I  have  heard  of  a  Country,  where 
the  Dif  put  es  about  Offices  to  the  Value  of  thirty  thoufand 
Pounds  per  Annum,  have  made  fx  Millicus  ineffectual  i 
what  by  fome  Mens  proftitute  Compliance,  and  others  open- 
ly clogging  the  fFbuJh  i±  bat  cauid  fFati?  andNecrJlty 
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in  all  Kinds  of  Men,  Bribery,  Treachery,  Profanenefs, 
Atheifni,  Prodigality,  Luxury,  and  all  the  Vices  that  at- 
tend a  remifs  and  corrupt  Adminifirationy  and  a  univerfal 
Neglec?  of  the  Public.  It  is  natural  to  run  from  one  Ex- 
treme to  another  ;  and  this  Policy  fix  ill  at  laji  turn  upon 
any  Court  that  ufes  it ;  for  if  they  Jhculd  be  refold  d  to 
give  all  Offices  to  Parliament-men,  the  People  wHl  think 
themf elves  under  a  NeceJJiiy  to  obtain  a  Law  that  they 
Jhould  give  none,  which  has  been  more  than  once  attempt- 
ed in  our  own  Time.  Indeed,  though  there  may  be  no  great 
Inconvenience  in  fuffering  a  few  that  have  Places  to  b$ 
in  that  Houfe,  fuch  as  come  in  naturally,  without  any  in- 
direel  Means,  yet  it  will  he  fatal  to  us  to  have  many  : 
For  all  wife  Governments  endeavour  as  much  as  pojfble 
to  keep  the  Legifative  and  Executive  Parts  afunder,  that 
they  they  may  be  a  Chech,  upon  one  another.  Our  Govern- 
ment trufts  the  King  with  no  Part  of  the  Lcgijlative  but 
a  Negative  Voice,  which  is  abfolutely  nectffary  to  preferve 
the  Executive,  One  Part  of  the  Duty  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  is  to  punijh  Offenders,  and  redrefs  the  Grievances 
eccafond  by  the  Executive  Part  of  the  Government ;  and 
how  can  that  be  done  if  they  Jhould  happen  to  be  the  fame 
Perfons,  unlefs  they  would  be  public k-f pir it ed  enough  to 
hang  or  drown  them/elves  ? 

But  in  my  Opinion,  in  another  Thing  of  no  lefs  Impor~ 
tance,  we  deviated  in  Charles  the  Second's  Time  from  our 
Conftitution  ;  for  though  we  were  in  a  Capacity  of  punifh* 
ing  Offenders,  yet  we  did  not  know  legally  who  they  were. 
The  Law  has  been  always  very  tender  of  the  Per/on  of  the 
King,  and  therefore  has  difpos*d  the  Executive  Part  of  thi 
Government  in  fuch  proper  Channels,  that  whatfoever  lef- 
fer  Exceffes  are  committed,  they  are  not  imputed  to  him, 
hut  his  Minifters  are  accountable  for  them  His  Great 
Seal  is  kept  by  his  Chancellor,  his  Revenue  by  his  Treafu- 
rer,  his  Laws  are  executed  by  his  Judges,  his  Fleet  is 
tnanag'd  by  his  Lord  High  Admiral,  who  are  all  accoun* 
table  for  their  Mi/behaviour.  Formerly  all  Matters  of 
State  and  Dzfcretion  were  debated  and  refolv'd  in  the 
Privy  Council,  where  every  Man  fubfcribyd  his  Opinion, 
and  was  anfwerable  for  it.  The  late  King  Charles  was 
the  fir  ft  who  broke  this  mo  ft  excellent  Part  of  our  Confu- 
tation, by  fettling  a  Cabal  or  Cabinet  Council,  where  all 
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Matters  of  Canfquenc^  debated  and  refolded,  and  then 
brought  t§  the  Privy  Council  t§  be  confirmed.  The  fir  ft 
Tootfeps  we  have  of  this  Council  in  any  European  Go- 
vernment were  in  Charles  the  Ninth**  'Time  of  France,. 
when  rcfelving  to  maffacn  the  Proteftants,  he  durfi  not 
truft  his  Council  with  it,  but  chofe  a  fw  Men  whom  h* 
caird  his  Cabinet  Council:  And  confiderittg  what  a  Ge- 
nealogy it  had,  "'tis  no  Wonder  it  bath  been  fo  fatal  both* 
to  King  and  People.  To  the  King  ;  for  whereas  our  Con* 
JHtution  has  provided  Miniflcrs  in  the  federal  Parts  of  the 
Government  to  a?ifwcr  for  Mifcarriagesr  and  to  Jkreen 
him  from  the  Hatred  of  the  People  ;  this  on  the  contrary 
frotecls  the  Minifiersr  and  expofes  the  King  to  all  the 
Complaints  of  his  Subjects..  And  "'tis  as  dangerous  to  the 
People  ;  for  whatever  MiJ carriages  there  at  e,  no  Body 
can  be  punijh'd  for  them  ;  for  they  jufiify  themj elves  by 
a  Sign  Manual,  or  perhaps  a  private  Direction  from  the 
King  ;  and  then  we  have  run  it  fo  far,  that  we  cannot 
follow  it.  The  Confluence  of  this  mufi  be  continual  Heart- 
burnings between  Ki?tg  and  People  v  and  no  one  can  fits 
the  Event, 
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IF  any  Man  doubts  whether  a  Standing  Army  is  SIa~ 
very,  Popery,  Mahometifm,  Paganifm,  Atheifm,  or 
any  Thing  which  they  pleafe,  let  him  read, 

Firfi,  The  Story  of  Matho  and  Spendius  at  Carthaget 
and  the  Mamalukcs  of  Egypt. 

Secondly,  The  Hiftories  of  Strada  and  Bentivolioy 
where  he  will  find  what  Work  nine  thoufand  Spaniards 
made  in  the  Seventeen  Provinces,  though  the  Country 
was  full  of  fortified  Towns,  pofTefied  by  the  Low  Coun- 
try Lords,  and  they  had  Afliftance  from  Germany,  Eng- 
land  and  France. 

Thirdly,  The  Hiftory  of  Philip  de  Commines,  where  he 
will  find  that£ttv/V  the  utb  ixiflaved  the  vaft  Country 
*    of 
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©f  France  with  25000  Men,  and  that  the  raifing  500 
Horfe  by  Philip  of  Burgundy,  firnamed  the  Good,  wa* 
the  Ruin  of  thofe  Provinces. 

Fourthly,  Ludlow  s  Memoirs,  where  he  will  find  that 
an  Army  raifed  to  defend  our  Liberties,  made  Football* 
of  that  Parliament,  at  whole  Actions  all  Europe  flood  a- 
mazed,  and  in  a  few  Years  fet  up  ten  feveral  Sorts  of 
Government  contrary  to  the  Genius  of  the  whole  Na- 
tion, and  the  Opinion  of  Half  their  own  Body :  Such  is* 
the  Influence  of  a  General  over  an  Army,  that  he  can 
make  them  ac~l  like  a  Piece  of  Mechanifm*  whatever 
their  private  Opinions  are. 

Lajlly,  Let  him  read  the  Arguments  againfi  a  Stand* 
ing  Army,  the  Difcourfe  concerning  Militias,  the  Militia^ 
Reformed,  and  the  Anfwers  to  them  :  But  left  all  thi* 
mould  not  fatisfy  him,  I  will  here  give  a  Short  Hiftorjr 
of  Standing  Armies  in  England,  I  will  trace  this  Myfte- 
ry  of  Iniquity  from  the  Beginning,  and  fhow  the  feveral 
Steps  by  which  it  has  crept  upon  us. 

The  firfl  Footfteps  I  find  of  a  Standing  Army  in  Eng~ 
land  fmce  the  Romans  left  the  Ifland,  were  in  Richard 
the  Second's  Time,  who  raifed  four  thoufand  Archers  in 
Chejhire,  and  fuffered  them  to  plunder,  live  upon  Free 
Quarter,  beat,  wound,  ravifli  and  kill  wherever  they 
went ;  and  afterwards  he  called  a  Parliament,  encom- 
paffed  them  with  his  Archers,  forced  them  to  give  up 
the  whole  Power  of  Parliaments,  and  make  it  Treafon 
to  endeavour  to  repeal  any  of  the  Arbitrary  Conftitutions 
that  were  then  made  ;  but  being  afterwards  obliged  to* 
go  to  Ireland  to  fupprefs  a  Rebellion  there,  the  People 
took  Advantage  of  it,  and  dethron'd  him. 

The  Nation  had  fuch  a  Specimen  in  this  Reign  of  a 
Standing  Army,  that  I  do  not  find  any  King  from  him 
to  Charles  the  Firft,  that  attempted  keeping  up  any 
Forces  in  Time  of  Peace,  except  the  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard,  who  were  conftituted  by  Henry  the  Seventh  * 
and  though  there  were  feveral  Armies  raifed  in  that 
Time  for  French,  Scotch,  Irijb,  other  foreign  and  do- 
meftic  Wars;  yet  they  were  con flantly  difbanded  as  foon 
as  the  Occafion  was  over.  And  in  all  the  Wars  of  York 
and  Lan<ajicr9  wbateye  r  Party  prevailed,  we  do  not  find 
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they  ever  attempted  to  keep  up  a  Standing  Army.  Such 
was  the  virtue  of  thofe  times,  that  they  would  rather  run 
the  hazard  of  forefeiting  their  Heads  and  Eftates  to  tne 
rage  of  the  ©ppofitc  Party,  than  certainly  inflave  their 
Country,  tho*  they  themfelves  were  to  be  the  Ty- 
rants. 

Nor  would  they  fuffer  our  Kings  to  keep  up  an  Army 
in  Ireland,  tho'  there  were  frequent  Rebellions  there,  and 
by  that  means  their  Subje&ion  very  precarious;  as  well 
knowing  they  would  be  in  England  when  called  for  In 
•the  rlrft  three  hundred  Years  that  the  EngUjb  had  Poffef- 
fion  of  that  Country,  there  were  no  Armies  there  but  in 
times  of  War.  The  firft  Force  that  was  eftabliuYd  was 
in  the  i^thof  Edward 'the  fourth,  when  120  Archers  on 
Horfeback,  40  Horfemen,  and  40  Pages  were  eftablifh'd 
by  Parliament  there;  which  fixYe.rs  after  wereredue'd 
to  80  Archers,  and  20  Spearmen  on  Horfeback.  After- 
awards  in  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  in  the  Year  1535,  the 
Army  in  Ireland  was  300  ;  and  in  1543,  they  were  irf- 
creafed  to  380  Horfe  and  160  Foot,  which  was  the  E- 
ftablilhment  then.  I  fpeak  this  of  times  of  Peace  :  for 
>vhen  -the  Irijh  were  in  Rebellion,  which  was  very  fre- 
quent, the  Armies  were  much  more  confiderable.  In 
Queen  Mary's  time  the  Standing  Forces  were  about  1 200. 
In  moft  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign  the  lrljh  were  in 
open  Rebellion  ;  but  when  they  were  all  fupprefs'd,  the 
Army  eftablifn'd  was  between  1500  and  2000:  about 
which  number  they  continued  till  the  Army  rais'd  by 
Strafford,  the  1  $tho  (Charles  the  \ft. 

In  the  Year  1602  dy'd  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  with  her 
all  the  Virtue  of  the  Plant  agenets,  and  the  Tudars.  She 
made  \\<tEnglijh  Glory  found  thro'  the  whole  Earth  :  She 
firft  taught  her  Country  the  Advantages  of  Trade ;  let 
bounds  to  the  Ambition  of  France  and  Spain  ;  afliiied  the 
Dutch,  but  would  neither  permit  them  or  France  to  build 
any  great  Ships  ;  kept  the  Keys  of  the  Rivers  Maes  and 
Schcld  in  her  own  hands ;  and  died  with  an  uncontrord 
Dominion  of  the  Seas,  and  Arbitrefs  of  Chriiiendom. 
All  this  fhe  did  with  a  Revenue  not  exceeding  300000 
pounds  per  Annum ;  and  had  but  inconfiderable  Taxes 
irom  her  People, 

No 
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^STo  fooner  was  1L\ng  James  come  to  the  Crown,  but 
ail  the  Reputation  we  had  acquir'din  her  glorious  Reign 
was  eclips'd,  and  we  became  the  fcorn  of  all  Nations 
about  us,  contemned  even  by  that  State. we  had  created, 
who  infultedus  at  Sea,  fextid.  Amboyna,  Poleroo*,  Seratr, 
and  other  Places  in  the  Eaft-Indies%  by  which  they  in- 
grofs'd  that  moll  profitable  Trade  of  Spices ;  fifli'd  upon 
our  Coafts  without  paying  the  cuftomary  Tribute,  and  at 
the  fame  time  prevail'd  with  the  King  to  deliver  up  the 
Cautionary  Towns  of  Brill,   Ramekins,  and  Flujhing, 
for  a  very  fmall  Confideration,  tho'  there  were  near  fix 
Millions  Arrears.    He  fquandred  the  public  Treafure, 
difcountenanc'd  all  the  great  Men  who  were  rais'd  in  the 
glorious  Reign  of  his  PredecelTor,  cut   off  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh's  Head,  advanced  Favourites  of  his  own,  Men  of 
no  Merit,  to  the  higheft  Preferment ;  and  to  maintain 
their  Profufenefs,  he  granted  them  Monopolies,  infinite 
Projects,  proitituted  Honours  for  Money,  rais'd  Bevevo- 
lences  and  Loans  without  Authority  of  Parliament.  And 
when  thefe  Grievances  were  complain*  d  of  there,  he 
committed  many  of  the  principal  Members  without  Bail 
or  Mainprife,  as  he  did  afterwards  for  prefuming  to  ad- 
drefs  him  againft  the  Spanijh  Match.    He  pardon'd  the 
Earl  of  Somerfet  and  his  Wife  for  Sir  Thomas  Owerburyi 
Murder,  after  he  had  imprecated  all  the  Curfes  of  Hea- 
ven upon  himfelf  and  his  Pofterity  ;  and  it  was  general- 
ly thought  becaufe  the  Earl  was  Acceffary  to  the  poifon- 
ing  Prince  Henry.    He  permitted  his  Son- in-law  to  be 
ejected  out  of  his  Principalities,  and  the  Proteftant  In- 
terefl  to  be  run  down  in  Germany  and  France,  while  he 
was  bubbled  nine  Years  together  with  the  hopes  of  the 
Spanijb  Match,  and  a  great  Fortune.    Afterwards  he 
made  a  difhonourable  Treaty  of  Marriage  with  France, 
giving  the  Papifts  Liberty  of  Confcience ;  and  indeed,  as 
he  often  declared,  he  was  no  otherwife  an  Enemy  to  Po- 
pery, than  for  their  depofing  of  Kings,  and  King-killing 
Doctrine.  In  Ireland  he  gave  them  all  the  Incouragement 
he  durft ;  which  PoKcy  has  been  follow  d  by  all  his  Sue- 
cefibrs  iince  to  this  prefent  Reign,  and  has  ferv'd  'em  to 
two  purpofes :  One  is,  by  this  they  have  had  a  pretence 
to  keep  up  Standing  Armies  thereto  awe  the  Natives  ; 
and  the  other,  that  they  might  make  ufe  of  the  Natives 
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againfl  their  EngUJh  Subjects.  In  this  Reign  that  ridi- 
culous Do&rine  of  Kings  being  Jure  Dinjino  was  coined,, 
never  before  heard  of  even  in  the  Eaftern  T  yrannies. 
The  other  Parts  of  his  Government  had  fuch  a  mixture 
of  Scharamvchi  and  Harlequin,  that  they  ought  not  to- 
be  fpoken  of  ferioufly;  as  Proclamations  upon  every 
Trifle,  fame  againft  talking  of  News  ;  Letters  to  the 
Parliament,  telling  them  he  was  an  old  and  wife  King  *r 
that  State  Affairs  were  above  their  reach,  therefore 
they  mull  not  meddle  with  them,  and  fuch  like  Trum- 
pery. But  our  haopinefs  was,  that  this  Prince  was  a 
great  Coward,  and  hated  the  fight  of  a  Soldier  ;  fo  that 
he  could  not  do  much  againft  us  by  open  force.  At  lafl 
he  died  (as  many  have  believed)  by  Poifon,  to  make  room 
for  his  Son  Charles  the  Firft. 

T  his  King  was  a  great  Bigot,  which  made  him  the 
Darling  of  the  Clergy ;  but  having  no  great  reach  of 
&  his  own,  and  govern'd  by  the  Priefts  (who  have  been  al- 
ways unfortunate  when  they  have  meddled  with  Politics) 
with  a  true  Ecclefiaftic  Fury  he  drove  on  to  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  all  the  Liberties  of  England.  This  King's  whole 
Reign'  was  one  continued  Ad  againft  the  Laws.  He  di(- 
folvt  d  his  firft  Parliament  for  prcfuming  to  inquire  into  his 
Father's  Death,  tho*  he  loft  a  great  Sum  of  Money  by  it^ 
which  they  had  voted  him  :  He  entred  at  the  fame  time 
into  a  War  with  France  and  Spain,  upon  the  private  Pi- 
ques  of  Buckingham,  who  managed  them  to  the  eternal 
Difhonour  and  Reproach  of  the  EngUJh  Nation  ;  witneft 
the  ridiculous  Enterprizes  upon  Cadiz,  and  the  Ifle  of 
&hetm  He  delivered  Pennington's  Fleet  into  the  French 
hands,  betrayed  the  psor  Roche  Hers,  and  fufFered  the 
Proteftant  Intereftin  France  to  be  quite  extirpated.  He 
raifed  Loans,  Excifes,  Coat  and  Conducl-mony,  Tun- 
nage  and  Poundage,  Knighc-hood  and  Ship  money, 
without  Authority  of  Parliament ;  knpofed  new  Oaths 
on  the  Subjects,  to  difcover  the  value  of  theit  Eftates  ; 
imprifoned  great  numbers  of  the  moft  confiderable  Gen- 
try and  Merchants  for  not  paying  his  Arbitrary  Taxes  ; 
fome  he  fent  beyond  Sea,  and  the  poorer  fort  he  prefr. 
for  Soldiers.  He  kept  Soldiers  upon  free  Quarter,  and 
executed  Martial  Law  upon  them.  He  granted  Monopo- 
lies without  number,  and  broke  the  bounds  of  the  F#.- 
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reft*.  He  erected  Arbitrary  Courts,  and  enlarged  others,, 
as  the  High  CommifFion- Court,  the  Star-Chamber,  Court, 
of  Honour,  Court  of  Requefts,  isfc.  and  unfpeakable 
OpprefEons  were  committed  in  them,,  even  to  Men  of 
the  flrft  Quality,  He  commanded  the  Earl  of  Brifiol 
and  Bifhop  of  Lincoln  not  to  come  to  Parliament ;  com- 
mitted and  profecuted  a  great  many  of  the  moft  eminent 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  what  they  did 
there,  fome  for  no  caufe  at  all,  and  would  not  let  them 
have  the  benefit  of  Habeas  Corpus ;  fufpended  and  con- 
fm'd  Arch-Bifhop  Abbot,  becaufe  he  would  not  licenfe  a 
Sermon  that  aflcrted  Defpotic  Power,  whatever  other 
caufe  was  pretended.  He  fufpended  the  Bifhop  of  Glo+ 
after,  for  refufing  to  fwear  never  to  confent  to  alter  the 
Government  of  the  Church  ;  fupported  all  his  Arbitrary 
Minifters  againft  the  Parliament,  telling  them  that  he 
wondred  at  the  foolifh  Impudence  of  any  one  to  think  he 
would  part  with  the  meaneft  of  his  Servants  upon  their 
account :  and  indeed  in  his  Speeches,  or  rather  Menaces* 
he  treated  them  like  his  Footmen,  calling  them  Unduti- 
ful,  Seditious,  and  Vipers.  He  brought  unheard  of  In- 
novations into  the  Church ;  preferred  Men  of  Arbitrary 
Principles,  and  inclinable  to  Popery,  efpecially  thofe 
Firebrands,  Laud,  Mountage,  and  Man*wmring,  one  of 
whom  had  been  complained  of  in  Parliament,  another 
impeached  for  advancing  Popery,  and  the  third  condem- 
ned in  the  Houfc  of  Lords.  He  difpenfed  with  the 
Laws  againft  Papifts,  and  both  encouraged  and  preferred 
them.  He  called  no  Parliament  for  twelve  years  toge- 
ther, and  in  that  time  governed  as  arbitrarily  as  the 
Grand  Seignior.  He  abetted  the  Irijb  Maflacre,  as  ap- 
pears by  their  producing  a  CommifTion  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  Scotland,  by  the  Letter  of  Charles  the  id  in  fa^ 
vour  of  the  Marquefs  of  Aiitrim,  by  his  Hopping  the 
Succours  that  the  Parliament  fent  to  reduce  Ireland  fix 
Months  under  the  Walls  of  Cbefter,  by  his  entring  into 
a  Treaty  with  the  Rebels  after  he  had  engaged  his  Faith 
to  the  Parliament  to  the  contrary,  and  bringing  over 
many  thoufands  of  them  to  fight  againft  his  People.  It 
is  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  Oppremons  of  his  Reign  ; 
but  having  no  Army  to  fupport  him,  his  Tyranny  was 
precarious,  and.atlaft  his  ruin,    Tho'  he  extorted  great 
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Sams  from  the  People,  yet  it  was  with  fo  much  diffi- 
culty, that  it  did  him  little  good,  Befide?,  he  fpent  fo 
much  in  foolilh  Wars  and  Expeditions,  that  he  was  al- 
ways behind-hand ;  yet  he  often  attempted  to  raife  an 
Army. 

Upon  pretence  of  the  Spanijb  and  French  War  he  raifed 
many  thoufand  Men,  who  lived  upon  free  Quarter,  and 
robb'd  and  deftroyed  wherever  they  came.  But  being  un- 
fuccefsful  in  his  Wars  abroad,  and  preft  by  the  Clamours 
of  the  People  at  home,  he  was  forced  to  difband  them. 
In  1627  he  fent  over  30000/.  to  Holland  to  raife  3000 
German  Hor fe,  to  force  his  arbitrary  Taxes;  but  this 
matter  taking  Wind,  and  being  examined  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, Orders  were  fent  to  countermand  them.  In  the 
1  yh  Year  of  his  Reign  he  gave  a  CommifTion  to  Straf- 
ford to  raife  8000  Irijh  to  be  brought  into  England:  but 
before  they  could  get  hither,  the  Scots  were  in  Arms  for 
the  like  OpprefTio:;S,  and  marched  into  Northumberland, 
which  forcing  him  to  call  a  Parliament,  prevented  that 
defign,  and  fo  that  Army  was  difbanded.  Soon  after  he 
raifed  an  Army  in  England  to  qppofe  the  Scots,  and  tam- 
pered with  them  to  march  to  London,  and  diifolve  the 
Parliament :  But  this  Army  being  compofed  for  the  moil 
part  of  the  Militia,  and  the  matter  being  communicated 
te  the  Houfe,  who  immediately  fell  on  the  Officers  that 
were  Members,  AJhburnham%  Wilmot,  Pollard,  &c.  the 
delign  came  to  nothing.  After  this  there  was  a  Pacifi- 
cation between  the  King  and  the  Scots ;  and  in  purfuance 
of  it  both  Armies  were  diibanded.  Then  he  went  to 
Scotland,  and  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  them  to  invade 
England ;  but  that  not  doing,  he  fent  a  Meffage  to  the 
Parliament,  defiring  their  concurrence  in  the  raifing  3000 
Irijh  to  be  lent  to  the  King  of  Spain ;  to  which  the 
the  Parliament  refufed  to  confent,  believing  he  would 
make  another  ufe  of  them.  When  he  came  back  to 
London,  he  picked  out  3  or  400  diffolute  Fellows  out  of 
Taverns,  gaming  and  brothel  Houfes,  kept  a  Table  for 
them  ;  and  with  this  goodly  Guard  all  armed  he  entred 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fat  down  in  the  Speaker's 
Chair,  demanding  the  delivery  of  5  Members  :  But  the 
Citizens  coming  down  by  Land  and  Water  with  Mufquets 
upon  their  Shoulders  to  defend  the  Parliament,  he  at- 
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tempted  no  further.  This  fo  enraged  the  Houfe,  that 
they  chofe  a  Guard  to  defend  themfelves  againfl  future 
Infults,  and  the  King  foon  after  left  London.  Sometime 
before  this  began  the  Irijh  Rebellion,  where  the  Irijb  pre- 
tended the  King's  Authority,  and  (hewed  the  Great  Seal 
to  juftify  themfelves;  which  whether' true,  or  falfe, 
raifed  fuch  a  jealoufy  in  the  People,  that  he  was  forced 
to  confent  to  leave  the  Management  of  that  War  to  the 
Parliament  :  Yet  he  afterwards  fent  a  MefTage  to  them, 
telling  them  he  would  go  to  Ireland  in  Perfon  ;  and  ac- 
quainted them,  that  he  had  ifiued  out  Commiffions  for 
raifing  2000  Foot  and  200  Horfein  Chtjhire  for  his  Guard, 
which  they  protefted  againfl,  and  prevented  it.  By  this  we 
may  fee  what  Force  was  thought  fufficient  in  his  Reign  to 
enllave  the  Nation,  and  the  frequent  Attempts  to  get  it. 

Then  the  Civil  Wars  broke  out  between  him  and  his 
People,  in  which  many  bloody  Battels  were  fought ;  two 
of  themoft  confiderable  were  thofe  of  Newbury,  both 
won  by  new  Soldiers,  the  firft  by  the  London  Militia,  and 
the  latter  by  an  unexperienced  Army,  which  the  King 
ufed  to  call  in  derifion  the  New  Node/.  And  fome  years 
after,  the  Battle  of  Worcefter  was  in  a  great  meafure  won 
by  the  Country  Militia,  for  which  Cromwel  di  charged 
them  with  anger  and  contempt,  as  knowing  them  Inilru- 
ments  unfit  to  promote  his  Tyrannical  Defigns.  At  laft 
by  the  fate  of  the  War  the  King  became  a  Prifoner,  and 
the  Parliament  treated  with  him  while  in  that  condition, 
and  at  the  fame  time  voted  that  fome  part  of  the  Army 
fhould  bedifbanded,  and  others  fent  to  Ireland  to  reduce 
that  Kingdom  ;  upon  which  the  Army  chofe  Agitators 
among  themfelves  who  prefented  a  Petition  to  both  Hou- 
fes,  that  they  would  proceed  to  fettle  the  Affairs  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  declare  that  no  part  of  the  Army  fhould 
be  difbanded  till  that  was  done.  But  finding  their  Pe- 
tition refented,  they  fent  and  feized  the  King's  Perfon 
from  the  Parliaments  Commiffioners,  drew  up  a  Charge  of 
High  Treafon  againll  eleven  principal  Members  for  en- 
deavouring to  dilband  the  Army,  entred  into  a  private 
Treaty  with  theKing:  But  he  not  complying  with  their  de- 
mands, they  feized  London;  and  notwithstanding  the  Parlia- 
ment had  voted  the  King's  concefhon  a  ground  for  a  future 
Settlement,  they  refolved  to  put  him  to  Death,  and  in 
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order  thereto  purged  the  Houfe,  as  they  called  it,  that  is* 
placed  Guards  upon  them,  and  excluded  all  Members 
that  were  for  agreeing  with  the  King  ;  and  then  cut  off 
his  Head. 

After  this  they  let  the  Parliament  govern  for  five 
Years,  who  made  their  Name  famous  thro'  the  whole 
Earth,  conquered  their  Enemies  in  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland ;  reduced  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  to  their  own 
Terms  ;  recovered  our  Reputation  at  Sea ;  overcame  the 
Dutch  in  feveral  famous  Eattles  ;  fecured  our  Trade  and 
managed  the  public  Expences  with  fo  much  frugality,  that 
tio  Eitates  were  gained  by  private  Men  upon  the  public 
Miferies ;  and  at  lair,  were  paffing  an  Act  for  their  own 
Bifiblution,  and  fettling  the  Nation  in  a  free  and  im- 
partial Common  wealth;  of  which  the  Army  being  afraid, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  diffolve  them,  and  accordingly 
Cromn-vel  next  Day  called  two  Files  of  Mufqueteers  into 
the  Houfe,  and  pulled  the  Speaker  out  of  the  Chair,  be- 
having himfelf  like  a  Madman,  vilifying  the  Members, 
and  calling  one  a  Whoremafter,  another  a  Drunkard, 
bidding  the  Soldiers  take  away  that  Fool's  bauble  the 
Mace  y  and  fo  good  night  to  the  Parliament. 

When  they  had  done  this  Act  of  violence,  the  Council 
of  Officers  fet  up  a  new  form  of  Government,  and  chofc 
a  certain  number  of  Perfons  out  of  every  County  and 
City  of  England^  Scotland and  Ireland :  [and  thefe  they 
invefted  with  the  Supreme  Power,  but  foon  after  expelled 
them,  and  then  Crcrnwel  fet  up  himfelf,  and  framed  a 
new  Inftrument  of  Government  by  a  Protector  and  a 
Houfe  of  Commons,  in  purfuance  of  which  he  called  a 
Parliament.  But  they  not  anfwering  his  Expectations, 
he  excluded  all  that  would  not  fubferibe  his  Jnltrument  ; 
and  thofe  that  remained,  not  proving  for  his  Purpofe 
neither,  he  diHolved  them  with  a  great  deal  of  oppro- 
brious Language,  He  then  divided  England  into  feveral 
Biilricts  or  Divifions,  and  placed  Major  Generals  or  In- 
tendants  over  them,  who  governed  like  fo  many  Ba- 
fhaws,  decimating  the  Cavaliers,  and  raifing  7'axes  at 
their  Pieafure.  Then  forfooth  he  had  a  mind  to  make 
himieif  King,  and  called  another  Parliament  to  th?t  pur- 
pofe, after  his  ufual  manner  fecluding  fuch  Members  as 
be  did      like;    To  this  Affembly  he  offered  another  In* 
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&rument  of  Government,  which  was  by  a  Reprefentative 
of  the  People,  a  2</Houfe  compofed  of  70  Members  in 
the  Nature  of  aHoufeof  Lords,  and  a  fingie  Perfon  ; 
and  left  a  Blank  for  what  name  he  ihould  be  called,  which 
this  worthy  Aflembly  filled  up  with  that  of  King,  ad- 
drelTed  to  Crotnnuel  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  accept  it, 
and  gave  him  power  tor  nominate  the  Members  of  the  O- 
ther  Houfe.  This  the  great  Officers  of  the  Army  re- 
lented, for  it  deftroyed  all  their  hopes  of  being  Tyrants 
in  their  turn,  and  therefore  addreiled  the  Parliament  a- 
£ainrl  the  Power  and  Government  of  a  King,  which  made 
Cromivit  decline  that  Title,  and  content  himfelf  with 
a  greater  Power  under  the  name  of  Proteclor.  After* 
wards  he  named "  the  Other  Houfe,  as  it  was  called,  for 
the  moil  part  outef  the  Officers  of  the  Army;  but  even 
this  Parliament  not  pleafing  him,  he  didolved  them  in  2 
fury,  and  governed  the  Nation  without  any  Parliament  at 
all  till  he  died. 

After  his  death  the  Army  fet  up  his  Son  Richard,  who 
called  a  new  Parliament;  but  their  procceedings  being  not 
agreeable  to  the  humour  of  the  Soldiery  they  forced  the 
rrote&or  to  difiblve  them  :  then  they  depofed  him,  and 
took  the  Power  into  their  own  hands;  but  being  unable  to 
wield  it,  they  rerlored  the  Commonwealth,  and  foon  after 
expelledthem  again,  becaufe  they  would  not  fettle  the  Mi- 
litary Sword  independent  of  the  Civil:  Then  they  governed 
the  Nation  by  a  Council  of  War  at  Wallingford-  Houfe,  and 
chofe  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  executive  part  of  the 
Government  ;  but  that  Whim  laded  but  a  little  time  be- 
fore they  chofe  Confervators  of  Liberty  ;  and  that  not 
doing  neither,  they  agreed  that  every  Regiment  mould 
chooie  two  Reprefentatives,  and  this  worthy  Council 
mould  fettle  the  Nation  ;  when  they  met,  fometimes  they 
were  for  calling  a  new  Parliament,  [fometimes  for  rehir- 
ing the  old,  which  was  at  lafl  done. By  this  means  ali  things 
fell  into  Confufion,  which  gave  Monk  an  opportunity  of 
inarching  into  England,  where  he  acled  his  part  fo  dex- 
teroufly,  that  he  reilored  the  King  with  part  of  that  Ar- 
my which  had  cut  off  his  Father's  Head. 

This  is  a  true  and  lively  Example  of  a  Government 
tvithan  Army ;  an  Army  frthat  was  raifed  in  the  Cauie, 

and 
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and  for  the  fake  of  Liberty  ;  compofed  for  the  mod  part 
of  Men  of  Religion  and  Sobriety.  If  this  Army  could 
commit  fuch  violences  upon  a  Parliament  always  fuccefs- 
ful,  that  had  acquired  fo  much  Reputation  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  at  a  time  when  the  whole  People  were  trained 
in  Arms,  and  the  Pulfe  of  the  Nation  beat  high  for  Li- 
berty ;  what  are  we  to  expedt  if  in  a  future  Age  an  am- 
bitious  Prince  Ihould  arife  with  a  diflblute  and  debauched 
Army,  a  flattering  Clergy,  a  proftitute  Miniftry,  a  Bank- 
rupt Houfeof  L  ds,  a  Penfioner  Houfe  of  C  ns, 

and  a  flavifh  and  corrupted  Nation  ? 

By  this  means  came  in  Charles  the  Second,  a  luxurious 
effeminate  Prince,  a  deep  Diffembler,  and  if  not  aPapift 
himfelf,  yet  a  great  favourer  of  them :  Jut  the  People 
had  fuffered  fo  much  from  the  Army,  that  he  was  received 
with  the  utmoft  Joy  and  Tranfport.  The  Parliament  in 
the  Honymoon  pafied  what  Laws  he  pleafed,  gave  a  vail 
Revenue  for  Life,  being  three  times  as  much  as  any  of 
his  Predecefibrs  ever  enjoyed,  and  feveral  Millions  befides 
to  be  fpent  in  his  Pleafures.  This  made  him  conceive 
vafter  hopes  of  Arbitrary  Power  than  any  that  went  be* 
fore  him  ;  and  in  order  to  it  he  debauched  and  enervated 
the  whole  Kingdom  :  His  Court  was  a  fcene  of  Adulte- 
ries, Drunkennefs,  and  Irreligion,  appearing  more  like 
Stews,  or  the  Feafts  of  Bacchus,  than  the  Family  of  a 
Chief  Magiftrate :  And  in  a  little  time  the  Contagion 
fpread  thr®'  the  whole  Nation,  that  it  was  out  of  the 
Fafhion  not  to  be  leud,  and  fcandalous  not  to  be  a  pub- 
lic Enemy :  Which  has  been  the  occafion  of  all  the  Mi- 
feries  that  have  fmce  happened,  and  I  am  afraid  will  not 
be  extinguifhed  but  by  our  ruin.  He  was  no  fooner 
warm  in  his  Seat*  but  he  rejected  an  advantageous  Treaty 
of  Commerce  which  Oliver  made  with  France,  as  done 
by  an  Ufurper;  fuffered  the  French  to  lay  Impoikions  up- 
on all  our  Goods,  which  amounted  to  a  Prohibition,  in- 
fomuch  that  they  got  a  Million  a  Year  from  us  in  the 
overbalance  of  Trade.  He  fold  that  important  Fortrefs 
of  Dunkirk,  let  the  French  feize  St.  Chrtftophers  and  o- 
ther  places  in  North  America 

He  began  a  foolifti  and  unjuft  War  with  the  Dutch  ; 
and  tho1  the  Parliament  gave  him  vaft  Sums  to  maintain 
it,  yet  he  fpent  fo  much  upon  his  Vices,  that  they  got 

great 
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great  advantages  of  us,  and  burnt  out  Fleet  at  Chatham. 
At  laft  he  made  as  di {honourable  a  Peace  with  them,  as 
he  had  done  a  War ;  perpetual  reproach  to  our  Country, 
that  our  Reputation  at  Sea  mould  be  funk  to  fo  low  an 
ebb  as  to  be  bafHed  by  that  Nation,  who  but  a  few  Years 
before  had  fent  a  blank  Paper  to  the  Parliament,  to  pre- 
fcribe  to  them  what  Laws  they  pleafed.  During  this 
War  the  City  of  London  was  fired,  not  without  violent 
fufpicions  that  the  Fireballs  were  prepared  at  Whitehall. 
Soon  after  this  he  entred  into  the  Triple  Alliance  to  op- 
pofe  the  growing  greatnefs  of  France,  and  received  a 
great  Sum  from  the  Parliament  to  maintain  it,  which  he 
made  ufe  of  to  break  the  fame  League ;  fent  Mr.  Coven- 
try to  Sweden  to  dilfolve  it  ;  and  entred  info  a  ftrict  Al- 
liance with  France,  which  was  fealed  with  his  Siller's 
Blood.  In  Conjunction  with  them  he  made  a  new  War 
upon  Holland,  to  extirpate  Liberty,  and  the  Proteftant 
Religion ;  but  know  ing  the  Parliament  were  averfe  to 
the  War,  and  would  not  fupport  him  in  it,  he  attempted 
before  any  War  declared  to  ieize  their  Smyrna  Fleet,  lhut 
up  the  Exchequer,  and  became  fo  mean  as  to  be  a  Pen- 
fioner  to  France,  from  whence  his  PredecefTors  with 
Swords  in  their  Hands  had  fo  often  exacted  Tribute.  He 
not  oniy  fufFered,  butalfifted  them  te-arrive  at  that  pitch 
of  Greatr.efc,  which  all  Europe  fmce  hath  fufficiently  felt 
and  lamented.  He  fent  over  ten  thoufand  Men  to  aflift 
in  fubduing  Flanders  and  Germany,  by  whofe  help  they 
did  feveral  confiderable  Actions.  He  fent  them  Timber, 
Seamen,  Ship  Carpenters,  and  Models,  contrary  to  the 
Policy  of  all  Nations ;  which  railed  their  Naval  Force  to 
a  degree  almoft  equal  to  our  own  :  And  for  their  exer^ 
cife,  he  fuffered  them  to  take  multitudes  of  Englijh  Ships 
by  their  Privateers,  without  fo  much  as  demanding  fatif- 
faction. 

Luring  this  War  he  iffued  out  a  Declaration  fufpen- 
ding  the  Penal  Laws,  which  appears  to  be  defigned  in 
favour  of  the  Papifts,  by  his  directing  a  Bill  afterwards 
to  be  ftolen  a  w  ay  out  of  the  Ho  ufe  of  Lords,  for  indulg- 
ing Proteftant  Diiienters,  whom  he  perfecuted  violently 
mo.:  of  his  Reign,  while  he  both  countenanced  and  pre- 
ferred <  apifts,  broke  the  Act  of  Settlement  in  Ireland, 
reftored  them  to  their  Eltates,  ifTued  forth  a  Proclamation 
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giving  the  Papifts  liberty  to  inhabit  in  Corporations,  and 
married  the  Duke  of  York  not  only  to  a  Papift,  but  one 
in  the  French  Intereft,  notwithftandmg  the  repeated  Ad- 
drefles  of  the  Parliament  to  the  contrary.  It  was  in  this 
Reign  that  that  curfed  and  deteftable  Policy  was  much 
improved  of  bribing  Parliaments,  by  diftributing  all  the 
great  Employments  in  England  among  them,  and  fupply- 
ing  the  Want  of  Places  with  Grants  of  Lands  and  Mo- 
Key.  No  Man  could  be  preferred  to  any  Employment 
in  Church  or  State,  till  he  had  declared  himfelf  an  open 
Enemy  to  our  Confiitution,  by  averting  Defpotic  Power 
under  that  non fen fical  Phrafe  of  Pajfive  Obedience,  which 
was  more  preach'd  up  than  all  the  Laws  of  God  and 
Man.  The  Hellifh  Popim  Plot  was  ftifled,  proved  fmce 
too  true  by  fatal  Experience;  and  in  the  Room  of  it 
Proteftant  ones  were  forg'd,  and  Men  trapann'd  into  o- 
thers,  as  the  Meat-Tub,  Fifz  Harris's,  tke  Rye-Houfc, 
Ntnvmftrket,  and  Black-Heath  Plots ;  and  by  thefe  Pre- 
tences, and  the  Help  of  Packt  Judges  and  Juries,  they 
butchered  fome  of  the  befi  Men  in  England,  fet  immo- 
derate Fines  upon  others,  gave  probable  Sufpicion  of 
cutting  the  Lord  EJex's  Throat ;  and  to  finilh  our  De- 
ftruclion,  they  took  away  the  Charters,  as  fall  as  they 
were  able,  of  all  the  Corporations  in  England,  that  would 
not  ch«ofe  the  Members  prefcribed  them. 

But  he  durft  not  have  dreamt  of  all  thefe  Violations 
if  he  had  not  had  an  Army  to  juilify  them.  He  had 
thoughts  at  firft  of  keeping  up  the  Parliament-Army, 
which  was  f:veral  times  in  Debate.  But  Chancellor  Hyde 
prevailed  upon  him  by  this  Argument,  that  they  were  a 
JBody  of  Men  that  had  cut  off  his  Father's  Head  ;  that 
they  h  d  fet  up  and  pulled  down  ten  feveral  Sorts  of 
Government ;  and  that  it  might  be  his  own  Turn  next. 
So  that  his  Fears  prevailing  over  his  Ambition,  he  con- 
fented  to  dill  and  them  ;  but  foon  found  how  vain  and 
abortive  a  Thing  Arbitrary  Power  would  prove  without 
an  Army.  He  therefore  try'd  all  ways  to  get  one;  and 
fjrft  he  attempted  it  in  Scotland,  and  by  means  of  the 
Duke  of  Lauderdale,  got  an  Act  patted  there,  whereb/ 
the  Kingdom  of  Scotland  was  obliged  to  raife  20000 
Foot  and  2000  Horfe  at  his  Majeily's  Cali,  to  march 
iotq  any  Part  of  his  Dominions;  and  this  Law  is  in 
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Being  at  this  Day.  Much  about  the  fame  Time  he  rai- 
fed  Guards  in  England  (a  Thing  unheard  of  before  in 
©ur  Englijh  Constitution)  and  by  Degrees  increased  them, 
till  they  became  a  formidable  Army  ;  for  firft  they  were 
but  very  few,  but  by  adding  infenfibly  more  Men  to  a 
Troop  or  Company,  and  then  more  Troops  or  Compa- 
nies to  a  Regiment,  before  the  fecond  Dutch  War  he 
had  multiplied  them  to  near  5000  Men.  He  then  be- 
gan that  War  in  Conjunction  with  France,  and  the  Par* 
3iament  gave  him  two  Millions  and  a  half  to  maintain 
it,  with  Part  of  which  Money  he  rais'd  about  12000 
Men,  which  were  called  the  Black-Heath  Jrmy  (appoint- 
ing Marfhal  Shomherg  to  be  their  General,  and  Fitz  Ge- 
rald, an  Irijh  Papift,  their  Lieutenant-General)  and  pre- 
tended he  rais'd  them  to  attack  Holland  ;  but  inftead  of 
ufing  them  to  that  purpofe,  he  kept  them  encamped  up- 
on Black-Heath,  hovering  over  cne  City  of  London,  whic  k 
put  both  the  Parliament  and  City  in  fuch  Confufion,  that 
the  King  was  forced  at  laft  to  difband  them.  But  there 
were  federal  Accidents  contributed  to  it «  Firft,  the  ill 
Succefs  he  had  in  the  War  with  the  Dutch,  fuch  Gallan- 
tries being  not  to  be  attempted  but  in  the  higheft  Rap» 
tures  of  Fortune :  Next,  the  never  to  be  forgotten  Gc* 
nerofny  of  that  great  Man  General  Shomherg,  whole 
mighty  Genius  fcorn'd  fo  ignoble  an  Action  as  to  put 
Chains  upon  a  free  People  ;  and  laft  of  all,  the  Army 
themfelves  mutinied  for  want  of  Pay  ,*  which  added  to 
the  ill  Humours  that  were  then  in  the  Nation,  made  ti  c 
King  willing  to  difband  them.  But  at  the  fame  time, 
contrary  to  the  Articles  of  Peace  with  the  Dutch,  he 
continu'd  ten  thoufand  Men  in  the  French  Service,  for 
the  moft  part  under  Popifti  Officers,  to  be  feafon'd  there 
in  flavifh  Principles,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  execute 
any  Commands  when  they  were  lent  for  over.  The  Par- 
liament never  met,  but  they  ad  <  refs'd  the  King  to  re- 
el il  .hefeFo  ces  out  of  France,  and  difband  them  ;  and 
lever al  times  prepaid  Bills  to  that  purpofe,  which  the 
King  always  prevented  by  a  Prorogation ;  but  at  lafc 
was  prevad'd  up^n  to  ifiue  forth  a  Proclamation  to  re- 
call uiem,  yet  at  the  fame  time  fupplkd  them  with  Re- 
cruits, encouraged  foiiie  to  go  voluntarily  into  that  Ser- 
vice, and  prek'd,  imprifon'd,  and  carried  over  others 
D  z  by 
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by  main  Force  ;  befides,  he  only  difbanded  the  new 
rais'd  Regiments,  and  not  all  of  them  neither,  for  he 
kept  up  in  England  five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety  private  Men,  befides  Officers,  which  was  his  E- 
ftablifhment  in  1673. 

The  King  having  two  great  defigns  to  carry  on  together, 
*>iz.  Popery  and  Arbitrary  Power,  thought  this  Force 
not  enough  to  do  his  Bufinefs  effectually ;  and  therefore 
caft  about  how  to  get  a  new  Army,  and  took  the  moll 
plaufible  way,  which  was  pretending  to  entet  into  a  War 
with  France;  and  to  that  purpofe  fent  Mr.  Tbyn  to  Hol- 
land, who  made  a  ftrid  League  with  th«  States :  And  im- 
mediately upon  it  the  King  called  the  Parliament,  who 
gave  him  1 2COO©oPounds  to  enter  into  an  a&ual  War,  with 
which  Money  he  raifed  an  Army  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  thoufand  Men  within  lei  s  than  forty  Days,  and 
fent  part  of  them  to  Flanders.  At  the  fame  time  he  con- 
tinued his  Forces  in  France,  and  took  a  Sum  of  Money 
from  that  King  to  aflift  him  in  making  a  private 
Peace  with  Holland:  So  that  inftead  of  a  War  with 
France,  the  Parliament  had  given  a  great  Sum  to  raife 
an  Army  to  enfUve  themfelves.  But  it  happened  about 
this  time  that  the  Popifh  Plot  broke  out,  which  put  the 
Nation  into  fuch  a  Ferment,  that  there  was  no  ftemming 
the  Tide  :  So  that  he  was  forced  to  call  the  Parliament 
which  met  the  2  3^  of  Oclober  78,  who  immediately  fell 
upon  the  Popifh  Plot  and  the  Land  Army.  Befides  there 
were  difcovered  57  Cornmiflions  granted  to  Papifts  to 

raifc  Men,  countersigned  J.  Will  fon  ;   for  which, 

and  faying  that  the  King  might  keep  Guards  if  he  could 
pay  them,  he  was  committed  to  the  Twer.  This  fo  en- 
raged the  Parliament,  that  they  immediately  proceeded 
to  tnc  tujbanding  of  the  Army,  andpaffed  -n  Act  that 
all  raifed  fince  the  29/^  of  September  77  mould  be  dif- 
banded, and  gave  the  King  693388  pounds  to  pay  off 
their  Arrears,  which  he  made  ule  of  to  keep  them  ;ip, 
and  dhTolved  the  Parliament ;  but  Toon  after  called 
another,  which  purfued  the  fame  Counfels,  and  pafled  a 
fecond  A6t  to  difband  the  Army,  gave  a  new  Sum  for 
doing  it,  directed  it  to  be  paid  into  the  Chamber  of  Lon- 
don, appointed  Commiffioners  of  their  own,  and  pa  fled  a 
Vote,  I  bat  the  continuance  of  any  Standing  Forces  in  this 

Nation 
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Nation  other  than  the  Militia,  was  illegal,  and  a  great 
Grievance  and  Vexation  to  the  People  ;  fo  that  Army  was 
difbanded.  Befidesthis,  they  complain'd  of  the  Forces 
that  were  in  France,  and  addrefied  the  King  ag-in  to  re 
call  thern,  which  had  fome  Effect  ;  for  he  lent  over  no 
more  Recruits,  but  fullered  them  to  wear  out  by  degree*. 
The  Eftablifhment  upon  the  DifTolution  of  this  Army  r 
which  was  in  the  Year  1679-80,  were  5600  pr.vate  So- 
ldiers, befides  Officers.  From  this  time  he  never  agreed 
with  his  People,  but  difiblved  three  Parliaments  following 
for  enquiring  into  the  Popifh  i^lot;  and  in  the  three  lalt 
Years  of  his  Reign  called  none  at  all.  And  to  crown  the 
work,  Tangier  is  demolifhed,  a  d  the  Garrifon  brought 
over,  and  placed  in  the  moft  confiderable  Ports  in  Eng* 
land;  which  made  the  Eltablifhment  in  1683-4,  8482 
private  Men,  befides  Officers,  Jt  is  obfervable  in  this 
King's  Reign,  that  there  was  not  one  Seffions  but  his 
Guards  were  attacked,  and  never  could  get  the  leafl 
Countenance  from  Parliament ;  but  to  be  even  with  them 
the  Court  as  much  difcountenaneed  the  Militia  and  never 
would  fuffer  it  to  be  made  ufeful.  Thus  we  fee  the  King 
hu/banded  a  few  Guards  fo  well,  that  in  a  imall  Number 
of  Years  they  grew  to  a  formidable  Army,  nolwithftand- 
ing  alj  the  Endeavours  of  Parliament  to  the  contrary  ;  fo 
difficult  it  is  to  prevent  the  growing  of  an  Evil,  that  does 
not  receive  a  check  in  the  beginning. 

He  increafed  the  Eftablifhrrer.t  in  Ireland  to  yjco 
Men,  Officers  included  ;  whereas  they  never  exceeded  in 
any  former  Reign  2000,  when  there  was  more  occafion 
for  them  :  The  Irijb  not  long  before  having  been  entire- 
ly reduced  by  Cromwell,  and  could  never  have  held  up 
their  Heads  again  without  his  Countenance.  But  the 
Truth  of  it  was,  his  Army  was  to  fupport  the  lrijh%  and 
the  fear  of  the  lrifp  was  to  fupport  his  Army. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  King's  Reign  the  Nation 
had  fo  entirely  loft  all  fenfe  of  Liberty,  that  they  grew 
fond  of  their  Chains ;  and  if  his  Brother  would  have  fuf- 
fered  him  to  have  lived  longer,  or  had  followed  his  Ex- 
ample, by  this  time  we  had  been  as  great  Slaves  as  in 
France.  But  it  was  God's  great  Mercy  to  us  that  he  was 
made  in  another  Mold,  Imperious,  Obiiinate,  and  a  Bigot,, 
puihed  on  by  the  Counfels  of  France  and  Rome,  and  the 
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violence  of  his  owa  Nature ;  fo  that  he  quickly  run  hi'iiv 
fclf  out  of  breath.  As  foon  as  he  came  to  the  Crown, 
he  feized  the  Cuftoms  and  Exeife  without  Authority  of 
Parliament :  He  picked  out  the  Scum  and  Scandals  of 
the  Law  to  make  Judges  upon  the  Bench ;  and  turned  ost 
all  that  would  not  facriflce  their  Oaths  to  his  Ambition, 
by  which  he  difcharged  the  Lords  out  of  the  ftew-j  in- 
flicted thofe  barbarous  Punifhments  on  Dr.  Oates,  Mr. 
"John/on,  &c.  butchered  many  hundreds  of  Men  in  the 
Wejl,  after  they  had  been  trapanned  into  a  Confcffion  by 
promife  of  Pardon,  murdered  Cornijh,  got  the  Difpenfmg. 
Power  to  be  declared  in  Wejlminfier-hall,  turned  the  Fel- 
lows of  Magdalen- college  out  of  their  Freeholds,  to  make 
way  for  a  Seminary  of  Priefts,  and  hanged  Soldiers  for 
running  away  from  their  Colours.  He  erected  the  ec- 
cle£aftical  Commiflion,  fufpended  the  Bifhop  of  London, 
bccaufe  he  would  not  inflict  the  fame  Punifhment  upon 
Br.  Sharp,  for  preaching  againft  Popery.  He  clofettcd 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  turned  all  out  of  Employment 
that  would  not  promife  to  repeal  the  Tefr,  put  in  Popifh 
Privy-Counfellors,  Judges,  Deputy  Lieutenants,  and 
Juftices  of  Peace  ;  and  to  get  all  this  confirmed  by  the 
fhew  of  Parliament,  he  profecuted  the  Work  his  Brother 
had  begun  in  taking  away  Charters,  and  new  modelled 
the  Corporations,  by  a  fort  of  Vermin  called  Regulators. 
He  received  a  Nuntio  from  Rome,  and  fent  an  Ambafla^ 
dor  thither.  He  ere&ed  a  Popifh  Seminary  at  the  Savoy 
to  pervert  Youth,  fufFered  the  Priefts  to  go  about  in  their 
Habits,  made  Tyrconnel  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
turned  all  the  Proteftants  out  of  the  Army  and  moft  of 
the  Civil  Employments  there,  and  made  Fitton  (  a  Papifr, 
and  one  detected  for  Perjury)  Chancellor  of  that  King- 
dom. He  ifTued  out  a  Proclamation  in  Scotland,  wherein 
he  afTerted  his  Abfolute  Power,  which  all  his  Subjects 
were  to  obey  without  referve  ;  a  Prerogative,  I  think, 
never  claimed  by  the  Great  Turk,  or  the  Mogul.  He  if- 
fued  out  a  Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience,  ordered 
it  to  be  read  in  all  Churches,  and  imprifoned  and  tried 
the  feven  Bifhops,  becaufethey  humbly  offered  their  Rea- 
fons  in  a  Petition  againft  it :  And  to  confummate  all,  that 
we  might  have  no  Hopes  of  retrieving  our  Misfortunes, 
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fee  impofed  a  counterfeit  Prince  of  Walts  upon  the  Na- 
tion. 

Soon  after  he  came  to  the  Crown,  the  Duke  of  Mtn- 
mouth  landed,  and  in  a  few  Weeks  got  together  fix  or 
feven  thoufand  Men  :  But  they  having  neither  Arms  or 
Provifions,  were  eafily  defeated  by  not  many  more  than 
2coo  of  the  King's  Troops.  Which  leaves  a  fad  Prof- 
pedt  of  the  Confequence  of  a  Standing  Army :  For  here 
was  a  Prince,  the  Darling  of  the  common  People,  fight- 
ing againft  a  bigotted  Papiil,  that  was  hated  and  abhored 
by  them,  and  yet  defeated  by  fo  fmall  a  Number  of  Men, 
and  many  of  them  too  his  Friends ;  fuch  is  the  Force  of 
Authority.  King  James  took  occafion  from  hence  to  in- 
creafe  his  Army  to  between  fifteen  and  fateen  thoufand 
Men,  and  then  unmaiked  himfelf,  called  his  Parliament, 
and  in  a  haughty  Speech  told  them,  He  had  increafed  his 
Army,  put  in  Officers  not  qualified  by  the  Teft,  and  that 
he  would  not  part  with  them.  He  afked  a  Supply,  and 
let  them  know  he  expedled  their  compliance.  This  was 
very  unexpected  to  thofe  Loyal  Gentlemen,  who  had 
given  him  fuch  a  vaft  Revenue  for  Life,  who  refufed  t# 
take  any  Security  bat  his  Majefty's  never-failing  Word 
for  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  indeed  had  done  for  him 
whatever  he  afked;  which  yet  was  not  very  extraordinary^ 
fmce  he  had  the  choofing  of  moil  of  them  himfelf.  But 
even  this  Parliament  turned  fhort  upon  an  Army  ;  whicfr 
puts  me  in  mind  of  a  faying  of  Machia<vel9  via.  That  it 
is  as  hard  a  matter  for  a  Man  to  be  ferfe£ily  had  as  per* 
ftftly  good;  though  if  he  had  lived  at  this  Time,  I  be- 
lieve he  had  changed  his  Opinion.  The  Court  laboured 
the  matter  very  much;  and  to  fhew  that  good  Wits  jump, 
they  told  us  that  France  was  grown  formidable,  that  the 
Dutch  Forces  were  much  increafed,  that  we  muft  be 
ftrong  in  proportion  for  the  prefervation  of  ourfelves  and 
Flanders,  and  that  there  was  no  Dependance  upon  the 
Militia.  But  this  mallow  Rhetoric  would  not  pais  upon 
them.  They  anfwered,  that  we  had  defended  ourfelves 
for  above  a  thoufand  Years  without  an  Army  ;  that  a 
King's  truefl  Strength  is  the  Love  of  his  People  ;  that 
they  would  make  the  Militia  ufeful,  and  ordered  a  Bill 
to  be  brought  in  to  that  Purpofe.  But  all  this  ferved  on- 
ly to  fulfil  their  Iniquity;  for  they  had  done  their  own 
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Bufinefs  before,  and  now  he  would  keep  an  Army  up  in 
fpite  of  them  :  So  he  prorogued  them,  and  called  no 
other  Parliament  during  his  reign  ;  but  to  frighten  the 
City  of  London,  kept  his  Army  encamped  at  Hounjloiv- 
heath,  when  the  Seafon  would  permit,  which  put  not  on- 
ly them  but  the  whole  Nation  into  the  utmoft  Terror  and 
Confufion.  Towards  the  latter  End  of  his  Reign  he 
had  increafed  his  Army  in  England  to  above  twenty,  thou- 
sand Men,  and  in  Ireland  to  eight  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  odd. 

This  King  committed  two  fatal  Errors  in  his  Politicks, 
The  firft  was  his  falling  out  wtth  his  old  Cronies  the 
Priefts,  who  brought  him  to  the  Crown  in  fpite  of  his 
Religion,  and  would  have  fupported  him  in  Arbitrary 
Government  to  the  utmoft  ;  nay,  Popery  (efpecial  ly  th^ 
worft  Part  of  it,  wc,  the  Domination  of  the  Church) 
ivas  not  fo  formidable  a  Thing  to  them,  but  with  a  little 
Cookery  it  might  have  been  rendered  palatable.  But  hs 
had  Priefts  of  another  fort  that  were  to  rife  upon  their 
Ruins;  and  he  thought  to  play  an  eafier  Game  by  caref- 
fing  the  Diffenters,  employing  them,  and  giving  them 
Liberty  of  Confcience  :  Which  Kindnefs  looked  fo  pre- 
pofterous,  that  the  wife  and  fober  Men  among  them  could 
never  heartily  believe  it,  and  when  the  Prince  of  Orange 
landed,  turned  againft  him. 

His  fecond  Error  was  the  difobliging  his  own  Army, 
by  bring  over  Regiments  from  Ireland,  and  ordering 
every  Company  to  take  in  fo  many  Irijh  Papifts;  by 
which  they  plainly  faw  he  was  reforming  his  Army,  and 
would  calhire  them  all  as  faft  as  he  could  get  Papifts  to 
fupply  their  room.  So  that  he  violated  the  Rights  of  the 
People,  fell  out  with  the  Church  of  England,  made  un- 
certain Friends  of  the  Diffenters,  and  diibbliged  his  own 
Army  ;  by  which  means  they  all  united  againft  him,  and 
invited  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  affift  them  :  Which  In- 
vitation he  accepted,  and  landed  2xTorbay\\\e  5th  of  No- 
member,  1688,  publifhing  a  Declaration,  which  fet  forth, 
all  the  Oppreffions  of  the  laft  Reign  [  but  the  keeping  up 
a  Standing  Army]  declared  for  a  free  Parliament,  in 
which  things  were  to  be  fo  fettled  that  there  mould  be  no 
danger  of  falling  again  into  Slavery,  and  promifed  to 
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fend  back  all  his  foreign  Forces  as  foon  as  this  was 
done. 

When  the  News  of  his  Landing  was  fpread  through 
England,  he  was  welcomed  by  the  univerfal  Acclamations 
of  the  People.  He  had  the  Hands,  the  Hearts,  and  the 
Prayers  of  all  honeifc  Men  in  the  Nation:  Every  one 
thought  the  long  wifhed  for  time  of  their  Deliverance 
was  come.  King  James  was  deferttd  by  his  own  Family^ 
his  Court,  and  his  Army.  The  Ground  he  flood  upon 
mouldrcd  under  him ;  fo  that  he  fenthis  Qaeen  and  found- 
ling to  France  before  him,  and  himfelf  folio  ed  foon  af- 
ter. When  the  Prince  came  to  London,  he  d,fbanded 
moll  of  thofe  Regiments  that  were  railed  from  tiie  time 
he  landed  ;  and  King  James's  Army  that  were  diibanded 
by  Fever/ham,  were  ordered  to  repair  all  again  to  their 
Colours:  Which  wrs  thought  by  fome  a  faiie  ftep,  be- 
lieving it  would  have  been  more  our  Interefl  to  have  kept 
thofe  Regiments  which  came  in  upon  the  Principle  on 
which  this  Revolution  is  founded,  than  Forces  that  were 
raifed  in  violation  of  the  Laws,  and  to  fupp  ,rt  a  tyran- 
nical Government :  Befides,  the  miierable  Condition  of 
Ireland  required  our  fpeedy  Ahriftance>  and  theie  Men 
might  have  been  trufted  to  do  that  work. 

Within  a  few  days  after  he  came  to  Town,  he  fum- 
moned  the  Lords,  and  no*  long  after  the  Members  of  the 
three  laft  Parliaments  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and 
was  addreffed  to  by  both  Houfes  to  take  upon  him  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  to  take  into  his  par- 
ticular care  the  then  pref-nt  Condition  of  Ireland,  and  to 
ifTue  forth  Circulatory  Letters  for  the  choofing  a  Conven- 
tion of  Eftatcs.  All  this  time  Ireland  lay  bleeding,  and 
Tyrconnel  was  railing  an  Army^difarming  the  Proteilants,, 
and  difpofTeffing  them  of  all  the  Places  they  held  in  Lein- 
fer9  Munfter  and  Connau%ht,  which  occafioned  frequent 
Applications  here  for  Relief,  though  it  was  to  fend  rhem 
but  _one  or  two  Regiments ;  and  if  that  could  not  be 
done,  to  fend  them  Arms  and  Commiflion  ,  wnich  in  all 
probability  would  have  made  the  Reduction  of  that 
Kingdom  very  eafy.  Yet  though  the  Prince's  and  King 
James's  Army  were  both  in  Engla?id9  no  relief  was  fent, 
by  which  means  the  Irijb  got  poiTefTion  of  the  whole 
.KingdoiDj  bvtt  Londonderry  and  Innijkilling/lhc  former 
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of  which  Towns  (hut  up  its  Gates  the  ninth  of  December, 
declaring  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  addrefTed  for  im- 
mediate Relief,  y  et  could  neither  get  Arfns  or  Ammuni- 
tion till  .the  2  cth  of  March  ;  and  the  Forces  that  were 
lent  with  Cunningham  and  "Richards  arrived  not  there  till 
the  15th  of  April,  and  immediately  after  deferted  the  Ser- 
vice, and  came  back  again,  bringing  Lundy  the  Gover- 
nor before  appointed  by  his  Majelty  with  them,  and  al- 
ledged  for  their  Excufe,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  defend1 
the  Town.  But  notwithstanding  this  Treachery,  fuch 
was  the  refolution  of  the  befieged,  that  they  continued  to 
defend  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  Bravery,  andfent  again 
for  Relief,  which  under  Kirk  came  not  to  them  till  the 
7th  of  June,  nor  were  thefe  poor  Creatures  actually  re- 
lieved till  the  30th  of  July,  though  there  appears  no  rea* 
fon  why  he  might  not  have  done  it  when  he  firft,  came  in* 
to  the  Harbour,  which  was  more  than  feven  Weeks  be- 
fore. Thus  we  fee  the  Refolution  of  thefe  poor  Mcvt 
wearied  out  all  'their  Difappointments. 

When  the  Convention  met,  they  refolved  upon  twenty 
eight  Articles,  as  the  Preliminaries  upon  which  they 
would  difpofe  the  Crown  ;  but  this  Defjgn  dwindled  into 
a  Declaration  of  our  Bights,  which  was  in  thirteen  Ar- 
ticles, and  the  moil:  considerable,  viz,  That  the  raifing 
and  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in  times  of  Peace  is  con- 
trary to  Law,  had  tagg'd  to  it  thefe  Words,  nvithtui  Au- 
thority of  Parliament,  as  if  the  confent  of  the  Parliament 
would  not  have  made  it  legal  without  thofe  werds*  or 
that  their  Confent  would  make  it  lefs  dangerous.  This 
made  the  Jacobites  fay  in  thofe  early  Days,  that  fome 
evil.  Counfellors  defigned  to  play  the  fame  game  again  of 
a  Standing  Army,  and  attributed  unjuftly  the  neglect  of 
Ireland  to  the  fame  Caufe,  becaufc  by  that  omilTion  it  was 
made  neceflary  to  raife  a  greater  Army  to  reduce  it,  with 
which  the  King  acquainted  the  Parliament  the  8th  of 
March,  when  fpeaking  of  the  deplorable  Condition  of 
Ireland,  he  declared  he  thought  it  not  advifeable  to  at- 
tempt the  reducing  it  with  lefs  than  20000  Horfe  and 
Foot.  This  was  a  bitter  Pill  to  the  Parliament,  who 
thought  they  might  have  managed  their  Share  of  the 
War  with  France  at  Sea  ;  but  there  was  no  Remedy,  a. 
greater  Army  muft  be  raifed,  or  JrtUnd  loft  y  and  to  gild 
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;  ity  all  the  Courtiers  uftiered  in  their  Speeches  with  this 
Declaration,  that  they  would  have  been  the  firft  for  dis- 
banding them  when  the  War  was  over  ;  and  this  Decla- 
ration has  been  made  as  often  as  an  Army  has  been  dc~  \ 
bated  fince  during  the  War,  and  I  fuppofe  punctually 
obferv'd  laft  SciTions.  At  laft  the  Thing  was  confented 
to,  and  the  King  iffuM  forth  Commiflions  for  the  raifing 
of  Horfe,  Foot,  and  Dragoons.  In  this  Army  very  few- 
Gentlemen  of  Mates  in  Ireland  could  get  Employment!, 
though  they  were  in  a  miferable  Condition  here,  and 
made  their  utmoft  Application  for  thm  ;  it  being  a  com- 
mon Objection  by  Tome  Colonels,  that  a  Man  had  an 
Eftace  there,  which  in  all  likelihood  wou-d  have  made, 
him  more  vigorous  in  reducing  the  Kingdom.  It  wast 
long  after  this  Army  was  rais'd,  before  they  could  be 
ready  to  be  tranfported  ;  and  even  then  it  was  common- 
ly faid,  that  Skombtrg  found  many  Things  out  of  Order v 
and  when  tney  were  at  lalt  tranfported,  which  was  about 
the  middle  of  Augujl,  they  were  not  in  a  Condition  to 
fight  the  Enemy,  though  lately  bafHed  before  Lond$ndir~ 
ry,  cfpeciaily  their  Carriages  not  coming  to  them  till  the 
24th  of  September,  when  it  was  high  time  to  go  into 
Winter  Quarters  By  this  means  the  lrijk  got  Strength 
and  Courage,  aad  three  fourths  of  oar  Army  periuYd  at 
the  Camp  at  Dundalk. 

But  though  our  Army  could  do  nothing,  yet  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  Country,  almost  without  Anns  or  Clouhs. 
performed  Miracles,  witnefs  that  mem  arable  Siege  of 
Londonderry,  the  Defeat  of  General  Maikarty,  wi.o  was 
intrenched  in  a  Bog  with  ten  thoufand  regular  Troops, 
and  attacked  by  fifteen  hundred  hmjkilling  Men,  defeat- 
ed, himfelf  made  a  Prifoncr,  and  three  thoufand  of  his 
Men  kili'd  ;  and  a  great  many  other  gal  ant  Actions 
they  perform'd,  for  which  they  were  dif  nVd  by  Kirk 
with  Scorn  and  Ignominy,  and  moft  ef  their  Oflic  rs  left 
to  ftarve.  Thus  the  War  in  Ireland  was  nurs'd  up  ei- 
ther through  Chance,  Jnadvcrten.  y,  or  the  Necem  y  of 
our  Affairs  (for  1  am  willing  to  think  it  was  Defign)  till 
at  laft  it  was  grown  fo  big,  that  nothing  lef  than  his 
Majefty's  great  Genius,  and  the  ufual  Succeu  that  has 
always  attended  his  Conduct,  could  have  overcome 
it. 

When 
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When  the  Parliament  met  that  Winter,  they  fell  upon 
the  examination  of  the  lrijb  Affairs  ;  and  finding  Com- 
miflary  Shales  was  the  caufe  of  a  great  part  of  the  Mifcar- 
riages,  they  addrefled  his  Majefty  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  acquaint  the  Houfe  who  it  was  that  advifed  the  im- 
ploying  him,  which  his  Majefty  did  not  remember.  They 
then  addrefled,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  him  to 
be  taken  into  Cuftody,  and  it  was  done  accordingly ;  up- 
on which  Shales  fent  a  Letter  to  the  Speaker,  defiring  he 
might  be  brought  over  to  England,  where  he  would  vin- 
dicate himfeli,  and  juftify  what  he  had  done.  Then  the 
Houfe  addrefled  his  Majefty  again,  that  he  might  be 
brought  over  with  all  convenient  fpeed  ;  and  the  King 
was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  that  he  had  given  fuch  Orders  al- 
ready. Then  the  Houfe  referred  the  matter  to  a  private 
Committee;  but  before  any  Report  made,  or  Shales  could 
be  brought  to  England,  the  Parliament  was  prorogued,  and 
after  diflolved ;  and  foon  after  he  fell  fick  and  died. 

The  neglect  of  Ireland  this  Year  made  it  neceflary  to 
raife  more  Forces,  and  increafe  our  Eftablifhrnent,  which 
afterwards  upon  pretence  of  invading  France  was  advan- 
ced to  eighty  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  ninety  eight 
Men.  At  laft  by  our  great  Armies  and  Fleets,  and  the 
conftant  expence  of  maintaining  them,  we  were  too  hard 
for  the  Oeconomy,.  Skill,  and  Policy  of  France;  and  not- 
withstanding all  our  Difficulties,  brought  them  to  Terms 
both  Safe  and  Honourable. 

It  not  being  to  the  purpofe  of  this  Difcourfe,  I  (hall 
emit  giving  any  account  of  the  Conduct  of  our  Fleet  du- 
ring this  War,  how  few  Advantages  we  reaped  by  it,  and 
how  many  Opportunities  we  loft  in  deftroying  the  French. 
Only  thus  much  I  will  obferve,  that  j£ov  a  great  part  of  it 
may  be  attributed  to  the  Negligence,  Ignorance,  or 
Treachery  of  inferior  Officers,  yet  it  could  not  fo  univer- 
fally  happen  thro'  the  whole  courfe  of  the  War,  and  un- 
punifhed  too,  notwithstanding  the  clamours  of  the  Mer- 
chants, and  repeated  complaints  in  Parliament,  unlefs  the 
caufe  had  laid  deeper  :  What  that  is,  I  fhaH  not  prefume 
to  enquire  ;  but  1  am  fure  there  has  been  a  very  ill  Argu- 
ment drawn  from  it,  viz.  That  a  Fleet  is  no  fecuritytous. 

As  foon  as  the  Peace  was  made,  his  Majefty  difcharged 
a  great  part  of  the  foreign  Farces »  and  an  Advertisement 
" ,  ~  was 
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was  publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  that  ten  Regiments  mould 
be  forthwith  difbanded  ;  and  we  were  told,  as  foon  as  it 
was  done,  that  more  mould  fa  low  t  heir  example.  But 
thefe  Refolutions,  it  feems,  were  altered,  and  the  modifh 
Language  was,  that  we  muft  keep  up  a  Standing  Army. 
Their  Arguments  were  turned  toply  turvy  :  For  as  during 
the  War  the  People  were  p  evailed  upon  to  keep  up  the 
Army  in  hopes  of*  a  Peace  ;  fo  row  we  mull  keep  them 
up  ft  r  fear  of  a  War.  i  he  Condition  of  France,  which 
they  had  been  decrying  for  many  Years,  was  now  magni- 
fied :  We  are  told,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
Trench  King  would  deliver  up  any  of  the  Towns ;  that 
he  was  preparing  a  vail  Fleet  upon  ihe  Lord  knows  what 
Defign  ;  that  it  was  impcflible-to  make  a  Militia  ufefhl  ; 
that  the  warlike  Ki^g  Jemmy  had  an  Army  of  e  ghteen 
thoufand  Irijh  Heroes  in  Trance %  who  would  be  ready 
when  called  for  ;  and  that  the  King  of  Spain  was  dying. 
The  Members  of  Parliament  were  difcourfed  with  as  thejr 
came  to  I  own  ;  'twas  whifpered  about,  that  the  Whigs 
would  be  all  turned  out  of  Employments :  A  new  Plot 
was  (aid  to  be  difcoyered  for  murdering  the  King,  and 
fearches  were  made  at  Midnight  hro'  the  whole  City  ta 
the  difcovery  of  Plenty  of  Fornicators  but  no  Traitors* 
The  Placemongers  consulted  among  themfelves,  and  found 
by  a  wonderful  Sympathy  they  were  all  of  Gne  Opinion  ; 
and  if  by  any  means  they  could  get  a  few  more  to  be  of 
the  fame,  the  day  was  their  own  :  So  they  were  pofitive 
of  fuccefs,  and  very  fure  they  fhould  carry  it  by  above  a 
hundred  Voices. 

Tie  Houfe  had  not  fat  a  Week,  but  this  matrercame 
to  be  debated  ;  and  the  Queftion  in  the  Committee  was, 
Whcthtr  all  Ferccs  rcifed fince  ihe  Year  80  Jhould  he  c/if+ 
handed?  Which  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  the  Court 
being  not  able  to  bring  it  to  a  divifion  ;  and  the  m  xt 
Day  when  it  was  reported,  they  did  not  attempt  to  fefc 
afide  the  Vote,  but  to  recommit  it,  upon  pretence  it 
tied  the  King  to  the  old  Tory  Regiments,  (tho'  by  the 
way,  none  of  thofe  Regiments  have  been  fince  difbanded} 
and  fome  faid  they  thought  the  Forces  in  So  too  many. 
I  can  fafely  fay,  tho'  I  h  d  frequent  difcourfe  with  many 
of  them,  yet  J  never  heard  any  oi  e  of  them  at  that  time 
pretend  to  be  for  a  greater  force  than  this  Vote  left  the 
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King  :  But  let  what  will  be  their  Reafons,  it  was  carried 
againit.  them  by  a  Majority  of  37,  the  Affirmatives  being 
185,  and  the  Negatives  148.  1  will  not  here  take  Notice 
of  what  fome  People  have  faid,  *vix.  That  of  the  148 
*who  were  for  recommit ting  the  Vote,  116  had  Places , 
becaufe  I  doubt  the  fad  ;  nor  do  1  believe  their  Place* 
would  biafs  them. 

This  was  a  jthorow  Victory,  and  required  great  Skill 
and  addrefs  to  retrieve.  The  fear*  of  France  were  again 
multiplied  ;  'twas  faid  there  was  a  private  Article  that 
King  James  was  to  leave  France,  which  the  French  re- 
fufed  to  perform  ;  that  Boufflers  and  the  Earl  of  Portland 
had  given  one  another  the  Life  ;  that  fome  of  the  lattefs 
Retinae  had  been  killed  ;  that  the  French  Ambaffador 
was  flopped,  the  King  of  Spain  dead,  and  abundance 
more  to  this  purpofe.  i  he  Club  was  let  up  at  the  R — 
great  Applications  made,  the  Commiflion  of  the  Excife 
was  declared  to  be  broke  (by  which  nine  Commiffioners 
Places  were  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  above  40  Pe  fons 
named  for  them)  and  many  of  the  Country  Gentlemen 
were  gone  home.  T  hus  recruited,  they  were  ready  for 
a  new  Encounter  :  and  fmce  by  the  Rules  of  the  Houfe 
they  could  not  fet  afide  the  former  Vote  directly,,  they 
would  try  to  do  it  by  a  fide  Wind  ;  which  was  by  mo- 
ving, that  directions  might  be  given  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  conhder  of  a  mpply  for  Guards  and 
Garifons:  But  the  other  fide,  to obvia.e -this, offered  thefe- 
Words  as  an  Amendmeut,  According  to  the  Vote  of 
the  nth  of  December  This  matter  was  much  laboured, 
and  the  Gentlemen  that  were  againit  the  Army  explained 
themfelves,  and  declared  they  were  not  for  obliging  the 
King  to  the  Regiments  in  80,  but  that  they  infilled  only 
on  the  Number,  and  he  might  chooie  what  Regiments  he 
pleafed.  By  this  Means  the  carried  it,  but  not  without 
great  oppofiti on,  (thor  I  prefume  from  none  of  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen who  declared  in  all  Places  they  were  for  recom- 
mitting the  former  Vote  only  for  the  Reaibns  before  giv- 
en) befides,  they  were  forced  to  explain  themfelves  out  of 
a  con£derable  part  of  it,  for  they  allowed  the  King  the 
Dutch  Regiments,  and  the  T&ngerincrs ;  which  in  my 
Opinion  could  not  be  well  undentood  by  the  former 
Vote,  the  meaning  of  whkh  feems  to  be  that  the 
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King  mould  have  all  the  Forces  that  Charles  the  2^had 
in  80  in  England,  and  thefe  were  not  then  here  ;  the 
Holland  Regiments  being  paid  by  the  States,  and  their 
Soldiers ;  and  the  others  500  Leagues  off  at  Tangier.  But 
all  this  advantage  would  not  fatisfy  the  Army-Gentlemen: 
For  in  the  Committee  they  endeavoured  again  to  fet  a- 
fidethe  Vcte,  by  moving  for  a  Sum  of  500000  Pounds 
per  Annum  for  Guards  and  Garrifons,  without  naming  any 
certain  Number  (which  would  have  maintained  above 
20000)  but  this  could  not  be  carried ;  therefore  they 
came  to  a  fort  of  Compofition,  to  have  but  iooco,  where- 
of a  great  number  were  to  be  Horfe  and  Dragoons  5 
and  the  Sum  given  to  maintain  them  was  350000  Pounds; 
But  notwithstanding  this  they  moved  afterwards  for  3000 
Marines  (alledging  that  thefe  were  not  a  Land-Force^ 
but  a  Water-Force)  which  was  carried. 

Here  J  will  beg  leave  to-  obferve  one  thing,  that  no- 
thing would  fatisfy  the  Courtiers  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Winter  but  to  have  the  Forces  eftablimed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  upon  other  Terms  they  would  not  accept 
them  ;  and  in  all  Companys  faid,  that  any  Minifter  that 
advifed  the  King  to  keep  them  up  otherwife,  or  any  Of- 
ficers that  continued  his  CommiiTion  ought  to  be  attainted 
of  High  Treafon  :  About  which  I  mail  not  differ  with 
thefe  Gentlemen,  nor  do  I  arraign  them  for  altering  their 
Opinion ;  for  perhaps  they  may  conceive  that  a  Vote  to 
give  350000  Pounds  for  Guards  and  Garrifons,  is  a  fuf- 
hcient  Authority  againft  Law  to  quarter  Soldiers  in  all 
parts  of  England,,  as  well  out  of  Garifons,  as  in  them,, 
and  as  well  at  a  diftance  from  the  King's  Perfon,  as 
about  it. 

Thus  what  our  Courts  for  above  a  thoufand  Years  to- 
gether had  never  Effrontery  enough  toalk;  what  the  Pen- 
fioner  Parliament  could  not  think  of  without  Altonifh- 
ment ;  what  King  James's  Parliament  (that  almoft  chofen. 
by  himfelf)  could  not  hear  debated  with  Patience,  we  are 
likely  to  have  the  honour  of  eitabliming  in  our  own  Age> 
even  under  a  Deliverance. 

Now  we  will  examine  how  far  they  have  complied  with 
the  Refolu  ions  of  theHoufeof  Commons.  Having  io 
far  gained  upon  the  firft  Vote  by  the  means  before  related, 
'twas  not  eafy  to  be  imagined  but  they  would  nicely  per- 
form 
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form  the  reft,  without  any  art  or  cvafion :  But  inftead 
of  this,  they  formed  a  certain  number  of  Men  out  of 
every  Troop  and  Company,  and  kept  up  all  the  Of- 
ficers, who  are  the  moil  elfential  and  chargeable  part  of 
an  Army,  the  private  Soldiers  being  to  be  raifed  again  in 
a  few  Days  whenever  they  pkafe.  This  is  fuch  a  dif- 
banding  as  every  Officer  would  have  made  in  his  Company 
for  his  private  advantage,  and  always  did  in  Charles  the 
zd's  time,  and  even  in  this  Reign  when  they  were  not 
in  Action  :  So  that  all  the  effect  of  fuch  a  Reform  is  to. 
hinder  the  Officers  from  falfe  Mutters,  and  fave  the  pay 
of  a  few  common  Soldiers. 

But  this  would  not  iatisfy  the  People,  and  therefore 
they  difbanded  fomc  Regiments  of  Horfe,  Foot  and 
Dragoons,  and  thought  of  that  profound  Expedient  of 
fending  a  great  many  more  to  Ireland ;  as  if  our  grievance 
was  not  the  fear  of  being  enfiaved  by  them,  but  left  they 
fhould  fpend  their  Money  among  us  I  am  forry  the 
Nation  is  grown  fo  contemptible  in  thefe  Gentlemens  O- 
pinions,  as  to  think  that  they  can  remove  our  fears  of  a 
Standing  Army  by  fending  them  threefcore  Miles  off, 
from  whence  they  may  recall  them  upon  a  few  Days  no- 
tice. Nay  an  Army  kept  in  Ireland*,  is  more  dangerous 
to  us  than  at  home  For  here  by  perpetual  converie  with 
their  Relations  and  Acquaintance,  f  me  few  of  them 
perhaps  m  y  warp  towards  rh  ir  C  ountry  ;  whereas  in 
Jkiland  they  are  kept  as  it  uere  in  a  Garifon,  where  they 
are  ftiut  up  from  the  communicat- on  of  their  Country- 
men, ?^nd  may  be  nuried  up  in  another  In  ereil.  This  is 
true,  that  *us  a  common  Policy  among  Arbitrary  Princes 
often  to  jfhtft  their  Soldiers  Quarters,  tell  the*  fhould  con- 
tract friendihip  amo  g  the  Natives,  and  by  degrees  fall 
into  their  inrere  . 

It  may  be  ia  d  perhaps,  That  the  People  of  Ireland 
will  pay  them  ;  which  makes  the  matter  fo  much  the 
worfe,  for  they  are  lefs  likely  to  have  any  regard  to  their 
Country.  Befides  if  we  confider  the  Lords  Juftices  Speech 
to  that  Parliament,  wherein  theyare  let  know  that  his  Ma- 
}eftj  Expecli  that  they  will  continue  the  Subfiftence  to  the 
difbanded  Officers,  and  fupport  the  prefent  Eftablifhment 
{which  by  the  way  is  near  three  times  as  great  as  darks 
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the  Second's)  and  this  without  any  other  Ceremony  of 
qualification  of  Time  (with  which  his  Majefty  waspleafed 
to  exprefs  himfelf  to  his  Englijh  and  Scotch  Parliaments) 
we  may  be  convinced  that  they  are  not  in  a  Condition  to 
difpute  this  matter ;  efpecially  at  a  time  when  they  ap- 
prehend Hardfhips  will  be  put  upon  them  in  relation  to 
their  Trade  ;  And  therefore  we  may  be  fure  they  will 
gratify  the  Court  to  the  utrnoft  of  their  Power,,  in  hopes, 
if  they  cannot  prevent  the  palling  a  Law  againft  them,  to 
obtain  a  connivance  in  the  execution.  We  may  add  ;  by 
this  means  they  will  keep  their  Money  in  their  own 
Country,  a  great  part  whereof  came  formerly  to  Eng- 
land, and  have  an  opportunity  of  returning  the  Compli- 
ment we  defigned  them  laft  Year,  if  we  don't  prevent 
it  by  difbanding  the  Army  there,  as  Strafford's  Army  in 
Ireland  was  formerly  in  the  1 5  th  of  Char  la  the  mil,  and 
lately  another  in  1678  by  our  Englijh  Parliaments. 

I  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  here,  how  different  the 
modifh  Sentiments  are  in  Ireland  and  England:  For  there 
the  Language  is,  We  muft  comply  with  the  Court,  in 
keeping  up  tlie  Army,  or  otherwife  the  Woollen  Manu- 
facture is  gone  ;  and  here  the  Men  in  fafhion  tell  us,  that* 
an  Army  muft  be  kept  in  Ireland  to  deftroy  the  Woollen 
Manufacture,  and  execute  the  Laws  we  make  againft 
them  i  and  in  order  to  it  the  People  of  Ireland  are  to  pay 
them. 

This  project  of  fending  Men  to  Ireland  was  fo  tran- 
fparent,  that  they  durft  not  rely  upon  it ;  and  therefore 
they  told  us,  that  as  faft  as  Money  could  be  got,  they 
would  difband  more  Regiments.  The  People  wer«e  in 
greatExpectation  when  it  would  be  done,  and  feveral  times 
it  was  taken  notice  of  in  Parliament ;  and  the  Courtiers 
always  affured  them  that  nothing  hindred  it  but  the  want 
of  Money  to  pay  them  off.  'Twas  confidently  faid  in  all 
publick  places,  that  eighteen  Regiments  more  would  be 
difbanded,  and  the  Regiments  were  named  ;  and  I  have 
heard  it  with  great  Affurance  affirmed  by  the  Agents  and 
Officers  themfelves,  that  the  King  had  figned  it  in  Coun- 
cil. Thus  the  Seffion  was  worn  out,  till  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  tired  with  Expectation, addreffed  his  Majefty, 
That  he  would  be  plcafed  to  gi<ve  order  that  a  Lift  be  laid 
hefwc  the  Houfe  of  the  Army  dijlanded,  and  intended  to  bs 

difbanded% 
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difbanded,  and  of  the  Officers  Names  'who  are  to  have  half 
fay ;  and  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  That  he  would 
comply  with  the  defires  of  the  Houfe,  as  foon  as  convenient- 
ly he  could:  But  the  Parliament  fitting  not  above  a  Month 
afterwards,  his  Majefty  fent  them  no  farther  anfwer. 

Atlaftthe  Parliament  rofe,  and  inficad  of  difbanding 
tkey  brought  over  a  great  many  foreign  Regiments,  and 
fent  them  to  Ireland,  as  well  as  three  more  Englijh  ones. 
But  even  all  this  would  not  bring  their  Army  in  England 
down  to  ten  thoufand  Men  ;  fo  that  they  made  another 
Reform,  and  fine*8,  have  incorporated  the  Officers  of  the- 
difbanded  Regiments  in  Ireland  mio  the  Standing  Troops, 
by  which  means  they  have  got  an  Army  of  Officers  : 
Whereas  if  thefe  Gentlemen  design  their  Army  to  defend 
us  againft  a  fudden  Invafion,  or  to  be  in  readinefs  againft 
the  King  of  Spain\  Death,  in  my  poor  Opinion  they 
ihould  have  kept  up  the  private  Soldiers,  and  difbanded 
all  the  Officers  but  fuch  as  are  juft  neceflary  to  exercife 
them  ;  for  Officers  will  be  always  ready  to  accept  good 
Employments,  whereas  the  private  Soldiers  will  be  very 
difficultly  lifted  again  in  a  new  War,  though  we  all  know 
they  are  eafily  to  be*  got  together,  when  they  are  only  to 
infult  their  Countrymen. 

One  good  effecl:  of  thk  Army  has  already  appeared  ; 
For  I  prefarne  every  Body  has  heard  how  prevailing  an 
Argument  it  was  in  eh?  late  Elections,  That  if  <we  choofe 
fuch  a  Man,  nx>f.  Jhall  be  free  from  Quarters  :  And  I  wifh 
this  A  gument  does  not  every  day  grow  ftronger.  Nay, 
v/ho  knows  but  in  another  Reign  the  Corporations  may  be 
told  that  his  Majefty  expetfs  they  will  choofe  the  Officers 
of  the  ^rmy,  and  the  Parliament  be  told  that  he  expeds 
they  will  maintain  them  ? 

But  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  full  view,  I  will  here  put 
down  the  Eftablilhment  of  King  Charles  the  Second  in  88, 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  Vote  of  the-  nth  of  De- 
cember, as  alfo  his  prefent  Majefty's  :  And  in  this,  as  well 
as  my  other  Computations,  I  do  not  pretend  but  I  may 
be  miftaken  in  many  Parti  ulars,  though  I  have  taken 
what  care  I  could  not  to  be  fb  ;  nor  is  it  material  to  my 
purpofe,  fo  that  the  variation  from  Truth  is  not  confider- 
able. 

I  I 
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I  {liall  alio  fet  down  King  William's  Eftablifhment  as 
the  Regiments  were  before  the  Reform,  becaufe  all  ther 
Officers  flill  remain,  and  a  great  part  of  the  private  Sol- 
diers, which  I  take  to  be  in  effe3  full  Regiments  ;  the 
reft  being  to  be  raifed  again  in  a  few  days,  if  they  are  de- 
igned for  home  Service,  but,  as  I  faid  before,  the  hardeil 
to  be  got  if  they  are  defigned  for  Spain  or  Flanders.  But 
herein  if  any  Man  differs  from  me,  he  may  make  his  own 
deduclions. 

The  EJiablifhment  of  Charles  the  Second  in 
England  in  the  Tear  Eighty. 

Horfe  and  Dragoons  in  England. 

Treops,  Com.  Non  PrivMte  7V*/ 
Sf  ComptOffic,Com.Of.  Men.  Numb. 

Troops  of  Guards  3  48  15  6oo  663, 

The  .Royal  Regiment  of  Horfe  $  34  40  400  474 
A  Troop  of  Dragoons  raifed 

in  July ,  1680.  1  4  8  40  52 

Total  Horfe  and  Dragoons      12    26    63  1040  11 85 

Foot  in  England. 

Gentlemen  Penfioners  1  6  o  40  46 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard  1  7  ©  100  107 
The  Firfl  Regiment  of  Foot- 
Guards  24  75  192  1440  1707 
The  Coldftrtam  Regiment  12  39  96  720  855 
The  Duke  of  York's  Regiment  12  39  96  630  765 
The  Holland  Regiment  12  39  96  600  735 
Independent  Companies  26  78  208  1260  1546 

Total  Foot  in  England   SS  283  68S  479P  5761- 
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King  Charles  the  Second's  EjlablifJment 
in  Ireland  in  the  Tear  Eighty. 

Troops  of  Horfe  24    96  196  io3o  1372 

His  Foot  in  Ireland. 

Yeomen  of  the  Guard  1      3     o     60  63 

A  Regiment  of  Guards  12    40    99  11 20  1259 

Single  Companies  74  222  444  4440  5166 

Total  Foot  in  Ireland    %j  265  543  5620  6428 

,  I  have  not  here  put  down  the  Garrifon  of  Tangier 
which  was  about  three  thoufand  Men,  becaufe  that  Place 
is  now  loft,  and  confequently  wants  no  Garrifon. 

I  will  now*fet  down  his  prefent  Majefty's  Eftablifli- 
ment,  and  then  compare  them  both  together. 

Horfe  and  Dragoons  upon  the  Englifh 
EJlabli foment. 

Three  Troops  of  Horfe  Guards  3  48 

One  Troop  of  Dutch  Guards  1  1 5 

One  Troop  of  Horfe  Grenadiers  1  1 1 

Lord  Oxford**  Regiment  9  40 
Lord  Portland**  Horfe  Dutch 

Regiment  9  42 

Lumley's  Regiment  9  40 

Wood*  Regiment  6  28 

Arrans  Regiment  6  28 

Windham*  Regiment  6  28 

Shomberg**  Regiment  6  28 

Macclesfield**  Regiment  6  28 

Rahfs  Dragoons  8  37 

Flood**  Dragoons  8  37 

Lord  EJJex**  Dragoons  8  37 

Total  Horfe  and  Drag,  in  Eng.  86  447  580  4855  6876 
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Foot  cn  the  Englilli  Ef  ablijhment. 

Gentlemen  Penfioners  i  6  o  40  46 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard  1  7  o  100  107 
Lord  Rumneys  four  Battalions  28  99  222  2240  2563 
Lord  Cult's  two  Battalions  14  51  112  11 20  1283 
The  Blue  Guards  a  Dutch  Re- 
giment, four  Battalions  26  96  20S  2366  2670 
E.  of  Orkney's  zScotchReg.  26,  88  208  1560  1656 
Selvcins  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
Churckil's  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
Trelawny's  Regiment  13  44  IC4  780  928 
Earle's  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
Seymours  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
Coifs  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
Mordant's  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
Sir  David  Collier  s  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
Sir  C.  Hero's  Fufileers  in  Jerfey  13  46  104  780  930 
Collin gnjjcod's  Regiment  13  44  104  780  928 
A  Company  at  Upnor  Caftle  1  2      6      50  58 

Total  Foot  in  England    ziy  793  17961527617865 


Horfe  and  Dragoons  upon  the  Irifih  Ejla- 
blifhment. 

Lufon\  Regiment                     6  42    30    354  412 

Langfion's  Regiment                6  42    30    354  412 

Lord  Galla<ways  a  French  Reg.  9  113    45     531  689 

J?0/}*s  Dragoons                       8  37    72    480  589 

E-kiim's  Dragoons                   8  37    72    480  589 

Cunningham*  Dragoons             8  37    72    480  589 

Mermons  a  French  Regiment     8  74  14    480  (98 

Total  Horfe  and  Drag,  in  IreL  53  338  465  3159  3962 


Foot 


94 


A  Short  Hi/lory  of 


Foot  upon  the  Irifh  Ejtablijhment,  with  the 
dijbanded  Officers  incorporated. 
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S6 

1481 

2288 

17160 

20929 

I  will  now  compare  both  Eftablifhments 
together. 

His  Eftablifhrnent  in  England. 

Charles  the  Second's  Horfc 

in  Eighty  in  England  12  86  63  104a  11 89 
His  Foo:  in  England        88    283    688    4790  5791 

His  Horfe  &  Foot  in  Eng.  ico   369   75 1    3830  6950 
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His  EJlablifnment  in  Ireland. 

His  Horfe  in  Ireland        24.      96     196    i«8o  1372 

His  Foot  in  Ireland         87    265    243    5620  6428 


His  Horfe  &Foot  in  Irel.  m    361    739    6700  7809 

All  his  Army  in  England  and  Ireland. 

His  Horfe  in  England 

and  IreUnd  36    183    259    2120  2561 

His  Foot  in  England  and 

Ireland  1 75     548  1 23 1  ^410  121  89 


All  his  Army  in  England 

and  IreUnd  211     730  1490  12539  1475° 

King  William' s  EJlabliJJment. 

His  Horfe  in  England  $6  441  580  5855  6876 
His  Foot  in  England      227    793  1796  15276  17865 

Ail  his  Forces  in  England  3 1 3  1234  2376  21131  24741 

His  EJlabliJhment  in  Ireland. 

His  Horfe  in  Ireland  53  338  465  3 f  59  3962 
His  Foot  in  Ireland         286  1481  2288  171 60  20929 

All  his  Forces  in  Ireland  339  1819  2753  20319  24891 

All  his  Army  in  England  and  Ireland. 

His  Horfe  and  Dragoons 

in  Eng.  \  nd  I  ctund  139  779  1045  9014  10838 
His  Foot  in  England 'and 

Ireland  513  2274  4084  32436  38794 

All  his  Army  in-England 

and  btlattd  652  305}  5139  414JO  4963 % 
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So  that  his  prefent  Majefly  in  England  and  IreUnd  a- 
lone  has  above  three  times  as  many  Troops  and  Compa- 
nies as  Charles  the  Second  in  the  Year  Eighty,  almofi 
five  times  as  many  Commiflion  Officers,  near  four  times 
as  many  Non-Gom million  Officers ;  and  when  the  Com- 
manders fhall  have  Orders  to  recruit  their  Companies, 
will  have  more  than  three  times  the  Number  of  common 
Soldiers,  befides  the  difbanded  Officers  which  are  noc  in- 
corporated into  other  Regiments ;  and  upon  the  Efla- 
blifhment  they  now  ftand,  are  as  much  Creatures  to  the 
Court,  as  if  their  Regiments  were  in  Being. 


His  Majefifs  Forces  in  Scotland,  which 
in  the  Tear  Eighty  conjijied  of  2806 
Men. 

The  Troops  of  Guards  1    15     5    120  140 

The  Royal  Reg  of  Dragoons  8  37  72  320  429 
Jedborough'' $  Dragoons  6    27    54    240  321 

The  Royal  Reg.  of  Foot  Guards  1 6  51128  91 2  1091 
Reiv's  Fufileers  16    51  128    640  819 

Collier  or  Hamilton*  Drag.  16  51  128  640  S  9 
Mait  land's  Dragoons  16    51  128    640  819 

In  Garrifons  4    12    24    295  331 


All  his  Forces  in  Scotland         83  295  667  3807  4769 


Thefe  Forces  are  as  they  are  now  reduced  and  allow* 
cd  by  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  for  Reafons  beft  known 
to  themfelves ;  which  without  doubt  mud  be  very  good 
ones,  and  'tis  commonly  faid,  rhat  ten  Privy  Counfeilors 
of  that  Kingdom,  who  appear'd  againit  the  Army,  are 
turn'd  out  of  the  Council;  which,  if  true,  I  prefume  will 
be  a  fufficient  Warning  to  our  Gentlemen  at  home. 

However,  there  is  this  Ufe  in  the  Scotch  Army,  that  if 
the  Parliament  of  England  fhall  be  preva  I'd  on  to  chink 
any  Forces  necelTary,  a  leffer  Number  wiil  be  fulficient. 


His 


Standing  Armies  in  England.  97 


His  Majejifs  Forces  in  Holland . 


Ladders  Regiment  1 3 
William  Collins" s  Regiment  1 3 
Muray  s  Regiment  1 3 
Fergufons  Regiment  13 
Stranavers  Regiment  13 
  13 


44  104  780  92 3 

44  104  780  928 

44  104  780  928 

44  104  78©  928 

44  i@4  780  928 

44  104  780  928 


All  the  Forces  in  Holland  78    264    624  4680  5568 


S  O  that  his  Majefty's 

.  whole  Army  confifts  of   813  3612  6420  49937  599*9 

Of  thefe  feven  thoufand,  eight  hundred,  and  feventy 
feven,  are  Foreigners,  which  is  the  firft  foreign  Army 
that  ever  fet  Foot  in  England,  but  as  Enemies. 

Since  the  writing  of  this  I  am  informed,  that  Brude* 
nail's  Regiment  is  in  Being,  and  that  Eppingers  Dra- 
goons are  in  Englijb  Pay,  which  if  true,  will  make  the 
whole  Army  fixty  odd  thoufand  Men ;  but  in  this  as  well 
as  many  other  Parts  of  the  Lift  I  may  be  miftaken,  for 
which  I  hope  I  mail  be  excufed,  when  I  acquaint  the 
Reader  that  I  was  forced  to  pick  it  out  from  accidental 
Difcourfes  with  Officers,  having  applied  to  my  Lord 
R — 's  Office  without  Succefs,  though  I  made  fuch  Inte- 
reft  for  it  as  upon  another  Occafion  would  not  have  been 
refufed. 

If  the  Prince  of  Orange  in  his  Declaration,  inftead  of 
telling  us  that  we  mould  be  fettled  upon  fuch  a  Founda- 
tion that  there  ftiould  be  no  Danger  of  our  falling  again 
into  Slavery,  and  that  he  would  fend  back  all  his  Forces 
as  foon  as  that  was  done,  had  promis'd  us  that  after  an 
eight  Years  War  (which  mould  leave  us  in  Debt  near 
twenty  Millions)  we  mould  have  a  Standing  Army  efta- 
blimed,  a  great  many  of  which  mould  be  Foreigners,  I 
believe  few  Men  would  have  thought  fuch  a  Revolution 
worth  the  Hazard  of  their  Lives  and  Eftates    but  his 

Vol.  I,  E  mighty 
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nighty  Soul  was  above  fuch  abjecl  thoughts  as  thefe;  his 
Decoration  was  his  own,  thefe  paltry  Defigns  are  our 
Undertakers,  who  would  fhelter  their  own  Oppreffions 
under  his  Sacred  Name. 

I  would  willingly  know  whether  the  late  King  James 
<;ould  have  enflaved  us  but  by  an  Army,  and  whether 
there  is  any  way  of  fecuring  us  from  falling  again  into 
Slavery  but  by  diibanding  them.  It  was  in  thac  fenfe  I 
undeiftood  his  Majefty's  Declaration,  and  therefore  did 
early  take  up  Arms  for  him,  as  I  fhall  be  always  ready 
to  do.  It  was  this  alone  which  made  his  alMance  ne- 
ceflary  to  us,  btherwife  we  had  wanted  none  but  the 
Hangman's. 

I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if  this  Army  does  not  make 
us  Slaves,  we  arp  the  enly  People  upon  Earth  in  fuch 
Circuniftanc.es  that  everefcaped  it,  with  the  4th  part  of 
their  number.  It  is  a  greater  force  than  A Ux  under  con- 
quered the  Eaft  with,  than  Ctefar  had  in  his  Conqueir  of 
Gaut^ox  indeed  the  whole  Roman  Fmpire  ;  double  the 
number  that  any  of  oar  Ancestors  ever  invaded  France 
with,  Jgefelaus  the  Per fians,  or  Huniudts  and  Meander  beg 
the  'lurkijb  Empire  ;  as  many  again  as  was  in  any  battle 
between  the  Dutch  and  Spaniards  in  forty  Years  War,  or 
betwixt  the  King  and  Parliament  in  England;  four  times 
as  many  as  the  Prince  of  Orange  landed  with  in  England '; 
and  in  fhort,  as  many  as  have  been  cn  both  fides  in  nine 
Battles  of  ten  that  were  ever  fought  in  the  World.  If 
this  Army  does  not  enflave  us,  it  is  barely  becaufe  we 
have  a  virtuous  Prince  that  will  not  attempt  it ;  and  it  is 
a  moil  miferable  thing  to  have  no  other  Security  for  our 
Liberty,  than  the  Will  of  a  Man,  though  the  moft  juft 
Man  living  :  For  rhat  is  not  a  free  Government  where 
there  is  a  good  Prince  (for  evai  the  mo  ft  arbitrary  Go- 
vernments have  had  fometimes  a  Relaxation  of  their  Mi- 
feries)  but  where  it  is  fo  conltituted,  that  no  one  c.<n  be 
a  Tyrant  if  he  would.  Cicero  fays,  though  a  Mailer  does, 
not  tyrannize,  yet  it  is  a  lamentable  coniideration  that  it 
is  in  his  Power  to  do  fo ;  and  therefore  fuch  a  Power  is  to 
be  truiicd  to  none,  which  if  it  does  not  find  a  Tyrant, 
commonly  makes  one ;  and  if  not  him,  to  be  fure  aSuc- 
cef;br. 

If 
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If  any  one  daring  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Second, 
when  thpfe  that  were  called  Whigs,  with  a  noble  Spirit  of 
Liberty,  both  in  the  Parliament  Houfe  and  in  private 
Companies,  oppofed  a  few  Guards  as  Badges  of  Tyranny, 
a  Deftruclion  to  our  Conftitution,  and  the  Foundations  of 
a  Standing  Army:  I  fay,  if  any  mould  have^old  them 
that  a  Deliverer  fhouid  come  andrefcue  them  from  the 
Oppreffions  under  which  they  then  laboured  ;  that  France 
by  a  tedious  and  confumptive  War  mould  be  reduced  to 
half  the  Power  it  then  had;  and  even  at  that  time  they 
ihould  not  only  be  paffive,  butufe  their  utrnoft  Interelt, 
&nd  diilort  their  Reafon  to  find  out  Arguments  for  keep- 
ing up  fo  vail  an  Army,  and  make  the  Abufes  of  which 
they  had  been  all  their  lives  complaining,  Precedents  to 
jollify  thofe Proceedings ;  whoever; would  have  told  them 
this,  mutt  have  been  very  regardlefs  of  his  Reputation, 
and  been  thought  to  have  had  a  great  deal  of  ill-nature, 
Dat  the  truth  is,  we  have  lived  in  an  Age  of  Miracles, 
•and  there  is  nothing  fo  extravagant  that  we  may  not  expect 
to  fee,  when  {arly  Patriots  grow  fervile  Flatterers,  old 
-( . om mon  wealth Cm en  declare  for  ths  Prerogative,  and  Ad- 
mirals againll  the  Fleet. 

Eat  I  wonder  what  Arguments  in  Nature  our  Hirelings 
will  think  of  for  keeping  up  an  Army  this  Y ear.  Good 
Reafons  lie  within  a  narrow  Cornpafs,  and  might  be  guelT- 
ed  at,-  but  nonfenfe  is  infinite.  The  Arguments  they 
chiefly  infi  ted  upon  la  ft  year  were,  That  it  was  uncertain 
whether  the  French  King  would  deliver  up  any  of  his 
Towns  if  we  difbanded  our  Army;  that  King  James  had 
1  Soco  Men  at  his  devotion  kept  by  the  King  of  France  ; 
that  a  great  Fleet  was  preparing  there  upon  fome  un- 
known Defign ;  that  the  King  of  Spain  was  dying  ;  that 
there  was  no  Militia  fettled  ;  and  that  they  would  keep 
them  up  only  for  a  year  to  fee  how  the  World  went. 
This  with  a  few  Lies  about  my  Lord  Portland's  and  Bci-.f- 
fleri  quarrelling,  and  fome  Prophecies  of  our  being  in- 
vaded in  fix  Months,  was  the  fubltance-of  what  was  laid 
or  printed. 

Now  in  fact  the  French  King  has  delivered  up  Ghon9 
Rofes,  Belver,  Barcelona,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  Pro » 
vince  of  Catalonia  :  The  Town  and  Province  of  Luxcm* 
burg,  and  the  County  of  Chlny  3   the  Towns  of  Mom, 
E  z  '  Qh  a  rlwy\ 
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*Gbarleroyy  Courtray%  and  Aetb  in  the  Spanijh  Provinces, 
to  the  King  of  Spain* 

The  Town  of"  Dinant  to  the  Bimop  of  Liege. 

The  Towns  of  Pignerc/,  Caza/,  Sufa,  Montmelian, 
Nice,  Villa  Franca,  all  Savoy,  and  part  of  Piedmont  to 
the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

The  Cities  of  Treves,  Gcrmen/heim,  and  the  Palatinate ; 
the  County  of  Spanhcim,  Veldentz,  and  Dutchy  of  Deux- 
fonts  ;  the  County  of  Mombelliand,  and  fome  Pofleffioni 
of  Burgundy  ;  the  Forts  of  Kiel,  Fribourgh,  St.  Peter- 
frrt,  Dejioile,  the  Town  of  Philipsburgb,  and  moft  of 
Alface,  Eberenburg,  and  the  Dutchy  of  Lorrain  to  the 
Empire:  Has  demolilhed  Hunningen,  Montroyal,  and 
Kernburg, 

He  has  delivered  up  the  Principality  of  Orange  to  the 
Xing  of  England. 

Thefe  are  vaft  Countries,  and  contain  in  bignefs  as 
much  ground  as  the  Kingdom  of  England, axid  maintain'd 
the  King  of  France  above  ioooooMen;  befideshehad 
laid  out  vail  Sumsin  the  Fortifications  he  delivered  upand 
demoiifhed.  Add  to  this,  his  Kingdom  is  miferably  im- 
poverifhed  and  depopulated  by  this  War  ;  his  Manufac- 
tures much  impaired ;  great  Numbers  of  Offices  have 
been  erected,  which  like  Leeches  draw  away  the  People's 
Blood ;  prodigious  Debts  contracted,  and  a  moft  bene- 
ficial Trade  with  England  loft.  Thefe  things  being  con- 
fidered,  there  can  be  little  danger  of  their  mewing  over* 
much  wantonnefs,  efpecially  for  fome  years  ;  and  yet 
Hill  we  muft  be  bullied  by  the  name  of  Frdnce,  and  the 
Tear  of  it  muft  do  what  their  Power  could  never  yet  ef- 
fect :  which  is  a  little  too  grofs,  confidering  they  were 
enflaved  by  the  fame  means.  For  in  Lewis  the  Xlth's 
Time,  the  French  gave  up  their  Liberties  for  fear  of  Eng- 
land, and  now  we  muft  give  up  ours  for  fear  of  France. 

Secondly,  Moft  of  King  James's  Englijb  and  lrijb  forces 
which  we  have  been  io  often  threatned  with,  are  dif- 
banded ;  and  he  is  faid  to  fubfift  upon  his  Majefty's  Cha- 
rity, which  will  be  a  iufficient  Caution  for  his  good  be- 
havionr. 

Thirdly,  The  French  Fleet,  which  was  another  Bug- 
bear, exceeded  rot  this  year  20  Sail,  nor  attempted  any 
Thin^  though  we  had  no  Fleet  out  to  oppofe  them: 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  The  King  of  Spain  is  not  dead,  nor  in  a 
more  dangerous  Condition  than  he  has  been  for  fome 
years ;  and  we  are  not  without  hopes  that  his  Majefty  by 
his  extraordinary  Prudence  has  taken  fuch  care  as  to  pre- 
vent a  new  War,  in  cafe  he  fhould  die. 

Fifthly,  As  tothe  Militia,  I  fuppofe  every  Man  is  now 
fetisfied  that  we  mull  never  expect  to  fee  it  made  ufeful 
till  we  have  difbanded  the  Army.    I  would  not  be  here 
underftcod  to  throw  the  whole  Odium  of  that  Matter  up- 
on the  Court ;  for  there  are  feveral  other  Parties  in  Eng- 
land, that  are  not  over-zealous  for  a  Militia.  Firii, 
thofe  who  are  for  refloring  King  James's  trumpery,  and 
would  have  the  Army  difbanded,  and  no  Force  fettled 
in  the  room  of  it.    Next,  there  are  a  mungrel  fort  of 
Men  who  are  not  direct  Enemies  to  the  King,  yet  becaufe 
their  fancied  merit  is  not  rewarded  at  their  own  price, 
they  are  fo  fhagreen  that  they  will  not  let  him  have  the 
Reputation  of  fo  noble  an  Ellablimment.    Befides  thefe, 
there  are  others  that  having  no  Notion  of  any  Militia 
but  our  own,  and  being  utterly  unacquainted  with  ancient 
and  modern  Hiftory,  think  it  impracticable :  And  fome 
wretched  things  are  againft  it  becaufe  of  the  Charge  ; 
whereas  if  their  Mothers  had  taught  them  to  caft  ac- 
compts,  they  would  have  found  out  that  52000  Men  for 
a  Month,  will  be  but  the  fame  charge  to  the  Subject  as 
four  thoufand  for  a  year,  fuppofing  the  pay  to  be  the 
fame ;  and  reckoning  it  to  be  a  third  part  greater,  it  will 
be  equivalent  to  the  charge  of  6000:  And  if  we  mould 
allow  them  to  be  out  a  fortnight  longer  than  was  defigned 
by  the  laft  Bill  for  exercifing  in  leffer  Bodies,  then  the 
utmoft  Charge  of  fuch  a  Militia  will  be  no  more  than  to 
keep  up  9000  Men  the  year  round.    None  of  the  Par- 
ties I  mentioned  will  openly  oppofe  a  Militia,  though  they 
would  be  all  glad  to  drop  it :  And  1  believe  nobody  will 
be  fo  hardy  as  to  deny,  but  if  the  Court  would  fnew  as 
much  Vigour  in  profecuting  it,  as  they  did  lalt  year  ta 
keep  up  a  Standing  Army,   that  a  Bill  would  pafs  * 
which  they  will  certainly  do  if  we  difband  the  Army,, 
and  they  think  it  neceffary  ;  and  if  they  do  not,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  think  an  Army  fo.    When  they  tell  us 
we  may  be  invaded  in  the  mean  time,  they  are  not  in 
earneft  ;  for  we  all  know  if  the  King  of  France  has  any 
E  3  Defigns, 
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Defigns,  they  lock  another  Way  :  Befides,  he  has  pro- 
vided no  Tranfpcrts,  nor  is  in  any  readincfs  to  make  an 
Jnvafion ;  ar.d  if  he  was,  we  have  a  Fleet  to  hinder 
him  ;  nay,  even  the  Militia  we  have  in  London  and  feme 
other  Counties,  are  moderately  exercis'd  :  and  I  belie\  e 
thofe  who  fpeak  moft  contemptibly  of  them  will  allow 
them  to  have  natural  Courage,  and  as  good  Limbs  as  o- 
ther  People  ;  and  if  they  will  allow  nothing  elfe,  then 
here  is  an  Army  of  an  hundred  or  fix  fcore  thoufand 
Men,  ready  lifted,  regimented,  horfed  and  armed ;  and 
if  there  mould  be  any  Occafion,  his  Majefty  can  pui 
what  Officers  hepleafcs  of  the  old  Army  over  them,  and 
the  Parliament  will  be  fitting  to  give  him  what  Powers 
fhall  be  neccfT  ry.  We  may  add  to  this,  that  the  dif- 
banded  Soldiers  in  all  probability  will  be  part  of  this 
Body  ;  and  then  what  fear  can  there  be  of  a  fcambling 
Jnvafion  of  a  few  Men  ? 

I  have  avoided  in  this  place  difcourfing  of  the  Nature 
of  Militia's,  that  Subject  having  been  fo  fully  handled 
already  ;  only  thus  much  I  will  ©bferve,  that  a  Standing, 
.Army  in  Peace  wilr  grow  more  effeminate  by  living  dn- 
iolutely  in  Quarters,  thau  a  Militia  that  for  the  moil 
part  will  be  excrciled  with  hard  labour.  So  tfat  tip  on 
the  whole  matter,  a  Standing  Army  in  Peace  will  be 
worfe  than  a  Militia ;  and  in  War  a  Militia  will  fcon  be- 
come a  disciplined  Army. 

Sixthly,  the  Army  has  been  kept  up  for  a  Year,  which 
is  all  was  pretended  to;  and  notwithriarding  their  Pro- 
phecies, we  have  had  no  jnvafion,  nor  danger  of  one. 

Laftly,  the  Earl  of  Portland  and  Marfhal  Bo:,jjhrs 
were  fo  far  from  quarrelling,  that  perhaps  no  Erglijh 
Ambaffadcr  was  ever  received  in  France  with  more  Ho- 
nour. 

But  further,  there  is  a  Crifis  in  all  Affairs,  which 
when  once  loft,  is  never  to  be  retrieved.  Several  Acci- 
dents concur  to  make  the  diftanding  the  Army  prac- 
ticable now,  which  may  not  happen  again.  We  have 
a  new  Parliament,  uh corrupted  by  the  Intrigues  of  the 
Courtiers  :  Befides,  the  Soldiers  themfelves  hitherto  have 
known  little  but  the  Fatigues  of  a  War,  and  have  been 
fo  paid  f.nce,  that  the  private  Men  would  be  glad  to  be 
diflanded  ;  and  the  Officers  would  not  be  very  uneafy  at 
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ft,  confidering  they  are  to  hare  half  Pay,  which  we  mall 
not  expeft  them  hereafter  when  they  have  lived  in  Riot 
and  Luxury.  Add  to  this,  we  have  a  good  Prince, 
whofe  Inclinations  as  well  as  Circumllances  will  oblige 
him  to  comply  withjihe  reafonable  Deiires  of  his  People. 
But  let  us  not  flatter  ourfelves,  this  will  not  be  always 
lb.  If  the  Army  mould  be  continued  a  few  Years,  they 
will  be  accounted  part  of  the  Prerogative,  and  'twill  be 
thought  as  great  a  violation  to  attempt  the  diibanding 
them,  as  the  Guards  in  Charles  the  Second's  time ;  it  (hall 
be  interpreted  a  delign  to  dethrone  the  King,  and  be 
made  an  Argument  for  the  keeping  them  up. 

But  there  are  other  Reafons  yet :  The  public  Necef- 
fi ties  call  upon  us  to  contract  our  Charge,  that  we  may 
be  the  foonerout  of  Debt  and  in  a  Condition  to  make  a 
new  War  ;  and  'tis  noc  the  keeping  great  Armies  on  foot 
that  will  enable  us  to  do  fo,  but  putting  ourfelves  in  a 
Capacity  to  pay  them.  W e  have  had  the  experience  of  this 
in  eight  Years  W  ir  ;  for  we  have  not  been  fuccefsful  a- 
£slftll  Fran  a  mone  Battle,  and  yet  we  have;  weighed  it 
down  by  mzcr  natural  Strength,  m  I  have  (em  a  iw&vy 
Country  Booby  fometimes  do  a  nimb'e  Wr&ftter :  And  by 
the  hmz  Method  {for  o-ir  Policy,  Oeconomy,  or  Con- 
dud)  we  mull  encounter  them  hereafter,  and  in  order  to 
it  mould  put  our&lvcs  in  fuch  Circumftatsces,  that  our 
Enemies  may  dread  a  riew  Quarrel,,  which  can  be  no  o- 
therwife  done,  but  by  leffening  our  Expenees,  and  pay- 
ing off  the  public  Engagements  as  faft  as  we  are  able. 
'Tis  a  miferable  thing  to  confider  that  we  pay  near 
4000000/.  a  Year  upon  the  account  of  Funds,  no  part 
whereof  can  be  applied  to  the  public  Service,  un  lefs 
they  defign  to  (hut  up  the  Exchequer-,  which  would  not 
be  very  prudent  to  own.  I  would  therefore  afk  fome  of 
our  Men  of  Management  ;  fuppofe  there  mould  be  a 
new  War,  how  they  propofe  to  maintain  it  ?  For  we  all 
now  know  the  End  of  our  Line,  we  have  nothing 
left  but  a  Land  Tax,  a  Poll,  and  fome  few  Excifes* 
if  the  Parliament  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  confentto  them, 
And  for  once  I  will  fuppofe,  that  all  -  together,  with 
what  will  fall  in  a  Twelvemonth,  will  amount  to 
3000000  /.  and  a  half,  which  is  not  probable  ;  and  wc 
Will  complement  them, by  fuppofingt  hey  fhall  not  in  cafe 
E  4  '  of 
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of  a  new  War  give  above  fourteen  or  fifteen  per  cent,  f  01 
Premiums  and  Intereft,  then  the  Remainder  will  be 
300000c  /.  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  fay,  they  will 
not  be  very  fond  of  leffening  the  Civil  Lilt,  and  lofe 
their  Salaries  and  Penfions.  Then  if  we  deduct  700000 
Pound  per  Annum,  upon  that  account  there  will  be 
2300000  pound  per  Annum,  for  the  ufe  of  the  War,  if 
the  People  pay  the  utmoft  Penny  they  are  able  ;  fo  that 
the  Queftion  will  not  be  as  in  the  laft  War,  how  we  mall 
carry  it  on  againft  France  at  large,  but  how  2300000 
Pound  fhall  be  difpofed  of  to  the  greateft  advantage  ; 
which  I  prefume  every  oae  will  believe  ought  to  be  in 
a  good  Fleet. 

This  leads  me  to  confider  what  will  be  the  belt,  if  not 
the  only  way  of  managing  a  new  War  in  cafe  the  King 
of  Spain's  Death,  and  a  new  Rupture  with  France;  and 
I  will  fuppofe  the  Nation  to  be  as  perfectly  free  from  all 
incumbrances  as  before  the  War.  Moft  Men  at  this 
time  of  Day,  I  believe,  will  agree  with  me  that  'tis  not 
our  bufinefs  to  throw  Squibs  in  Flanders,  fend  out  vaft 
Sums  of  Money  to  have  our  Men  play  at  bopeep  with  the 
French,  and  at  beft  to  have  their  Brains  beat  out  againft 
ftone  Walls :  But  if  a  War  is  receflary  there,  'tis  our  In- 
tereft to  let  the  Dutch  and  Germans  manage  it,  which  is 
proper  for  their  Situation,  and  let  our  Province  be  to 
undertake  the  Sea  ;  yet  if  we  have  not  Wit  and  honefty 
enough  to  make  fuch  a  bargain  with  them,  but  that  we 
bring  ourfelves  again  to  a  necefftty  of  maintaining  Ar- 
mies there,  we  may  hire  Men  from  Germany  for  half 
the  price  we  can  raife  them  here,  and  they  will  be  fooner 
ready  than  they  can  be  tranfported  from  hence,  that 
Country  being  full  of  Men,  all  Soldiers  inured  to  Fati- 
gue, and  ferving  for  much  lefs  pay  than  we  give  our  own: 
Befides,  we  fhall  carry  on  the  War  at  the  expen  ce  of  o- 
thers  Blood,  and  fave  our  own  People,  which  are  the 
flrength  and  riches  of  allGovernments ;  we  ihall  fave  the 
charge  of  providing  for  the  Officers  when  the  War  is  done, 
and  not  meet  with  fuch  difficulties  in  difhanding  them. 

There  are  forne  Gentlemen  that  have  ft  rted  a  new 
method  of  making  War  with  France,  and  tell  us  it  will 
be  necelTary  to  fend  Forces  to  Spain  to  hinder  the  French 
from  pofiefling  that  Country  ;  and  therefore  we  mull 

keep 
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keep  them  up  here  to  be  ready  for  that  Service :  Which 
by  the  Way  is  acknowledging  the  Horfe  ought  to  be 
difbanded,  fince  I  prefume  they  don't  defign  to  fend  them 
to  Spain.  But  to  give  this  a  full  Anfwer,  I  believe  it  is 
every  ones  Opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a  ftrong  Fleet 
kept  up  at  Ca/es,  or  in  the  Mediterranean,  fuperior  tO' 
the  French-,  and  then  'twill  be  e; Tier  and  cheaper  to 
bring  the  Emperor's  Forces  by  the  way  of  Final  to 
Spain,  than  to  fend  Men  from  hence  ;  and  they  are  more 
likely  to  be  acceptable  there,  being  of  the  fame  Re- 
ligion, and  Subjects  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftrla  ;  whereas 
'tis  to  be  feared  our  Men  would  be  in  as  much  Danger 
from  that  begotted  Nation  as  from  the  French  :  Befides, 
the  King  of  Portugal  is  arming  for  his  own  defence, 
and  a  fumof  Money  welldifpofed  there,  will  enable  him 
to  raife  double  the  Forces  upon  the  Spot  as  can  be  fent 
from  hence  with  the  fame  Charge. 

But  for  once  I  will  admit  it  necefTary  we  mould  fend 
Forces  both  to  Flanders  and  Spain ;  yet  'tis  no  confe- 
quence  that  we  mull  keep  up  a  Standing  Army  in  Eng- 
land till  that  Time  comes.  We  may  remember  Charles 
the  Second  rais'd  between  20  and  30000  Men  to  fight 
againfl  France  in  lefs  than  forty  Days  ;  and  the  Regi- 
ments this  King  raifed  the  firrt  Year  of  his  Reign  were 
eompleated  in  a  very  fhort  Time  ;  for  my  own  part,  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  a  new  Army  may  be  raifed,  before 
Ships  and  Provifions  will  be  ready  for  their  Tranfporta- 
tion,  at  leaft  if  the  Management  is  no  better  than  it  was 
once  upon  a  Time  ;  and  perhaps  it  may  happen  that  the 
King  of  Spain  may  die  in  the  Summer-time,  and  then 
we  fhall  have  the  Winter  before  us.  We  may  add  to> 
this,  that  the  King  of  France  has  di (handed  a  great  ma- 
ny Men,  that  his  Country  now  lies  open  in  a  great  ma- 
ny Places ;  that  the  Germans  and  Dutch  keep  great  Num- 
bers of  Men  in  conitant  Pay ;  and  in  all  probability- 
there  will  be  a  Peace  with  the  Turks :  That  Portugal 
and  the  Italian  Princes  muft  enter  into  the  Confederacy 
in  their  own  Defence  ;  and  that  the  French  will  lie  under 
an  equal  Necefhty  to  raife  Forces  with  a  much  lefs  Coun- 
try than  in  the  former  War,  to  oppofe  fuch  a  mighty 
Union  of  Princes,  who  will  attack  him  upon  the  firft  At- 
tempt he  makes  upon  Spain. 

E  s  And 
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And  after  all, what's  the  mighty  Advantage  we  propofe 
by  keeping  this  Force  ?  Why  foifooth,  having  a  fmail 
K umber  of  Men  more  (for  the  Officers  will  always  be 
ready,  and, now  a  great  pari  of  the  private  Soldiers  are 
to  be  rais'd  in  cafe  of  a  new  War)  ready  fix  Weeks 
fconer  to  attack  France.  And  I  durft  almoft  appeal  to 
thefe  Gentlemen  themfelves,  whether  fo  fmall  a  Balance 
agamft  France  is  equivalent  to  the  Hazard  of  our  Liber- 
ties, Deftruclion  of  our  Ccnftitution,  and  the  coeftafit 
Expence  of  keeping  them  up,  to  expect  when  the  King 
of  Spain  will  be  pleafed  to  die. 

If  thefe  Gentlemen  are  really  afraid  of  a  new  War* 
and  don't  uie  it  as  a  Bugbear  to  fright  us  out  of  our 
Liberties,  and  to  gain  their  little  Party-Ends,  the  Way 
to  bring  the  People  into  it  heartily,  is  to  mew  them  that 
all  their  A&ions  tend  to  the  public  Advantage,  to  leiTen 
the  national  Expences,  to  manage  the  Revenue  with  the 
greater!  Frugality,  to  poilpone  part  of  their  Salaries,  and 
KOt  grow  rich  while  their  Country  grows  poor,  to  give 
their  hearty  Amftance  for  appropriating  the  Irijb  Lards, 
gain'd  by  the  People's  Blood  and  Sweat  to  the  public 
Service,  as  was  promis'd  by  hisMajefly,  and  not  to  fliew 
an  unhappy  Wit  in  punilhing  fome  Men,  and  cxcefmg 
others  for  the  fame  f  ault,  and  fpend  three  Months  in  In- 
trigues how  to  keep  up  a  Standing  Army  to  the  Dread 
of  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Nation  ;  for  let  them  fancy 
what  they  pleafe,  the  People  will  never  confent  to  the 
raifmg  a  new  Army  till  they  are  fatis£ed  they  mall  be 
rid  of  them  when  the  War  is  done;  and  there  is  no 
Way  of  convincing  them  of  that,  but  the  difhanomg 
thefe  with  Willingnefs.  When  we  fee  this  done,  we 
ihz.ll  believe  they  are  in  earner!,  and  the  People  will 
join  unanimously  in  a  new  War ;  otherwife  there  will 
always  be  a  considerable  Part  of  the  Nation  (whatever 
perfonal  Honour  they  have  for  his  Majefty,  or  Fears  of 
France)  that  will  lie  upon  the  Wheels  with  all  their 
Weight,  and  do  them  more  harm  than  their  Army  will, 
do  them  good. 

To  conclude,  we  have  a  wife  and  virtuous  Prince, 
who  has  always  endeavour'd  to  pleafe  his  People  by  ta- 
king thofe  IVkn  into  his  Councils,  which  they  have  re- 
commended 
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commended  to  him  by  their  own  Choice;  and  when  their 
intereit  has  declin'd^hc  has  gratified  theNation  by  turning 
them  out.  I  would  therefore  give  this  leafonable  Ad- 
vice to  thofe  who  were  once  called  Whigs3  that  the  way 
to  prrferve  their  Intereft  with  his  Majefty  is  to  keep  it 
with  ihe  People  ;  that  their  old  Friends  will  not  deiert 
them  till  they  defert  their  Country,  which  when  they 
do,  they  will  be  left  to  their  own  proper  Merits  ;  and 
though  I  am  not  much  given  to  believing  Prophecies,, 
yet  I  dare  be  a  Prophet  for  o;  ce,  and  foretell  that  then 
they  will  meet  with  the  Fate  of  King  Phyfician  and  King 
VJher  in  the  Reh  ear  t'al,  to  nenxj  Mafiers  until  turn 
them  cjf,  and  no  Body  elf 2  will  take  ' them. 


The  Thoughts  of  a  Member  of  the  Lower 
Houie,  in  Relation  to  a  ProjeSi  for  re- 
training and  Unvt ting  the  Power  of  the 
Crown  in  the  future  Creation  of  Peers. 
By  J.  Trenchard,  Ejq\ 

Anno  1 719. 

A  S  I  have  not  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  the 
J~\  Upper  Hoafe  of  Parliament,  ib  I  do  not  preiunie 
to  know  what  is  doling  there;  bat  ciajim  the  Privilege  of 
a  free  b-rn  Englishman  to  ipeak.  or  write  my  Lvlina  Im- 
partially aiid  op  nly,  upon  which  my  own  or  my  Coin? 
try's  Liberties  are  concerned,  whilil  there  Is  no  Law  o 
forbid  me  :  ai»d  much  more  1*0,  wilfn  h  a  i  nave  to  lajj 
is  in  vindication  of  the  Laws  aud  woaihtutign  in  being, 

1  he  common  Subject  of  popular  DUepurfe,  1  co  i- 
cerning  a  Project  laid  to  be  in  Agita  ion,  which  is  to 
give  tne  King  rower  to  crca  e  twtnty-nve  &xtt;cb  Peers 
to  (it  in  their  own  Rignt  in  Pariialnent,  in  he  a  oJ  tne 
Sixteen  who  are  to  be  elected  by  the  i'eera&c  there,  and 
after  the  Creation  of  jix  more  tot  Gr cat  'tihtqiv,  tne 
Prerogative  of  making  any  further  Creations  is  to  be 

taken 
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from  the  Crown,  unlefs  upon  the  Extinction  of  the  Fa- 
milies in  PofiefTion  of  the  Peerage. 

Now  I  am  free  to  own,  that  I  think  a  Law  would 
be  fatal  to  the  Monarchy,  and  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  make  our  Government  Ariilocratical,  without 
the  outward  Appearances  of  it,  or  the  Regulations  which 
are  peculiar  and  effential  to  that  Sort  of  Dominion  ;  and 
confequently  it  will  reduce  us  to  the  worft  Sort  of  Oli- 
garchy. 

Our  prefent  Conftitution  confifts  of  the  King,  the 
Peers  who  act  in  their  own  Right,  and  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  People.  In  the  Union  and  Agreement  of 
thefe  Conftituent  Parts  eonfifts  our  Government:  Jf  they 
differ  irreconcileably,  there  is  an  actual  Diffolution  of  it 
without  any  Remedy  but  the  laft.  And  fince  it  is  im- 
polfible,  in  the  Nature  of  human  Things,  but  Mens  O- 
pinions  and  Interests  will  often  vary  and  clam  ;  therefore 
the  Inftitutors  of  this  Species  of  Monarchy  have  contri- 
ved fo  proper  a  Ballance  of  Power  between  the  feveral 
Parts  of  it,  that  each  State  can  give  fome  Check  to  both 
the  other  ;  and  two  concurring,  have  always  their  Power 
to  bring  the  third  to  Reafon  without  recurring  to  Force, 
which  diffolves  the  Government. 

If  the  King  had  the  Prerogative  of  raifing  Money,  and 
could  protect  the  LiMruments  of  unlawful  Power,  it's  evi- 
dent the  Monarchy  would  be  abfolute  ;  but  the  Privilege 
remaining  in  the  People,  the  Crown  muft  often  recur  to 
their  Afiiftance,  and  then  they  always  have  it  in  their 
power  to  do  themfeives  right :  Which  keeps  the  Miniftry 
in  perpetual  Dependance  and  Ajpprehenfion. 

On  the  other  fide,  if  the  Houle  of  Commons  was  fixed 
and  indifTolvable^the  Government  would  foon  devolve,  in- 
to aa  ill-contrived  Democracy,  and  the  Crown  v/ould 
have  no  Remedy  but  Acquiefcence  or  Force.  Such  a 
Body  of  Men  would  ibon  find  and  feel  their  own  Strength* 
and  always  think  it  laudable  to  encreafe  it  :  And  there 
are  fo  many  Emergencies  happen  in  all  States,  th^t-  there 
can  never  be  wanting  favourable  Opportunities  to  do  it ; 
when  the  Ambition  of  fome,  the  Refentment  of  others* 
and  the  Appearance  of  Publick  Good,  fpur  them  on  ;  till 
at  laft  by  infenfible  and  unobferved  Degrees,  even  to 
themfelves*  they  would  engrofs  and  poffefs  the  whole 
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Power  of  the  State.  There  has  been  but  one  Mance. 
fince  the  Inftitution  of  this  Monarchy,  when  the  Com- 
mons have  been  trufted  with  fuch  a  Power  ;  and  if  a  no- 
ble Hiftorian  is  to^  be  believed,  that  Houfe  conMed  of 
Men  as  incorrupt/of  as  much  Wifdom  and  publick  Virtue* 
as  ever  fat  within  thofe  Walls  :  Yet  the  Lull  of  Dominion 
foon  got  the  better  of  ail  their  Virtues,  and  they  firft  garb- 
led their  own  Houfe,  by  expelling  their  refractory  Mem- 
bers ;  then  depofed  the  King,  and  at  laft  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  ;  and  aifuined  a  greater  Tyranny  to  themfelves, 
than  they  oppofed  in  the  Crown. 

The  efre&ual  Remedy  our  ConfUtution  has  provided  a- 
gainft  this  Evil,  is  a  DHiblution,  which  breaks  all  Cabals 
and  Confpiracies,  and  gives  the  People  (who  can  never 
hove  any  Intereft  in  publick  Dillurbances)  and  Opportu- 
nity to  chufe  others  in  their  room,  more  calm,  of  iefs  vio*» 
lent  Difpofitions,  and  not  engaged  in  fuch  Attempts  j 
which  Power  always  hanging  over  their  Heads,  mull  be  a 
conftant  Reftraint  upon  their  Aclions. 

But  the  Circumftances  of  Publick  Affairs  often  not  ad- 
mitting of  this  Remedy  without  the  extremeft  Neceflity* 
the  Lords  are  always  at  hand  to  fcreen  the  Crown,  whofe 
Honours  and  Dignities  flow  from  it,  and  are  protected  by 
it  ;  and  whilft  kept  in  a  proper  Dependance,  muft  ever, 
fupport  that  Power  which  fupports  themfelves  :  Yet  neves 
can  have  an  Intereft  to  make  it  arbitrary,,  which  would 
render  themfelves  ufelefs  to  it,  and  level  them  again  with 
the  People. 

There  is  not  a  more  certain  Maxim  in  Politicks,  thaa 
that  a  Monarchy  muft  fubM  by  an  Arm)  of  Nobility  ^ 
the  firft  makes  it  defpotick,.  and  the  latter  a  free  Govern- 
ment. I  prefume  none  of  thofe  noble  Perfonages  thenv 
felves,  who  have  the  Honour  to  make  up  that  Illuftrous 
Eody,  do  believe  they  are  fo  diftingu;lhed  and  advanced 
above  their  Feilow- Subjects  for  their  own  fakes  :  They 
know  well  they  are  intended  the  Guardians  as  well  as  Or- 
naments of  the  Monarchy,  and  effemial  Prerogative  of 
which  it  muft  be  to  add  to,  and  augment  their  Numbers 
in  fuch  proportion,  as  to  render  them  a  proper  Ballance  a~ 
gainft  the  Democratical  pare  of  our  Conftitution,  without 
being  formidable  to  the  Monarchy  itfelf,  the  Support  of 
which  is  theiUafon  of  their  Inftitution* 

Without 
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Without  this  Power  in  the  Crown  they  muft  be  dan- 
gerous to  it,  and  be  able  to  impofe  what  Conditions  of 
Government  they  pleafe.  Jt  is  the  only  Refourfe  the 
King  and  People  have  againft  any  Exorbitances  and  Com- 
binations of  their  Body  .  Whiift  fuch  a  Prerogative  re- 
mains in  the  Crown,  there  can  feldom  or  never  be  an  oc- 
cafion  to  make  ufe  of"  it.  Their  Lordfhips  are  too  much 
concerned  in  the  Prcfervation  of  their  own  Dignities,  to 
provoke  the  Crown  to  a  Remedy  that  is  always  at  hand  ; 
and  the  Crown  cannot  debate  the  Nobility,  and  make  it 
cheap,  without  ieifening  its  own  Splendour  and  Power. 
And  this  feems  to  be  the  only  Limitation  the  Nature  of 
the  thing  will  admit  of,  without  dilfolving  this  Species  of 
Government. 

If  this  prerogative  is  taken  away,  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
will  be  a  fixed  independent  Body,  not  to  be  called  to  an 
account  like  a  Miniftry,  nor  tq  be  dhToIved  or  changed 
like  a  Houfe  of  Commons  :  The  fame  Men  will  meet  a- 
gain  with  the  fame  Refoiutions,  and  probably  heightened 
by  Difappointment,  and  nothing  can  iland  before  them. 
Jf  their  Lordfhips  mould  take  it  into  the  r  Thoughts  to 
difiike  the  Minkiry,  and  commit  them  ihem  to  Prnon,  I 
would  willingly  Know  who  would  fetch  them  out.  Or, 
if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  mould  be  fo  unwary  as  to  give 
them  Offence,  and  their  Lordfhips  think  fit  to  declare 
they  could  act  no  longer  in  concert  with  a  Body  of  Men 
who  had  ufed  them  ill,  it's  evident  the  Crown  muft  exert 
its  Authority  to  chuie  another  more  to  their  Lordfhips 
Fancy,  and  afterwards  ufe  its  utmod  Efforts  to  keep  them 
in  a  becoming  Complaifance  to  their  Betters.  If  they 
fhould  refoive  ;o  have  ail  the  great  Empl  yments  of  Eng- 
land in  themfelves  and  Families ;  or  fhould  take  a  Con- 
ceit to  be  like  the  Nobles  of  Tome  other  Countries,  to  pay 
no  Taxes  themfelve and  vet  receive  the  greateft  part  of 
what  is  paid  by  others  in  Salaries  and  Pennons ;  I  would 
afk  the  .advocates  for  mch  a  Law, what  refourfe  the  Crown 
and  People  have  ?  and  1  (hrcwdly  fufpecl  they  will  pro- 
pofe  no  other  than  what  the  Commons  cf  Denmark  made 
ufe  of  upon  the  very  fame  Occaiion. 

The  Lords  have  already  all  the  Property  of  Great-Bri- 
tain under  their  jAirjldietion  ;  and  I  think  no  one  will  fay 
that  there  is  any  Difference  in  Nature  between  the  Jaft 
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Appeal  without  being  accountabie,  and  a  Power  of  Lcgif- 
lation,  but  what  coniifts  in  the  Moderation  of  the  Judges : 
And  if  this  exceeding  great  Power  mult  irrevocably  be 
veiled  in  the  very  fame  Perfons,  I  fee  nothing  the  Com- 
mons have  left  to  defire,  but  to  entitle  themfeives  to  their 
Favour  and  Protection,  by  wearing  their  Badges  as  for- 
merly. 

But  as  their  Lordfhips  are  too  wife  and  virtuous  to  at- 
tempt any  fuch  Actions  of  Knight  Errantry  as  are  above- 
mentioned,  fo  they  will  be  under  no  neceffity  to  do  it 
for  there  is  an  eafier  and  gentler  way  of  attaining  the  fame 
Ends.  There  are  fo  many  Emergencies,  Difficulties,  and 
Factions  arife  in  all  States,  the  Crown  will  be  often  fo  ne- 
eeffitous,  and  the  Commons  divided,  that  a  fixed  and  pow- 
erful Body,  always  determined  to  .  their  own  advantage, 
by  a  dexterous  Management  of  fuch  Events,  nmft  foon 
pofTefs  themfeives  of  all  they  defire  ;  and  'twill  be  in  vain 
to  oppofe  with  one  View  what  will  be  often  given  them 
with  another. 

I  will  not  prefome  to  judge  whether  their  Lordfhips 
Judicature  was  always  what  it  now  is  ;  but  every 
Day's  Experience  fnews  in  lefTer  Imlances  what  a  Body  of 
Men,  united  in  the  fame  Intercity  are  capable  of  doing, 
We  have  oftnerthan  once  feen  a  Number  of  Merchants 
incorporated  prove  a  Match  for  the  whole  Kingdom,  and- 
I  fear  mail  too  often  fere  it  again.  Hiftory  tells  us  how  the 
Priefihood  by  being  an  united  and  regular  Body,  always 
lying  upon  the  Catch,  and  acting  with  the  fame  Views, 
from  living  upon  the  Charity  and  Benevolence  of  their 
Hearers,  in  a  few  Ages  became  the  Lords  and  Mailers 
of  Mankind,  and  in  defiance  of  that  Religion  they  pro- 
feffed  to  teach. 

It  is  true,  this  Prerogative  of  the  C  own  is  liable  to  be 
abufed,  and  has  been  fo  in  a  late  glaring  Initance  ;  but  if 
that  is  a  fufneient  Reafon  to  take  it  away,  1  doubt  there 
will  be  few  remain.  The  King  neither  has  or  can  h  ve 
any  Prerogative  but  what  the  People  are  intereik-d  in  :  It 
is  a  Truft  for  the  Pnblick  Good,  which  in  the  Nature  of 
it  is  . capable  of  being  betrayed;  but  the  proper  Remedy  is 
to  punim  the  Authors  and  Advifers  of  tne  Abufe,  and  not 
deltroy  the  whole  Constitution  for  an  Enormity  of  one 
Part  of  k. 

It 
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It  is  a  proper  Objeft  of  the  Legiflative  Power  toconfi- 
der  whether  any  Men  ought  to  enjoy  the  higheft  Privi- 
leges and  Honours  in  a  Commonwealth,  as  a  Reward  for 
their  endeavouring  to  deftroy  it  ;  but  with  all  the  Clamour 
this  Grievance  has  juftly  produced,  has  there  been  any 
thing  like  this  attempted  ?  No,  on  the  contrary,  the 
grand  Criminal  fits  triumphant,  glories  in  his  Wickedneis,, 
and  carries  off  the  Price  of  it  ;  and  his  Rivil  in  Guilt  and 
Power,  even  now  prefumes  to  expect  an  Aft  of  the  Legif- 
lature  to  indemnify  him,  and  fanftify  his  Villainy,  md  I 
doubt  not  but  both  expeft  once  more  to  give  Laws  to  the 
Kingdom. 

It  is  urged  that  it  is  fafer  to  truft  this  Power  with  the 
Lords  than  an  unlimited  one  with  the  Crown,  to  make 
what  Creations  it  pleafes,  though  to  ferve  the  vileft  Pur- 
poles.  But  the  Nature  of  Power  is  very  little  underftood 
by  thofe  who  own  this  Opinion,  which  can  never  be  truly 
dreadful,  but  when  it  is  unaccountable  and  irretrievable. 
The  Crown  mull  often  apply  to  the  People  for  their 
AfMance,  and  the  People  as  often  have  the  Oppertunity 
to  reprefent  their  Grievances,  and  punim  the  Authors  of 
them,  which  muft  neceffarily  keep  the  Miniftry  within 
fome  Bounds;  but  there  can  be  no  Limitation  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  if  fuch  an  Aft  paffes,  but  what  flows  from  their 
Lordlhips  Juftice,  Moderation  and  Satiety  of  Power. 

Even  that  daring  Miniiter  durft  not  have  ventured  up* 
on  fuch  an  Aft  of  it,  if  he  had  not  had  a  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  fupport  him,  and  hoped  to  cover  all  his 
Crimes  in  a  Revolution.  I  am  perfuaded  he  never  once 
dreamed  under  a  juft  Government  to  find  the  Impunity 
and  Indulgence  he  bas  fmce  been  favoured  with,  and  even 
from  the  very  Perfons  who  make  thofe  Crimes  the  Pre- 
tence for  fuch  an  Attempt :  But  if  nothing  elfe  was  intend- 
ed by  it,  unlefs  to  prevent  the  like  Grievance,  there  is  an 
eafy  and  ready  way  to  do  it,  by  providing  that  no  Peer 
fhall  give  his  Vote  within  a  limited  time  after  his  Crea- 
tion, without  the  Confent  of  the  Houfe.  To  obtain  this, 
there  would  be  no  need  of  Court-Intrigues,  Solicitations, 
or  keeping  the  Secret  till  the  latter  End  of  the  Seffions, 
when  the  Country  Members  are  at  their  Seats,  and  the 
Lawyers  in  their  Circuits* 

Having 
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Having,  as  I  conceive,  amply  fhewn  that  a  Law  of  this 
kind  would  totally  overturn  our  Conftitution,  and  change 
it  into  an  Oligarchy  ;  I  mould  think  it  frivolous  to  defcend 
to  lower  Conliderations,  <lid  not  we  too  often  fee  Men  af- 
fected with  Arguments  which  regard  themfelves  and  Fa- 
milies,  whilft  they  are  infenfible  of  what  they  fufFer  in 
common  with  the  whole  Nation  :  And  therefore  I  mall 
ofFet  fome  of  the  leffer  Objections  to  it. 

It  is  a  moft  violent  and  outragious  Breach  of  the  Union 
and  difpoffefTes  one  of  the  States  of  Scotland  of  the  moft 
valuable  Part  of  their  Peerage,  and  of  that  Right  which 
they  exprefly  ftipulated  to  be  referved  to  them  when  they 
confented  to  part  with  the  reft,  by  which  means  they  will 
be  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  the  meaneft  Subject  in  the 
Kingdon  ;  they  will  neither  be  capable  of  fitting  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  or  Commons,  or  giving  their  Votes  for 
either  ;  and  in  confeqnence  will  be  the  only  Subjects  in 
Great  Britain,  not  reprefented,  or  capable  of  being  repre- 
sented in  Parliament  •  And  this  Difability  and  fevere  Pu- 
nimment  is  inflicted  upon  them  without  any  Crime  done* 
or  pretended  to  be  done  by  them,  and  even  without  any 
Pretence  of  publick  Neceflity,  but  on  the  contrary  there 
is  a  vifible  Danger  in  doing  it ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  in 
proper  time  it  will  be  made  a  pregnant  Argument  for 
keeping  up  Handing  Troops  to  oblige  their  Submiffiort 
to  it. 

It  is  giving  a  Power,  without  Reproach  or  Clamour,  to 
add  fuch  a  number  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  as  muft,  without 
uncommon  Virtue  in  their  Lordftiips,  lay  all  things  wafte, 
and  at  the  mercy  of  the  Miniftry,  without  the  pofiibility 
of  their  being  called  to  an  account  ;  for  if  the  making 
but  twelve  Peers  at  once,  to  ferve  a  Court-Purpofe,  was 
fuch  a  Blow  upon  our  Liberties,  what  are  we  not  to  fear 
from  the  creating  one  and  thirty  ;  and  to  do  it  by  the 
Continuance,  if  not  Direction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
which  takes  off  all  that  Odinm,  and  Load  of  Scandal, 
which  the  former  Abufe  juftly  occafioned  r 

If  it  may  be  lawful  to  fuppofe  fo  unlikely  a  thing,  as 
that  the  Miniftry  are  capable  of  acting  againft  the  Publick 
Good  ;  or  if,  for  our  Sins,  the  Nation  was  punifhed  with 
the  lofs  of  the  prefent  Set,  and  Tories  could  work  them- 
felves into  their  Places,  and  farm  a  Scheme  for  their  own 
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Security  whieh  may  entail  a  Civil  War  upon  the  Nation 
what  may  not  be  apprehended  from  fuch  a  Power  trufted 
with  them  ? 

It  takes  away  from  the  King  the  brighteft  Jewel  of  his 
Crown,  which  is  the  Diilribution  of  Honours,  and  in 
effect  of  Office  too,  which  muft  then  be  at  the  mercy  of 
that  Houfe.  It  deprives  the  Commons  of  England  of  the 
Means  of  attaining  thofe  Honours  which  ough  to  be  the 
Rewards  of  virtuous  Actions,  and  the  Motives  of  doing 
them.  I  prefume  no  one  will  fuggeit  that  all  the  Merit 
is  exhaufted  by  their  prefent  Lordmips  ;  and  therefore 
what  imaginary  Reafon  can  be  given,  why  any  number  of 
Men,  who  enjoy  themselves  the  Higheir.  Dignities  and 
Privileges  in  a  Commonwealth,  mould  fctit  the  Door  up- 
on all  others  who  may  have  equal  Binh,  Defer:,  and 
Fortune  ? 

As  it  makes  the  King  and  Miniilry  entirely  at  the  mer- 
cy of  the  Lords,  fo  it  makes  the  Commons  more  depen- 
dent on  the  Crown  ;  for  when  the  Advantages  of  the  No-* 
bility  are  fo  great,  and  the  means  of  attaining,  them  (&  dif- 
ficult, what  Applications  and  Soflfctationa  m®it  be  made 
to  the  Miaiftry  upon  the  leaft  Appearance  of  a  Vacancy  I 
which  mad  keep  the  moA  corJderafcle  Members  of  the 
Lower  Hoafe  in  a  perpetual  Vepmdmce,  and  give  the 
'Ministry  much  more  Trouble  thai*  they  affe&  to  avoid. 

But  amidft  all  the  numerous  Objections  to  this  worthy 
Scheme,  I  am  free  to  own  there  is  one  thing  in  it  which 
defer ves  Commendation  ;  for  it  has  producud  a  never- 
before-known  Unanimity  amongft  our  Great  Men  :  It 
has  yoked  the  Lion  with  the  Lamb,  the  Whigs  with  the 
Tories,  Men  in  Power  with  thofe  they  have  turned  out  of 
it  :  Mmifters  of  State  are  become  Patriots,  complain  of 
their  own  Power,  and  join  with  their  profeffed  Enemies 
in  leffening  that  Prerogative  they  have  fo  often  occafion 
for. 

I  confefs,  fuch  Phenomena's  and  uncommon  Appearan- 
ces, like  Comets  or  Eclipfes,  are  apt  to  fright  ignorant 
People,  and  make  them  expect  fome  great  Event  at 
hand  :  But  as  thofe  who  are  more  familiar  with  the 
Stars,  know  the  latter  are  only  the  common  and  regular 
Productions  of  Nature  ;  fo  fuch  who  have  more  narrow- 
ly obferved  the  Virtues  of  our  great  Men,  efpecially  du- 
ring 
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ring  this  lafl:  Seffion  of  Parliament,  are  well  afifur'd  they 
intend  nothing  but  to  ferve  their  Country.  However,  I 
think  they  will  both  judge  right,  upon  fuch  great  Occa- 
lions,  to  fcatter  their  lefier  Conjurers  abroad,  and  dif- 
perfe  the  malign  Influence  {uch  Conftellations  and  unufu- 
ai  Conjunctions  may  have  upon  weak  Minds. 


Some  Reflections  upon  a  Pamphlet,  called^ 
The  Old  Whig.     By  J.  Trenchard* 

m 

Anno  1719* 

QINCE  the  publishing  of  The  Thoughts,  the  Town 
O  has  been  informed  by  two  Pamphlets  on  the  other 
bide  5  one  intitled,  Conf  deration  i9  &c,  and  the  other, 
The  Old  Whig,  The  hit  Gentleman  kem$  to  he  linftbi* 
of  his  Defeat  in  point  of  Length,  and  io  promife*  ano- 
ther; which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  Country  Girl  wjjo 
cfFer'd  her  Service  to  a  Belle  Lady.  Thh  Lady  btjng 
over-nice,  obferved  to  the  Wench,  that  (he  made  her 
Courtefies  bat  very  aukvvaidly  :  To  which  the  other  re- 
plied, Indeed,  Madam,  I '  rtiake  them  <vcry  ill,  but  you  Jh all 
have  the  more  of  them,  the  more  of  ihemy  the  more  of 
them :  And  fo  me  duck'd  for  half  an  Hour  toge- 
ther. 

However,  to  do  Juflice  to  this  Author,  I  acknowledge 
he  has  unanfwerabiy  fhewn  the  great  Inconveniences 
which  will  happen  to  the  Crown  and  People,  if  the 
Lords  are  multiplied  too  fail :  and  I  was  in  great  hopes 
he  had  convinced  thofc  who  fet  him  to  work,  of  the 
Unreafonablenefs  of  Creating  One  and  Thirty  ;  or,  if 
he  will  have  it  fo,  but  Fifteen  at  once  ;  when  he  gives 
us  fuch  fhrewd  Hints  that  we  have  too  many  already. 
But  upon  Perufal  of  his  Performance  the  iecond  time,  I 
find  that  is  not  the  Thing  aimed  at.    We  have  a  very 
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good  Miniftry  at  prefent,  which  God  blefs ;  and  the  Au- 
thor feems  to  be  of  my  Opinion,  that  we  mall  never 
have  fuch  another:  And  therefore  it  is  wife  to  fecure 
them  during  their  own  Vime,  and  let  thofe  who  come 
next  look  to  themfeives. 

I  find  this  Gentleman  is  of  the  Opinion  of  the  Law- 
Books,  That  the  Crown  is  always  in  its  Infancy  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  proper  to  ta«e  away  from  it  all  Knives, 
ScifTars,  £sfc.  by  which  it  might  cut  its  Fing,  rs.  He' 
thinks  it  is  no  fafer  to  trull  it  w  th  any  Prerogative  for 
its  own  Good,  than  for  that  of  the  People  :  Whereas  I 
was  weak  enough  (o  believe,  the  Weapons  for  its  own 
Prefer vation  could  not  be  placed  in  better  Hands  than 
its  own. 

It's  evidently  the  Intereft  of  the  Crown  to  make 
Lords  enough  to  keep  the  Ballance  of  the  Government 
even  ;  and  yet  not  fo  many,  a  to  make  them  terrible  to 
itfelf.  It's  as  plain,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Projectors 
themfeives,  that  the  Crown  has  never  yet  committed  an 
Excefs  in  the  latter ;  fmce  there  were  never  fo  many 
Lords  as  there  are  now,  and  yet  by  their  intending  to 
make  more,  they  confeis  they  have  not  enough  already. 
But  why  they  Ihould  Prophecy  that  for  the  future  the 
Crown  and  all  other  fub  equent  Miniflers  fhall  confpire 
againft  themfeives  as  well  as  their  Country,  if  fuch  a 
Law  does  not  pafs,  I  can  t  imagine.  As  for  my  part,  I 
fhould  think  a  Man  ftark  mad,  if  he  called  out  in  the 
Streets  Help!  Help  !  that  the  Neighbours  might  come  in, 
and  hinder  him  from  killing  himfelf. 

Thefe  Confiderations,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  have 
fome  weight  with  our  Author,  if  he  did  not  think  we 
were  bleffed  with  fo  forefeeing  and  virtuous  a  Miniftry, 
as  could  minutely  hit  the  juft  Proportion  and  Ballance  of 
Power  which  will  exactly  fuit  the  feveral  Parts  of  our 
Confritution  at  prefent,  and  in  all  Generations  to  come, 
and  that  they  will  make  no  ill  Ufe  of  any  Power  they 
are  trufted  with ;  to  which  I  confefs  myfelf  unable  to 
give  anyAnfwer. 

I  agree  alfo  with  our  Author  in  feveral  other  ufeful 
Difcoveries  difperfed  throughout  his  Pamphlet  :  As,  that 
Men  of  great  Eltates  had  rather  be  Lords  than  Common- 
ers* 
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crs,  and  that  the  more  of  them  which  are  taken  out 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  fewer  will  remain  be- 
hind ;  that  Commoners  for  the  moft  part  have  more  Wit 

than  ;  That  Lords  have  not  always  been 

made  for  Merit ;  that  the  more  of  them  are,  the  more 
Privileges  there  will  be  ;  (I  don't  fay,  with  the  Author, 
the  more  Mifchief :)  That  any  Prerogative  in  the  Crown 
againft  the  Publick  Intereft  will  do  more  Harm  than 
Good  ;  that  Minifters  will  do  their  own  Bufinefs,  what- 
ever becomes  of  the  King  or  People  ;  that  the  Negative 
Power  is  ufeful  to  the  Crown  ;  that  an  ill  King,  if  he 
has  no  more  Wit,  may  throw  his  Troop  of  Horfe  into 
the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  (£  pray  God  keep  them  out  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons!)  With  feveral  other  feafonable  and 
important  Maxims  in  Politicks,  very  necenary  to  be  well 
underftood  in  this  Controverfy. 

And  fo  having  done  him  all  the  Juftice  due  from  a  fair 
Adverfary,  in  owning  every  thing  which  is  material  in 
his  Pamphlet  ;  I  lhall  juft  hint  at  one  or  two  things  that 
I  think  are  not  fo,  and  in  which  I  cannot  agree  with 
him. 

He  fays,  though  I  admit  with  him  that  our  prefent 
Government  confifts  of  three  States,  yet  by  the  Reafon- 
ing  of  my  Pamphlet  I  make  ihem  but  two ;  and  this 
feems  to  be  his  own  Opinion  :  And  the  Reafon  is,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  Emphatical  Way  of  Exprefhon,  that 
the  King  may  add  a  Troop  of  Horfe  to  the  Lords,  and 
then  in  all  likelihood  he  may  get  a  Majority.  But  not- 
withstanding this  pregnant  Objection,  I  can't  help  think- 
ing the  Lords  are  one  State  with  a  Witnefs.  They  have 
an  equal  Power  in  making  all  Laws,  and  the  Execution 
of  them  all  in  the  laft  Inftance,  when  they  are  made, 
without  being  accountable.  They  have  the  fole  Poffef- 
fion  of  all  Honours;  their  Perfons  are  like  Holy  Ground, 
Sacred,  and  not  to  be  profan'd  or  touched  with  Lay-hands; 
and  whatever  they  think  fit  to  do,  we  muft  fay  nothing 
of  it  at  the  peril  of  Scan  Mag\  If  they  mould  commit 
High  Treafon  or  Felony,  they  can't  be  punifhed  unlefs 
they  have  a  Mind  to  it :  And  as  for  any  Judgment  that 
can  be  given  againft  them  in  other  Courts  for  Crimes 
which  are  not  Capital,  they  can  appeal  to  themfelves, 

and 
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and  fo  cannot  fail  of  equal  Juftice.  There  was  once 
upon  a  Time  a  General  Council  of  Ecclefi  articles,  (who 
fure  muii  be  more  Holy  than  any  Laymen)  who  made  a 
Canon  that  the  Evidence  of  a  Layman  mould  not  be 
valid  againil  a  Clergyman. 

There  is  another  thing  in  which  this  Author  has  ex- 
prefs'd  himfelf  fo  cautioufly,  that  I  cannot  tell  whether 
we  are  agreed  or  not.  He  fays,  M  the  three  States 
c<  mould  be  entirely  feparate  and.diftinct:  from  eachother> 
"  fo  that  no  one  of  them  may  lie  too  much  under  the 
"  influence  and  Controul  of  either  of  the  Collateral 
*(  Branches."  If  he  means  by  tkefe  fignificam  Words 
too  much,  not  at  all,  I  beg  leave  to  differ  from  him ;  and 
appeal  to  the  Reader,  whether  he  has  not  formed  a 
State  of  War  inltead  of  a  Civil  State.  But  if  he  means 
they  ought  to  have'  fuch  an  Influence  and  Controul  upon 
one  another,  as  to  prevent  coming  to  Extremes,  I  don't 
fee  but  we  are  well  agreed  and  I  beg  of  him  to  read  over 
my  Pamphlet  once  more. 

However,  there  u  one  Point  in  which  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  differ  altogether  from  him,  and  which  indeed  is  the 
only  thing  he  iias  offered  againftmy  Pamphlet ;  <vi%.  If 
you  truft  a  wife  Body  of  Men  with  fuch  Power,  they  will 
never  play  Paw-pay  Tricks  with  it.  But  fince  we  Au- 
thors for  the  mod  part  have  more  Wit  than  Money,  which 
may  happen  to  be  the  Cafe  of  my  prefent  Brother  ;  I 
doubt  he  will  nocbe  able  to  give  good  City-Security  for 
it.  And  therefore  I  recommend  to  his  Confideration, 
that  in  :he  Paper  he  has  promifed  he  will  propoie  a  Re- 
medy, how  we  fhall  help  ourfelves  if  it  happens  other- 
wife. 

So  I  conclude,  with  due  DefTerence  to  his  Performance; 
which  I  confefs  has  faid  not  only  all  the  Subject  will  admit 
of,  but  a  great  deal  more. 


(  »■!  ) 

^  Mode  ft  Apology  for  Parfon  Alberoni, 
Governor  to  King  Philip,  a  Minor ^  and 
univerfal  Curate  of  the  whole  Spanifh 
•  Monarchy  j  the  whole  being  a  fkort,  but 
anon 'fiver able  Defence  of  Priefkraft, 
id  a  New  Confutation  of  the  Bijkop 
of  Bangor.    By  T.  Gordon,  Efq; 

Anno  1739. 

PREFACE. 

AS  the  Chara&ers  and  Dcfaiptions  in  this  little  Trea- 
tife  are  intended  for  a  Piclure  of  one  Set  of  Men 
only,  no  bo  have  dtftinguijhed  tfoemfekvts  as  much  hy  their 
uncommon  P  radices  and  Pofitions,  as  1  have  done  by  this 
uncommon  Apology^  1  may  reofenably  hope  that  none  will 
rail  at  it,  who  are  riot  hit  by  it,  therefore  if  any  Gentle- 
men pleafc  to  take  it  ill  that  I  have  publijbed  their  Portrai- 
tures, /  am  ready  to  thank  them  :  2  heir  Anger  voitl  be  my 
Defence  ;  and  it  will  he  fujficient,  for  the  Jujlification  of 
my  Copy,  that  there  are  really  fuch  Originals.  They  have 
long  fat  for  their  Picture,  and  the  Features  are,  fo  jirong 
and  obvious,  that  it  was  fcarce  poffible  to  mifs  them.  If 
they  appear  frightful,  novj  they  are  drawn,  the  Fault  is 
not  in  me. 

How  amiable  is  the  Characlcr  of  a  Clergyman,  when  it 
is  not  famed by  the  Wearer  !  And  every  good  Man  will 
honour  that  Minijler  who  doe:  not  dijhonour  himfelf  That 
there  are fiul  many  fuch,  is  my  Pleefurc,  that  there  are  not 
more,  is  my  Concern. 

1  added  an  Exp  I  an  at '■  n  of  this  Kind  by  way  of  PoJI- 
fcript  to  the  fecend  Edition,  and  have  prefxed  it  as  a  Pre- 
face to  the  others,  'h  may  be  neceffary  to  the  Wilful  and 
the  Weak. 

The  Gnejfes  which  have  been  made  about  t ';  Author, 
give  me  Occafon  to  declare  to  the  ffiortdf  that  my  Name 
never  yet  was  in  Print* 
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IT  is  furprizing  what  fublime  Confequences  are  pro* 
duced  by  the  humbleft  Inftruments.  One  would 
think  that  Brafs  is  a  Metal  void  of  Comlinefs  and  Merit, 
either  in  Colour  or  Smell ;  and  yet  a  fuitable  Portion  of  it, 
placed  conveniently  upon  the  Forehead,  does  frequently 
entitle  the  Bearer  to  the  higheft  Stations  in  Church  and 
State.  It  often  makes  a  bold  Figure  at  the  Head  of  a  Re- 
giment, and  often  commands  Attention  at  the  Council- 
Table.  In  Weftminfter-Hallix.  is  loud,  and  therefore  fuc- 
cejsfui ;  and,  in  Parliament  popular  and  perfuafive,  for 
the  fame  Reafon.  And  then  again,  if  you  take  it  in  ano- 
ther Capacity,  it  ftill  carries  all  before  it.  Thomas  a  Becket 
was  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  as  have  been  lince  feveral 
other  good  Doctors  of  equal  Meeknefs  and  Merit,  whom 
my  fear  of  giving  Offence  keeps  me  from  mentioning ; 
and  at  this  very  Time,  a  certain  Apoftolical  Gentleman, 
who  fhall  alio  be  namelefs,  is  Cardinal  of  a  great  Church 
betwixt  Newgate  and  Tyburn. 

0  Catholick  Brafs,  manifold  are  thy  Virtues !  I  admire 
thy  Intereft,  though  I  never  felt  thy  Friendfhip ;  an  ob- 
ftinate  Fellow,  one  Modefiy  by  Name,  never  fuffering  me 
to  take  Acquaintance  with  thee.  Thou  fortunate  Favou- 
rite of  the  Court  and  the  CalTocks,  many  a  fair  Lady 
haft  thou  won,  and  many  a  fair  Poll  enjoyed !  Powerful 
alfo  is  thy  Force  in  Argument:  How  invincibly  haft  thou 
fupported  the  Divine  Right  of  Kings  and  Clergy,  their 
unbroken  Succeftion,  and  unlimited  Power,  to  the  utter 
Confulion  of  common  Senfe,  and  the  Bijhop  of  Bangor. 

But  ro  proceed  with  the  mighty  Events  that  arife  from 
contemptible  Caufes ;  every  Body  has  heard  that  the  famous 
Sir  John  Whittington,  at  his  firft  fetting  out  into  the  World, 
had  no  greater  Cargo  than  a  homely  Tabby  Cat,  and  fhe 
too,  like  other  mortal  Merchandize,  fubject  to  Tare  and 
Tret.  But  fhe  proved  a  mighty  Hunter,  and,  by  her 
Teeth  and  Reputation,  promoted  her  Fellow  Traveller  to 
the  chief  Poft  in  the  chief  City.  And  thus  to  draw  a 
Moral  from  the  Story,  The  Defiruclion  of  Rats  became  the 
Generation  of  a  Knight  and  a  Lord  Mayor. 

1  have  heard,  in  foreign  Countries,  of  a  fleftiy  headed 
Chamber -Maid,  who  from  pinning  her  Mifirefs*s  Rump, 
got  aftride  three  Nations,  and  rode  them  almoft  out  of 

Breath, 
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Breath ;  for  fhe  was  Corpulent,  and,  for  the  molt  part, 
had  a  Spur  in  her  Head. 

Even  the  great  Virgil  became  a  Courtier  by  being  a 
Farrier  ;  and  a  iapfterhas  been  theElements  of  an  Ambaf 
fador. 

Arts  and  Sciences  themfelves  have  had  their  Birth  from 
trivial  Chance.  Mufick,  as  fweetaGirl  as  Ihe  is,  had  a 
dirty  Anvil  for  her  Mother,  and  a  bale  born  Hammer  for 
her  Father,  and  was  midvvifed  into  the  World  by  a  footy 
Blackfmith.  And  Allrology  derives  its  Genealogy  from 
Cow  keeping,  the  Cbalda-an  Herdfmen  having,  while 
they  looked  after  their  Flocks,  grown  familiar  with  the 
Stars.  Thus  Venus  had  her  Water  firfl  watched  by  Ruf- 
ticks,  who,  one  would  think,  could  have  neither  fujjicicnt 

Breeding,  nor  Capacity  for  Pimping  but  the  mojl  e- 

It- ant  Arts  were  rude  in  their  Beginnings. 

AFriar,  whillt  he  was  bo. ling  up  a  Balfam  for  a  broken 
Shin,  flumbled  upon  the  Generation  of  Gunpowder, 
which  was  therefore  conceived  in  the  Womb  of  a  Galli* 
por,  mads  pregnant  by  a  PriejL 

The  great  Pspe  Sixtus  the  Fifth  owed  his  triple  Crown 
to  the  keeping  of  Pigs,  and  from  a  mean  Swineherd 
mounted  till  he  came  to  be  Chief  of  another  Herd,  dill 
preferving  an  Analogy  between  his  firfi  and  lajl  Emploj- 
?nent. 

The  great  Tompion  had  never  made  Watches,  had  he 
not  firft  made  Hob- nails. 

All  this  Waflc  of  Learning,  which,  /*  other  Hands, 
might  fill  many  Books,  may  ferve  to  introduce  the  Man- 
ner and  Motive  by  which  I  came  to  be  an  Author.  Know 
then,  Curious  Reader,  that  a  Stationer  in  the  City  having, 
lalt  Week,  tmfted  me  with  an  Inkhorn  and  the  Appurte- 
nances, I  btgan  immediately  to  makeUfeof  it,  and  up- 
on a  Trial  ol  my  Genius,  I  found  I  could  make  as  good 
a  Figure  in  print  as  fome  other  famous  Writers,  whofe 
Ment  is  be  ft  known  to  themfelves . 

My  firrt  Attempt  was  upon  the  Witty  and  Voluminous 
Mr.  Mi  ft,  the  Journalift,  becaufe  I  would  begin  with 
fomething  fignal  at  my  firft  letting  out.  I  found  his  Pa- 
per, after  much  fearch,  in  a  blind  Ale  houfe,  near  Hock- 
ley in  the  Hole.  Having  met  my  Rival  for  Fame^  inftant- 
ly  I  drew  my  Pen,  and  by  feveral  bold  Strokes  upon  his 
Vol.  I.  F  Margin^ 
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Margin]  difcovered  plainly,  that  Senje  and  Madefy  were 
not  his  Seconds,  for  they  both  proved  mine.  But  for  all 
this  dreadful  Enmity  between  us,  I  will  candidly  own  that 
the  Jews,  for  vwhom  he  lately  drew  up  an  inimitable  Pe- 
tition, have  almoft  as  good  a  Title  as  himfelf  to  ens/ant 
of  Advancement  in  a  Chn [ftian  Commonwealth \  My  An- 
tagonift  would  certainly  fill  a  particular  tall  Poft,  which  is 
empty  oftener  than  it  Jhould  be,  with  becoming  Merit  and 
Jufiice.  But  fee,  how  thefe  Parfons  run  away  with  Pre- 
ferments from  the  Laity  !  This  veryPoftis,  I  am  told, 
conferred,  for  the  prefent,  upon  . a  genuine  Son  of  the 
■Church,  who  has  confcientioufly  deferred '  it. 

Behold,  kind  Reader,  A  true  and  full  Account  of  the 
Origination  of  this  admirable  Pamphlet.  If  Heaven 
fpare  me  my  Life  and  my  Xnkhorn,  it  is  likely  I  may 
fwe.ll  into  Volumes,  as  divers  and  iaadry  ufiful Writers 
.have  done  for  no  better  Reafon. 

Having  thus  fucceeded  beyond  Expectation  in  my  h*r& 
Effay,  I  am  emboldened  thereby  to  an  Undertaking  e- 
qual,  if  polfible,  to  my  laft,  and  from  the  Defence  of 
Mr.  Mift>  I  intend  to  pafs,  perhaps  naturally  enough,  to 
,an  Apology  for  the  Reverend  Parfon  Alberoniy  who  by 
the  high  Station  he  enjoys,  of  Viceroy  over  the  King  of 
Spain,  is  become  the  Mark  of  much  unreafonable  Envy. 
This  Talk  of  mine  will  lead  me  to  open  and  jufcify  the 
Grounds  and  commendable  Aims  of  the  fiourijhing  Trade 
of  Prieficraft,  for  which  I  promife  myfeli  the  pious 
Thanks  of  the  Convocation,  the  next  Time  it  fits. 

I  hope  J  (hall  need  no  Excufe  for  the  fharp  Things 
which  my  ;Zeal  for  the  Church  and  the  Cardinal  will 
tempt  me  to  utter. 

As  to  the  trifling  Charge  .againft  my  Client,  that  he  has 
commanded  his  Pupil \  to  break  through  Faith  and  Treaties, 
and  furprize  his  Neighbours,  though  it  be  very  true  there 
is  Nothing  at  all  in  it.  I  behold  with  Shame  the  Igno- 
rance of  Mankind  as  to  what  pafies  daily  among  us.  Do 
not  all  know  that  Oaths  and  Obligations,  when  they  are 
fo  faucy  as  to  fetter  the  Catholick  Pleafure  or  Profit  of  the 
Clergy,  are  ever  broken  through  by  the  whole  Body,  with 
great  Fortitude  and  Unanimity.  Nor  is  there  any  Malig- 
nity in  this  convenient  Piece  of  Wickednefs ;  for  the  moil 
damnable  Sin  ceafes  to  be  fo,  as  foon  as  the  Priefi  has  un- 

chrifiened 
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chriftend  it,  and  lucked  out  its  Venom  with  a  Salvo  : 
When  he  has  done  this,  as  a  goodly  Cafuift  finely  ob- 
serves, Licet  ante  peccaverint,  jam  non  peccant:  That  is, 
The  tnOji  grofs  Sinners  are  now  innocent,  being  undamnea 
by  the  Priejl. 

This  ought  t©  be  meant  of  the  Laity  ;  for  as  to  the 
Clergy,  who  are  the  avowed  Porters  of  Heaven,  and 
Comptrollers  of  its  Power  and  Keys,  and  Treafurers  of 
its  Wrath  and  Mercies,  I  can't  conceive  they  fhould  be 
at  anyTime  in  an  unfan&ified  State,  let  them  do  what  they 
will.  To  us  indeed,  who  being  Laymen,  and  only  the 
Beafls  of  the  People,  fee  no  further  than  the  Externals  of 
Things,  a  Parfon  may  appear  a  very  fad  Fellow,  and 
tainted  with  that  which,  in  one  of  another  Cloth,  might 
feem  great  Lcwdnefs.  But  alas  !  they  have  an  indelible 
Character  which  confecrates  all  their  Actions,  and  is  the 
fpiritual  Salt  that  keeps  the  Corruptions  of  the  Clergy 
from  finking. 

It  may  perhaps  not  be  unbecoming  my  prefent  De- 
sign, to  inquire  into  what  Nook  or  Quarter  of  the  Prieft 
this  indelible  Charafter,  conveyed  by  Ordination,  lurks  ; 
and  I  think  it  is  evident  it  cannot  lodge  in  the  Caffock 
or  Habit,  fince  the  fame  has  been  often  worn  by  Lay- 
Girls,  who  being  only  Companions  to  the  holy  Priejts  in 
their  Labours  and  Exercifes,  could  not  pretend  to  take 
Orders,  to  be  ever  inftituted  and  induced. 

Nor  can  this  effential  and  unalterable  Spot  refide  in  the 
Carcafs  of  the  PriefL  For  when  a  Levite  has  been  ma- 
licioufy  tojfed  off  a  Beam,  and  expir'd  for  want  of  foot- 
ing, or  died  a  natural  Death  of* Debauchery ,  or  in  any 
other  manner  worthy  of  him/elf  it  has  never  been 
known  that  the  laid  Carcafs  Jbrgave  Sins,  or  executed 
any  other  Branch  ©f  the  Ecclefiaftical  Office.  For  it  is 
remarkable,  that,  when  a  Parfon  is  dead,  he  lies  as 
quiet  and  peaceable  as  another  Body ,  which  is  a  Confu- 
tation of  a  Poin<*-generally  believ'd,  namely,  That  a 
Prieft  is  never  a  good  Neighbour. 

I  would  not  have  it  ailed ged  that  the  abovenamed 
Stain  of  Priefthood,  flicks  like  Bird-lime,  to  the  Soul  of 
the  Doctor,  when  the  fame  has  given  his  Body  the  Slip, 
or  that  he  keeps  his  Orders  when  he  has  loft  his  Organs. 
Profane  Wits  will  make  a  Jeft  of  a  Ghoji  in  Orders,  and, 
F  z  looking 
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looking  upwards,  be  furpriz'd  to  find  a  Prief  in  a  Place 
where  no  one  would  expect  him.  But  let  fuch  a  Scoffer 
be  anfwerable  for  his  own  Mirth,  I  am  fure  I  have  a 
*uery  good  Meaning. 

However,  though  this  indelible  Char  a  tier  muft  for  e- 
ver  remain  a  profound  Myftery  to  me,  who  am  hut  an  un- 
circumcis\i  Layman,  and  though  I  am  in  Duty  bound  to 
know  what  I  cannot  underfiand ;  I  have  (till  fomcthing 
further  to  fay  in  Defence  of  my  favourite  Cardinal,  his 
leaping  over  Oaths,  which,  as  I  have  already  prov'd, 
cannot  tie  down  a  Churchman. 

Archbifhop  Laud,  befides  his  taking  and  tendering 
Oaths  with  an  fsfr.  which  fome  weak  fanatical  Mini* 
jters  would  not  fwallow,  and  were  therefore,  like  filly 
Fellows,  unworthy  of  their  Cloth  and  Order,  undone  be- 
caufe  they  would  not  be  forfworn  ;  J  fay,  befides  this 
EfTay  of  his  Perjury  for  the  Good  of  himfelf  and  the 
Church,  He  and  the  King  obliged  the  Clergy  of  Scotland 
to  fwear  to  a  Canonical  Conformity  to  a  Liturgy,  a  Year 
before  it  was  made.  And  1  have  read  of  a  Monarch, 
a  Glorious  Churchman,  for  whom,  once  a  Year,  many 
goJiy  Revilings  and  Falfheods  are  utter'd,  and  many 
Handkerchiefs  wet,  who,  befides  many  other  Inftanccs 
of  his  Sincerity  and  Devotion,  fwore  to  the  Efpouials  of 
one  Lady,  while  he  was  engag'd  by  Heart  and  Hand  to 
another  vvhem  he  afterwards  married. 

What  T  would  from  hence  infer  in  favour  of  my  Cli- 
ent, is,  that  if  a  Popifh  Prince  and  a  Popim  Prieit  have 
as  gocd  a  Right  to  be  forfworn  as  an  Engiijb  Catholick 
Prince,  and  an  Englijh  Catholick  Frieji,  the  Cardinal  and 
his  Pupil  ftand  juitified. 

You  muft  own,  Reader,  a  Monopoly  of  Perjury  is  not 
publick  fpirited  —  I  do  not  indeed  envy  any  of  our  own 
Clergy  their  full  Share,  who  may  have  been  ttading 
that  Way ;  but  to  engrofs  the  whole  Community  would 
be  unfair  Trafficking. 

But  to  go  on  with  my  Apology,-  ■  Kings  are  dc- 
tiuntaile  to  none  hat  God,  and  the  Priefis  to  none  but  them* 
felvcs.  As  this  Principle  is  exa&ly  agreeable  to  the 
Pretenfions  and  Practices  of  the  Church  in  all  Ages,  .1 
would  be  glad  to  fee  the  daring  Infidel  who  calls  it  in 
Queftion%    The  Lay-World  may  make  Oaths,  and  take 

thera, 
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them,  but -To  long  as-their  Force  depends  upon  the  Plea- 
lure  and  Explications  of  the  Clergy,  they  will  be  but 
of  fmali  Service  to  Mankind.  1  will  vouch  for  the 
Prieils,  that  they  always  fcorn'd  to  be  barfd  by  the 
tripling  Regards  of  Conscience  and  Swearing,  from  the 
more  catbolick  Pur/uits  of  their  Plea  fur  e  and  Power  ;  and 
Hiaory,  both  Ancient  and  Modern,  will  vouch  for  me.  I 
will  give  Imtances. 

When  the  Prince  is  hard-hearted  enough  to  humour 
the  Church-Men,  by  oppreihng  and  plundering  the 
Laity,  and  Politick  enough  to  divide  the  Spoils  with 
them,  then  it  is  Damnation  to  refill  him,  becaulehe  has 
a  Divine  Right  to  be  Miichievous  to  all  Men  but  theni- 
felves  :  But  if  his  Majje&y  is  fo  ill  advifed,  as  to  provoke 
their  Rage  by  his  Benevolence  to  Mankind  ;  or,  if  by  a 
fchifmatical  Adherence  to  Truth  and  Liberty,  he  fruftrate 
their  Hopes  of  making  him  a  good  Church-Man,  the 
Church  grows  prefently  in  imminent  Danger  from  Virtue 
and  Moderation,  who  are  notorious  D  if/Inters  from  Ortho- 
doxy,  then  it  is  little  better  than  Damnation  not  to  refill 
him,  and  Woes  are  denounced  again  ft  the  fearful  Pie  art 
and  the  weak  Hand, 

As  to  his  prefent  Majclly,  there  are  thofe  of  the 
Clergy,  who  have  forfworn  to  be  true  and  faithful  to 
him,  over  and  over,  and  yet  do  not  fo  much  as  pretend 
they  mean  any  fuch  Matter.  They  fay  they  mull  fwear 
or  ftarve,  which  is  a  ConfeiTion  that  they  would  rather 
be  damned  than  faft.  What  a  Tribe  of  Simpletons  were 
the  Martyrs  in  all  Ages !  their  heterodox  Notions  made 
them  erroneoufly  prefer  their  Souls  to  their  Bellies,  and 

even  to  their  Lives  And  yet  they  had  a  Wronger 

Plea  for  conforming  to  Idolatry  and  Perjury  as  Death 
and  Tortures  are  Tome  what   more  frightful  than  bare 

Deprivation   But  now  a-Days,  by  uninjerfal  Con- 

fent,  Tithes  bear  a  higher  Price  than  Confcicnce  in  any 
Market  in  England. 

In  Edward  the  Sixth's  Time,  the  Clergy,  to  Ihew 
themfelves  true  Conform  ills,  forfook  their  Harlots  and 
the  Mafs,  and  were,  to  appearance,  reconciled  to  one 
Woman,  and  the  New  Teftament.  In  Queen  Mary% 
Reign  they  abandoned  the  Gofpel  and  their  Wives,  and 
re-became  Orthodox  CatholUks9  and  to  preve  it,  grew 
F  3  godl/ 
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godly  Earners  of  all  that  had  either  a  Conscience  or  a. 
Bible.  Upon  Queen  Elizabeth's  Acceffion  to  the  Throne, 
they  once  more,  like  conformable  Friends  to  them- 
jfifoes,  forfwore  and  complied,  and  afterwards  plotted: 
and  rebelled.  But  her  Reign  proved  long  and  glorious. 
And.  indeed  fame,  who  have  not  that  Reverence  for 
the  Gown,  which  they  ought  to  have,  are  of  Opinion,^ 
k  is  a  certain  Symptom  of  happy  Times,  when  the 
Priefts  run  mad  and  cabal  ;  for,  fay  they,  while  the 
People  are  fuffercd  to  enjoy  their  own,  the  Clergy  can 
have  no  Plunder  ;  whereas,  in  a  general  Opprefhcn,  the 

Prince  and  Priefts  generally  divide  Stakes  -They 

add,  that  Wolves  and  Ravens  never  fare  bejl  but  where 
there  are  mo  ft  Csrcafles.  But  thefe  Things  ought  not 
to  be  fpoken,  and, 

I  wonder  how  any  Man  in  his  Senfes  dare  fay  fuck 
dHrefpeftful  Tilings  of  the  Officers*  of  God  Almighty1  s  Reve- 
nue, whoalfoarea  Board  of  CommifTioners  for  managing 
his  Power,  or  rather  their  own  Power,  by  his  Mini  ft  ration. 

Jn  the  Bufmefs  of  Excommunication,  for  Inftance, 
do  we  not  fee  their  Maker  is  made  little  better  than 
their  Executioner  ?  He  is  obliged  not  only  to  ratify  their 
Sentence,  but  to  deliver  the  Perfon  excommunicate  into, 
the  fafe  Cuftody  of  Satan,  their  Goaler  in  Comitatu  Hell. 
The  Prifoner  the  while,  rot  firding  himfelf  a  bit  re- 
trained by  his  crediting  Landlord,  the  Devil,  goes  to  the 
Court  and  for  a  little  Money  is  abfolved,  be  his  Crime 
what  it  will,  and  this  Sentence  alfo  mufi  be  ratified  in 
Heaven,  and  the  former  unratified;  and  the  great God^ 
as  if  he  were  the  Conftable  of  the  Court,  mufi  take  the 
Prifoner  out  of  a  Goal,  where  he  never  was,  and  from 
the  Cuftody  of  a  Goaler,  whom  he  never  faw,  and  re- 
iriftate  him  in  a  Church  which  perhaps  he  never  owned. 
Thus  is  the  Creator  of  all  things,  and  the  Giver  of  all 
Good,  made  the  Jnfirument  of  their  Anger  and  Ava- 
rice, and  a  Property  to  bring  them  Reverence  and  Money. 

Thefe  Things  are  not  at  all  aggravated  here,  and  yet 
the  bare  mention  of  them  may  feem  to  expofe  them  ; 
but  I  mean  no  more  by  it  than  to  mew  the  wonderful  and 
inconcei'ucable  Power  of  the  Prieffhood,  who  are  as  im- 
plicitly obeyed  in  Heaven,  as  they  ought  to  be  on  Earth,  and 
have  the  upper  and  infernal  Worlds  as  much  in  their  Gift, 

a? 
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as  he  has,  who  is  the  Maker  of  both ;  nay-  much  more, 
for,  as  a  Reverend  Doftor  of  our  Church  has  it,  he  has 
given  them  his  Commifion  to  difpofe  of  them,  and  he  cannot 
^contraditt  himfelf.  They  will  not  allow  the  King  of  " 
Kings  the  conmon  Prerogative  of  pardoning  a  poor  Felon,, 
once  in  a  SerTions,  without  their  confent,  and  then  he 
muft  not  be  Puniihed;  Plow  great  and  awful  muii  theie 
Men  be,  who '  are  thus  abjclutc  over  the  Abjolute,  and 
Kings  of  the  Ki fig  of  Kings  !  This  may  perhaps  feem  to 
reprefent  them  as  no  Friends  to  Monarchy,  but  this  can- 
not be  imagined,  fince  they  themfelves  are- Monarchs  of 
God  and  Men. 

After  all  this  Omnipotence  which  I'  have  proved  to  be 
in  the  Clergy,  where  is  the  need  of  believing  in  any 
other  God,  or  of  living  as  if  there  wras  one  ?  No,  n©3 
if  you  would;  be  abfolved  and  faved,  believe  in  the 
Prief,  and  live  in  the  fear  of  the  Caffock.  What  can  be 
more  handy  than  our  having  a  Forgive  r,  and  a  Saviour 
in  every  Pariih,  befides  Deputy-  Pardon  nets,  a<nd  Journey* 
men-Saviours  ? 

There  is  indeed^  an  antient  Treat  ife  named  Scripture  > 
which,  if  vje  give  any  Credit  to  it,  would  be  apt  to  flag* 
ger  this  our  F'aith  in  the  Clergy  .  It  was  of  great  Repute 
at  the  Reformation  by  a  few  Doclors,  who,  not  knowing 
their  o  wn  Power,  baiely  facrificed  the  Intcrer}  of  the 
Surplice  to  that  of  Chriftianity.  But  their  SuccefTors, 
wifer  than  thefe  old :  Fellows,  aad  better  Churc  h-Men^ 
find ing. that  the  faid  Book  was  pragmatical,  and  would 
be  oppofing  the  Policy  and  Proceedings  of  their  Society, 
translated  all  the  Reverence,  which  was  formerly  paid 
to  that  venerable  old  Book,  to  a  Book  of  Canons,  com- 
pofed  on  purpofe,  as  a  Rival  to  bring  the  other  under  dif- 
grace,  iniomueh  that  it  is  now  for  the  moft  part  condem- 
ned to  the  mean  Office  of  teaching  Children  to  read.  A 
certain  modem  Bijhop  has  indeed  done  his  malicious  part 
to  reflore  it  to  its  priftine  Regard  and  Dignity,  but  as  he  % 
is  zealoufy  oppofed  by  all  the  truly  Orthodox,  it  is  hoped 
by  many  he  will  not  fucceed, . 

Commend  me  to  the  German  Monk  whom  I  have  feeix  ' 
mentioned  fomewhere,  I  think  by  Monfieur  Le  Clerc* 
'This  genuine  Prief,  faithful  to  the  Intereftof  his  Order, 
told  ,  his  Penitents,  in  the  godlinefs  x>£  his  Zeal,  That 
F  44  there 
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there ivas  a  certain  Book  writ  in  Greek,  called  the  NivO 
cr eft  anient  i  ivbicb  tvas  full  of  Herefies  ;  and  another  cer- 
tain Br  ok,  writ  in  Hebrew,  called  tih  Old  Teflamertt, 
%vb(ch9  if  they  believed  it,  would  make  tht?n  all  Jews. 

I  would  recommend  the  Example  of  this  Monk  to  our 
civn  Monks,  but  they  have  faved  me  the  trouble. 

There  is  an  Outcry  in  the  Mouths  of  too  many  of  the 
]  aity  againit  the  Clergy,  which  I  think  is  very  unrea- 
sonable ;  they  accufe  them  of  an  implacable  Enmity  to 
Knowledge  and  Illumination  ;  which  is  very  true  and 
yet  very  juft.  How  often  muft  thefe  perverfe  Men  be 
told,  that  Learning  and  Eyes  in  the  Laity  are  the  greater! 
Caufes  of  the  Contempt  of  the  Clergy?  Why  mould 
we  be  inquiring  into  Points  which  ought  only  to  be  be- 
lieved thoroughly,  but  never  underftood  nor  conceived  ? 
Jt  ought  to  fufhee  us  to  know  that  the  Priefts  know  all 
Things.  This  might  at  hrft  have  prevented  DifTenters, 
and  ought  now  to  reclaim  them.  If  we  did  but  humbly 
and  lazily  follow  our  Guides,  it  would  fave  us  much 
Trouble,  and  yet  put  them  to  none. 

Befides,  this  Charge  is  too  general  ;  for  they  are  al- 
ways willing  we  mould  read  and  underftand  tbofe  fe-w 
Texts  tnat  fpeak  civilly  of  the  Priefthood,  and  wifli, 
no  doubt,  there  were  more  of  them.  ft  ay.  now  and 
then  they  are  fo  courteous  as  to  fplit  a  Verfe  in  the 
Bible  with  us,  and,  keeping  one  half  to  themfelves,  give 
us  generoufly  the  other.  For  Example,  Be  wife  as  Ser- 
pents, and  innocent  as  Doves,  in  a  Text  they  feem  very 
ready  to  divide  with  us.  The  Harmlefnefs  of  the  Pid- 
geon  is  at  our  Service,  but  we  muft  not  pretend  to  rob 
them  of  the  Serpent. 

The  cunningeft  Serpent  that  ever  was,  I  mean  the 
Devil  in  Milton,  compaffed  the  Earth  by  Night,  and 
could  not  endure  the  enligbtned  Side  of  the  Globe, 

The  Space  of  fc<ven  continued  Nights  be  rode 
In  Dark  fiefs  ~ 

How  agreeab'e  the  Policy  of  the  Arch-fiend  is  to  the 
ttbtr  Gentlemen  in  Blacky  I  need  not  explain. — Without 
Doubt  the  Wifdom  and  good  Parts,  even  of  the  Devil,  are 
fcnuabie.  Who  can  blame  them  for  hiding  Deformities 
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and  cloven  Feet  ?  Should  Knowledge  and  the  Scriptures 
be  let  loofe  againft  the  Clergy,  what  dreadful  Havock 
would  they  make.  Thefe  mercilefs  Informers  would  make 
their  Reputation  to  be  only  Daub  and  Varnifi  ;  and  their 
Wealth,  only  Booty  and  Plunder  :  For  what  would  not 
two  iuch  hold  Libertines  fwear  ?  Can  we  blame  Men  for 
warding  againft  their  mortal  Foes. 

For  the^  Safety  therefore  of  the  Parfons,  in  their  For- 
tunes and  Characters,  I  will  confult  my  intimate  Friends 
the  two  Houfes,  about  flopping  the  Mouth  of  the  Bible, 
and  the  Bimop  of  Bangor.  This,  I  hope,  my  Friends  will 
comply  with,  for  I  know  they  love  to  do  popular  Things, 
and  will  be  proud  to  pleafe  the  Convocation, 

f  have  been  long  thinking  of  a  Project  to  reconcile  Re- 
ligion a~d  the  Church  to  each  other.  They  were  origin 
nally  intimate  Friends,  but  at  prefent  they  live  at  mortal 
Odds. 

J  would  not  fay  one  Word,  upon  any  Confideration, 
to  perfuade  the  Clergy  to  give  Chriftianity  the  upper 
hand  of  their  Intereft,  for  I  love  them  too  well  to  affront 
them  5  neither  would  I  have  them  affright  themielves 
with  my  reconciling  Defign  above-mentioned,  for  I  have 
given  it  over  as  utterly  impracticable ;  but  as  I  am  their 
Friend  and  Apologilt,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  them 
the  Removal  of  unpopular  Qualities  and  Practices,  of 
which  they  are  fond.  And 

Firft,  I  would  advife  them  to  conceal  that  unprofitable 
Propenfity  which  is  in  them,  to  burn  or  firangle  DifT<en- 
ters.  Persecution  iscertain]y  a  laudable  Calling,  iv hen  any 
thing  is  to  be  got  by  it ;  and  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  I  am  not  for 
robbing  the  Clergy  of  their  Dues,  but  at  prefent  there  is 
neither  Gain  nor  Credit  in  it:  And  therefore  J  befeech 
them,  as  they  love  themfelves  which  is  the  firongeft  Mo- 
tive my  Invention  candidate,  to  banifh  this  Penny  lefs-Spi- 
rit :  The  Malignity  of  the  Times  has  deprived  them  of 
the  Power  of  doing  Catholick  Mifchief  and  Murder  for 
the  Welfare  cf  the  Church. 

In  osder  to  perfuade  them  effectually  to  clofe  with  this 
my  Advice,  I  pray  the  Clergy  not  to  judge  of  other  Men's 
Confciences  by  their  own.  It  would  be  really  whimfical, 
in  a  few  Men,  <who  are  void  of  Hearing,  to  fet  up  for  ad* 
jufiing  or  refraining  the  Laws  of  Harmony,  The  Pkafure 
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©f  Procuration  is  Greek  and  Hebrew  to  an  Eunuch  ;  and' 
indeed  to  a  Creaiure  that  is  gelt,  Liberty  of  Ced-piece  muft 
haws  a  <very  odd  Sound. 

Another  Point  which  feems  wrong  in  them,  is  their 
filling  themfelves  the  Ambafjadors  of  a  great  Potentate, 
who,  1  am  afraid,  will  not  own  them.  We  all  know 
ihcirlnftrufiions,  a<  myjlical  as  they  would  keep  them,  and- 
I  fear  me, were  they  examined  by  them,  like  many  other 
State/men, they  would  be  found  too  great  to  be  good.  Should 
the  late  Earl  of  Mar,  who  hath  given  fome  (hrewd  Suspi- 
cions of  his  being  for  the  Pretender,  take  it  in  his  Head-- 
to  call  himfelf  King  George's  A?nbyffador,  would  not  his 
Practices,  in  fome  J  ma  11  Meafure,  bring  in  Question  his 
Profeftions  ?  The  Application  is  eafy  ;  it  is  only  fuppo- 
fing  the  Devil  a  Pretender  to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

There  is,  in  a  certain  Diocefs  in  this  Nation,  a  Living 
worth  about  Six  Hundred  Pounds  a.  Year.  This,  and  two 
or  three  more  Preferments,  maintain  the  Doclor  in  becom- 
ing Eafe  and  Corpulancy.  He  keeps  a  Chariot  in  Town, 
and  a  journey- Man  in  the  Country  ;  and  his  Curate  ar.d 
his  Coach- Horfes  are  his  equal '  Drudges, -faving  that  the* 
four  Legged  Cattle  are  better-,  fed,  and  have  Jleeker  Ccffocks- 
than  his  Spiritual  Dray-Horfe.  The  Doctor  goes  down 
once  a  Year  to  Jfcecr  his  Flock,  and  fill  his  Pockets,,  or,  in 
ether  Words,  to  receive  the  Wages  of  his  EmbaJJy  ;  and* 
then,  fometimes  in  an  Afternoon,  if  his  Belly  do  not  hap- 
pen to  be  too  full,  he  vouchsafes  to  mount  the  Pulpit,  and 
&  ta-inftrucl  his  People  in  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Character 
^dand  his  Dulnefs.  This  compofes  the  whole  Parilh  to 
Kef  ;  TJIft  the  Doctor  one  Day  denouncing  himfelf  the: 
Lord's  J9M?ajjador  with  greater  Fire  and  Loudnefs  than 
could  have  been  reafonably  expected  from  him,  it  rouzed 
s.  Clown  of  the  Congregation,  who  waked  his  next  Neigh- 
hour,  with  Do" ft  hear,  Tom,  deft  hear}  Ay,  lays 

7 am,  yawning,  what  does  he  fay  f  Say,  anfwered  the  o- 
t  her,  He  fays  a  plaguy  Lye  to  be  fure  ;  he  fays  as  how  he  is 
the  Lord's  Humbajfandor ;  But  I  think  he  is  more  rather 
the  Lord's  Receiver-General,  for  he  never  comes  but  to 
lake  Money. 

Six  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  is  modeftly  Speaking,  a 
competent  Fee  for  lulling  the  largeft  Congregation  in  Eng- 
/^afleep  c»ce  in  a  Twelve-M©nth.~-Such  Tithes  are 

the 
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the  Price  of  Napping ,  and  fiich  mighty  Odds  there  arc 
between  a  Curtain- Lecture  and  a  Cujhion-Letture. 

The  next  Piece  of  Counfel  I  would  give  my  Friends  in 
Black,  is,  that  when  they  are  caught  in  a  fmall  Crime, 
or  fo,  they  would  not  always  be  .throwing  the  Blame  up- 
on a  Couple  of  civil  Perfons  and  good  Neighbours,  called 
Flejh  and  Blood  ;  it  is  not  fatisfactory.  A  Bear  when  he 
is  hungry,  may  .  eat  up  a  igood  Chriftian,  .and  give  as 
firong  a  Reafon  for  it. — No^  let  them  Sin  as  they  Preach, 
and  fcora  to  tell  us  tvfy  or  wherefore. 

Their  Ambition,  of  being  luck  near  Kin/men  to  the 
Apoftl.es,  has  likewife.  done  them  a  Diskindnefs.  A 
Pried  i  may  be  a  boon  Companion,  .  and  an  ad?nirable 
Church  *?nun,  and  yet  not  be  a  Bit.  like  his  Couftn  St. 
Paul.  It  id  therefore  for  the  Honour  of  theClergy,  that 
J  would  have  them  drop  their  Alliance  with  the  Saints  : 
People  will  be  making  jhameful  Csmparifons,  .in  which 
the  Gown,  I  doubt/  will  fufrer ;  for  know  all  Men,  by 
thefe  PrefentSi  the  Railing,  at.  the  Government,  ,and  Un- 
dermining it,  and .  the  Contempt  of  Temperance,  and 
Oaths,  with  other  Modes  that  are  now  Orthodox,  were 
not  Apojiolica I  Virtues  in  former  Days.:  And  whereas  H u- 
jmilityy  Meekneft,  Patience,  brotherly  Love  andX^harity^ 
are,  at  this  Day,  every  Mother's  Son  of  them,v  .DiJ/en- 
ters  and  Schifmaticks,  the  fame  were  in  fome-  fmall  Re- 
pute many  Hundred  Years  ago*  But  what  is  that  to  our 
pn  fent  Apojllcs  ?: 

I  often  amufe  myfelf.  with  confidering  the  Greatnefs 
and  Multiplicity  of  the  Characters  belonging  to  the  Or- 
tbodoxsQlexgy.. .  The  meaner!  Reader  of  them  is  a  Kinf- 
man  to  the  Apoftles  and  our  Saviour's  Lieutenant,  and 
Door-Keeper  of  Heaven  and  Hell,  and  the  Creator  of 
Chriftians,  and^he  Forgiver  >of  Sins,  and  a  Trumpeter, 
and  a  Watchman,  and  a  Journey  - nun.,  aacU-  (I.  amoac 
of  Breath)  an  AmbaiTador,  . 

But  as  great  Men  as  they  are,  it  is  hard,  methinks, 
that  an  honelt  Lay-Man,  when  he  dies,  cannot  ftep^/> 
6/^/r^iiyuhout  a  Ticket  from  an  Ambaflfador,  who  is 
perhaps  a  Bed,  or  out  of  Humour.,,  or  taking  his  Bottle 
or  his  Girl,  .and  the  like. ' 

My  Friends,  the  -Ambaffadors  have  another  Cuftom 
too,  which  favours  not  &  Hiuch  of  the  Sir -pent '  us  it  ought- 

ft 
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to  do.  A  Man  cannot  grow  eminent  for  his  Knowledge 
and  Writings,  but  forth  with  the  AmbarTadors  grow  fear- 
ful of  him,  and  cry  AtheifidX  him.  This  I  would  pray 
f  hem  to  forbear.  I  own  I  have  my  own  Ends  in  giving 
them  this  wholefome  Admonition ;  for,  to  tell  it  to  my 
dear  Friend,  the  World,  as  a  Secret,  which  I  defire  may 
go  no  farther,  I  begin  myfelf  to  be  more  than  apprehen- 
sive of  the  Charge  of  Atheifm  againft  me. 

The  Church-Men  have,  moreover,  found  it  for  their 
Jntereft,  Time  out  of  Mind,  that  moll  of  their  Foes 
mould  drink  a  Bumper  to  Beelzebub  next  their  Heart  e- 
very  Morning.  Now,  I  declare  I  am  not  at  all  acquain- 
ted with  the  Devil,  and  I  defire  the  Ambafladors,  if  he 
fhould  tell  them  the  contrary,  not  to  credit  him,  for,  what- 
ever they  may  think  of  it,  he's  a  fad  lying  Fellow. 

Mr.  Lock  I  grant,  gave  them  fuflicient  Caufc  to  abufe 
him,  by  his  /peaking  well  of  human  Undcrfianding,  and 
explaining  the  Scriptures.  But  for  myfelf,  I  vow  csA 
proteft,  upon  the  Word  of  an  Author ,  I  never  yet  did  the 
Clergy  the  lea/?  ill  Office,  by  teaching  Mankind  either 
Reaton  or  Religion :  I  confefs,  I  love  them  both  well 
enough  to  merit  the  Character  of  an  Infidel,  but  I  keep 
my  AffeSion  to  Piety  and  Truth,  to  myfelf,  for  fear  of 
provoking  the  Ambuffadors*,  they  being  engaged  in  another 
Intereji. 

I  who  am  their  Apologift,  mull  own,  it  is  not  without 
Reafon  they  look  afquint  upon  Humanity,  and  uftful 
Knowledge,  and  Moderation,  and  the  like  Lay-Vertues. 
A  Man  that  <wants  Legs,  would  certainly  think  himfelf 
infulted  and  reproached,  mould  a  pragmatical  Fellow 
f.ake  it  in  his  Head  to  be  dancing  and  cutting  Capers  before 
him.    Folks  that  have  no  Teeth,  do  not  love  Cruft. 

But  notwkhftanding  all  thefe  friendly  Conceffions  of 
mine  in  Favour  of  the  Ambajfadors,  I  muft  fliil  pray 
them,  for  the  future,  to  keep  their  Atheifm  to  themfelves, 
tho'  they  may  have  a  great  deal  of  it  to  /pare.  For,  while 
iLere  are  yet  a  few  left,  who  make  bold  to  believe  there 
is  another  God  be  fides  the  Clergy,  an  Adherence  to  Scrip- 
ture and  common  Senfe  will  not  fail  to  be  approved  by 
many,  and  would  be  by  more,  were  it  thought  confident 
With  the  Dignity  and  Defigns  of  the  Ambafladors,  to 
fermit  the  common  People  to  return  to  their  Senfes. 
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But  this,  alas,  is  not  to  be  expected,  fo  long  as  Judg- 
ment and  Undemanding  are  fo  apparently  oppofite /<? 
Rights  of  the  Church. 

The  Roman  Clergy  are  juflified  in  keeping  the  Laity 
in  Subjection  and  Ignorance,  by  a  bold  Pretence  to  In- 
fallibility :  Whereas  our  Priefts,  equally  bold,  but  lefs 
reafonable,  would  make  us  Slaves  and  Blockheads,  and 
yet  cannot  give  us  Reafon  for  it.  It  is  confeffed  they  have 
a  certain  hard  Word,  one  Orthodox,  which  is  their  Friend 
at  a  pinch,  and  ferves  them  on  all  Occaiions,  for  a 
ready  Anfwer  to  every  Objection.  But  this  fame  Ortho  - 
dox,  tho'  it  fully  convinces  many  good  Church-Men,  yet 
hath  loft  its  Original  meaning,  and,  for  many  Ages, 
fignified  either  every  Thing,  or  nothing.  Indeed,  when 
the  Chnrch  hath  her  Hands  unbound,  Orthodox  is  a  Word 
of  high  Importance,  and  conftantly  fignifies  the  Pillory 
and  Whipping- FoS,  and  the  Church  that  has  thefe  re- 
forming Engines  of  its  Side,  is,  of  courje,  the  moji  Apo- 
Jiolical. 

This  Orthodox  has  likewife  been  compelled  to  mean  fe~ 
veral  other  Meanings,  upon  feveral  Occafions.  Some- 
times it  is  an  Altar,  and  fometimes  a  Book  of  Canons  $ 
fometimes  a  Convocation,  and  fometimes  a  Mob ;  it  is  this 
Minute  a  Bi(hop  in  kis  Throne,  and  the  next,  a  Tithe- 
Pig.  Now  and  then  it  is  Slavery  and  unlimited  Loyalty, 
and  prefently  it  is  Sedition  and  Rebellion, '/without  referve^ 
It  is  a  Tyrant  when  a  Matter,  and  an  Incendiary  when 
a  Servant,  and  either  plotting  Mifchief  or  acting  it. 
When  it  is  a  Doctor,  it  argues  by  ftrong  Hand,  and,  as 
ill  as  it  likes  the  Bible,  it  would  keep  it  all  toitfelf. 
When  it  is  in  Adverfity,  it  fnatches  up  the  firft  Remedy 
that  comes  to  its  Hand,  lawful  or  unlawful;  but  to  o- 
thers  in  the  fame  Circumflances  it  recommends  Prayers 
and  Tears,  efpecially  when  they  are  to  no  purpofe  :  If 
you  give  it  all  it  afks,  it  will  perhaps  feem  contented  ; 
but  if  you  (hew  its  hated  Foe,  Moderation,  the  leaft  Coun- 
tenance, it  will  fpit  in  your  Face,  and  call  you  Son  of  a 
Whore  :  For,  whatever  Difguife  it  appears  in,  it  is  very 
apt  to  be  in  a  Pattion,  and  call  Names;  nay,  if  its 
Hands  are  not  tied,  it  will  bite  and  fcratch,  and  kick, 
and  fling,  and  bounce  and  bellow,  and  knock  down  all 
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that  come  near  it,  unkfs  they  fwear  a. bloody'Oath,  .they , 
are  for  the  C*hurch. 

But  as  ufeful  as  this  Orthodox  h  to  the  Clergy,  it  will 
never  juftify  them,  in  the  Opinion  of  impartial  Judges, 
for  marking  the  bell  and  mod  elevated-  Spirits  with  the 
Brand  of  Atheifmo  Virtue, .  Learning,  and  Humanity, 
will  find  Friends  in  fpite  of:  Orthodoxy,  and  many  of 
the  Laity  will  live  in  the  Fear  of  God,  let  the  Clergy 
take  it  ever  fo  ill ;  and  others  will  be  Lovers  of  Truth 
and  Mankind,  at  the  hazard  of  being  hated  by  the 
Church. 

1  muft  now  have  forne  Talk  wit.!  my  Friends,  the  Am- 
bafladors,,  upon  another  Point,  and  that  is  their  Claim  of 
Divine  Right  t®  every  Thing  which  they  have  a  Mind  to 
cell  theirs. 

It  is  certain  the  Monks  acquired  mod  of  their  PofTef- 
fions  by  fuch  Means  and  Arts  as  would  have  been  fcanda- 
lous  and  .diabolical,  had  they  been  praclifed.  by  Lay-Men. 
But  Clerks  only  have  the  facred  Privilege  of  tricking  and 
pl.ying.  the  Devil  for  the  Profperky  of  the  Church. 
Now  thefe  Podeffions  of  the  Monks,  tho'  forfeited  to  the 
Grown  by  the  Law,  for  having  been  fraudulently  got, 
and.;  unjuflly  kept, ,  to  maintain  Lazinef&and  Debauchery, 
are  to  this  Hour  claimed  by  our  prefent  Monks.  .as  the  un- 
doubted Succefibrs  of  the  other  bald  Vermin,  in  Purity 
of  Dcclrine  and  of  Man?iers. .  Thus  aiming  in  every  Point 
to  refemble  thefe  their  dious  Predeceflbrs,  they  would 
willingly  hold  their  Lands  \>y  Roguery  and  Divine  Rig/pt, 

The  antient  Monks  were  much  more  generous  and 
reafonable  than  the  prefent  Set ;  for  they  ,  gave  their  Bub- 
bles an  Equivalent  for  their  Wealth  i  They  ,  would  at 

any  time  Jockey  away  a  fmall  Tenement  in.  Abraham' $ 
Boibm  for  a  rich  Manor  in  England^  whereas  our  modem 
Monks,  notwithftanding  their ,  avowed  .  Authority  over 
their  Maker,  and  his  Dominions  above,  are  fo  far  from 
dealing  like  Chapmen,  that,  in  Exchange  for  our  PofTef- 
lions,  they  do /rot  fo  much  as  offer  us  a  little  Bargain  in 
Paradife.  If  ike  Propriety  of  that  Ground  be  theirs  r  they 
might  at  Jeaft  tender  &  future  Cottage  for  a  prefent  Pa- 
lace, and  the  rather^  becaufe  by  Experience  we  know, 
that  when  we  are  at  their  Mercy,  they  allow  us,  in  this 
Ufe%  little  elfe  but  Dungeons,  Whips  and  Chains,  and 
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the  like  Inducements,  to  reverence  the  Priefthood,  who,  f 
for  the  Good  of  our  Souls,  ufe  our  Bodies  bloody  ill.  And 
it  cannot  be  denied,  when  the  Ambajfadors  arc  let  loofe, 
they  ad  as  if  they  were,  in a  Trutlv,  the  Scourges  of  God3  , 
by  divine  Right  ± 

Now,  1-  their .  Apologift,  do  earneftly  perfwadethe 
AmbafTadors  to  drop;  their  Claim.  All  the  Laicks  who 
read  the  Bible  know  there  is  nothing  of  it  in  that  Book, . 
and  .  they  do  not  fee  that  the  Clergy  live  in  fo  good  an 
Underftanding  and  Con  formity  with  their  Maker,  as  to  * 
merit  from  him  a  . Grant  of  all  the  Lands  in  England  by 
Word  of  Mouth.. 

What  they  have  by  human  Right  let  them,  keep,  and  I 
make  much  of  it ;  nay,  (to  pleafe  them)  let  them  wran- 
gle and  go  to  Law  about  it  as  much  and  as  often  as  they 

will  But  this  -is  a  Hint  they  do  not  want. .  A  ParfonV 

Bull  and  his  Grey  Pad  feed  on  Tithe-Hay  and  Corn, , 
which  is  the  Provender  of  thefe.  Brutes  by  Divine  Right 9 , 
and  yet  I  never  obferved  they  grew  fatter  upon  this  di- 
vine Food  than  a  Lay-Bull  and  a  Lay-Si  on  e-Horfe,  or 
were  iefs  addicted  to  Carnality  and  Lewdnefs. 

I  mall  fay  nothing  here  or  the  Divine  Right  which . 
doubtlefs  the  Ambaifadors  have  to  Pluralities  and  Non- 
Re  f  dene  e  :  Only  by  the  by*  fuppofe  the  Earl  of  Stair 
Ihould  defire  his  Majelty  tc  make  him  Ambafiador  to  half 
a  dozen  Courts  befide  that  of  France,  and  undertake,  to 
execute  ail  thefe  Employments  by  his  Footmen,  I  fancy 
his  Excellency  would  be  roundly  told,  that  Difcharging 
an  Ambaify  by  a  Curate  \s  fuch  a  Solceciim  in  Politicks 
as  a  Lay -Mini fter  mull  not  be  guilty  of. 

I  now  proceed  to  another  Catholick  Topick  which  is 
run  into  prodigious  Luxuriancy  and  Irregularity  ;  I  mean 
the  good  Art  of  Lying  for  the  Church  .  I  do  *%  not  intend  ! 
to  debar  the  AmbaJJadors  from  their  moft  righteous  and 
moll  antient  Practice  of  martyring  their  Confcience  to 
their  CafFock,  and  venturing  their  precious  Souls  againll ; 
the  dangerous  and  fanatical  Encroachments  of  their  old 
Foe,  Truth,  which  was  never  a  Friend  to  the  Trade  of 
the  Tippit.  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  however,  that  their 
laudable  Zeal  for  this  venerable  Ufage  were  a  little  li- 
mited ;  and  therefore  that  it  may  not  grow  ufelefs  by 
being  altogether  boundlefs,  as  it  is  at  this  Day,  I,  the 

rffologift 
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Apologift  for  the  Church,  prompted  by  pure  AfTe&ion, 
will  make  bold  to  lay  down  tivo  Rules  to  be  obferved  by 
the  Ambajfadors,  <wbo  are  Liars  for  the  good  of  it,  as  well 
as  Sir  Henry  Wootton  was  for  the  good  of  the  State. 

And  Firrt,  1  implore  them,  as  they  love  their  precious 
Livings,  not  to  Jib  out  of  the  Bible.  1  know  it  is  the 
hardelt  Thing  in  the  World  to  break  Men  of  a  long  and 
Jfrong  Habit,  particul  .rly  when  they  much  delight  in  it  ; 
but  I  pray  them  to  confider  that  the  Bible  is  the  moft  auk- 
ward  Creature  under  the  Sun  at  fathering  a  Lie.  You 
may  eafily  know  when  he  is  quoted  for  a  Falfhood,  for  if 
you  afk  him,  he  will  deal  uprightly  with  you  and  tell  you 
thenakedTruth.lt  was  a  malicious  Thing  of  ourAnceftors, 
and  great  Blow  upon  the  Ambajfadors  teach  thisForeigner 
oar  Language;  for  ever  fmce  he  has  been  naturalized, 
and  taught  EngUJb,  he  blabs  out  every  Thing  he  knows. 

Good  Doiiors,  take  Warning  from  the  wretched  Fate 
of  a  Brother  Doclor,  who  in  a  furious  Fit  of  Zeal,  to 
cL-ftroy  his  Country,  zv\d  Jave  the  Church,  took  a  Paflage 
or  two  out  of  the  Bible,  th  t  were  not  in  it.  Upon  this 
fome  unleavened  Lawmen,  who  had  a  lingular  Affection  for 
Scripture,  but  were  bitter  Enemies  to  the  Church,  went 
and  confulted  their  eld  Friend  the  Bible,  who  to!J  them 
frankly,  and  like  a  Neighbour,  that  this  Saviour  of  the 
Church  had  belied  him;  and,  after  fpending  fome  Mo- 
ments in  Admiration  of  the  Doctor's  want  of  Memory, 
added,  that  the  DoSior  and  he  had  never  been,  in  the  Ita/l, 
acquainted  in  all  their  Lives. 

A  Jore  Stroke  tkis  upon  our  Ambajfador,  but  it  did  not 
reft  here.  Thefe  hard- hearted  Laymen,  preferring  the 
Reputation  of  an  cbfolea  Treatije  to  that  of  a  modijh  Am- 
bojjador,  hung  up  the  Story  at  F/efiminjier-hall,  and  then 
pubiilbed  it  to  all  the  World.  Which  creadful  Ufage  did 
fo  provoke  the  mtekAmbaJfadorjihdX  from  that  Hour  to  th:s 
he  could  never  "endure  Law,  or  Gofpel,  or  Truth,  or  good 
Manners ;  but,  being  now  both  diftra&ed  and  hardened 
to  a  Degree,  he  fwears  and  rails,  and  lies  more  or  lefs 
every  Day  in  the  Week,  but  moft  terribly  on  Sundays. 

Behold  the  Damage  which  accrues  to  the  Church  from 
the  aptnefs  of  the  Bible  to  tell  Tales. 

This  Boldnefs  in  us  Lay- Animals,  or,  as  a  great  Church 
Man  loves  to  call  us,  7 be  Btajli  of  the  P to  fit,  to  meddh 
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wich  Knowledge,  and  ftudy  the  Word  of  God,  is  un- 
doubtedly a  fhameful  Infult  upon  the  Ambafiadors,  and  a 
manifcft  Impropriation  of  their  Rights  and  Profits,  But 
there  is  no  Help  for  it,  the  Laity  will,  againfi  all  Reafon$ 
be  exercifing  their  Rcafin,  and  judging  in  Thing  which, 
though  plain  and  neceffary,  ought  to  remain  a  profound 
My  fiery.  All  this  is  the  more  intolerable,  for  that  both 
the  Prophets  and  Apofties  give  a  very  harfh  and  unkind 
Chara&er  of  our  prefent  Orthodox  Clergy.  It  is  well  for 
thefe  Calumniators  and  Low  Churchmen,  that  they  arc 
dead. 

Having  now  fliewed  the  Ambaffadors  that  it  is  by  no 
Means  fafe,  even  when  the  Church  is  in  the  greateft  Dan- 
ger, to  lie  for  its  prefervaticn  out  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
which  are  ever  backward  to  own  and  vindicate  the  Caufe 
of  the  CaJJock-j  I  proceed  to  give  them  a  Rule  to  lie  by, 
when  they  fetch  their  Falftioods  out  of  their  own  Heads 
———And  it  is  only  this,  to  lie  with  Probability,  How 
many  a  glorious  Catholic k  Forgery  has  been  murdered  by 
making  it  too  Catholick,  that  is,  too  monfirous.  What 
Pity  it  is  there  mould  be  any  Excefs  in  Piety,  and  good 
Works, 

In  the  Time  of  the  late  Rebellion  I  dined  by  Accident 
at  a  Gentleman's  Houfe  in  the  Weft,  who  made  no  fecret 
of  his  being  a  Jacobite,  or,  as  he  explained  it,  a  true 
Churchman.  The  Par/on,  I  found,  was  gone  to  the 
next  Village  to  cater  for  News,  and,  being  impatiently 
expected  by  the  Squire,  arrived  juft  as  we  were  fitting 
down  to  Dinner.  Well,  Doctor,  fays  his  Worfhip,  What 
is  the  Word ?  Mar,  Mar,  Sir,  replied  the  Doctor,  What 
fijould  it  be?  Here  all  the  Family  chuckled,  perceiving 
the  good  Man  had  got  a  Packet  that  pleafed  him.  How- 
ever, before  he  broached  his  befi  News,  he  let  us  know 
that  King  George  (to  whom  he  gave  another  Name  J  had 
got  a  Guard  about  him,  confifting  of five  thou/and Turks, 
and  ten  thou/and  Prcfbyterian  Parfons.  1  hefe  ill  Tidings 
made  Madam  figh  for  the  Church,  and  therefore  the 
Doctor  haftened  to  tell  her  better.  Come,  Madam,  fays 
he,  hold  up,  Day  dawns  in  the  North,  the  brave  Mar  has 
two  hundred  thoufand  Highlanders  well  armed  and  prin- 
cipled, to  Jerve your  Ladyjhip  and  the  Church  ;  and  three 
hundred  and  fo urf core  great 'French  Ships  of  War,  were 
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this  Morning  feen  making  towards  POrtfmoirth.  The  Lat- 
ely thanked  God  with  an  Ejaculation,  and  bis  Ambafjador 
with  a  Glafs  of  Sherry..  He  then  proceeded  to  affure  us,. 
7 hat  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  Army,  had  deferted  to  a  Man, 
and  that  his  Grace  ^  himfelf,  was  fed  in  a  poor.fjhing 
Boat,  to  Greenland,,  or fomewhere  faraway;  that  his 
Majefiy  bad  flole  away  from  St.  James's,  and  was  not  to 
be  found  high  nor  low  *and  that  the  Duke  <?/*Marlborouglv 
bit  his  Thumbs,  and  looked  as  pale  as  AJhes.  This  great 
News  procured  the  Amba/Tador  the  other  Glafs  of  Sherry, 
and  Madam  clapped-  the  other  Cuftard  upon  his  Plate. 
He  then  allured  us,,  of  his  own  Knowledge,  that  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  had  on  fo?ne  Occafion  or  other  given  the 
Earl  of  Stair  a  terrible  Box  on  the  Ear,  and  ordered  him 
to  leave  the  Kingdom  in  three  Hours,  on  pain  of  being  put 
in  the -Stocks,.  J.  brave  Man  this  Duke  of  Berwick,  fays 
a  Booby  at  the  Parfon's  Elbow,  the  Squire's  eldeft  Son. 
Ay,  fays  the  Farfon,  and 

Here  is  to  Berwick  the  bold, 

And  may  his  Grace  live  to  grow  old. 

He  went  on  in  this  Wantonhefs  of  Fanq%  and  lied  andJ 
rhimed  beyond  all  Bounds.    The  Squire  fqueezed  him 
by  the  Hand,  and  put  his  Health  round,  and  I  faw  no- 
thing but  Mirth  and  Gaiety.    For  myfelf,  I  laughed 
with  the  reft,  and  owned  the.  Atnbcffadors  News  to  be 
wonderful  fir  ange.    He  was  afterwards  very  Arch  upon  a 
brace  of  Turks,  and  a. Garden  of  Turnips  that  he  had 
planted  in  his  Majcfty's  Bed-chamber.    But  as  he  was 
going  on  in  his  News  and  Calumny,  zn&  juft  fhipping  off 
the  Royal  Family,  for  whom  he  had  provided  a  Lodging ; 
fomewhere  in  Holland,  an  honeft  Gentleman  came  ia 
with  the  printed  Account  of  both  the  Battle  of  Frejion, , 
and  that  of  Dumblain  ;  for,  living  far  from  a  Poll  Town 
he  had  his  Letters  but  once,  a  Week.    The  Am baffa dor 
was  inftantly  taken  with  an  .  Occafion  to  make  Water, 
and  left  both  his  News  and. his  Cuftard  unnnifhed. .  But 
I  told  the  Gentleman  the.  Wonders  the  Do&or  had  told 
us,  and  he  mewed  us  the  monftrous  impofiibility  of  them  %  • 
which  had  fo  good  an  Effedt,  that  tho'  he  continues  his 
Trade  to  this  Bay,  and  lies  as  fervently  as  ever,  efpecial- 
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ly  from  his  wooden  Sancluary,  yet  the  perverfe  People  un- 
charitably refute  to  be  any  longer  his  Rogues  and  Zealots  & 
whereas  before  this  his  unhappy  Detection  he  could  fet 
them  a  Railing  and  Swearing,  and  Mobbing  at  his  Chri- 
ftian  Pleafure.  It  is  true,  many  of  the  good  Women,  are 
flill  his  Believers-  zndConformifs ;  but  this  is  afcribed  to 
a  Caufe  net  quite  fo  J pi  ritual. 

Take  Warning,  O  Reverend  Ambaffa dors,,  from  the 
forlorn  Mifcarriage  of  this  your  blundering  Brother^who,. 
tranfportcd  with  Orthodox  Zeal,  carried  a  well-meaning 
Lye  beyond  the  Bounds  of  Likelihood,  and  has  thereby, 
utterly  difabled  himfelf  from  ferving  the  Church  and  his 

Order,  as  long  as  he  lives  Better,  oh  better  he  had 

been  a  Bed  that  inaufpicious  Day,  though  with  his  Hand' 
maid  as  ufual. 

Not  fo  the  artful  and  eloquent  Father  Francis,  who 
holds  forth  a  Lye,,  and  weeps  over  a  Lye,  with  a  praife- 
worthy  Cunning  and  Dexterity.  He  drefles  up  the  pretty 
Puppit  fo  amiably,  ail  at  the  Coft  and  Charges  of  his  own 
Fancy,  and  laments  over-it  fo  movingly,  that  there  is  not 
a  dry  Eye,  nor  a  dry  Handkerchief,  in  the  whole  Con- 
gregation. The  Tear$  and  Rage  of  his  Hearers  are  e- 
qually  in  his  Power ;  the  whole  Order  would  no  doubt 
envy  him,  were  he  not,  though  greatly  lewd  an  excellent 
Churchman, 

He  was  once  railing  the  Pity  of  his  Hearers  for  a 
hopeful,  unfortunate  young  Gentleman,  who,  though  born 
to  three  great  E/lates,  was  fo  ill  ufed,  and  perfecutedy  that 
he  had  not  a  Hovel  to  ^utkh  Catholic k  He* dm.  In 
lhort,  he  defcribed  the  poor  Lad's  Circum fiances  fo  art- 
fully, and  lamented  him  fo  pathetically,  that  I  thruft  my 
Hand  into  my  Pocket,  and,  had  the  Pretender  been  with- 
in three  Pews  of  me,  I  mould  infallibly  have  reached 
him  half  a  Crown  ;  a  larger  Charity  than  I  give  to  every 
poor  Body.  I  perceived  the  fame  Sympathy  and  Commi- 
feration  in  the  Looks  of  the  whole  Church. 

On  every  Thirtieth  of  January,  how  many  Butchers 
does  he  fend  Home,,  calling  for  their  Cleavers, ,  to  hew  in 
Pieces  all  the  Prefiyterian  Demons,  that  had  a  Hand  in 
the  Slaughter  of  the  Martyr  !  For  it  is  a  {landing  Maxim 
and  Refolve  amongft  the  Ambajfadors,  that  all  the  Difien- 
te.rs,  who  ever  lived,  or  fhall  live,  to  the  end  of  the 

World. 
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World,  mujl  be  the  individual  Men  that  murdered  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  wiith  their  own  Hands.  Another  Time 
he  gave  us  a  frightf  ul  Image  and  Description  of  Oliver 
Crornvjell's  cTi?ne  ;  but  he  threw  fo  many  Modern  Incidents 
into  the  Character,  that  the  whole  Congregation  miftook 
him  to  mean  the  prefent  Reign,  and  f ,  like  a  Booby  a- 
monglt  the  reft,  was  of  the  fame  Opinion  ;  and  he  put 
me  fo  out  of  Humour  with  the  Court  and  the  Miniftry, 
that  I  {hatched  up  my  Hat  and  Cane,  and  went  directly 
to  expojlulate  with  a  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  dread- 
ful Doings  and  Mif managements  which  Friar  Francis  had 
pointed  at  :  I  likewife  intended  to  admonifh  the  Courtiers 
to  be  ruled  by  the  Clergy,  if  they  expecled  to  prof  per.  But 
when  I  came  to  St,  James's,  I  found  that  Things  had 
quite  another  Face  there,  than  when  they  came  out  of  the 
Mouth  of  Friar  Francis.  So  I  kept  my  Bufinefs  to  my- 
felf,  and  fneaked  off,  warned  however  to  trull  no  more 
to  the  Reprefentations  of  this  Reverend  Father  in  Guile. 

But,  I  hope,  for  the  fake  of  the  Ambaffadors,  no  Bo- 
dy elfe  will  take  the  fame  Pains  to  be  untaught  the  Apo- 
jlolical  Forgeries,  which  their  Excellencies  may  find  it  con- 
venient to  broach  from  Time  to  Time.  Such  a  rafh 

Proceeding  would  utterly  deftroy  the  Credit  of  the  Caffock 
throughout  this  Land.  But  my  hononrable  Friends  know 
themfelves  very  fafe  in  the  conformable  Credulity  of  their 
Hearers :  And  yet  I  muft  ftill  praife  that  wary  Doclor  moji 
who  lies  befl,  that  is,  like  Friar  Francis,  moji  artfully. 
He  well  knows,  that  the  pious  Art  of  Falfhood  is  the  only 
Engine  they  have  left  to  defend  the  Reputation  of  the 
Crape,  and  to  wound  that  of  their  great  Rival for  Power 
the  Government.  He  therefore  manages  with  Care 
and  Art  this  la  ft  Shift. 

I  have  already  given  a  Reafon  fufficient,  why  Oaths 
ought  not  to  Hamflring  the  Ambaffadors,  to  which  I  will 
here  add,  in  Defence  of  the  innocent  bin  of  Perjury,  that 
if  their  univerfal  Cuftom  and  Practice  in  all  Ages,  be  of* 
any  Force,  as  fometimes  Cultom  alone  creates  Law,  then 
here  is  an  Apology,  in  a  few  Words,  for  fuch  G*Wz?* 
Clergymen  as  havejorfwom  to  his  prefent  Majefly  for  the 
Prefervation  of  their  Cupboards  and  Tithes,  of  which  the 
Holy-Church  hath  made  them  Overfeers.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, without  valuable  Confi 'derations,  that  the  confeienti- 

eus 
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eus  Priefts  have  reconciled  themfelves  to  this  innocent  Sin, 
and  in  ad  e  Perjury  the  eajieji  Tajk  under  the  Sun.  Not 
but  that  the  conformable,  good  Creatures  can  abftain  from 
it  (as  much  at  they  are  ufed  to  it)  when  there  is  more  got 

by  NoN  TURING. 

I  knew  the  Ambaffador  of  a  Par  if j  near  the  Bath,  who 
had  for  many  Years  fwornand  praytd  with  con ft ant  Con- 
■fortuity  1  and  enjoyed  his  Living  and  his  Ottober,  without 
theleaft  Tumult  in  his  Confcience,  till  the  beginning  of 
the  late  Rebellion  ;  but  this  fame  Confcience  of  his  (being 
fomething  of  a  Time-fewer)  no  fooner  heard  the  High- 
landers were  rifen,  but  it  began  to  rifetco,  and  gave  the 
Doctor  feveral  Hints,  which  he  thought  were  juft  and 
reafonable.  In  ftiort  it  drew  up  a  remonllrance  to  him  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  if  he  did  but  handle  the  prefent 
Opportunity  welly  he  might  bid  fair  to  git  fomething, 
without  lofing  any  thing.  The  Dotlor  was  ready  to  follow 
the  Advice  of  fo  rational  a  Confcience,  and  fo  pn  tended 
to  quit  his  Parifti,  becaufe  as  he  told  the  People  in  a  dole- 
ful Difcourfe  at  parting,  he  could  not  with  any  Confcience, 
pray  for  a  Prince  who  had  no  Right,  and  fo  forth.  Thus 
the  DoSlor  feemed  to  rifk  a  fmall  Living  for  the  good  of 
his  poor  Soul,  and  a  Deanery  :  And  only  ftemcd,  for  being 
as  cautious  as  he  was  Confcientious,  he  had  his  Church  fup- 
plied  with  a  Deputy  Ambaffador,  vulgarly  called  a  Curate. 
However,  the  Dcclor  enjoyed  the  Honour  and  Character 
of  a  Confef  or  for  a  few  Weeks,  and  then  the  Defeats  of 
Mar  and  Fofter  gave  him  fuch  convincing  Proofs  of  his 
Majtftfs  Right,  that  his  courteous  Confcience,  the  bell  na- 
tured yielding  Thing  alive,  made  him  and  Perjury  cordial 
Fntnds  once  more.  He  took  the  Oaths,  and  kept  his  Pa- 
rilh,  and  prays  now  for  the  Government  with  the  fame 
Sincerity  as  ever. 

Before  I  have  done,  I  mull  have  a  little  Chat  with  my 
Friends,  the  Ambaffadors,  upon  the  Head  of  Politicks  ; 
and  I  cannot  but  conceive  they  are  fomevvhat  too  fickle 
and  changing  in  their  Friend/hip  and  Enmity  to  Princes  and 
States  ;  and  Inconftancy  in  Schemes  is  an  effential  Error 
in  St  at  ef men. 

1  he  Ambaffadors  were,  for  fome  Time,  exceeding  fond 
of  the  late  French  King,  who  indeed  took  prevailing  Me- 
thods to  pleafe  them.    In  the  firft  Place  he  exerted  the 

full 
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full  Prerogative  of  a  Monarch  by  Divine  Right,  Upon  his 
Lay -Subjects,  and  treated  them  as  Slaves,  born  to  breath 
hut  for  his  Pleafure.  Secondly,  He  ftrove  glorioufly,  by 
Frauds  and  Violence,  to  deftroy  the  molt  powerful  and. 
moll  obnoxious  Nejl  of  Republicans  in  the  World,  dull 
Dutch-men,  that  will  be  for  Trade  and  Liberty  of  Con* 
fciencc,  let  our  Clergy  fay  what  they  will  to  the  contrary-*. 
Thirdly  (O  . glorious  Article  !)  He  exercifcd  fuch  whole- 
fome  Severities  on  Diffenters,  that  every  true  Church-man 
ought  to  Worjhip  him  to  ail  Eternity.  And  yet,  after  all 
this  complicated  Merit,  they  withdrew  their  Protection 
from  him,  as  foon  as  he  grew  Friends  with  King  William, 
But  he  -quickly  merited  their  Smiles  i  for  he  bravely 
broke  his  Faith,  and  fell  a  murdering  the  D — d  Dutch 
again:  And  during  the  whole  Co urfe  of  the  War,  they 
continued  to  grieve  for  his  LofTes,  and  to  curfe  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  for  flopping  the  Courfe  of  his  moji  Chrifi- 
an  Cruelties.  But  Mi  they  grumbled  -at  his  Slownefs  m 
lending  them  a  few  Ships  ar.d  Troops  to  do  a  certain  Jobb 
which  they  had  much  at  Heart,  becaufe  it  would  have 
changed  the  ill-contrived  Model  of  our  Laws  and  Religion 
-into  Q.fcrm  more  pleafing  to  them. 

The  Regent  too  was  honoured  with  their  good  Graces^ 
while  he  was  fufpe&ed  of  aiding  the  Rebellion  for  the 
Church  ;  but,  now  it  appears  he  has  no  Spight  againft 
their  Country  and  Conftitution,  they  have  taken  a  mortal 
'■one  at  him. 

Sweden  was  once  the  only  Object  of  their  Affecliort 
and  their  Prayers,  whilft  its  King  was  expe&ed  with  a 
Fleet  and  Army  to  relcue  the  Church,  by  Fire,  and  Sword, 
and  Popery  from  the  Danger  of  a  P  rot  eft  ant  Government. 
But  Sweden  failed  them,  and  prefently 

The  Czar  of  Mufcovy  got  into  their  Favour,  and  it 
was  itrongly  hoped,  that  that  meek  Monarch  would  fet 
Fire  to  the  Nation,  and  help  the  Church  ;  and  though  he 
baulked  them,  the  AmbaJJadors  are  ftill  fond  of  him,  he 
-having,  by  Humanity  to  his  Son,  and  fcveral  others,  Ihewn 
that  he  knows  the  ufe  of  whole  fome  Severities  ;  befides, 
'tis  thought  he  has  no  Good-Will  for  England. 

The  Turk  was  at  one  Time  a  very  popular  Church-Man, 
for  he  was  at  War  with  the  Chriflians,  and  therefore  ■  - 
great  Things  were  expecled  from  him  by  the  Ambaffadors 

for 
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for  the  Prosperity  of  the  Church  :  But  Prince  Eugene,  who 
•is  not  a  good  Church- Mati,  drove  their  Mahometan  Friend 
-back  to  his  Whore-Houfe  again  

Even  the  Emperor  himfelf,  when  he  was  reported  he 
had  given  his  Sifter  to  the  Pretender,  was  honoured  with 
the  Character  of  a  Wellvjijher  to  the  Church  of  England  ; 
.but  that  Lye  net  proving  true,  his  Imperial  Majejiy  loll 
Ground  amongft  the  Ambaffadors,  and  is  at  prefent  in  fuch 
Difgrace  with  thern,  that  nothing,  but  his  going  to  Mafs9 
makes  them  keep  Meafures  with  him. 

The  Dutch  were  ever  the  Objects  of  their  Indignation 
and  utter  Averfion,  but  at  this  prefent  Time,  even  thefe 
Republicans,  and  No-Chriftians,  by  their  Slovjnefs  in  fign- 
ing  the  Quadruple- Alliance,  have  won  the  Hearts  of  our 
Ambaffadors,  and  the  Hogan  Mogans  have  novj  the  good 
Fortune  to  be  deemed  judicious  and  moderate  Schijmaticks  ; 
but  I  nm  in  great  Dread,  that  they  will  very  Jhortly  anger 
the  Church  again. 

But  Par/on  Alberoni,  my  Client,  is,  of  all  the  Potentates 
in  Europe,  the  Pope  himfelf  net  excepted,  their  prefent  Fa- 
vourite and  Darling,  as  I,  though  unworthy,  expect  Toon 
to  be,  for  penning  this  unanfnxerable  Encomium  upon  Him 
>and  Them. 

Their  Love  of  this  Potent,  High  Church-Man,  wha, 
like  another  Cardinal  Laud,  leads  his  Pupil  by  the  Nofe, 
and  the  Purle-Strings,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  their 
Fondnefs  for  V/orks  of  Charity,  to  which,  it  feems,  my 
'Client  fhews  a  nrong  Inclination,  particularly,  in  an  In- 
fiance  or  two  that  cannot  but  pleafe  the  Church, 

We  all  know  there  are  feveral  worthy  Englijh  Gentle- 
men, the  good  Friends  of  our  Ambaffadors,  and  loyal  Suffer- 
ers for  the  Church,  who  live  like  Vagrants  in  Italy,  and 
are  fed  vjith  Crumbs  from  the  Pope  '/  Table.  Now  the 
loving  Cardinal  has,  in  his  Royal  Bounty,  invited  thefe 
pious  P  rot  eft  ants  into  his  Kingdom,  offering  them  a  Mor- 
fel,  and  a  Bed,  though  it  is  feared  the  prefent  Parliament 
hath  taken  fuch  uncatholick  Refolutions  as  may  put  the 
Cardinal's  Majefty  out  of  Humour,  and  tempt  him  U 
change  his  Mind. 

Sir  George  Bing  too  is  never  to  be  forgiven  by  any  Man 
who  wifhes  well  to  the  Church  and  Uniformity,  for  crea- 
ting fuch  a  dangerous  Schifm  in  the  Car  dinal's  Fleet,  who 

were 
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were  too  Orthodox  Catholicks  to  digeft  the  dreadful  Herejy 
of  Prcteftant  Powder  and  Ball. 

It  was  rude  in  St.  George  to  break  the  Heads  of  fo  many 
ci  vil Spaniards,  who  were  Men  of peaceable  Behaviour,  and 
no-ivife  addicted  to  Fighting.  It  is  true  they  afterwards  be- 
haved themfeivcs  like  Heroes,  when  they  re/ought  the 
Englijh  in  the  Marquis  de  Beretti  Land'fs  Papers,  where 
bis  Excellency  has  made  them  mew  the  true  Spanijh  Bra- 
very, by  beating  Sir  George  bravely,  and  running  away 
from  him  bloodily.  And  it  is  plain  to  all  the  World, 
that  they  mewed,  by  a  hold  Flight,  they  fcorned  to  die  to 
pleafe  that  mercilefs  Heretic k. 

I  could  add  many  Particulars  to  illuftrate  the  Worth  of 
my  eminent  Clicni  Par  fen  Alberoni,  whofe  great  Capacity 
to  rule  his  Mafttr  is  vifible  to  Mankind.  I  could  like  wife 
infill  that  he  has  as  good  a  Right  as  any  other  Priefi  or  Vi* 
tar  whatfoever,  to  aft  as  becomes  his  Order ;  by  nou rim- 
ing War  and  Defolation. 

But  I  will  wave  the  Detail  of  thefe  Points,  tho'  there 
is  a  great  deal  in  them,  having  a  grand  "Thing  to  urge  in 
his  Behalf,  which  renders  him  Angularly  Dear  to  all  true 

Church-Mcn  Reader,  a  Word  in  your  Ear  ;  Paribn 

Alberoni  intends  if  King  George  would  but  let  him,  to 
rtjlore  and  the  Church-Lands  j 

O  San  Stum,  feftumq;  diem  /— — — 

Having  left  this  important  Whifper  upon  the  Reader's 
Memory,  1  ihall  fay  no  more. 

N.  B.  Not  one  of  the  numerous  Anfwers  which  will  be 
made  to  this  Apology,  will  be  worth  reading,  But,  at  the 
earneft  Report  of  my  Bookfeller,  I  defign  to  write  and  pub- 
Xifaz Reply  to  myfelf,  which  I  defire  every  Body  to  Buy. 
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An  Apology  for  the  Danger  of  the  Church, 
Proving,  that  the  Church  is,  and  ought 
to  be  always  in  Danger ;  and  that  it 
Toould  be  dangerous  for  her  to  be  out  of 
Danger.  Being  a  Second  Part  of  the 
Apology  for  Parfon  Alberoni.  By  T« 
Gordon,  Efq-> 

Anno  lyiy* 

TH  E  Profpeft  of  doing  great  and  ufeful  A&ions, 
or  the  Confiderarion  of  having  done  them,  muft 
needs  be  Matter  of  Pleafure  and  Triumph  to  a  Mind  ho- 
neftly  ambitious.  It  is  therefore  no  little  Joy  to  me  to 
reflect,  that  I  have  been  a  Perfon  of  notable  Moment 
and  Significance  this  Winter;  by  my  ftrenuous  Defence 
of  High-Church,  and  the  Trade  thereof.  I  have  placed 
its  true  Sons  and  Overfeers  in  a  true  Lighc,  in  which 
every  one  may  behold  them,  and  bsw  down  with  his 
Fsce  to  the  Earth, 

As  all  pious  Deeds  meet  wieh  fome  Reward,  either  in 
the  internal  Satisfaction  of  the  Mind,  or  from  the  Monu- 
ments of  Praife  erected  by  Mankind  to  the  Doer,  I  have 
no  Reafon  to  fay  that  my  late  Apology  went  without  its 
1  Recompence;  fiace  by  it  I  have  gain'd,  what  I  fmcere- 
,  \y  aim'd  at,  to  the  Genuine  Priefhood  all  due  Honour, 

!  -and  to  rnyielf  .    But  it  becomes  me  who  am  but  a 

I  private  Gentlttnan,  to  ferve  my  Country  for  nothing. 

There  is,  however,  fome  good  Fortune  generally  at- 

II  tending  the  brave  Man  who  draws  in  Defence  of  the 
Church.  She  is  a  lucky  old  Body,  and  few  Jir.d  Caufe*to 
repent  of  having  done  her  a  good  Turn.  I  myfeif,  her 
weak  tho'  voluntary  Champion,  am  two  Pair  of  Shoes 
an*!  a  Beaver  the  richer,  for  wearing  out  three  Pen?,  and 
•exhaulling  a  Halfp'worth  of  Ink  in  her  Service,  I  ftili 
Vol.  L  G  want 
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want  a  Sword-knot,  and  a  Tooth- pick. cafe,  which  I 
make  no  Queftion  of  earning  in  a  few  Days  from  the 
Steeple.  I  have  for  that  Purpofe,  at  this  very  Juncture, 
feventeen  Pamphlets  in  my  Head,  all  carved  out  into  pro- 
per Method  and  Paragraphs,  and  ten  of  them  are  already 
fold  to  my  Bookfeller,  who  purchafes  my  Brains  at  fo 
much  a  Sheet.  I  would  willingly  fell  him  the  other 
ieven,  and  throw  two  or  three  little  ones  into  the  Bar- 
gain ;  but  he  (hakes  his  Ears,  and  feems  to  fay,  he  has 
*Vtnturd  enough  already. 

In  this  Manner  is  my  pregnant  Head  become  an  Of- 
fice  of  Wit  and  Manufcripts,  to  be  employed  wholly  in 
the  Interred  of  the  Sacred  Brood  of  Aaron. 

Purfuant  to  this  I  have  a  Project  now  on  Foot,  which, 
if  duly  encouraged,  will  tend  to  the  univerfal  Credit  and 
Emolument  of  this  difireffd  Church.  In  mort,  it  is  my 
Purpofe  to  expo'fe  my  Head.,  -and  the  Furniture  thereof, 
to  Sale  by  Auction,  at  St.  Paul's  Chapter-houfe,  on  the 
20th  of  May  next ;  at  which  Time  and  Place,  1  do  here- 
by humbly  hope  and  beg,  the  Prefence  and  Encourage- 
ment of  iili  the  Reverend  Zealots  within  this  Pvealm.  The 
Particulars  are  as  follows. 

A  CATALOGUE 

Cf  unborn  Pamphlets,  and  Satires,  to  be  publihVd  as 
foon  as  they  are  brought  forth,  for  the  Benefit  of  our 
Mather-Church,  and  her  hopeful  Boys,  the  Parfons. 

Imprimis,  The  Nature  and  Necefftty  of  an  Ecclefjafli- 
cal  Delirium,  or  the  Art  of  holy  Foaming.  Written  in 
the  Scile  of  the  eloquent  Dr.  Sacheverel. 

2.  The  holy  Monopoly  ;  or  a  new  Conveyance  of  an 
old  Grant,  fign'd  and  feaPd  above  ;  proving  the  Clergy 
to  be  the  natural  Lords  of  all  the  Women  and  Land  m 
Great  Britain,  and  the  rightful  Occupiers  of  both,  in 
Spite  of  all  Lay   and  Rent-Rolls  whatfoever. 

A  valuable  Pamphlet ! 

3.  The  Tribe  of  Ifachar;  or  an  Argument  to  prove 
tlrat  the  Laity  have  a  Right  to  no  Liberty,  but  that  of 
being  Slaves  to  the  Clergy.  To  which  is  added,  An 
Appendix,  proving,  that  the  Parfons  ought  to  govern 
the  World. 

4.  The 
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4.  The  Modern  Paradox ;  or  a  Demonftration  that 
tlngodlinefs  may  be  orthodox,  and  a  good  Life  damna- 
ble. The  whole  being  intended  for  a  Defence  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Sacheverel)  and  a  Reproof  to  Mr.  Wbiflon*. 

5.  The  Truth  of  Contradiction  ;  or  Church- Arithme- 
tick,  demonftrating,  That  three  is  one,  and  one  is  three. 

6.  The  Unreafonablenefs  of  undemanding  the  Scrip* 
ture. 

7.  The  abfolute  Neceffity  of  undemanding  our  Duty 
to  the  Clergy. 

8.  The  Innocence  of  Perjury  and  Rebellion,   ok  ok* 

Side. 

9.  A  plain  Proof  that  Laymen  may  lawfully  commit 
Sin,  if  they  will  pay  for  it^  and  kneel  for  Pardon  to  the 
Clergy. 

There  are  feveral  more  MSS.  of  the  like  Nature  and 
Tendency,  which  may  be  feen  at  the  Place  of  Sale,  with 
the  Price  mark'd  upon  them. 

I  have  already  confefled-,  that  my  humble  Attempts 
to  ferve  the  Church  have  not  altogether  miffed  their  Re- 
ccm pence;  and  if  the  late  blejfed  Martyr,  Jemmy  Shep- 
heid,  with  fome  other  orthodox  Gentlemen,  who  fought 
and  were  hang'd  for  the  Church,  did  not  fare  fo  mer- 
rily, it  was  be  auie  the  Clergy  were  not  confulted  and 
they'd,  as  queftioniefs  they  ought  to  have  been.  But 
thus  it  will  ever  be,  while  the  King  and  Parliament  are 
Juffer^d  to  a£t  independe?iily  on  the  Convocation. 

Since  therefore  I  have  fuccecded  in  my  honeft  Endea- 
vours, to  fet  up  the  Parfons  as  the  Idols  of  the  Uni* 
verfe,  1  canftot,  in  Gratitude  to  them  and  myfelf,  for- 
bear purfuing  my  Blow,  till  I  have  fatiated  their  holy 
Leachery,  an!  Mr.  Lsfie's  Prophecy*  by  perfuading 
Mankind,  to  fall  down  before  the?nb  with  their  Faces  to 
the  Earth,  and  lick  up  the  Bufl  'of  their  Feet,  And  when 
I  have  once  ablig'd  the  Lay  Gib  cc  nit  a  to  be  as  refpeti- 
ful  and  miferable  as  becomes  them,  the  Clergy  and  I 
will  fit  down  together,  and  facriiice  to  Wine  and  To- 
bacco. 

In  the  mean  while  it  ft&ll  be  my  prefent  Talk  to  con- 
found Gainfaycrs,  by  proving,  That  the  Church  is,  and 
G  z  might 
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mght  to  be  in  Danger ,  and  that  it  ivould  be  dangerous 
for  her  to  be  out  of  Danger. 

But  before  I  proceed,  I  muft,  for  my  own  Security 
from  Cavillers,  and  for  the  greater  Clearnefs  of  my  Dif- 
ceurfe,  fettle  the  Idea  which  I  and  all  Men  ought  to 
have  of  the  Church,  by  defining  the  Word.  The  Church 
then,  is  a  fable  Society  of  Gentlemen,  wearing  broad  Hats 
and  deep  Garments  ;  who  ppjefs  great  Part  of  the  Wealth 
and  Power  of  the  W orld,  and  would  have  All,  as  a  Re- 
ward fcr  keeping  Mankind  in  decent  Ignorance  and  Bon~ 
dage. 

And  now  I  enter  upon  my  Defign,  with  great  Ala- 
crity of  Heart, 

I  own  the  Gofpel  makes  this  Story  of  the  Church's 
Danger  a  meer  Fable ;  but  be  it  alfo  kno\vn,  that  tho* 
eur  Saviour  fays  the  Gates  of  Hell  mail  not  prevail  a- 
gainft  it,  our  Parfons  will  not  take  his  Word  for  it.  I 
am  forry  with  all  my  Heart,  for  the  great  Mifunder- 
*  {landing,  and  Difference  which  there  are  between  Jefus 
Chrift  and  his  Ambaffadors,  almoft  in  every  Point  of 
Belief  and  Practice  ;  and,  I  confefs,  it  is  very  odd,  that 
th« y  who  pretend  all  their  Power  to  be  from  him,  mould 
not  credit  his  moft  folemn  Promifes ;  but  I  fee  no  Reme- 
dy for  thefe  Things. 

I  that  am  a  Layman,  find  great  Comfort  in  being  a 
Chriftian  ard  a  Believer ;  and  particularly  1  am  fo 
much  of  a  Heretick,  as  to  think,  that  when  our  Savi- 
our fa  id,  his  Father  was  greater  than  he,  he  did  not 
tell  a  Word  of  a  Lie ;  1  know  his  Ambaffadors  are 
of  another  Opinion ;  but  I  have  Faith  in  Chriit  Je- 
fus. 

'  The  Danger  of  the  Church  comes  from  divers  Caufes, 
the  principal  of  which  I  fhall  reckon  up. 

And  firft,  common  Senfe  and  Sobriety  are  great  Ene- 
mies to  the  Church.  While  Folks  are  fober  and  ^ratio- 
nal, they  can  fee  about  them,  and  want  that  large  Com- 
petency of  Blindnefs  which  fo  eminently  qualifies  a  Man 
for  a  good  Churchman.  So  long  as  they  are  deftitute 
of  that  Title  to  Orthodoxy,  they  will  be  attending  to 
the  Means  of  their  own  Intereft  and  Safety,  than 
which  no  greater  Rubs  can  Lv  thrown  in  the  Prieft- 
fcoocTs  Way, 

Nat 
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Not  many  Years  ago,  when  we  were  beating  our 
Enemies,  and  deiending  ourfelves  and  Europe  from 
Chains;  when  Succefs  and  Reputation  attended  us  a- 
broad,  and  we  flourifrfd  in  Peace  and  Security  at  home  >■ 
an  ignorant  Perfon  would  think  we  were  a  happy  Peo- 
ple, and  indeed  we  were  fo  :  But  what  then?  Our  Hap- 
pinefs,  Virtue,  and  Concord,  were  not  only  utterly  in- 
confiftent  with  the  Welfare  of  the  Church  ;  but  put  it 
into  terrible  Danger :  And  therefore  all  her  true  Son? 
bent  their  whole  Might  and  Zeal  to  relieve  her  by  di~ 
{trading  the  Nation  ;  and  their' pious  and  fiery  Endea- 
vours, at  lait,  made  the  People  mad,  and  the  Church 
fafe.  Its  Itrongeft  Votaries,  the  ingenious  Vulgar,  drank 
away  their  Reafon  and  Humanity,  and  committed  Blood- 
Hied  and  Blatphemy,  every  where,  for  the  Church,  with 
va'il  Zeal  and  Succefs  ;  and  the  Church  gather'd  moil 
Strength  when  Religion  and  Reafon  had  leaft.  As  for 
rhofe  Fanatical  iober  Rogues,  that  kept  their  Senfes, 
they  were  devoutly  knock'd  down  by  thofe  who  were 
fo  orthodox  as  to  have  none.  At  this  blejfed  Juncture 
the  Clergy  had  the  Happineft  to  fee  more  Blood  and 
Beer  drawn  for  the  Church,  than  ever  had  been  before 
on  any  Occafion  whatfoever.  And  it  is  always  an  in- 
fallible Sign  of  the  Church's  Health  and  Profperity, 
when  the  Bufinefs  of  Excifemea  and  Surgeons  increafes 
beyond  meafure; 

It  will  fall  naturally  under  this  Head,  to  obferve  who 
are  the  Church's  beft  and  ftancheft  Friends. 

And  in  the  firft  Place,  there  are  many  Noble  Lords, 
who  are  bom  Friends  to  the  Church,  and  live  and  die  ia 
that  Friendlhip.  There  is  the  little  Lerd  Apemore,  who 
has  beftow'd  his  whole  Heart  upon  Parfons  and  Race- 
Horfes.  He  knows  nothing  elfe,  and,  happily  for  the 
Church,  cares  for  nothing  elfe.  He  feems,  with  St, 
Francis,  to  be  an  implacable  Foe  to  all  human  Know- 
ledge and  Charity  ;  but  he  can  fay  the  Athanafean 
Creed,  drink  Damnation  to  the  Whigs,  and  is  upon  the 
whole  a  com  pleat  Churchman.  Lord  Apemore  was  once 
Drinking  a  Health  to  his  Horfe  Frederick,  and  among 
thofe  who  heard  it,  it  went  round ;  but  when  it  came 
toihe  Turn  of  a  Whig  in  Company  to  drink,  he  being 
thick  of  Hearing,  miftook,  and,  throwing  up  his  Hat 
G  3  with 
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with  loyal  Noife  aftd  Affeclion,  drank  Prince  Frederic L 
Upon  which  the  Peer,  riling  from  his  Seat,  Dam  mc% 
Sir,  what  cTyc  mean,  Sir?  Dam  me,  Sir,  dye  know 
where  you  are,  Sir  ?  Dam  me,  Sir,  <zve  know  no  Prince 
Frederick  here,  Sir  ;  and  Dam  me,  Sir,  we  are  drink* 
mg  abetter  Mans  Health,  Sir.  This  excellent  Speech 
has  gained  his  Lordfhip  the  Reputation  of  a  Wit,  and 
a  brave  Man,  among  all  the  Parfons  and  'Squires  round 
the  Country. 

Corfu/us  is  another  right  Honourable  Perfon,  who  has 
been  a  true  Churchman  from  his  Cradle.  To  a  Gontuf* 
fion  in  that  Machine  it  is  thought  he  is  indebted  for  his. 
Orthodox  Principles,  and  his  Security  from  the  dange- 
rous Influence  of  human  Reafon.  I  could  give  ample 
Proofs  of  this,  but  his  Lordihip  through  the  whole 
Co.arfe  of  his  Life  has  done  it  to  my  Hand.  He  makes 
a  joke  of  the  King's  Title,  and  of  his  own  Oath  to 
maintain  it  ;  he  is  as  honourably  ignorant  as  becomes 
3  Great  Perfonage  and  a  true  Churchman,  and  he  ne- 
ver goes  to  Bed  without  fvvallowing  eight  Quarts,  and 
as  many  Thoufand  Oaths.  Let  the  World  judge  if  this 
Man  be  not  a  cordial  and  approved  Friend  to  the  Hie- 
rarchy. 

The  Lord  Syntax  is  pad  Forty,  and  has  all  the  Rules 
of  Grammar  by  Heart ;  but  notwithfhmding  this  great 
Accom]4inii¥ient,  fieCmvl  is  not  yet  taken  off  his  Face, 
snd  he  is  iliil  a  Minor.  But  being  a  Babe  in  com- 
mon Scnfe,  he  is  confequently  a  refolute  High  Church- 
man. 

Lord  Gemini  does  like  wife  demand  honourable  Men- 
tion on  this  Occafion.  Nature  was  very  negligent  when 
ihe  made  this  Great  Man,  for  he  is  an  unjmijfrd  Piece  of 
brown  Ear;'\  and  his  Mind  (if  he  has  one)  tallies  ex- 
actly to  his  Outfxde.  He  cannot  fliut  his  Mouth,  nor 
hold  his  Tongue.  However,  half  made  as  he  is,  he  is 
full  of  bright  Zeal  ;  and,  when  he  is  in  the  Houfe,  he 
ftetfn  to  mean  feveral  Speeches  for  the  Church,  but  no 
Mortal  is  fo  well  bred  as  to  hear  him  *•  And  yet,  his 
Mouth,  as  1  faid,  being  always  ready  open,  he  pro- 
ceeds eternally. 

I  confefs,  that  Earl  Taiwan,  though  he  is  a  Church- 
man, wants  two  effential  Qualifications  for  that  Charac- 
ter ; 
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fen  He  has  Senfe,  and  he  is  never  drunk.  But,  quoth 
Cato,  who  had  not  a  due  Refpeft  for  Priefhood  and  Ty- 
ranny: Solus  Ctefar  o-d  cjertcndam  Rempublicam  fobrius 
advenit.  To  be  juil  to  Earl  fa/man,  I  grant  he  was 
twice  a  Whig  upon  valuable  Confederations,  and  once  out 
of  a  Pique.  But  at  prefenthe  is  a  great  Churchman,  be- 
caufe  he  has  not  a  proper  Reaibn  to  beotherwife. 

Lord  Sou  ling-Green  is  no  Fool  neither,  nay  he  was 
a  Wit  and  a  Writer  during  the  Life  of  a  great  Poet, 
whofe  Death  had  fuch  an  EtFecl  upon  hirn,  that  he  has 
not  writ  a  Line  fince.  But,  though  the  Peer  has  Senfe, 
yet  it  happens  fo  oddly,,  that  he  is  a  true  Churchman. 
But  malicious  People  pretend  to  give  you  a  Reafon  for 
it,  by  alledging  that  he  leans  towards  Infidelity.  If  this 
be  true,  the  Thing  is  not  at  all  flrange. 

I  was  going  on  with  my  Characters  of  this  Sort,  but 
I  mull  remember  that  I  have  not  now  Time  to  write 
«  Folio. 

From  what  has  been  MA,  I  hope  it  is  evident,  why 
moll  of  our  Rural  Squires  and  Purfuers  of  Foxes  are  ex- 
cellent High  Churchmen.  Thefe  married  Minors  are  all 
under  the  Dominion  of  their  Wives  and  the  Parfons,  who 
regale  one  another  with  Caudle  and  Orthodoxy,  and  fo. 
forth,  and  govern  thefe  fimple  Vehicles  of  Wormip  and 
NeunShfe,  ftuu  m&&*  ;l^ir  Heart*  and  their  Heads  into 
what  Faith  and  Figure  they  pleafe.  And  it  mull  be  ac- 
knowledged, to  the  Honour  of  thefe  genuine  Gent t ''cm en% 
that  they  have  an  admirable  Knack  at  P uniting  Ortho- 
doxy in  all  its  Branches \  where  ever  they  come. 

Andrew  la  fool,  Efq;  keeps  fpecial  Beer,  and  has  a 
Wife  who  loves  the  Church  and  all  its  T ackle.  Andrew 
never  dines  without  feven  Parfons  at  his  Elbow. 

Squire  Toby  lived  in  a  married  State  nine  Years  with- 
out IfTue  ;  he  at  length  took  a  Chaplain  into  his  Houfo, 
and  now  his  Wife  is  with  Child.  Seey  fays  Toby,  the 
Blefjing  that  attends  the  keeping  cf  a  Clergyman  in  onexs 
Houft  !  And  yety  but  to  pleafe  my  Wife,  I  had  not  done 
it, 

I  am  far  from  being  furpriz'd  that  our  Rural  Mem- 
bers vote  on  all  Occafions  for  the  Church.    Is  not  filial 
Duty  a  potent  Reafon  ?   And  is  there  no  Gratitude,  nor 
A.ffe&ion,  due  to  the  good  Men  who  brought  them  pro- 
G  4  bab.ly 
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bably  into- World,  and  certainly  into  the  Houfe  :  For,  ou? 
Country  Candidates  have  an  Agent,  to  be  fure,  if  not  a 
Father,  in  every  Parifh  in  the  County,  who  carries  all 
the  Votes  in  the  Village  under  his  Girdle, 

Nor  are  thefe  Sons  of  the  Caffock,  laft  mentioned, 
any  more  rebellious  in  their  Capacity  than  in  their  Incli- 
nations. Their  pious  and  convenient  Ignorance  is  a  cer- 
tain  Pledge  for  their  Zeal,  and  thefe  two  are  perpetually 
cf  a  Size.       1  ' 

As  to  the  Behaviour  and  Practice  of  thefe  Levitical 
Cubs,  it  is  the  eafieft  Ta(k  in  the  World  ;  Vbeir  wboU 
Buftnefs  is  to  be  drunk  and  Orthodox, 

Having  now  (hewn  why  fo  many  Lords  and  Commons 
are  true  Church-men,  I  need  fay  nothing  of  the  Rabble, 
fince  they  are  fo  for  the  fame  Beafon,  and  therefore  'tis 
no  wonder  the  Church  has  fuch  a  Majority  amongft  them. 
The  Church  if  the  Mob  forfakeit,  is  undone. 

Hence  it  is  that  for  good  and  pious  Ends  I  have,  as 
Council  fop  the  Clergy,  drawn  the  following  Deed  of 
Conveyance,  which,  I  do  not  doubt,  will  be  readily  %n~ 
td  and  fealed  by  the  Parties  concerned.  The  Purport 
of  it  is  to  enrich  the  Church-Interefl  with  a.  Multitude  of 
Perfons  whom  the  Whigs  may  well  fpare. 

"  Whereas  there  are  divers  and  fundry  well-meaning 
**  ignorant  Perfpns  in  this  Land,  who  call  themfelve* 
**  U  bigs,  and  yet  want  the  necelfary  Marks  and  Qualifi- 
fi  cations  belonging  to  that  Character,  which  is  main?- 
"  tained  by  a  good  Under  ft  andivg,  and  by  a  fenxtrful 
*'  Lo<ve  for  Truth  and  Liberty^  and,  in  general,  byajvft 
f*  Strife  of 'Things;  And  whereas  the  aforefaid  good  and 
4<  fenflefsPerfons  do  originally  and  naturally  belong  to  the 
c<  Clafs  of  true  Cburcb  men,  whofe  Caufe  has  from  the 
beginning  been  fuppcrted  by  Number  and Ncnfnfe  ; 
"  Wre  therefore  who  e  Names  are  hereunto  fubferibed, 
**  taking  into  our  re-  ctr  Confederation  the  Jntereft  of  the 
*■*  Clergy,  do.  as  Reprefentativ.es  of  the  whole  Body  of 
*'  Whigs  in  Great  Britain^  by :  thefe  Prefects  renounce, 
**  releafe,  and  foV  ever  quit  our  Claim,  to  all  Eocbr 
lf  ies,  and  Idiots  who  may  'have  run  blindly  imo 
*'  our  Party  ;  And  we  do  hereby  freely,  and  of  our  own 
"  meer  Motion,  refign  and  make  over  the  faid  Fools  and 
"  Naturals  unto  the  High  Church  of  England,  whofe 

"  proper 
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*  proper  Goods  and  Chatties  they  are,  the  faid  Church 

«'  knowing  full  well  how  to  apply  the  Blindnefs  and 

•*  Stupidity  of  them  the  faid  AiTes  to  admirable  and 

"  Orthodox  Ends  and  Purpotes,  Witnefs  our  Hands, 

A*  B.  cum  Sod  is  fuis% 

Ihavebutone  Scruple  upon  my  Confcience  in  relation 
to  this  Grant  of  mine  in  behalf  of  theChnrch.  I  doubt 
it  will  obftruct  the  Bill  for  Preventing  the  Growth  of 
Peerage,  if  ever  it  mould  come  in  again:  And,  on  the 
contrary,  make  many  new  Creations  neceiTary  to  fill  up 
the  Vacancies  it  will  occalion.  But  let  our  Superiors 
look  to  that.  The  Church  in  the  mean  while  ought  to 
pray  fervently  for  Succefs  to  fuch  a  Bill ;  for  if  it  pafs, 
J  will  be  bold  to  prophefy,  that  fifty  Years  hence  the 
whole  Hou/e,  at  leaft  a  "great  Majority,  will  he  genuine 
Church-men  ;  unlefs  the  i.ime  be  firit  rendered  intirely 
empty  by  a  rigorous  Execution  of  this  my  Conveyance 

Another  traiterous  Enemy  to  the  Church  hath  been  the 
Weather. 

When  that  remarkable  Phenomenon  appeared  about  three 
Years  fince,  every  one  that  had  Orthodox  Eyes  faw  Armies 
and  Champions  in  the  Air,  brandifiiing  their  Broad 
Swords,,  and  threatning  prefent  Death  and  Deitruclion  to 
all  Fanaticks  and- Low  Church-men  4-  yet  fo  it  ihamefully- 
happens,  that  that  Caravan  of  Tory-Clouds  has  neither 
brought  over  the  Pretender,  nor  ftruck  any  other  Blow  on 
the  Church's  fide. 

The.  Wind. likewife  plaid  the-Truant  from  the  Church,, 
and  in  fpight  of  the  Prophefies  and  Prayers  of  all  the 
Parfons  and  other  old  Women  in  the  Nation,.  Sir  George 
Binges -Fleet  was  not  funk.  One  would  naturally  take- 
the  Sea,  by  its  Noife.  and  Roaring ,  to  be  an  Orthodox. 
Perfon  ;  bat,  by  its  late  great  Civilities  to  our  Ships,  it 
feems  to  have  quite  deierted.  theChurch-Intereft,  and, 
tacked  about  to  the  Whigs; 

I  happened  to  be  down  in  EJfcx  about  the  time  when 
Sir  John  Norris  was  lent  into  the  Baltick  to  detain  the 
moderate  and  pious  King  of  Sweden  from  that  Expedition, 
from  which  our  Church  expected  great  Salvation,  as  the 
Reverend  Mr,  T  zealouflv  phras'd  it,  and  on 

G  5      i  Sun.ty 
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Sunday  I  went  to  Church.  Our  Parfon,  after  taking  his 
Text,  and  making  a  Flourifh  or  two  about  the  Meaning 
cf  it,  told  us,  that  tho"  the  Doom  denounced  againil  the 
Ships  of  Tarjhifo  and  the  ISLES,  was  an  old  Prophefy, 
it  might  probably,  nay  it  did  certainly  extend  much 
further,  and  we  were  encouraged  to  hope  great  Effects 
from  it,  in  this  our  Day.  You  Jball  fee,  fays  he,  and 
1  fpeak  it  from  the  Mouth  cf  lnfpiration  itfeif,  you 
ft) all  fuddenly  fee  the  Wonders  of  the  Lord  in  the  Deep. 
Can  the  Almighty  profpcr  thofe  Ships  that  are  the  Bulwarks 
of  Ufurpation,  Commonwealths  a?id  Schifm  ?  No,  he  can- 
not, he  muft  not,  if  he  be  true  to  his  own  Wordy  if  he  has 
any  Regard  for  his  own  Church  and  People.  His  whole 
Sermon  was  to  the  like  Purpofe,  and  he  feemed  to  have 
strong  and  Chrifiian  Hopes  that  our  Navy  would  perifh. 
But  notwithstanding  that  he  preached  and  foamed  with 
wonderful  Zeal,  and  vented  great  Eloquence  and  Spit- 
tle ;  and  notwithilanding  that  he  threatened  the  Lord,  if 
he  did  not  grant  a  Tempeft  ;  and  the  People,  if  they 
did  not  pray  for  it ;  yet  neither  God  nor  the  Weather 
obey'd  him,  and  Sir  John  and  his  Squadron  went  in 
Safety. 

In  fliort,  there  has  not  been  a  Blaft  of  Wind,  or  a 
Shower  of  Rain  thefe  five  Years,  but  what  has  been 
drawn,  Head  over  Heels,  into  the  Party  and  Intereft  of 
the  Church.  It  thundered  for  the  Church,  and  fnowed 
for  the  Church,  and  froze  for  the  Church.  And  yet  the 
Whigs  who  have  got  all  the  Money  in  the  Nation,  have 
fo  bribed  the  Elements,  that  they  have  quite  forfook  the 
Catholick  Caufe.  We  had  lait  Summer,  very  hot  Wea- 
ther, wheh  in  the  Opinion  of  all  the  Orthodox,  boded 
nothing  lefs  to  the  Nation,  than  a  general  Famine  and 
Peftilence,  for  the  Martyrdom  of  the  blejfed  Martyr,  and 
the  keeping  out  of  the  Pretender.  But  thefe pefilential 
Friends  of  the  Church,  though  earneltly  wifhed  for,  and 
positively  foretold,  have  not  done  the  Church  the  lead 
Service,  by  laying  wafte  their  native  Country.  How 
often  was  the  King's  Army  to  have  been  frozen  up  in 
Gotland,  during  the  late  Rebellion,  and  moft  of  the  Par- 
ions  in  the  Kingdom  had  pawn'd  their  Word  and  Faith 
.ipon  it.  But  in  the  Lffue,  neither  the  Froft  nor  the  Snow 
he Ip'd  the  Church  and  the  Pretender. 
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In  M  Autumn  Word  was  brought  to  the  Parfon  of  a 
certain  Parifh,  that  fuch  a  Boy  in  the  Village  was  juft 
then  killed  with  Thunder  and  Lightning.  Is  he  ?  fays 
the  Parfon,  it  is  what  I  always  foretold,  that  that  Boy 
would  come  to  a  di final  End,  for  he  went  conftantly  to  a 
fanatick  Conventicle  ;  and  neither  I  nor  his  School-mafer 
could  diffwade  him  from  it.  Ay,  but  Sir,  replied  the 
MelTenger,  who  brought  the  Do&or  thefe  glad  Tidings, 
Gaffer  Pitchfork  is  murdered  too,  with  thick  fame  toady 
Clap  of  Thunder,  and  you  do  know,  Sir,  he  was  a  Main 
Man  for  the  Church 9  and  fought  bravely  for  -putting  up  thg 
Maypole.  At  this  the  Doctor  fcratch'd  his  Head,  and 
faid,  //  £f  appointed  to  all  Men  once  to  die. 

My  Landlady  at  Hartly  Row,  who  is  a  good  Church- 
woman,  and  very  great  with  the  Parfon  of  the  Parifn,  is 
well  afTured,  that  the  late  Meteor  is  a  vifible  Judgment 
upon  us,  for  our  putting  down  the  Convocation,  as  fhe  calls  it, 
I  hope,  when  his  Majefty  hears  this,  he  will  fummon  the 
Parfons  again  to  fave  us  from  Comets  and  Lightning,  and 
to  rebuke  the  Nation  once  more  for  Infidelity,  in  not  be- 
lieving in  them,  and  aJfo  to  convince  the  Bifhcp  of  Ban- 
gor, by  cenfuring  him. 

What  Pity  is  this,  that  neither  the  Clouds,  nor  the 
Sun,  nor  the  Moon,  nor  the  Stars,  nor  any  %hing  a- 
hove  them,  can  be  brought  to  favour  the  Caufe  oi  the 
Church  ! 

Providence  is  kkewife,  I  fear,  become  an  Enemy  to 
High-Church  ;  for  it  difappoints  her  on  aty  Occafions. 

At  a  Time  when  her  Foundations*  feem'd  to  be  laid 
deep,  and  her  Defigns  ripe  for  Execution,  on  an  unlucky 
Firft  of  Auguft,  the  Church's  Nurfe  died,  and  the  Babe 
fainted.  All  the  holy  Treachery  and  Violence,  ufed  theri 
by  the  Church's  Friends,  and  all  their  feafonable  Viola- 
tions of  Treaties  and  Oaths,  were  for  that  Bcmt  utterly 
loft,  and  their  Conscience  and  Honefty  thrown  away  to 
no  Purpofe. 

This  was  an  unkind  Difcourtefy,  which  1  fear  they 
will  never  forgive,  and  yet  in  about  a  Year  s  Time  af- 
terwards, the  Church  was  play'd  another  ilippery  Trick* 
as  bad  as  the  former,  by  the  removing  out  of  this  mortal 
Life  a  Monarch  who  was  Champion  and  Glad.^ior  in 
chief  for  our  Orthodox  Clergy. 

Relying 
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Relying  on  the  Faith  of  Treaties  abroad,  and  the  Ob- 
ligation of  Oaths  at  home,  we  were  quite  deftitute  of  For- 
ces, when  the  late  Earl  of  Mar  by  rebelling  againft  his 
Maker  and  his  King,  in  Favour  of  Popery  and  the  Church; 
became  the  Darling  of  our 'genuine  Par/ons,  who  prefently 
voted  him  a  righteous  Tuftrurnent  in  the  Hand  of  Prcvi* 
dence,  to  bring  in  the  Pretender,  and  refcue  them  from  the 
infupportable  Ties  of  Faith  and  Morality,,  a  Burthen 
*<.  hich  neither  they  nor  their  Predccejjors  ever  would  bear, 
Txiid  it  muft  be  owned,  they  had  then  a  tempting  Oppor- 
tunity to  avow  pub'ickly  their  long  and  conftant  Perjury 
and  Expectations,  without  any  apparent  Danger  of  tem- 
poral Lofs  (a  Confideration  always  uppermoft  with  them) 
and  yet  they  were  fo  cautious  as  only  to  mutter  their 
Hopes  privately  to  all  the  World. 

J  he  fame  French  Forces  which  had  folong  contended 
the  Prize  with  all  Europe,  had  now  nothing  eife  to  do  but 
to  break  the  Peace,  and  pleafe  the  Parfons,  and  replant 
Tyranny  and  Roman  Orthodoxy  amongft  us. 

Here  was  now  a  pleating  Profpect  for  the  Church,  Mar 
had  a  large  .Army  of  invincible  Highlanders ;  a  form  id  a- 
b'e  nvafion  from  abroad  daily  threatened  us  ;  we  had 
Tumults,  Madnefs,  Confufion  and  DifafTeclion  in  every 
Pariih  in  the  Nation,  and  in  every  County  a  Rifing  was 
feared  and  expecled  ;  and  in  fhort  things,  were  running 
into  a  total  DifTolution.  So  much  had  our  peaceful 
Clrrgy  done,  and  fo  much  had  they  to  hope  from  their 
own  Doings.  The  Church  was  very  cock-a-hoop,  and 
held  up  its  Head  and  crowed.  By  their  Behaviour  and 
Aflurance,  I  dare  pronounce  that  thefe  pious  Peacc-makers 
and  Ambaffadors  of  the  meek  Jefus,  would  not  have  taken 
a  Compofition  of  three  Parts  of  the  Church-Lands  for  their 
Hopes  of  the  Pretender  and  the  whole.  They  were  even 
lure  of  their  Point. 

There  is  a  Parfon  in  Somerfetjhire  (to  name  no  more) 
who  from  the  Revolution  had  raved  every  Sunday  with 
great  Zeal  and  Devotion  againft  Foreigners.  He  had 
iworn  to  King  William,  and  hated  him,  and  fpread  the 
fame  Hatred  through  the  whole  Parifh,  every  one  of 
whom  he  had  debauched  with  Drunkennefs  andDifloyal.- 
ry.  Upon  his  Majefty's  AccelTion,  he  likewife  fvvore  to 
him  and  abufed  him,  renewing  with  greater  Virulence  than 

ever 
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ever  his  Imprecations  upon  Foreigners.  In  one  of  his 
Sermons  he  had  this  Expreflion  ;  Supfofe  the  Time  Jhould 
come  when  we  Jhall  have  a  King  that  does  not  under jland 
the  Common  Prayer  <ivhat  think  we  will  become  of  the  pcor 
Church  ?  This  excellent  Chriitian,  when  he  thought  the 
Invafion  and  Defoiation,.  which  he  had  long  wifhed  to  his 
native  Country,  were  at  hand,  began  to  tell  his  People, 
that  there  was  a  wide  Difference  betwcem  fame  Foreigners 
and  others ,  and  that  as  they  ought  to  abhor,  and  even  de- 
jtroyrfuch  of  them  as  were  the  open  or  fecret  Enemies  of  the 
Chunk,  jo  it  was  their  Duty  to  honour  and  entertain,  and 
wen  to  divide  their  Subfiance  with  fuch  Foreigners  as  came 
to  fave  it.  This  was  Hint  enough,  and  the  Do&rine  was 
fo  clear,  that  a  pretty  young  Girl  afked  her  Mother,  who 
had  as  much  Knowledge  as  her  felf,  Whether  thefe  brave 
Outlandrjh  Men  would  marry  with  us  poor  Englijb  Folks  f 

With  iiich  fort  of  Management  it  is  no  wonder  that 
the  poor  Orthodox  Vulgar  are  worked  up  into  the  great- 
eit  credulity  and  Rage.  I  have  met  with  fome  of  them 
who  thought  it  no  Sin  to  murder  the  Hanoverians,  fo  that 
they  faid,  they  were  Men-Eaters  :  And  when  I  afked, 
them  how  they  came  to  know  fo  much  of  the  Ramvcri* 
ansy  they  anfwered,  Qb>  our  Parfon  has  told  us  enough  of 
they.  Nayr  fome  of  them  believe  that  his  Majefcy  eat  up 
all  the  Children  he  ever  had,  except  the  Prince,  and  they 
pretend  to  tell  you  how  His  Ro^al  Highnefs  was  faved 
from  the  fame  Fate. 

f  o.  fome  of  the  Clergy  alone  appertains  the  facred 
Right  of  doing  well  by  deceiving,  and  of  promoting  Ru- 
in, Ignorance  and  War  for  the  Profperity  of  the  Church  ; 
and  fuch.  are  the 'Men  whom  the  Nation  pays  to  propa- 
gate Truth  and  Morality,  and  maintain  Peace. 
.  I  will  not  here  pretend  to  make  an  exacl  Computation 
and  Companion  between  the  Number  of  the  well  afFecled 
and  ill  afte&ed  Parts  of  the  Clergy  ;  but  1  am  not  at  all 
apprized  that  I  wrong  them,  if  I  venture  to  fay,  that  not 
one  in  feven  of  thefe  confeientious  Pallors  opened  his 
Mouth  againft  the  late  Rebellion  in  the  Weiiern  Coun- 
ties. 

In  the  Pulpit  they  either  fay  nothing  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty  or  that  which  is  much  worfe  than  nothing  ;  whereas 
in  the  late  Reign  they  were  fo  blafphemoufly  loyal,  that 

they 
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they  feemed  to  have  forgot  Jefus  Chrift,  to  preach  up  the 
Q:  -n 

But  I  was  laying,  that  at  one  Junfiure,  I  mean  during 
the  Rebellion,  the  Hopes  and  Views  of  our  Genuine  Clergy 
were  in  a  promiiing  Pofture,  and  very  near  fulfilling,  and 
many  of  them  were  fo  difcerning  as  to  fee  the  Finger  of 
God  in  the  Rebellion,  and  they  became  Sureties  every 
where  for  Providence,  that  ic  would  go  through  with  the 
Work  which  they  had  begun.  But  Providence  had  defer- 
ted  them  and  has  never  returned  fince. 

And  thus  Providence  refufes  to  aid,  though  fo  often 
commanded,  the  Intereft  of  Perjury  and  Rebellion,  though 
they  are  both  fo  evidently  for  the  Good  of  the  Church. 

I  do  not  know  whether  they  may  not,  in  their  private 
Junto's  and  Cabals,  have  come  to  a  Refolution,  that  Pro- 
vidence is  a  Schifmatick  ;  and  the  more,  becaufe  it  is  plain 
that  both  Providence,  and  the  Author  of  Providence,  are 
irreclaimable  Diffentcrs  from  the  Principles  and  Pra&ifes 
of  High -church.  They  feem  to  be  fo  fenfible  of  this, 
that  they  have  long  fince  difplaced  the  Almighty,  as 
much  as  in  them  lies,  from  any  Power  or  Concernment 
in  this  World,  or  the  other,  having  dubbed  themfelves 
Gods  and  Forgivers;  and  exercifing  with  Authority  all 
the  great  Offices  of  Omnipotence, 

The  Bifhop  of  Bangor  too,  is  the  Occafion  of  no  fmall 
Terror  to  the  Church,  and  in  Confederacy  with  her  mor- 
tal Foes,  marching,  as  he  does,  at  the  Head  of  Truth, 
Reafon,  Scripture  and  Sincerity,  and  the  like  fanatical 
Fellows,  who  have  the  Herefy  and  Impudence  to  efpouie 
an  Intereft  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Convo- 
cation. 

This  ill  advifed  Bifhop  is  fo  romantick  and  froward,  as 
to  think,  that  the  Clergy  ought  to  depart  from  fever al 
Points,  which,  though  they  are  bloody  Antagonifts  to 
the  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel,  yet  do  evidently  tend  to  the 
Glory  of  the  Church.  His  Lordfhip  ridiculoufl  y  believes 
that  when  a  Man  is  a  good  Man,  though  in  this  Parti- 
cular  he  differs  widely  from  the  Parfons,  yet  God  will 
have  Mercy  upon  him.  Eut,  to  filence  this  perverfe 
Writer  for  ever,  let  hirn  know  that  tkefe  Clergy  have  en- 
deavoured to  pluck  God's  own  Keys  out  of  his 
Hands,  and  to  hinder  him  from  ihewing  Mercy,  or  open- 


of  the  Church.  159 

ing  Paradife,  rf  he  would.  They  like  Sine  Cures  fo  well 
that  they  have  a  Mind  to  make  the  Almighty's  Govern- 
ment a  Sine  Cure  too.  Are  not  fuch  Priefls  brave  Fellows 
who  would  make  their  Maker  a  Minor,  and  themfelves 
his  Directors  and  Guardians  ?  When  his  Lordfhip  is  in- 
formed of  this,  I  hope  he  will  drop  the  Controverfy. 

The  Bifhop  is  alfo  grievoufly  deceived  in  another  In- 
fiance ;  He  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Clergy  ought  to  be 
the  Propagators  and  Defenders  of  L  iberty  and  the  Gof- 
pel.  See  here  the  Ignorance  of  a  Father  of  the  Church  ! 
He  does  not  know  that  Chriftianity  may  be  at  the  laft 
Gafp,  and  yet  the  Church  in  a  moft  flouriming  Condition. 

I  could  mention  many  more  Miftakes  of  the  Bifhop's; 
and  particularly  he  is  fo  ill  a  Churchman,  as  to  think 
there  is"  fome  Force  in  Oaths,  and  that  they  who  take 
them  mould  not  altogether  break  them.  But  as  his 
Lordfhip  is  out-voted,  upon  this  Article,  by  a  vaft  Ma- 
jority of  moft  Orthodox  Teachers,  I  take  it  he  deferves 
no  o:her  Confutation  :  Befides,  this  is  a  fort  of  Reafon- 
ing  which  he  is  ufed  to. 

There  is  no  doubt  a  very  good  Reafon  to  be  given, 
why  thefe  Reverend  Examples  of  Truth  and  Piety  play 
with  Oaths,  and  call  upon  the  tremendous  Name  of  God 
to  a  Lie.  They  themfelves  fay  it  is  for  Bread,  though 
fome  others  think  it  is  for  Drink.  However  that  be,  it 
is  plain  Perjury  is  but  a  fmall  Fault,  if  any.  Now  fup- 
pofe  His  Majeity,  taught  by  the  Church,  mould  break  his 
Oath,  and  feize  its  PofTemons,  I  know  the  Parfons  are  fo 
reafonable  a  Sort  of  People,  that  they  would  never  up- 
braid His  Majefty  for  walking  in  their  Steps,  and  being 
forfworn.  But  I  doubt  his  Majefty  is  fo  much  of  a  King, 
and  a  Chriftian,  that  he  will  never  be  brought  to  follow 
his  Clergy  in  this  Path. 

Before  I  have  done  with  this  Head,  I  muft  give  the 
Parfons  one  Caution,  I  beg  them  for  the  Timet©  come, 
rever  to  upbraid  any  Body  with  the  Practice  of  Occafion- 
al  Conformity  ;  fince  probably  fome  bitter  Prefbyterian, 
who  does  not  honour  the  Cloth,  may  give  them  to  under- 
ftar.d,  that  it  is  almoft  as  innocent  to  take  the  Church- Sa- 
crament for  a  Place,  as  it  is  to  be  forsworn  for  a  Living. 

The  Happinefs  of  Mankind  is  moreover  a  great  and 
powerful  Antagonift  to  the  Church. 

Here 
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Here  in  England  we  enjoy  fuch  a  (hameful  Share  of* 
Wealth  and  Liberty,  that  it  is  no  Wonder  at  all  our  Cler- 
gy are  perpetually  grumbling.  Jf  we  were  but  fo  rea* 
fonable  and  orthodox  as  to  part  with  all  our  Subltance 
and  Privileges  to  them,\t  is  almoil  probable,  that  thefe  our 
good  Guides  to  Mifery  and  Salvation,  would  grow  con- 
tent and  eafy,  which  it  is  impoflible  for  Men  of  their/ 
Spirit  and  Pretentions  to  be  ;  fo  long  as  we  are  fo  faucy 
and  heterodox  as  to  be  rich  and  free. 

In  the  Territories  of  the  Church  abroad,,  the  Priefls 
enjoy  the  great  good  Fortune  of  having  never  a  happy 
Layman  under,  their  Dominion  j  and  having  befide,  the 
Power  of  Fire  and  Sword,,  there  is  not  a  fingle  Schik 
matick,  nor  the  Appearance  of  Herefy  and  Knowled<;  e 
amongft  them ;  but  Church  Affairs  go  on  in  a  blefled* 
Courie  of  Tyranny,  Sodomy,,  and  Stupidity,  without 
Rub  or  Difturbance.  Can  any  one  wonder  that  our  zea- 
lous Clergy  are  tempted  to  an  Imitation  of  fuch  a  pious, 
pattern  of  genuine  Church  Power  and  Plenty,,  where  the 
Bible  is  locked  up,  and  the  Laity  ftarve  ? 

The  Nature  of  our  Government  and  Conftitution,, 
brings  alio  no  fmali Danger  to  the  Church. 

In  this  Country  the  Orthodox  Clergy  cannot  excommu- 
nicate and  damn  a  Man,  butpreiently  the  Heterodox  Law. 
grants  him  a  Replevin.  Befides,  we  have  feveral  other* 
Bars  to  the  Felicity  of  the  Church ;  We  have  a  Parliament,, 
and  we  have  Trade,,  and,  which  is  worfe  than  all,  the. 
Convocation  cannot  do  what  they  pleafe,  and  the  King 
will  not  part  with  his  Prerogative  to  prorogue  them.  So< 
that  the  Law  on  one  Side,  and  the  Prerogative  on  the: 
other,  grind  the  jpoor  Church  between  the  upper  dn4 [  the  ne- 
ther MiUjhne,  as  Mr.  Lejlie  emphatically  complains. 

There  is  one  Inftance  particularly,  in  which  the  Pre^ 
rogative  bears  hard  upon  the  Church.  The  Parfons,  you. 
mull  know,  to  prove  thernfelves  a  well-born  People,  go 
for  their  Parentage  leventecn  hundred  Years  backwards,, 
and  father  thernfelves  upon  the  A 'pojiles.  Now  not  being, 
able  to  prove  this,  either  by  Record, ^xRefemhlan cc,  they 
have  given  Occafion  to  fome  prophane  Folks  to  alledge,. 
that  the  Prietts  mud  needs  be  Baftards,  becaufe  their  Pa» 
rents  utterly  difown  them,  and  they  are  kept  by  the  Parijk* 
But  they,  on  the  other  hand,  fcorning  to  part  with  their 
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Apofiolick  Birth r  have  forged  out  a  yaft  Chain,  long  e- 
nough  to  hold  ten  Millions  of  Foxes,  and  this  they  call 
the  Chain  of  SucceQJon  y  one  End  ©f  which  is  tied  to  tha 
Apofiles,  and  the  other  to  themfelves  ;  and  it  reaches  from, 
Jerufalem  to  Lambeth,  taking  Rome  in  its  Way.  I  his  is 
an  important,  and  even  miraculous  Chain  ;  for,  though 
it  has  frequently  been  broke,  and  there  are  Gaps  in  it 
feventy  Years  long,  ye:  it  has  never  been  once  interrupted 
to  this  Day.  It  is  like  Milton  z  Bridge,  built  by  Sin  and 
Death,  over  the  Chaos,  wonderful  and  innjiftble.  It  is 
pity  this  Cable-rope  of  Succeifion  mould  lie  thus  incog. 
when  in  the  Opinion  of  High-Church,  the  whole  Hierar- 
chy hangs  by  it.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder  they  maintain 
it  with  moft  Apofiolick  Wrath  and  Qhjlinacy. 

But  even  here  now,  in  the  momentous  Point  of  Sue- 
cefiion,  the  Prerogative  breaks  in  upon  the  Caifock,  and 
the  King,  who  is  but  a  Layman,  creates  BihHops,  and,  by 
this  Act  of  his,  does,  as  it  were,  beget  Sons  and  Heirs  to 
the  Apofiles.  This  is  a  ikd  Encroachment  upon  the  Pri,- 
vileges  of  the  Parfons,  who  have  doubtlefs  a  Divine  Right 
to  breed  each  other.  I  know  they  pretend  they  ftill  choofe 
their  Bifhops,  and,  on  that  Occafion  mock  God  with 
Prayers,  as  if  they  really  did.  Thus  an  Apothecary's 
Boy,  or  an  old  Woman,  by  order  of  the  Doctor,  admini- 
fters  a  Clyfter;  and,  if  a  Cure  enfues,  the  Boy  or  the  old 
Woman  was  the  Phyfician. 

There  are  many  other  Faults  in  our  Laws,  in  Relatioa 
to  the  Church,  of  which  the  Priefihood  have  juft  Reafon 
to  complain.  Smithfeld  is  turned  into  a  meer  MarkeJy 
where  Bullocks  are  butchered  inftead  of  Hereticks,  and 
the  Clergy  are  never  again  like  to  be  complimented  with 
a  Burnt  Offering  from  thence ;  and  a  Dificnter  may  now. 
be  fo  faucy  as  to  worfhip  God,  and  the  Parfon  cannot  pu- 
nifh  him  for  it;  and  the  Laity  are  fuffered  to  believe^ 
that  the  revealed  Will  of  God  is  not  hid;  and  there  is  a 
dangerous  Opinion  prevailing  among  us,  that  the  Almigh- 
ty will  not  tumble  us  into  Hell,  for  Sincerity  and  Well- 
meaning.  And,  to  add  no  more,  the  Clergy  have  not  the 
Government  of  all  Things. 

The  next  Thing  I  fhall  mention,  which  has  admini- 
flered  great  Grief  and  Danger  to  the  Church,  is  the  High. 
Duty  upon  French  Wim  and  Brandy.    This  Grievance  is 

fufficient. 
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fufficient  to  make  all  the  genuine  Parfons  in  England  MaTe- 
contents.  For,  though  they  drink  Malt  Liquor  in  great 
Quantities,  and  though  that  be  of  a  windy  Nature,  and 
is  a  great  Help  to  Zeal,  yet  a  Dram  is  the  Life  of  Qrtkc» 
doxy,  and  Claret  is  clear  Wit  to  ufe  their  own  waggifh 
Stile.  I  know  a  Parfon  who  drinks  nothing  but  Small- 
beer,  and  he  is  a  Whig,  as  on.e  may  eafily  imagine,  and 
unleis  he  change  his  Liquor  in  order  to  change  his  Prin- 
ciples, he  is  like  to  continue  a  Whig  till  Dcomfday.  So 
much  does  the  Church  iofeby  a  fober  Son. 

Another  Caufe  from  which  the  genuine  Churchmen  are 
in  great  Danger,  is  a  Reformation  of  Manners,  which- 
would  flrip  them  of  many  pretty  Liberties,  and  force  up- 
on them  the  Bitternefs  of  Morality,  which  is  too  ftrong. 
Meat  for  thefe  Babes.  As  Orthodoxy  and  Lenvdnefs  are 
often  the  lovingeft  Neighbours  in  the  World,  it  muii 
needs  go  to  their  Heart  to  be  parted 

In  Popifh  Countries,  for  Example,  where  the  Clergy 
often  fall  into  fuch  Carnal  Crimes  and  Copulations,  as  our 
fpotlefs  Society  of  Saints  here  at  home  «b  abhor  ;  WTould 
it  not  be  a  heavy  Judgment  upon  a  pious  Prieft  to  be 
ftripp'd  at  once  of  his  Whore  and  his  Altar?  And  then, 
Would  not  an  Embargo  on  Toping,  in  the  fame  Coun- 
tries, have  an  A*pec~l  every  Bit  as  terrible  towards  the 
Church?  For.  there  aje.  hcycr.d  Sci,  fuch  -Mzzfim .as. 
drunken  Prie/s ;  though  my  Countrymen,  who  never  fee 
fuch  Sights  here  in  E?tgland}  may  imagine  I  talk  wildly. 
And  now  for  an  honelt  tippling  Prieft,  who  would  as 
freely  fuffer  Death  as  Thiril,  to  be  "'thus  reformed  out 
of  his  Bottle,  and  divorced  from  his  croney  Barrel, 
would  be  downright  Perfecution,  zndn'ound  the  Church 
through  his  Sides. 

A  Reformation  is  likewife  fo  tyrannical  and  hard- 
hearted, as  to  oblige  the  Clergy  to  live  as  if  there  was 
really  fomething  in  Religion,  befide  Farce  and  Tithes 
and  it  expects  too  that  thefe  fpiritual  Militia,  mould  be, 
at  leaft,  now  and  then  upon  Duty,  and  not  live  idle  a~ 
bove  fix  Days  in  feven,  and  upon  the  leventh,  not  above 
nineteen  Hours  in  four  and  twenty. 

Befides.  a  Reformation  would  be  for  reviving  the  Force 
of  Scripture  Laws,  which  bear  wondrous  hard  upon  the 
Clergy.    I  remember  particularly,  the  third  Chapter  to 

Timothy 
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Timothy  lays  fuch  intolerable  Injunctions  and  Reflraints 
upon  them,  as  muit  needs  be  as  far  from  the  Liking  of 
the  genuine  Parfons,  as  I  am  fure  they  are  from  their 
Pra&ice ;  for  the  aforefaid  Chapter  expects  they  fhould 
be  no  Brawlers,  nor  Strikers,  nor  greedy  of  filthy  Lucre, 
nor  given  to  Wine  ;  nor  lifted  up  with  Pride  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  they  fhould  be  blamelefs,  vigilant,  fiber,  of 
good  Behaviour,  and  apt  to  teach  ;  and  I  know  not  how 
many  more  ImpoiTibilities. 

A  Gentleman  in  this  City,  whofe  Heart  is  fet  upon  a 
Reformation  of  Manners,  gave  me  not  long  ago,  the 
Perufal  of  his  Creed,  out  of  which  I  drew  the  following 
dangerous  Pofitions,  and  now  I  publifh  them,  that  the 
genuine  Clergy  may  guard  againft  them. 

1 .  He  believes  that  a  Man  may  be  laved  by  adhering 
to  naked  Truth  and  plain  Religion, 

2.  T  hat  it  is  not  damnable,  not  to  believe  what  we  can- 
not believe. 

3.  That  Chriftianity  is  as  good  a  Man  as  Orthodoxy, 
faving  the  "Judgment  of  the  Clergy. 

4.  That  it  is  pcfTible  for  a  Pallor  to  have  Grace  in  his 
Heart,  though  he  has  ne'er  a  Rofe  in  his  Hat,  and  that 
he  may  tell  Truth,  and  inftruft  the  People,  though  lie 
be  not  wrapped  up  in  twenty  Ells  of  Holland. 

5.  That  an  innocent  Infant  may  be  ikvcd,  without  & 
Parfon's  dropping  Water  upon  its  Face. 

6  Tint  a  well  difpofed  Perfon  may  cat  Bread,  and 
drink  Wine,  in  Remembrance  of  our  Saviour's  Death, 
without  the  PrierVs  Form  of  Words,  which  yet  do  not 
change  the  Elements,  which  yet  are  a  proper  Sacrifice, 
which  yet  is  not  Flejh  and  Blood. 

7.  I  hat  God  may  poffibly  pardon  a  repenting  Sinner, 
though  the  Parfon  do  not  absolutely  give  his  Confent,  and 
order  him  fo  to  do. 

8.  That  a  Man  may  venture  to  underftand  the  under* 
fiandahle  Parts  of  Scripture. 

9.  That  there  is  fuch  a  Thing  as  a  fcrupulous  Confci- 
ePXe;  With  Submijfion  to  the  Parfons. 

10.  That  a  Man  may  keep  his  Oath  to  King  George, 
and  yet  not  be  damned  for  it ;  again  Javing  the  Opinion 
and  Practice  of  High  Church. 

i  u  That 
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tu  That  the  Clergy  as  well  as  others,  would  be  bet  - 
ter,  if  they  had  fewer  Faults. 

12.  That  Diflenters  are  our  Fellow- Creatures. 

1  3.  That  Religion  is  a  Rational  '! bin g. 

My  Acquaintance  (above-mentioned)  holds  all  thefe 
and  more  fuch  heretical  Notions,  which,  were  they 
tolerated,  would  bring  no  fmall  Danger  to  the  Church. 
But  I  hope,  her  genuine  Sons  will  continue  their  Zeal, 
and  defend  her  againft  them  alE 

Among  many  other  Caufes  which  I  could  affign  for 
the  Danger  of  the  Church,  I  mail  mention  but  two  ;* 
and  thele  are  two  Holy  Days,  the  30/^  of  January,  an<i: 
the  zgth  of  May  ;  a  Couple  of  Days  that  fend  many  a 
pious  Prieft  to  meet  his  Fate.  Then  it  is  that  our  Ortho- 
dox Parfons.  exerts  their  Wrath  and  Eloquence  with,  huge 
Might  and  Succefs.  They  demolifh  the  Whigs,  and 
then  kill  themfelves  with  Joy  and  Drinking.  Cups  and  . 
Caroufals,  fucceed  to  Zeal  and  Scolding,  and  many  an 
able-bodied  Levite  Sacrifices  his  Sobriety  and  his  Taber- 
nacle, to  the  Health  and  Confufion  of  tlie  Church  and 
Low- Church-Men.  They  fend  DhTenters  to  the  Devil> 
but  go.  firil  themfelves,  to  tell  him  they  are  coming. 

Thus  half  the  genuine  Clergy  lay  Hands  upon  them- 
felves, and  pour  their  own  Deaths  down  their  Throats. 
Some  of  them  depart  fpiced  with  right  Nantz,  others 
fows'd  in  0&ober9  iome  pickled  in  Florence,  and  many, 
fleep'd  in  Oxford- Ale.  Ah  thefe  drunken  Holy  days  !  (fays 
my  witty  Friend,  Dv.  By f  eld)  no  Body  gets  by  them  but 
Lucifer  and  the  Excifemen.  They  ha<ve  turned  the  whole 
Year  into  an  idle  'Jubilee,  and  the  Ccmmon-PreyerBcck  in- 
to an  Almanack.  I  hate  their  fuperftitiaus  Trumpery— — 
It  is  only  the  Whore  of  Babylon,  in  an  Englifh  Vizor \ 
and  the  Pope  in  a  Periwig.  1  remember  the  Time,  when  we. 
neither  minded  Surplices  nor  Saints  Days ;  and  then ! 
Drunkennefs  was  fent  to  the  Stocks,  and  Whoring  to  the 
Houje  of  Correction.  But  now  f  the  Prie/ts  are  gone  a~ 
firay,  and  the  People  follow  them. 

I  am  acquainted  with  a  Rof crucian  in  this  Town,  who* 
holds  a  Correfpondence  with  the  other  World,.,  and  in  it 
with  Hugh  Peters  particularly,  from  whom  he  lately  re- 
ceived the  following  Epiftle,  a  Copy  of  which  he  gave 
me..    As  it  is  the  neweft  and  bed  Apology  that  ever  was 

made: 
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l^ade  for  Drunkennefs,  Ichearfully  publifh  it,  for  the 
peculiar  Service  of  my  Ecclefaftical  Clients. 

T 0  the  truly  illuminate  y  and  fublimate  by  the  Symphony 
of  the  Spirit  of  Effence,  bright  above  Brightnefs,  and 
Blojfom  of  invifeble  Knowledge,  Jacob  Fitz  Behmen,  living 
in  the  World  ;  Hugh  Peters,  a  vifionary  Elecl,  wjhetb 
Perpetuity  of -Permanence. 

"  You  tell  me  that  your  Friend,  the  DoBor,  drinks  and 
<i  decays  apace,  and  that  we  Ghofts  may  foon  expect 
"  his  Company,  he  being  already  almoft  one  of  us.  I  am 
'*  glad  of  the  News,  and  mall  be  pleafed  to  fee  him.  But  I 
«•  cannot  with  you  condemn  him  for  fwallowing  fo  much 
*'  Brandy  and  Wine :  On  the  contrary,  I  applaud  him, 
<*  for  his  artful  Seafoning  of  himfelf,  with  hot  Li- 
•*  quors  for  his  Removal  into  this  nvarm  Climate , 
"  where,  let  me  tell  you,  'tis  Dog-days  all  the  Year. 

<*  It  was  for  want  of  this  extreme  Unclion,  that  Julius 
*'  Cefar  (the  fobereft  Tyrant  and  Whoremafter  in  the 
«  World)  was  plagued  with  the  dry  Gripes  half  a.  Century 
«'  after  his  Arrival  on  this  fide  the  Grave.  Alexander 
**  the  Great,  by  Report,  was  wifer,  for  'tis  a  Tradition 
"  here,  that  his  Ghoft  came  reeking  from  a  drunken 
"  Feaft,  like  a  Butterfly  preferved  in  Spirit  of  Wine. 

«*  Many  great  Men,  and  fudges  of the  Earth,  have  tried 
0  the  fame  Expedient  with  comfortable  Succefs  :  But  a- 
41  bove  all  other  Species  of  Mortals  the  Reverend  the 
"  Clergy,  my  Brother-Trade,  who  under  ftand  their  f  n- 
44  tereft  in  the  upper  World,  the  belt,  of  all  other  Charac- 
44  ters  of  Crafts  whatfoever,  are  not  wanting  in  Forefight 
«  and  Sagacity  to  fortify  themfelves  with  hot  Liquors 
4«  and  hot  Sermons,  againft  the  Influence  of  this  hot  Re- 
"  gion.  You  know  while  they  are  myon,r  World,  they 
•4  are  great  Monopolizers  of  Fire  and  Brimftone  and 
44  when  they  come  hither  we  do  not  grudge  them  their 
4<  uvon  Commodity . 

44  It  is  from  this  Tribe  of  Men  chiefly  we  have  an  Ac- 
14  count  of  what  ts  doing  on  the  funny  Side  of  the  Globe; 
<c  for,  being  all  profc/?d  Politicians  and  Nevvfmongers, 
**  we  find  them  the  beft  Int  Jiigencers  imaginable.  Be- 
•4  fides,  they  are  conftantly  coming,  and  by  that  Means, 
*'  we  never  want  Advices.    So  that  whenever  we  fpya 

black 
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#<  black  Ghojl  flalking  towards  the  Ferry,  we  all  cry  out* 
ct  with  one  Mouth,  a  Mail  from  Mankind! 

"  At  all Seafons  of  the  Year  we  have  them  pretty  thick; 
4  but  it  is  incredible  what  Gluts  of  them  arrive  a  few 
"  Days  after  the  30th  of  January,  and  the  zyh  of  May. 
u  And  theReafonis  obvious ;  for 

Here  Friend  Hugh  falls  into  the  fame  Gbfervations 
which  I  have  already  made,  and  Ihews,  beyond  Contra- 
diction, how  his  Brother-Trade,  as  he  calls  them,  kill 
themfelves  with  Preaching  and  Debauchery,  at  thefe 
High-Church  Tides.  Nothing  fo  quickly  deftroys  the 
Conftitution,  an&the  Under  ft  anding,  as  Brandy,  and  To- 
bacco, and  Zeal. 

I  have  now,  I  may  modeflly  boaft,  fully  proved  the 
Danger  of  the  Church ;  and,  by  aligning  the  true  Caufes 
of  that  Danger,  I  am  the  only  Advocate  fhe  has,  who 
have  not  lyed  upon  this  Occajion,  feeing  all  the  numerous 
Affertors  of  her  holy  Peril,  who  went  before  me,  do, 
in  the  Account  they  give  thereof  fib  moft  outragioujly  ; 
though  I,  who  am  not  of  their  Order,  dare  by  no  Means 
fay  fo.  Thefe  Men-lay  all  the  Blame  of  this  Matter  upon 
Infidels  and  profane  Perfons  ;  but  I  can  never  join  with 
them  in  fuch  an  unreafonable  Charge  ;  for  I  cannot 
think  it  at  all  likely  that  the  Clergy  would  wilfully  mur- 
der their  onvn  Mother,  and  fo  be  guilty  of  Manfiaugh- 
ter. 

My  next  Tafk  is  to  prove,  that  the  Church  ought  to  be 
in  Danger,  and  this  I  mall  do  by  mewing,  that  Jhe 
gets  by  it. 

Pity  is  a  potent  Pafiion,  and  whoever  has  the  Art  of 
gaining  it,  feldom  fails  to  draw  our  Affections  along  with 
it.  Now  the  Church  having  no  other  Way  ofbeing  beloved 
but  to  be  pitied,  me  muft,  in  Order  to  that,  appear  ex- 
ceeding miferable  and  woful. 

Mifery  is  often  the greateft,  and  fometimes,  the  only 
Merit,  which  attends  Perfons  and  Things  :  For  Proof 
of  this,  I  never  faw  a  Rogue  going  to  be  hanged,  though 
ever  fo  <wicked  and  ugly,  but  he  was  firft  pitied,  and 
then  praifed ;  efpecially  by  the  Women,  who  have  a 
ftrange  Biaft  to  ^weeping  and  being  deceived. 

Hence 
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Hence  it  proceeded  that  when  the  Doctor  and  his 
High-Church  were  both  thought  in  a  hopeful  Way  to  the 
Gallows,  our  Orthodox  Companion  got  the  better  of  our 
Heretical  Reafon,  and  the  Champion  merited  our  Mercy 
meerly  by  meriting  a  Halter. 

The  Church,  therefore,  if  me  would  be  fafe,  mull  be 
always  in  Danger  ;  while  me  is  fo,  our  Concern  for  the 
old  Woman  in  Diftrefs,  will  throw  Dull  in  the  Eyes  of 
our  Underftanding,  and  effectually  prevent  a  Difcovery  of 
her  Nakednefs  and  Wrinkles.  . 

And  now  to  conclude,  what  remains  but  that  the  Dan- 
ger of  the  Church,  which  is  grown  fo  neceffary  to  her  well 
being,  be  eftablifhed  by  a  Canon,  and  made  the  thirty 
.tenth  Article  cf her  Faith,  to  be  believed  on  Pain  o/Dajn- 
nation  ?  In  the  mean  while,  let  me  affurae  to  my felf  the 
juft  Glory  of  having  ftarted  the  Defign  of  fuch  an  Article, 
*by  mewing  its  Reafonablenefs. 

Laftly,  loving  Reader,  let  me  acquaint  thee  in  a  few 
"Wordr,  with  my  own  Ufefulnefs  and  Importance,  which 
makes  me,  indeed,  a  little  proud,  but  not  a  Bit  <vain. 

And  in  the  rirft  Place,  1  have  written  a  matchiefs  De- 
fence of  Priejhraft,  a  Tafe. never  attempted  before.  And 
yet  the  Mafiers  and  Guardians  of  that  noble  Science,  have 
proved  but  unthankful  Clients,  and  even  railed  at  me,  their 
Apologift,  moll  unmercifully,  and  indeed  unanfwerably. 
But  I  have  always  obferved,  that  Orthodoxy  has  admirable 
'Talents  for  felling  of  Oyjiers.  I  am,  in  particular,  beholden 
to  a  great  Doclor,  famous  for  Paunch  and  Principles,  who 
preached  a  whole  Sermon  againft  me,  in  which  he  foamed 
and  reviled,  beyond  a  Poflibility  of  Reply.  Lord  love 
him,  if  foffble,  it  is  the  only  Way  of  Reafoning  he 
knows. 

I  have  likewife  been  moft  chrijlianly  curfed  in  many  o- 
ther  Pulpits,  with  the  fame  Force  of  Bitternefs  and  Lungs. 
Blefs  me,  that  rny  loving priefily  Friends  will  not  be  taught 
more  Wit  !  I  had  been  rallying  a  Sort  of  Men  who  are 
very  fad  Fellows,  and  fhameful  Enemies  to  Conference, 
Truths  and  their  Country;  and  prefently  up  ftart  the  Lord's 
AmbafTadors,  and  cry,  iue  are  tye  Men,  damn  the  Author \ 
At  fuch  odds  are  they  with  common  Senfe,  and  the  Mercy 
cf  God  ? 

Secondly 
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Secondly,  I  have  convinced  feveral  Laymen,  that  there 
is  another  God  befides  the  Clergy ,  though  they  had  lived 
long  in  Ignorance  as  to  that  Point.  And  I  have  Advice 
from  divers  Counties  in  England,  that  when  the  Parfons 
cock  their  Beavers,  and  gives  themfelves  Airs,  the  Coun- 
try Folks  cut  them  down  witha7>#r  out  of  Par/on  Alberoni. 
When  a  Vicar  in  Kent  the  other  Day,  fent  his  Clerk  to  a 
fenfible  Clown  in  the  Parifh,  to  demand  his  Eafter-Ducs 
on  Pain  of  Excommunication.  What,  fays  Ralph  to  Stern- 
holdy  I  warrant  ye,  you  come  Ambajfador  now  from  the 
Lord's  Receiver  General,  don't  you  ?  And  the  chief  Inhabi- 
tants of  a  Parifh  in  Surry,  have  fent  a  Letter  to  their  Doc- 
ter  here  in  Town,  begging  him,  if  his  Belly  be  not  teo  full, 
to  come  down  and  preach  among  them,  and  not  to  affront 
them  any  longer  with  his  Journey  man. 

Thirdly,  I  have  conferred  Reputation  upon  fix  and  fifty 
Authors,  every  one  of  whom  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
write  my  Book  after  it  was  in  Print,  and  they  are  heartily 
welcome.  All  their  other  Works,  when  once  they  got 
into  the  Corner  of  a  Bookfeller's  Shop  grew  rickety  for 
want  of  handling,  and  fo  could  never  travel  over  the 
Counter,  till  a  Grocer  s  Prentice  carried  away  the  helplefs 
Creatures  in  a  charitable  Wheel-barrow.  Seven  of  thefe 
worthy  Gentlemen,  and  one  of  them  a  grave  Counfellor 
in  the  Temple,  confeffed  to  me  that  they  were  the  Authors 
of  the  Apology,  but  modeftly  begged  me  not  to  difcovcr 

them.    I  muit  however  thank  the  bountiful  Mr.  P  

ft  9  for  his  uncommon  Goodnefs  in  adopting  my 

poor  father  lefs  Child,  as  foon  as  it  was  brought  forth  into 
the  public.  I  fear  it  is  more  than  ever  I  fhall  be  able  to 
do  for  one  of  his. 

I  am  told  that  one  of  thefe  Fathers  of  my  Pamphlet, 
threatens  to  break  Squares  with  the  Court,  becaufethey 
have  not  yet  rewarded  him  with  a  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year. 
Bat,  I  doubt,  this  ingenious  Pelfererof  my  Parts  and  Per" 
Jormance,  is  too  hafty,  Why,  even  I,  who  have  written 
full  four  Half  Sheets,  for  the  Good  of  my  felf  and  my 
Country,am  not  yet  Lord  High  Admiral, nor  have  fo  much 
as  the  Proffer  of  a  Blue  Garter  ;  which  fo  difcontent$ 
me,  that  I  will  write  no  more  thefe  three  Days ;  but  then 
I  will  fet^about  my  Apology  for  great  Men ,  in  which  I  will 

prove 
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prove  them  to  be  the  civilleft  Creatures  breathing  to 
their  own  pilblick  Per  fans.  Reader,  Adieu,  for  a  Fortnight, 

P.  S.  I  acknowledge  the  former  Part  of  this  Book  has 
been  laid  at  the  Door  of  a  Gentleman  or  two,  ivhofe  Names 
do  me  Honour.  I  voijb  they  may  be  as  'well  p  leafed  on  this 
Occafion  as  1  am, 

A  Dedication  to  a  Great  Man,  concerning 
Dedications:  Difcovering  among  ft  other 
wonderful  Secrets,  what  will  be  the pre- 
fent  Pojlure  of  Affairs  a  Thoufand  Tears 
hence.    By  T.  Gordon,  Efq; 

PREFACE. 

APaffage  or  two  in  this  little  Ef'ay  having  been  liable 
to  Exceptions,  without  my  foreseeing  it,  1  am  very 
ready  to  explain  them.  By  the  Jewifh  Pretender  is  meant 
Abfolom  ;  aud  what  is  faid  about  the  Bible,  is  fo  far 
from  any  Satire  on  that  Sacred  Book,  that  it  is  manifeftly 
and  only,  one  upon  them  who  make  but  little  or  no  Ufe  of  it . 

As  to  the  Characters  and  Infcriptions  at  the  End,  I  fill 
them  fo  Jujl,  that  I  am^  not  like  to  repent  of  them  ;  which 
may  ferve  to  Jhew  me  as  much  a  Friend  to  well-grounded 
Panegyrick,  as  1 ever  Jhall  be  a  Foe  to  all  falfe  Colouring. 
There  is  no  fuch  Thing  as  Praife  and  Blame,  where  they  are 
not  applied ;  and  as  I  take  upon  me  to  expofe  the  one,  I  think 
1  need  ajk  no  Pardon  for  attempting  to  practice  the  other. 

My  Lord, 

YOUR  Lordmip  and  I  are  not  at  all  acquainted,  I 
therefore  take  Leave  to  be  very  familiar  with  you* 
and  to  defire  you  to  be  my  Patron,  becaufe  you  do  not 
know  me  nor  I  you  :  Nor  can  this  Manner  of  Addrefs 
feem  flrange  to  your  Lordfliip,  whilft  it  is  warranted  by 
Vol.  I.  H  fuch 
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fuch  numerous  Precedents.  I  have  known  an  Author 
praife  an  Earl  for  twenty  Pages  together,  though  he  knew 
nothing  of  him,  but  that  he  had  Money  to  ipare.  He 
made  him  Wife,  Juft  and  Religious,  for  no  Reafon  in 
the  World,  but  in  Hopes  to  find  him  Charitable],  and 
gave  him  amort,  bountiful  Heart,  becaufe  he  himfelfhad 
a  moll:  empty  Stomach.  This  Practice  being  general,  it 
is  a  very  eafy  Matter  to  gueis,  by  the  Size  of  the  Pane- 
gyrick,  how  wealthy  the  Patron  may  be,  or  how  hungry 
the  Author;  if  it  exceeds  three  Pages,  you  may  pawn  all 
the  Blood  in  your  Body  upon  it,  the  Writer  has  failed  three 
Days ;  and  that  Jiis  Lordfhip,  among  all  his  other  good 
Parts,  has  at  leatt  ten  thouland  Pounds  a  Year. 

From  all  this  we  may  learn,  that  a  Great  Man's  For- 
tune is  as  eafily  known  from  a  Dedication  to  him,  as  from 
the  Rent-Roll  of  hisEfiate  ;  and  that  his  Bounty  to  the 
Author,  is  only  Wages  for  publishing  his  Wealth  to  the 
World. 

It  is  likewife  evident,  that  no  Lord  of  a  low  Fortune 
muft  expect  an  humble  Admirer  amongft  us  Wits  and 
Writers,  unlefs  he  bargain  with  us  at  a  fet  Price,  and  give 
us  fo  much  a  piece  for  every  good  Quality  he  has  Occafion 
for. 

We  mull  not  therefore  judge  of  the  High  and  Mighty  as 
they  are  defcribed  in  the  Frontifpiece  of  Books  and  Poems. 
Your  Dedicators  are  a  Sort  of  Intellectual  Taylors,  that  cut 
out  Cloaths  for  a  Great  Man's  Mind,  without  ever  taking 
Meafure  of  it.  They  have  indeed  two  Rules  from  which 
they  never  depart :  Firft,  The  Drefs  muft  be  Gaudy  ;  and 
Secondly,  It  muft  newer  Jit.  Their  Bufinefs  is  to  make 
it  of  a  vaft  Dimenfion,  and  to  cover  it  all  over  with  Tin* 
fel.  If  the  Suit  be  bulky  and  mining,  the  Poet  has  the 
Reputation  of  a  fkilful  T radefman,  for  the  Stuff  and  the 
ExaSlnefs  are  never  confulted. 

I  would  upon  this  Occafion,  congratulate  the  Quality 
upon  the  Advantage  which  it  is  to  them,  to  have  their 
Characters  drawn  by  fuch  as  either  do  not,  or  dare  nor, 
know  them ;  and  confequently  will  be  fure  not  to  put 
their  Graces,  and  Lordlbips, and  Ladyfhips,  out  of  Coun- 
tenance ■ — A  convenient  Piece  of  good  Breeding !  for 
which,  I  hope,  tlicy  are  thankful. 
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For  myfelf,  when  I  fee  a  long  Drift  of  Excellencies  and 
Talents  crammed  down  a  Nobleman's  7'hroat,  who  his 
no  Relifhof  them  or  Right  to  them,  I  am  not  at  all  {ur- 
prized,  becaufe  I  am  fure  it  is  not  meant  as  an  Encomium 
upon  his  Honour,  but  merely  as  a  Declaration  of  the 
Author's  Wants,  and  a  heavy  Complaint  of  Nakednefs 
and  Hunger. 

Some  may  reckon  a  Dependance  on  a  Great  Man  the 
bell  Reafon  and  Foundation  for  dedicating  to  him  ;  but  I 
am  not  of  their  Opinion.  For  my  Part,  I  have  no  Man- 
ner of  Dependance  on  any  Star  and  Garter  in  Great* 
Britain,  as  any  one  may  obferve  from  the  Cheerfulnefs 
of  my  Looks,  and  the  Integrity  of  my  Life  I  own, 
that  fetting  up  for  a  Writer,  I  judged  it  convenient  to 
me,  and  my  Book,  to  call  in  your  Lordfhip  for  an  Af- 
firmant, but  no  farther  than  juft  to  let  off  and  honour  my 
Title-Page.  Iatfirft,  indeed,  intended  to  let  the  whole 
Credit  of  the  Thing  remain  with  you,  by  entitling  my 
Pamphlet,  An  Efay  of  a  Man  of  Quality:  But  my 
Bookfeller  who  is  a  fmoaky  Fellow,  and  underflands  the 
Pulfe  of  the  People  perfectly  well,  fell  into  a  great  Rage, 
and  afked  me  for  the  five  Shillings  agahv_ which  he  had 
advanced  tome,  by  Way  of  Encouragement,  a  Week 
before.  He  told  me,  he  had  neither  Pleafure  nor  Profit  in 
felling  ivajie  Paper  to  the  Grocers  at  two  Pence  a  Pound. 
Why,  fays  he,  the  famous  Daffy  might  as  rationally  have 
writ  Aqua  Forth  upon  his  Elixir :  An  Effay  of  a  Man  of 
Quality,  If  I  were  to  chain  the  Book  to  my  Counter,  it 
would  not  make  it  a  more  everlafting  Shop-keeper  than 
this  very  Title:  It  is  as  bad  as  a  Spell  j  and  the  moll  ad- 
venturous Reader  will  not  preiume  to  open  the  Book  that 

is  fortified  with  it.  rNo,  no;  if  you  mull  have  the 

Front  of  your  Book  embellifhed  with  fomething  of 'Title, 
you  may  call  it,  A  Letter  to  a  great  Man  :  Since  you  do 
not  name  him,  People  will  naturally  imagine  there  is 
fomething  in  it  exceeding  faucy  and  fatirical ;  and  that 

very  Thought  will  make  your  Pamphlet  popular.  — 

I  have  followed  his  Advice,  and  am  t'other  five  Shillings 
the  richer  for  it. 

But,  as  I  was  telling  your  Lordfhip,  Reliance  on  a 
great  Man  is  not  a  good  Reafon  for  dedicating  to  him  for 
either  he  will  receive  thePrefentof  your  Praife  as  a  juft 
H  2  Tribute 
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Tribute  for  fuchyour  Dependance;  (and  then  where  is 
your  Pay,  and  the  due  Hire  of  your  Sweat  and  Invention?) 
or  elfe  he  will  reward  you  wich  a  Sort  of  Coin,  called 
Promijes,  ftamped  with  his  Honour,  but  never  current 
amongft  Shop-keepers  and  Victuallers.  Alas!  Who  will 
give  you  an  Ell  of  Cloth,  or  a  Cut  of  Beef  upon  it?  It 
is  a  lamentable  Thing  the  World  mould  be  arrived  to  fuch 
a  Pitch  of  ill  Breeding,  that  now  a  Days  a  great  Man's 
Word  and  Honour  are  as  little  minded  by  the  reft  of  the 
World  as  by  himfelf. 

And  lb  I  will  proceed  to  afTert,  That  the  only  proper 
Patron  for  an  Author  to  inferibe  his  Works  to,  is  one  to 
whom  he  is  an  utter  Stranger,  who  having  had  no  Man- 
ner of  Commerce  with  the  aforefaid  Author,  can  under- 
hand his  Dedication  to  be  nothing  elfe  but  an  elegant 
Demand  for  fuch  a  Sum  of  Ready  Money.  Dedications 
are  therefore  Bills  of  Exchange,  drawn  by  the  Witty  upon 
the  Great,  and  payable  at  Sight.  But,  left  the  worthy 
Offering  mould  not  be  underftood,  or  recompenfed  as  it 
ought  to  be,  through  the  deplorable  Ignorance  of  the 
Quality,  whofe  high  Characters  place  them  far  above  the 
Reach  of  Knowledge  and  the  Jmpulfes  of  Humanity,  I 
have  for  the  Benefit  of  my  worthy  Companions  in  the 
Labours  of  the  Standifh,  drawn  up  the  following  Form, 
with  which  I  would  have  all  Dedications  to  conclude. 

• ,  m 

The  Right  Honourable  Dives  Earl  of  Wridefield,  Debtor  to 
Paul  Poorwit,/£>r  the  following  Goads  fold  and  delivered. 

£.    s.  d. 

Imprimis,  For  a  large  Stock  of  Learning  ve- 
ry much  wanted  --------  02  10  00 

ltetn,  For  a  Barrel  of  rare  Eloquence,  admir'd 

by  all  the  World,  but  never  yet  ufed  -  -  05  00  co 

Item,  For  as  much  Juftice  and  Honour  as  a 

Great  Man  has  occafion  for  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  co  01  oj{- 

Jtem,  For  a  Hoglhead  of  Courage  that  never 

faw  the  Sun  -  -  -  -     -  -  -  iocooo 

Item,  For  half  a  Pound  of  Wit  and  Humour, 
being  all  I  had  to  fpare,  but  very  good  in 


Item%  For  feveral  Thimble-  fulls  of  Genero/i- 
ty,  a  fcarce  Commodity  -  -  -  


01  00  00 


00  02  05 
Item 
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Item,  For  a  long  Line  of  Lineage,  and  great 
Quantities  of  ancient  Blood,  neither  of 
them  meafu red,  but  only  gueft  at  -  -  -  -       oo  po 

Item,  For  praifmg  your  Ancellors,  unknown  ci  10  oo 

Item,  For  admiring  your  Lady's  Beauty,  un- 

fighr,  unleen  -  oo  10  oo 

Item,  For  a  graceful  Perfon,  all  of  my  own 

making    oz  loco 

Sum  Total  28  03  06  f 

My  Lord, 

I Have  fent  you  the  above  mentioned  Goods,  being  the 
bed  my  Garret  affords,  and  at  the  loweft  Price.  I 
hope  they  will  pleafe  you.  You  will  find  in  the  Cargo  fe- 
veral  Things  which  I  have  not  Itemed ;  <viz.  A  large 
Parcel  of  Virtue,  and  another  of  good  Nature ;  becaufe 

I  knew  you  wanted  them  as  much  as  any  of  the  reft.  

Thefe  too  Articles  will  raife  the  Whole  to,  at  leaft,  even 
Thirty  Pounds ;  and  I  have  drawn  a  Bill  upon  your  Lord- 
fhip  accordingly,  which  I  beg  your  Lordfhip  to  pay  at 
bight ;  for,  I  affure  you,  I  have  had  prefling  Occajion 
for  the  Money  long  before  it  was  due.  I  might  have 
found  Chapmen  for  thefe  Goods  among  very  many  of"  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry,as  unprovided  with  them  as  yourfelf ; 
but  out  of  pure  Refpeft  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  refolved  you 

ihould  have  the  Refufal.  In  firm  Expectation  of  your 

approaching  Bounty,  I  am 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Lord/hips  mofi  Obliged, 
Mofi  Devoted, 

Mofi  obedient, 
Mofi,  &C. 

In  this  plain  Manner  would  I    have  Authors  treat 
their  Patrons.    The  faid  f  hirty  Pounds  may  probabl 
be  all  the  Poet's  Stock; and  Wits,  dealing  the  leaft  upo^ 
Credit,  either  in  Selling  or  Buying,  of  any  Trading  Pro 
fie  in  the  World,  have  the  more  Occafion  for  Ready" 
Money. 

Your  Lordfhip  may  by  this  perceive,  how  I  expeel  to 
be  treated  and  rewarded  for  the  following  Panegyrick  on 
yourfelf; 

H  3  In 


294    -A  Dedication  to  a  Great  Man, 

In  attempting  your  Chara&er,  (to  ufe  the  fafhionable 
Phrafe)  J  (hall  begin  with  the  Antiquity  of  your  Houfe, 
equally  Old  and  Uluftrious.  Your  Anceftors,  won  Hon- 
ours, and  you,  my  Lord,  wear  them  ;  how  well  they 
become  you,  I  need  not  fay,  the  fame  being  as  evident 
to  the  whole  World  as  to  me.  You  would,  no  Doubt, 
acquire  new  Ones,  werethereany  Room  left  for  them  ; 
but  what  Occafion  have  you  to  toil  and  ftruggle  for  that 
which  is  already  provided  for  you  by  others  ?  And  it  is 
a  plain  Jnltance  of  your  confummate  Prudence,  that  your 
Eafe  Is  by  no  Means  interrupted  by  any  the  leaft  Purfuit 
pi  this  Kind  If  any  dare  infolently  call  in  Queftion 
your  Glory,  fhew  them  your  Coat  of  Arms,  and  the 
Number  of  your  Manours  ;  ftrike  them  Dumb,  by 
telling  them  of  the  Nobility  of  your  Blood,  and  Blind, 
by  (hewing  them  the  Splendor  of  your  Race. 

Nobility  is  held  by  Patent,  and  where  is  the  Neceflity 
of  another  Tenor  by  Virtue  ?  A  Piece  of  Parchment  is 
a  much  more  portable  Inftrument.  Your  Lordlhip  feems 
apprized  of  the  Difficulty  of  excelling  in  any  Thing, 
and  therefore  wifely  forbears  drudging  for  Fame.  Your 
Anceflors  excelled  for  you  :  They,  by  having  many  Ac- 
f  omplilhments,  have  faved  you  the  Trouble  of  having 
iiny.  1  he  Luftre  of  their  Names  mines  flill  upon  you, 
tho*  exceedingly  weakened  by  the  Length  of  the  Journey, 
having  fpent  many  of  its  Rays  in  its  Parage  thro'  three 
or  four  Generations,  who  wanted  its  Influence  as  much 
as  yourfelf.  Thus,  if  we  trace  the  Merit  of  a  great 
Family,  it  is  like  the  Courfe  of  a  River  inverted,  larg- 
eft  towards  the  Fountain. 

Should  any  one  make  an  ill-bred  Comparifon  (which 
God  fofbid)  betwixt  your  Lordfhip  and  the  Founders  of 
your  Houfe,  you  could  (hew  him,  or  I  for  you,  that  you 
poflefs  feveral  Arts  and  Acquirements,  which  the  o^d 
faihioncd  Fellows,  with  all  their  Abilities  and  long  Beards 
were  utter  Strangers  to.  If  one  of  your  Forefathers  was 
a  great  Orator,  and  could  do  Wonders  with  his  Mouth, 
your  Lordlhip  is  as  dexterous  in  the  Exercife  of  the  Or- 
gan next  to  it,  andean  take  Snuff  with  great  Volubility 
*>i  Noftril.  What  tho'  another  of  your  Grand-fires  was 
an  able  Politician,  a  Perfon  of  great  Cunning  and  Brains? 
The  ou'.fidecf  his  Head  was  not  half  fo  well  inftru&ed 

as 
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as.  your  own:  You  have  more  Curls  in  the  Covering  of 
yours,  than  he  had  Wiles  in  the  Lining  of  his  :  His  was 
Equipp'd  by  painful  Study,  yours  is  Eeufved  by  your 
painful  Barber.  A  Third  was  a  brave  Soldier,  but  were 
he  put  to  handle  your  Cane  or  your  Snuff -Box,  he  would 
be  at  as  great  a  Lofs,  as  you,  my  Lord,  wou'd  be  to 
handle  his  Truncheon.  A  Fourth  fat.  up  at  Nights,  and 
lived  by  his  Clients  ;  but  your  Lordfhip,  more  Happy 
and  lefs  Learned,  lies  a  Bed  all  Day,  and  lives  by 
your  Tenants.  All  thefe  laboured  for  your  Grandeur 
and  Support,  forefeeing.  as  one  would  imagine,  that 
you  would  have  Need  of  tueir  Aid.  And  it  cannot  bf 
deny*d,  that  it  is  poflible  one  may  be  fo  great  a  Ma n  a§ 
to  be  good  for  little,  Wifdorn  and  Worth,  we  fee,  ear  - 
not  be  entailed  like  Titles  and  Acres.  It  were,  indeed, 
to  be  wiihed,  that  a  wife  Head  and  an  honeit  Heart  could 
beget  their  Likenefs,  and  that  famous  Men  could  (ranC* 
mit  their  Parts  with  their  Titles  to  their  Po fieri ty  ;  but 
fince  that  cannot  be,  their  Defcendants  mufl  comfort, 
themfelves  with  being  a  kin  to  Merit,  tho'  ever  fo  re- 
motely. 

Nothing  is  more  frequent  and  natural,  than  to  value, 
ourfelves  upon  that  which  is  none  of  ours.  Of  this  I 
have,  in  my  Time,  feen  feveral  merry  Inftances.  I  knew 
aThrelher  in  Wiltjbire,  who  was  fo  elevated  upon  his 
Brother's  being  made  a  Parfon,  and  promoted  to  a  Cu- 
racy of  Twenty  Pounds  a  Year,  that  he  threw  away 
his  Flayl,  as  a  Difcredit  to  one  who  was  nearly  related  to 
fo  great  a  Man,  and  betook  himfelf  to  poaching  in  the 
River,  as  a  more  Gentleman-like  Way  of  Life.  It  was 
obferved  of  him,  that  ever  afterwards  he  rowlcd  his 
Stockings,  whereas  he  had  before  always  humbly  but- 
toned his  Breeches  ever  them.  It  is  faid  he  threatens  to 
leave  the  Village  where  he  was  born,  becaufe  the  ill- 
bred  Inhabitants  fiill  continue  to  ftile  him  no  higher 
than  bare  Gaffer  Thump,  as  they  ufed  to  do  notwith- 
standing that  his  Brother  is  a  Curate  :  But  it  is  thought 
this  h'gh-fpirited  Perfon  will  be  difappointed,  for 
that  no  Parim  will  receive  him  without  a  Certificate.  I 
would,  out  of  the  Benignity  of  my  Nature,  comfort  all 
Great  Men,  who  have  noble  Blood  but  vulgar  Under- 
ftandings,  with  the  Repartee  of  a  Weft  Country  Black- 
H4  fmlth, 
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fmith,  who,  in  a  Difpute  with  a  Earber  that  called  him 
an  ignorant  Fellow,  anfwered,  with  equal  Scorn,  That 
thtf  he  could  neither  read  nor  write,  his  Father  had  been 
Game-keeper  to  tie  Lord  0/ a  Manour.  The  Barber  who 
was  but  the  Son  of  a  Barber,  finding  himfelf  out-match'd 
in  Family,  very  refpectfully  gave  up  the  Difpute  to  his 
Betters.  s 

It  is  fcar.ee  to  be  perceived  how  diffufive  and  multi- 
plying a  little  good  Blood  is  :  The  Increafeof  the  BlefTed 
Virgin's  Milk,  by  the  Magick  and  Management  of 
Popi/h  Monks,  is  not  more  miraculous.  How  many 
Thoufands  find  themfelves  enriched  by  it,  or  rather  im- 
poverifhed  !  For  nothing  is  more  apt  to  turn  the  Brain  ; 
and  it  is  often  got  into  the  Head,  when  there  is  not  half 
a  Drop  of  it  in  the  Arteries. 

We  may  obferve,  by  the  Way,  that  we  are  ever  neareft 
related  to  the  greatefl  Man  of  our  Blood,  tho'  removed 
feven  Generations  from  him.  If  our  Great-Grandfathers 
for  Inftance,  was  a  wife  Man,  and  our  Grandfather 
and  Father  a  Brace  of  Fools,  we  fkip  the  two  laft,  and 
beeome,  after  a  wonderful  Manner,  the  immediate  De- 
scendants of  thefirft.  Thus  a  Man  becomes  the  very 
next  m  Blood  to,  perhaps  the  firfl:  of  his  Name,  who 
lived  300  Years  ago,  and  fcorns  to  be  in  the  leaft  a  kin 
to  the  Perfon  that  begot  him  :  You  fhall  not  meet  with  a 

Jew  who  is  the  Son  of  his  Father  No,  he's  the  Son 

of  Abrahamy  who  has  been  dead  fo  many  thoufand 
Years,  and  yet  is  Hill  forced  to  father  a  fwarthy  Race  of 

Brokers  and  B  g  ers.    In  the  fame  Manner  has 

King  Cadwallader  begot  every  Mother's  Son  that  has 
been  born  in  Wales  for  five  hundred  Generations.  I 
know  a  Lady,  who  is  far  gone  in  Genealogy  and  Pride, 
whofe  Father  had,  with  a  great  Title  and  Eflate,  a 
great  Faculty  likewife  of  Drivelling  ;  him  fhe  never 
mentions,  as  being,  I  fuppofe,  no  ways  related  to  him; 
but  a  great  Man  of  her  Name,  who  lived  in  the  Reign 
of  William  Rufus,  is  her  good  and  right  well  beloved 

Kinfman-  He  was,  1  take  it,  either  her  Uncle,  or 

at  farther!,  her  Coufin-German. 

This  picking  and  culling  of  our  Anceftors,  (as  if  it  lay 
at  our  Mercy,  after  we  are  brought  into  the  World,  w  ho 
■Jhould  bring  us  thither)  fhews  great  Ambition,  but  fin  all 

Policy 
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Policy.  For,  certainly,  we  Ihould  be  exceeding  careful 
not  to  mention  ourfelves  with  fuch  of  our  Anceitors  with 
whom  we  cannot  Hand  a  Companion.  A  Dwarf  may 
ftrut  upon  the  Shoulders  of  a  Giant,  but  rliil  his  Dwarf- 
ihip  is  the  more  confpicuous  from  the  Company  he  keeps ; 
and  many  a  Man  climbs  only  to  mew  his  elevated  Little- 

nefs.    This  is  all  wrong  They  that  would  appear 

tall,  ought  to  converfe  only  with  the  fhort,  if  they  would 
take  a  natural  Method  of  coming  at  the  Scope  of  their 
Ambition.  I  therefore  approve  the  Prudence  and  Policy 
of  our  worfhipful  Country  Squires  and  Fox -hunters,  who, 
for  the  Sake  of  having  daily  Companions,  at  1  eaft, 
fomething,  below  themfelves  in  Speech  and  Underfland » 
ing,  fpend  all  ail  their  Time  with  dumb  Creatures,  and 
live  and  die  among  Horles  and  Dogs.  An  honefl  Gen- 
tleman, whofe  fpeaking  Organs  would  be  of  no  Ufe  to 
him  in  the  Senate  or  in  Conversation,  mall  be  very  elo- 
quent in  an  Aflembly  of  Hounds,  and,  with  great  Force 
and  Fluency  of  Throat,  out-do  his  Brother  Orators  in 
their  own  Way.  The  Wifdom  of  Thefe  Worthies,  who 
are  edncated  in  the  Kennel,  goes  farther  yet ;  for  every 
Man  chuies  for  his  Tutor  that  Beagle  whole  Voice  he  is 
moil  capable  of  imitating  :  Inlbmuch,  that  as  foon  as  I 
hear  one  of  thofe  Academicks  begin  his  Excife,  that  is, 
to  open,  lean  prefently  pronounce  whofe  Pupil  he  has 
been,  whether  bred  under  Doclor  Jow!er>  or  Doctor 
Sweet  Hps.  Atprefent  Doctor  Ringwoodis  more  famous 
than  ail  the  reft  for  the  Number  of  Scholars  he  has  train'd 
up  ;  I  know  feveral  of  them  myfeif,  and  particulaily  a 
hopeful  young  Gentleman,  the  eldeft  Son  of  a  Baronet, 
who  is  a  great  Proficient  in  this  Kind  of  Throat-Learning. 

 — It  is  believed,  he  is  now  fit  to  head  the  Pack  him- 

felf  in  the  Abfence  of  his  faid  Matter,  the  polite  Dr. 
Ringwood.  When  this  ingenious  young  Heir  difplays 
his  Wind-Pipe,  his  Mother's  Heart  beats  for  Joy,  and 
the  old  Knight  teils  the  Company  with  a  Wink  and  a 
Nod,  Harry  is  Father's  own  Son.  ■■■■  Now  thus  far 

all  is  well,  when  Ambition  goes  Hand  in  Hand  with  Ca- 
pacity. But  Sir  John,  not  content  with  thefe  Excellen- 
cies in  himfelf  and  his  Son,  will '.be  ever  and  anon  men- 
tioning the  Virtues  and  Talents  of  his  Anceftors,  who 
H  5  were 
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tvere  indeed  great  Men  :  However,  the  Knight  never 
concludes  without  infinuating  his  own  Praife,  and  that 
of  his  Heir,  by  aflerting,  That  not  one  of  his  Forefa- 
thers could  compafs  a  Bumper,  or  fill  a  Hunting- 
Horn. 

Having  thus,  my  Lord,  done  Juftice  to  your  Pedi- 
gree-, I  mall  proceed  next  to  the  Confideration  of  your 

fortune. 

The  Founders  of  Families  are  generally  provident  e- 
rjough  to  fupport  the  Titles  they  leave  behind  them  with 
fuitable  Eftates ;  which  is  a  molt  commendable  Care  : 
For,  alas !  as  the  World  runs,  what  is  Blood  without 
Riches  ?  Money  and  Land  are  the  very  Touchftones  of 
Quality.  Antiquity  may  be  overlooked,  but  Acres  are 
njifible  Honours.  Nothing  is  more  illuftrious  than  a  long 
Rent-Roll  ;  without  it  the  m®ft  founding  and  fplendid 
Patent  has  no  Power  over  the  Hearts  or  Hats  of  an  Af- 
fembly.  It  is  confefs'd,  neither  Family  nor  Riches  make 
the  leaft  Alteration  in  the  human  Frame.  An  Ear  dom 
can't  cure  a  ftinking  Breath, nor  take  the  Scull  half  an  Inch 
thinner;  and  a  Great  Man  may  be  a  Dwarf  or  a  Scoun- 
drel, with  half  a  Million  of  Money,  or  half  a  County  in 
his  PoiTtffton.  Alexander  the  Great  had  a  wry  Neck, 
(perhaps  with  carrying  the  Globe  upon  his  Back)  of 
which  the  Property  of  the  World  could  not  cure  him. 
But  I  am  only  talking  of  reputed,  and  not  real,  Great- 
nefs,  and  cannot  but  congratulate  your  Lordlhip  upon 
the  real  Kindnefs  which  is  done  you,  in  particular,  by 
this  Diftin&ion. 

You,  my  Lord,  have  a  double  Right  to  Refpecl,  from 
your  Title,  and  from  your  Affluence.  The  latter  is  in- 
deed the  lefs  worthy  ;  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  Bigottry  of 
the  World  to  Wealth,  that  were  it  not  for  that,  the  for- 
mer would  hardly  be  regarded.  Nay,  to  deal  ingenu- 
oufly  with  your  Lordlhip,  had  I  not  known  you  to  be 
Rich,  I  Ihould,  perhaps,  never  have  known  you  to  be 
Noble ;  and  then  your  Lordfhip  and  I  mould  never  have 
been  Patron  and  Client,  nor  Mankind  been  inftrucled  in 
your  Character.  I  would  not  therefore  for  lefs  than 
thirty  Founds,  that  your  Lordfhip  mould  have  wanted 
this  Opportunity  of  obliging  Pofterity  and  myfelf.  Go 
on,  my  Lord,  in  the  Paths  of  Honour,  that  is,  in  the 
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Art  of  getting ;  and  continue  to  be  defervlng,  that  is, 
to  be  Rich. 

From  your  Lordmip's  Wealth  it  is  natural  enough  to 
make  a  Tranfition  to  your  Lordfnip's.Wit ;  fmce,  ac- 
cording to  the  laudable  Civility  of  the  World,  the  Man 
who  has  Sufficiency  of  Bags  is  fure  to  be  endow'd  with, 
Sufficiency  of  Brain.  It  is  very  obfervable,  that  though 
Wit  has  feldom  or  never  the  Senfe  to  fall  into  the  Road 
of  Gain,  and  therefore  your  witty  Men  are  the  foolifhell 
Fellows  in  the  World,  that  is  to  fay,  the  poorer!  ;  yet 
Riches,  on  the  contrary,  never  fail  to  dubb  a  Fool  a 
wife  Man ;  and  a  Dunce  no  fooner  ceafes  to  be  poor* 
but  he  is  tranfmuted  into  a  Jhreivd cunning  Fellow.  The 
Reafon  of  this  mud  be,  that  the  Wit  of  a  poor  Man*  ly- 
ing only  in  the  Imide  of  his  Head,  is  altogether  invifi- 
Bfe  and  unregarded ;  whereas  the  Wit  and  Parts  of  the 
Wealthy  being  entirely  without  the  Scull,  and  conMing 
of  AfTets  and  Effects,  are  honour' d  becaufe  they  are  ob- 
vious. A  Man,  who  has  Wit  in  Cheflfulls,  and  a  Geni- 
us that  conMs  of  feveral  Manours,  will  never  want  the 
Fra'iics  which*  are  due  to  fuch  uncommon  Talents.  I 
couid  mention  flftafty  worthy  Citizens  who  have  vail  Ca- 
pacities at  Sea,  and  are  wonderfully  witty  in  Ware- 
houses, and  moft  ingenious  in  Batik  Stock,  befides  ou- 
tliers, whole  Abilities  are  as  confpicuous  in  the  Ex- 
cbequer. 

1  cannot  but  lament,  on  this  Occafion,  with  a  feeling 
Concern,  the  invincible  Obltacles  which  hinder  that  un- 
happy Wit,  which  is  merely  internal,  from  riling  into 
Notice  and  Reputation,  Alas!  (abfit  iwvidia  verba) 
there  is  no  Wit  at  all  in  being  hungry,  and  where  is 
the  Jeft  of  having  but  one  Shirt:  A  Wig  without  Buc- 
kle h  but  dull  Entertainment,  and  a  Threadbare  Coat 
has  no  Manner  of  Force  upon  the  Mufcles.  1  can  fpeak 
it  from  Experience,  there  is  no  Joke  in  an  empty  Purfe. 
1  had  therefore  no  Expedient  left  to  procure  me  a  little 
W'ir,  but  the  letting  out  my  Parts  to  Hire,  as  I  now  do 
tb  )  out  Lordihip,  'Thirty  Pounds,  my  Lord,  frugally  ma- 
nag'd.  will  niafee  me  a  wife  Man  for  three  Months  toge- 
ther. Your  Loidlhip,  who  hath  Talents  of  a  vaft  Extent 
for  feveral  Miles  round  you,  and  vail:  Parts  in  Cafli  and 
$knk  Bills,  has  not  only  a  fufficient  Bulk  of  Penetration 

and 
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and  Wi/dcm  to  ferve  you  for  Life,  but  will  doubtlefs 
transmit  the  fame  fubitantial  Accomplifhments  undimi- 
nihYd  to  your  Pofterity.  My  Lord  Clarendon  tells  us, 
That  Oliver  G^iWs  Abilities  feem'd  to  raife  in  Pro- 
portion to  his  Advancement  in  Power:  And  your  Lord- 
fhip's  Wit  and  Senfe,  that  are  now  fo  bulky,  and  of  fuch 
mighty  Circumference,  would  certainly  have  been  invi- 
fible  to  the  Buzzard  World,  to  this  Hour,  had  not  your 
Fortune  lifted  them  and  you  into  Obfervation. 

1  do  not  fay  all  this  to  prove  to  your  Lordlhip,  that 
your  Lordfhip  has  a  great  deal  of  Wit ;  it  is  the  laft 
Thing  you  want  to  be  convine'd  of. — But  it  is  my  Am- 
bition to  get  rnyfclf  a  little  Wit  and  Wifdom  with  your 
Moneys  and  it  is  but  reafonable  I  mould  do  fomething 
for  it.  I  owe  my  Landlady  for  a  Quarter's  Lodging, 
and  my  Laundrefs  for  a  Month's  W'afhing  ;  they  are  the 
ivvo  mil  whom  I  intend  to  fatisfy  that  I  am  a  fenfible 
Man  :  For  I  already  find,  by  their  fower  Looks,  they  be- 
gin to  qucftion  my  Parts.  My  Shoemaker  too,  and  fe  ve- 
ra! other  Tradefmen,  want  iadly  to  handle  feme  Proofs 
and  Inftanccs  of  my  Wit  and  Genius.  It  would  be  bar- 
barous in  your  Lordlhip  to  let  me  pafs  any  longer  for  a 
Fool  amongft  thefe  Fellows  whom  one  cannot  live  with- 
out. For  a  feall  Matter  of  that  Sort  of  good  Senfe, 
which  is  call'd  Money,  I  mall  find  Admiration  among 
them,  and,  which  is  better,  Credit  and  New  Shoes.  I 
have  often  been  witty,  to  the  belt  of  my  Skill,  at  the 
Tavern  over  a  Bottle  of  Wine  •>  but  the  Blockhead  the 
"Vintner  is  fo  dull  and  covetous,  that  he  can  fee  no  Wit 
about  me,  but  what  I  tell  out  between  my  Finger  and 
my  Thumb,  a  Piece  of  Ingenuity  which  I  am  not  al- 
ways Mailer  of.  O  the  Degeneracy  of  the  Age  !  Ben 
Johnjon  has  frequently  paid  his  Reckoning  in  a  Couplet, 
and  liv'd  comfortably  and  merrily  a  whole  Winter's  Night 
upon  a  Punn.  Alas !  I  do  not  believe,  in  this  Iron  Age, 
a  Canto  of  a  hundred  Staves  would  bring  a  Quart  of 
Shcny,  or  a  Pound  of  Salmon.  Many  a  Wit  would  be 
fore'd  to  pawn  his  Coat  (if  any  Perfon  would  take  it) 
for  a  Dinner,  did  not  the  charitable  Bookfeller  advance 
him  Half  a  Crown  on  his  new  Poem,  and  by  that  Means 
pay  hun  Half  in  Hand* 

If 
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If  a  certain  eminent  Merchant  had  not  manifefted  \i\ 
uncommon  Understanding  in  the  uncommon  Number  o 
his  Ships,  and  his  harmonious  Difpofit ion  (tuneful  would 
have  done  better)  in  the  chiming  of  his  Bags,  the  Blunt- 
tiefs  of  the  incomparable  Mr.  Durfey'j  Nature  would  ne- 
ver have  rais'd  fo  many  plauditory  Plants  in  the  large 
field  of  the  faid  Merchant's  Commendations :  Lut  that 
venerable  Lyrick  knew  too  well  the  Eajinefs  of  his  Pa- 
tron s  Humour y  not  to  expect  from  it  an  Order  upon  his 
Goldfmith,  where  the  harmonious  Knight  keeps  the  opu- 
lent Marks  of  his  uncommon  Underjiand'uig.  How  large 
Tafte  Jbe  afforded  Mr.  Durfey  of  his  Parts,  I  know  not ; 
what;  I  am  to  expect  from  your's,  my  Lord,  I  know, 
and  fo  will  your  Lordfhip  too,  when  you  have  perus'd 
this  uncommon  Dedication, 

I  have,  by  this  Time,  I  hope,  with  fufficient  Clear- 
nefs,  difplay'd  to  myReaders,  that  is,  to  the  whole  World, 
the  Quality  and  Extent  of  your  Lordfhjp's  Wit,  If  1 
have  but  little  to  fay  of  your  Eloquence,  it  is  becaufe 
you  have  hitherto  fhewn  but  little.  But  this  is  owing 
to  nothing  but  Choice  and  Refervednefs,  on  your  Part ; 
Your  Modefty,  my  Lord,  like  a  Pot-lead,  fmothers  the 
Overflowings  of  your  Spirit,  and  fupprefles  the  Ebulli- 
tion of  your  Rhetorick.  It  becomes  me  to  believe  you 
could  do  Wonders  this  Way^.  if  you  would.  Why  will 
you  thus  neglect  and  conceal  your  Abilities,  and  obfti- 
nately  perfift  to  be  only  a  Hearer  in  the  Senate  ?  I  do 
not  queftion,  but  even  this  OmilTion  and  feeming  Indo- 
lence is  praiie-worthy  and  publick-fpirited.  Your  Lord- 
Ihip,  no  doubt,  confiders,  that  the  very  Lifteners  in  pub- 
lic Aflemblies  are  promoting  the  Trade  of  their  Coun- 
try, while  they  confume  SnurT,  and  wear  out  Handker- 
chiefs. Thus  is  the  Intereft  of  Mankind  advanced  by 
Idlenefs  and  Incapacity  itfelf. 

Bcfides,  when  I  reflect  how  much  Tongue- Artillery 
is  daily  wafted  without  doing  the  leaft  Execution,.  I  mull 
applaud  it  as  a  Piece  of  Prudence  and  Humanity  in  your 
Lordfhip,  to  avoid  the  fhedding  of  innocent  Words.  How 
many  excellent  Orators  have  we,  who  are  inftructive  with- 
out being  underftood,  fevere  without  being  felt,  and  loud 
without  being  heard.  What  Pity  is  this!  Commend  me 
to  thofe  that  fit  ftill  and  tak«  Snuft  bexaufe  ihey  have 

nothing 
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nothing  elfe  to  fay.  I  have  often  lamented  and  figh'd 
in  my  Clofet,  that  Mens  Tongues  mould  have  more 
Speed  thnu  their  Underftandings.  When  our  Spirits  arc 
heavy  and  grave,  it  is  but  reafonable  the  Tongue  mould 
be  mod  with  Lead.  But  alas!  our  Chops,  when  once 
they  are  fet  a  going,  generally  mew  our  Jntelleds  a  Pair 
of  Heels,  and  gallop  away  wrh  fuch  Fleetnefs,  tha: 
even  the  Memory  itfelf  is  diftane'd,  as  fvvift  as  it 
is. 

Were  the  Tongue  only  to  move  by  the  Direction  of 
good  Senfe,  how  many  worthy Engl Ijb  Gentlemen  and  fine 
Ladies  would  live  and  die  fecretly  dumb  ?  This  putting 
of  the  Jaws  upon  hard  Labour  without  Pro6r,  and  com- 
mitting a  Rape  upon  People's  Ears  without  the  Confent 
of  their  Hearts,  is  a  notorious  Nuifance  and  Breach  of 
the  Peace.  It  is  an  Offence  to  others,  and  a  Diflemper 
in  ounelves.  This  Difeafe  I  call  the  Upward  Loofenefs  ; 
and  it  is  in  feveral  Refpects  as  naufeous  as  that  below  ; 
nay,  it  fometimes  equally  affronts  the  Senfe  of  Smelling, 
as  when  the  Speaker's  Lungs  are  not  over- orthodox,  or 
fo. 

It  is  really  a  miierable  Cafe,  that,  when  a  chattering 
Booby  finds  himfelf  loaded  with  a  turbulent  Quantity  of 
Words  and  Wind,  which  he  has  a  Mind  ro  difcharge,  I 
mull  be  obliged  to  ftand  the  Shot  of  his  Noife  and  Na- 
flinefs  for  perhaps  an  Hour  or  two  together.  This,  I  am 
fure,  is  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  Equity  and  Cleanlinefs ; 
but  itfeems  I  am  bound  to  it  by  the  Laws  of  Courtefy 
and  good  Breeding. 

What  I  have  here  faid  of  Loquacity,  concerns  only 
private  Converfation :  But  when  this  Infult  upon  our 
Senfes  appears  in  publick  Affemblies,  it  is  yet  more  in- 
tolerable. Why  muft  prating  Oafs  (empty  of  every 
Thing  but  Froth  and  Clamour)  be  for  ever  fuffer'd, 
without  Rebuke,  to  befpewing  up  their  ill  fcented  Cru- 
dities in  the  Faces  of  Men  that  are  either  Wife  or 
Brave  ?  I  would  humbly  propofe,  for  the  Eafe  of  this 
Chriftian  Country,  that  whenever  an  Orator  of  this  Sort 
begins  to  gape  and  ftrain,  one  of  the  Company  fhall  go 
up  to  him,  and,  taking  hold  of  his  Button,  tell  him,  Sir, 
J  am  furry  to  foe  you  troubled  <witb  fo  violent  a  Vomiting  : 
Or,  perhaps,  it  may  be  more  proper,  without  faying  a 
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Word,  to  run  with  a  Chamber-pot,  and  hold  it  up  to 
his  Chin.  For  this  Purpofe,  I  would  decree,  that  every 
Place  of  publick  Meeting  in  this  Ifland  be  provided  with 
one  or  more  of  thefe  neceffary  Ve£eh>  either  to  receive 
or  reftrain  the  Overflowings  of  indigefted  Oratory.  If 
one  of  thefe  emetick  Speakers  cannot  conveniently  be 
come  at,  it  is  only  crying,  To  the  Chamber-Pot  ;  and, 
if  he  has  Shame  in  him,  he  will  grow  well,  and  fit 
down. 

There  is  fomething  exceeding  infolent  in  thefe  long- 
winded  Talkers.  What  Right  has  any  Man  living  to 
lay  an  Embargo  upon  my  Throat,  when  at  the  fame 
Time  he  keeps  his  own  open  ?  He  tkat  ufurps  the 
whole  Difcourie,  lays  this  modeft  Injunction  upon  the 
whole  Company  °,  namely,  to  be  filent^  and  hear  hint. 

The  Ladies,  indeed,  who  underftand  their  Privileges 
much  better  than  we  do  our's,  are  not  enflav'd  by  our 
Rules  ;  but,  tho'  there  be  a  Score  of  them  together, 
exert  the  Faculty  of  Speech  all  at  once  :  And  really,  if 
we  do  but  remember  that  it  is  their  whole  Bufinefs  and 
Ambition  to  be  only  voluble,  without  troubling  them- 
felve$  with  being  intelligible,  we  cannot  blame  them  for 
exercifing  their  Tongues,  as  they  do  their  Fans,  in  all 
Weathers,  merely  for  a  little  Parade,  or  becaufe  they 
are  uied  to  it.  Ladies,,  therefore,  when  they  are  flut- 
tering either  of  thefe  inoffenfive  Inflruments,  ought  not 
to  be  interrupted  with  an  Offer  of  the  Chamber-Pot,  for, 
if  it  be  only  the  Pravity  of  the  Intention  that  makes  Ac- 
tions criminal,  it  is  evident  they  can  be  no  Offenders, 
who  fpeak  without  any  Intention  at  all.  I  know  the 
fair  Prattlers  are  fo  overitock'd  with  Self-denial,  that  they 
will  humbly  difown  this  my  Juftification  of  them,  as  what 
they  do  not  d-  ferve  ;  but  I  am  refolv'd  to  perfift,  and 
make  them  innocent  in  Spite  of  themfelves.  But  as  for 
thole  of  my  own  Sex,  who  are  addicted  to  purge  at  the 
Mouth,  1  mall  never  revoke  my  Decree  againit  them,  or 
any  of  them,  except  fuch  as  honour  theTruth,  and  freely 
confefs,  that  though  they  talk  much,  they  mean  nothing, 
And  indeed  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  very  many  well- 
meaning  Perfons  are  Rhetorical  for  no  Reafon  in  the 
Earth,  but  becaufe  they  are  not  Retentive  ;  and  fo  are 
forced  to  break  Words  purely  for  their  Eafe,    When  a 
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Man's  Tongue  is  always  ready  bridPd  and  faddl'd,  he 
cannot  help  it  if  it  will  run  away  him. 

This  Kind  of  Eloquence,  like  an  ill  Breath,  is  cura- 
ble but  one  Way,  and  that  is,  by  tying  a  certain  Liga- 
ture, caiPd  a  Halter,  round  the  Patient's  Neck,  and 
girding  it,  till  you  have  quite  ltopp'd  up  the  Gutter 
through  which  the  afbrefaid  Excrements  do  iflfue. 

But  as  this  Remedy  might  prove  fomewhat  dangerous 
to  many  Thoufands  of  his  Majelty's  good  Subjects,  I  (hall 
be  cautious  in  recommending  this  publick-fpirited  Pro- 
ject, tho'  I  am  fully  convinced  it  would  effectually  de- 
Itroy  all  his  Enemies  within  thefe  his  Dominions.  But 
as  i  am  a  Friend  to  the  Tranquillity  and  Nofes  of  Man- 
kind, I  will  make  bold  to  prefcribe  a  Succedancum  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  an  Equivalent  for  Hanging. 

As  a  Specifick  therefore  againft  the  dreadful  Effects  of 
this  fcetid  and  epidemical  Diitemper,  I  would  advife  the 
lick  Body,  when  the  Fit  is  coming  upon  him,  which  he 
will  perceive  by  an  ungovernable  Agitation  in  his  Jaws, 
and  an  inceffant  Rattling  in  his -Throat,  to  withdraw 
himfeif  immediately  from  Company,  and  employ  thefe 
indefatigable  Organs  in  running  over  a  Chapter  or  two 
in  the  Bible.  People,  I  know,  particularly  my  Patients, 
will  make  a  horrid  Outcry  again  it  the  Dijlaftefulnefs  of 
this  Remedy,  but  that  can  be  no  Objection  againft  the 
Ufe  of  it,  fince  the  bitterefi  Drugs  are  often  the  mof£ 
fuccefsful.  Befides,  it  is  well  known,  that  all  Medicines 
that  difpofe  to  Sleep,  are  harp  and  unpalatable.  Of  this 
Nature  are  the  numerous  and  powerful  Opiat%  which 
come  daily  from  the  Prefs  and  the  Pulpit.  A  Dofe  or 
two  of  Scripture,  if  People  would  but  be  ptrfuaded  to 
take  it  (Sed  hie  Labor,  hoc  Opus  ejt{!)  would  compofe  thefe 
Convulfions  of  the  Chops,  and  that  Flux  of  Speech, 
which  hitherto  have  been  thought  incurable.  But  let 
none  defpair  ;  for  tho'  their  Mouths  be  dry,  and  their 
Lips  chopped  with  the  perpetual  Evacuation  of  Eloquence 
and  Spittie ;  tho'  their  Heads  ach  with  Nodding,  and 
their  Eyes  with  Winking  ;  nay,  though  their  Throats 
fhould  be  riven  with  Hemming,  and  their  Wind-pipes 
with  Straining  ;  nay,  even  tho'  their  very  Arms  mould 
be  jaded  with  explaining  their  Stories,  and  their  C  anes 
"    worn  out  with  enforcing  their  Orations,  yet  1,  the  Doc- 
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tor,  will,  by  the  Blefling  of  the  Bible  on  my  Endeavours, 
work  a  perfecl  Cure, 

This  Secret,  which  I  found  out  by  great  Induftry  and 
long  Study,  I  might,  like  other  great  Phyficians,  have 
kept  to  myielf ;  but  I  prefer  Knowledge  and  the 
Good  of  Mankind  to  living  in  Ignorance, ^  and  keeping 
a  Coach. 

For  your  many  excellent  Speakers  that  cannot  read,  I 
muft  find  out  fome  other  Cure.  Perhaps  it  may  be  no 
ineffectual  Method  to  afk  them,  whether  they  will  give 
what  they  fay  under  their  Hands,  and  to  prefent  them  at 
the  fame  Time  with  Pen,  Ink,  and  Paper  :  You  mall 
find  they  will  immediately  grow  my  of  attefling  it  in 
fo  folemn  a  Manner,  and  fo  recover  to  avoid  Difgrace. 
N.B.  This  Remedy  effectually  cures  talkative  Beaus. 

As  to  the  Ladies,  who  hate  every  Thing  that  is  un- 
plenfant  or  unfajhionablt,  I  know  my  Scripture-Sfecijick 
will  never  go  down  with  them  without  a  great  deal  of 
Art.  Thefe  genteel  well-bred  Patients  would  think  me 
a  ftrange  rude  Fellow,  fhould  I  advife  them  to  fo  vulgar 
a  Thing  as  the  Reading  of  an  old  Beck  ;  and  fo  I  rind  I 
muft  grown  cunning,  that  I  may  not  be  thought  clown- 
ifh-  Being  well  acquainted  with  the  inquifitive  Spirit 
which  is  in  them,  I  intend  to  recommend  the  Bible  to 
them  as  a  Book  that  contains  many  ftrange  Adventures, 
and  many  Secrets  which  they  never  heard  of  before  : 
There  they  will  find  Gallantry  and  Intrigues,  Songs, 
Dances,  and  pretty  Fellows,  Mobbings,  Rebellions,  and 
the  Church ;  Hereditary  Right,  and  a  Jevuijh  Pretender, 
who  was  a  very  handfome  Man,  but  had  his  Title  and 
Complexion  both  ruin'd  by  the  Gallows  ;  and  there  they 
will  find  Courts,  Ravifhings,  and  Adultery,  and  every 
Thing  that  can  pleafe  and  entertain  them :  Befides,  the 
Book  is  finely  bound  and  gilt.  I  mention  the  ftrongeft 
Motive  laft,  becaufe  they  may  remember  it  mod. 

I  am  fenfible  few  of  our  fine  Ladies  are  furninYd  with 
this  ufeful  Book,  the  fame  being  got  intirely  into  the 
Hands  of  their  Servants,  and  other  mean  People,  who 
are  poor  enough  to  be  good  Chriftians.  I  muft  therefore 
acquaint  the  Quality,  that  the  faid  Book,  calPd  a  Bible* 
may  be  met  with  at  the  Bookfellers  ;  Mr.  Baskett,  en- 
courag'd,  I  fuppofe,  by  this  Project  of  mine,  having, 
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not  long  fince,  ventured  upon  a  new  Imprefiion ;  other- 
wife,  'tis  thought,  Bibles  might,  in  a  fmall  Time,  have 
been  out  of  "Print. 

To  convince  the  whole  World  that  I  am  altogether 
difinterefted  in  this  ufeful  Difcovery,  I  mult,  in  Juftice 
to  myfelf,  declare,  that  I  have  never  fecn  the  Colour  of 
Mr.  Baskett\  Money  ;  for,  tho'  I  belong  to  the  Socie- 
ty for  the  Reformation  of  Manners,  I  do  utterly  decline 
the  ufual  Perquiftes  ariling  from  the  Execution  of  that 
Office.  If  Mr.  Basket t  indeed  mould  force  a  Bribe  up- 
on me,  I  know  the  Courtefy  of  my  Nature  will  by  no 
Means  fufFer  me  to  arYront  fo  worthy  a  Perfon  by  a  ri- 
gid Refufal,  it  being  my  Medfaft  Principle  to  fufter  ra- 
ther than  refill,  upon  fuch  powerful  Trials  ;  as  many  of 
our  good  and  model!:  Doctors  are  forc'd  into  Greatnefs 
and  Bifhopricks,  in  fpite  of  their  obftinate  and  repeated 
Nolo.  But,  though  I  mall  not  not  fall  out  with  Mr. 
Basket t  for  a.  fmall  Matter,  I  proteft  before  Hand,  that 
if  he  offers  me  above  a  Hundred  Guineas,  I  fhall  be 
flrangely  furpriz'd. 

However,  if  Mr.  Bashtt  behaves  himfelf,  as  he  ought 
to  doy  upon  this  Ocean* on,  I  intend  to  make  over  to  him, 
his  Heirs,  and  Affigns,  the  Right  of  Printing  and  Pub* 
lifting  my  Works  for  the  Space  of  Three  Hundred 
Years ;  at  the  End  of  which  Time,  I  do  Will  and  Or- 
dain, that  the  faid  Right  mall  become  general,  and  en- 
rich the  whole  Body  of  Bookfellers,  without  Diftinction, 
requiring  them,  however,  as  a  public  Emolument  for  fo 
public  a  Benefit,  to  apply  a  fmall  Portion  of  their  Profits 
towards  pulling  down  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul, 
and  rebuilding  the  fame  in  a  Manner  worthy  of  me  and 
my  Country,  the  Honour  whereof  is  hereby  confulted, 
as  well  as  the  Reputation  of  Sir  Chrijlopher  Wren  I 
mould  be  willing  to  retrieve  his  Credit  fooner,  but  as  the 
faid  Fabrick  is  never  mention'd  among  Works  of  Ar- 
chitecture, the  prefent  Architect's  Name  lies  fafely  con- 
cealed. 

I  do  alfo  Will  and  Appoint,  that  in  the  Year  2718, 
that  is  to  fay,  a  Thoufand  Years  hence,  the  faid  Com- 
pany of  Bookfellers  mail,  at  my  Expence,  that  is  to  fay, 
out  of  the  Revenues  accruing  from  my  Works,  erect 
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two  Marble  Statues  to  the  Prince  then  reigning,  the  one 
at  Charing-Cro/s,  and  the  other  before  the  Theatre  at  Ox- 
ford, with  the  following  Infer iptions. 

Upon  that  at  Charing- Crofs. 

TO  George  the  Twentieth,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  Emperor  of  all  Eu- 
rope, Arbitrator  of  the  Peace  of  JJta9  and  Defender  of 
the  Faith;  Pious,  Clement,  Juft ;  the  Nurfing  Father  of 
Liberty  and  Mankind ;  bold  for  Truth,  Religion,  Law, 
in  Oppofition  to  Tyranny,  Perfecution,  Superftition : 
His  Zeal  tempered  with  Charity,  his  Virtue  with  Affa- 
bility :  A  Prince  of  unparallel'd  Self-denial,  who  lofes 
the  Appearance  of  much  Glory  by  concealing  the  Sub- 
ftance:  By  preventing  NecelTities  and  OpprefTions  he 
prevents  the  Renown  of  relieving^them.  Thus  is  his 
Merit  the  more  excellent  by  being  lefs  vifible.  The 
Joys  and  Fears  of  his  Subjeds  are  his  own  :  Their  Peace 
is  the  End  of  all  his  Wars,  and  his  Wars  the  Means  of 
their  Peace.  He  is  magnanimous  and  wary.  His  Cou- 
rage never  betrays  Want  of  Circumfpection,  nor  his 
Circumfpe&ion  Want  of  Courage;  they  are  both  emi- 
nent. His  Liberality  is  not  conhVd  to  Worth  reveal'd, 
but  generoufly  contributes  to  raife  it ;  others  have  re- 
warded Merit,  but  he  makes  it.  He  is  happy  in  the 
Choice  and  Talents  of  his  Minifters,  and  they  in  the 
Favour  and  Fortune  of  their  Matter.  In  fhort,  this 
mighty  Emperor  feems,  in  his  whole  Life  and  Royal 
Virtues,  to  copy  out,  with  great  Exadlnefs  and  Succefs, 
the  molt  glorious  and  popular  of  all  his  numerous  Ance- 
ftors,  George  the  Firji ;  whofe  Name,  notwithstanding 
the  Dull  and  Forgetfulnefs  with  which  other  great  Prin- 
ces, and  their  Atchievements,  are  cover'd,  is  ftill  frefh 
and  amiable  in  our  Hiftory  and  Converfation  :  It  was 
He  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  the  fettled  Profperity  of 
our  Country,  and  the  continu'd  Freedom  of  Europe,  aid- 
ed by  the  Counfels  and  Negotiations  of  Sunderland,  Stan- 
hope, and  Cadogan,  great  Statefmen,  of  fuperior  Capaci- 
ties, and  boundlefs  Humanity.  By  their  Miniflration,  in 
this  Reign,  was  firft  fliaken,  and,  at  M,  overthrown,  a 
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formidable  Race  of  ancient  Pagans  (long  fince  extinct) 
named  Papifts,  the  blind  and  bloody  Slaves  of  a  wily- 
Wizard  at  Rome,  who  by  the  Magick  of  Falfhood  and 
Ignorance,  and  by  continued  and  unrelenting  Murders, 
poifoned,  flupified,  and  mifled  Chrijhndom  for  many 
Centuries.  Among  the  deathlefs  Glories  of  that  King's 
Reign,  was  his  having  for  a  Subject  John  Duke  of  Mai  l- 
borough,  furnamed  the  Great ,  who  for  Victories,  Tri- 
umphs, and  Clemency,  firji  fhaded  the  Lufire  of  Julius 
and  the  great  Macedonian.  Him  all  fucceeding  Heroes, 
guided  by  his  Example,  and  fired  by  his  SucceiTes,  have 
ftrove  to  emulate,  but  could  never  equal.  Then  aifo 
flourilhed  the  immortal  Mr,  Addifon,  whofe  Fame  is  in 
every  Mouth,  and  his  Works  in  every  Hand.  Jn  his 
Writings  are  (till  feen,  in  all  their  Frefhnefs  and  Glory, 
the  divine  Atchievements  of  William  the  Third,  and  the 
mighty  Marlborough.  7  he  Want  of  fuch  a  Genius  and 
luch  a  Pen,  is  the  Grief  and  Misfortune  of  the  prefent 
Times,  and  has  been  the  Complaint  of  every  Age  be- 
tween him  and  us.  To  compJeat  the  Prkifes  of  that 
Reign,  Parker  prefided  in  the  Senate,  and,  out;  of  it, 
comptrolled  the  Law;  King  adorned  the  Bench,  and 
Hoadley  the  Mitre. 

In  this  Place,  fome  Ages  fince,  flood  a  brazen  Eque- 
ftrian  Statue  of  an  old  Britijh  King,  whofe  Name  is  o- 
mitted,  becaufe  his  Reign  was  unfortunate  and  his  End 
unhappy.  His  Bigotry  to  the  Ecclefiaftick3  was  his  Foi- 
ble, and  at  length  his  Deduction.  Whilfr,  deluded  with 
their  falfe  incenfe,  aud  miftaking  Self  Intereft  in  them 
for  Loyalty  to  him,  he  made  them  more  than  Subjects, 
he  made  himfelf  lefs  than  a  Sovereign.  He  broke  the 
Conftitution,  becaufe  it  would  not  bend,  and  banifhed 
the  Laws,  becaufe  they  would  not  flatter.  Hefacrificed 
the  Crown  to  exalt  the  Mitre,  and  opprefled  his  Subjects 
to  fupport  the  Crown.  Monarchy  and  the  Church  be- 
came at  lad  hateful,  by  making  themfelves  dreadful,  and 
by  grafping  at  too  much,  loft  all.  The  Nation,  after 
twelve  Y  ears  Patience  under  the  continued  Attacks  of  Ra- 
pine and  Tyranny,  had  a  fortuitous  but  favourable  Op- 
portunity put  into  their  Hands,  to  relieve  themfelves. 
They  foon  found  themfelves  ftrong  and  therefore  grew  un- 
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manageable,  and,  confounding  Slavery  with  Obedience, 
fhook  off  both.    The  reft  is  too  Tragical 

The  whole  Hi ftory  of  this  ill-adviled  Prince  is  a  Pane- 
gyrick  upon  his  prefent  Majefty,  who  fortifies  his  Throne, 
and  blelTes  his  People,  by  following  clofely  the  Wifdom 
and  Example  of  his  great  Anceftor  above  mentioned,  the 
pi/ft  of  hib  Name. 

Upon  the  Statue  at  Oxford. 

TO  George  the  Twentieth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  £sV. 
A  Prince  whofe  ilrongeft  Right  to  govern  Man- 
kind proceeds  from  his  being  the  beft  and  wiieft  of  Man- 
kind. Nothing  can  equal  the  People's  Affection  to  their 
Monarch,  but  the  Monarch's  Benevolence  to  his  People. 
A  noble  Emulation !  Their  Happinefs  is  his  Study ;  his 
Safety  is  their  Care.  He  rules  by  deferving  to  rule. 
This  is  his  Opinion,  this  his  Practice.  He  owns  no 
Right  from  Heaven  but  to  do  Good,  nor  from  Men  but 
to  protect  them.  He  detefls  being  a  Tyrant,  hecaufe  his 
Anceftors  ivereKings. He  thinks  itDiabolicalReafoningthat, 
becaufehe  ought  to  defend, he  may  therefore deftroy. That 
-  Kings  are  the  Ordinances  of  God,  merely  for  being  the 
Scourges  of  God,  he  thinks  to  be  a  Propofition  as  dread- 
ful as  abfurd,  which  may,  with  equal  Juftice,  entitle 
Robbers  and  Murderers  to  Impunity  and  Non-ReMance. 
The  People  are  not  jealous  of  the  Prince's  Power,  nor  the 
Prince  of  the  People's  Liberty.  He  glaries  in  being  li- 
mited by  the  Law  of  the  Land,  but  more  in  being,  un- 
limited by  the  Love  of  his  Subjects.  His  Wifdom  and 
Power  are  employed  for  them ;  their  Hearts  and  their 
Purfes  are  open  to  him  ;  both  happy  in  mutual  and  un- 
reftrained  Confidence.  He  loves  all  his  Subjects,  and  is 
by  all  his  Subjects  beloved,  this  renowned  Nurfery  of 
Learning  fetting  an  illuitrious  Copy  of  Religion  and  Loy- 
alty to  the  remoter!:  Nations  of  his  Empire. 

And  yet  from  this  Seat  of  Knowledge formerly  iflucd 
many  black  Mills  of  Prejudice  and  Ignorance,  and  even 
the  peaceful  Mufes  were  drawn  into  Sedition  and  Out- 
rages. The  blackeft  Perjuries  and  moft  deftructive  Prin- 
ciples were  openly  encouraged  and  defended  ;  and  Re- 
ligion was  brought  into  real  Danger,  to  keep  the  Church 

out 
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out  of  it.  Every  Aftion  and  every  Name  that  did  Ho* 
nour  to  the  Nation  and  to  Mankind,  was  blackened  and 
deprefied,  whilft  the  vileft  Villanies  againft  Truth  and 
Liberty  were  countenanced  and  extolled.  Honeft  Men 
were  brow -beaten,  weak  Men  deluded,  and  Profligates 
fupported  and  protected  ;  religious  Houfes  were  pulled 
down  by  the  drunken  Rabble,  and  the  Church  vindi- 
cated by  blafphemirg  Mobs.  Hereditary  Right  was  fup- 
ported by  Perjury,  and  Non-ReMance  by  Rebellion. 
Men  of  Virtue  and  Sobriety  were  termed  Fanaticks,  and 
the  Defenders  of  Peace,  Liberty  and  Law,  Republicans ; 
But  George  the  Fir/,  who  had  all  thofe  Evils  in  a  parti- 
cular Manner  to  firuggle  with,  as  being  levelled  at  his- 
Perfonand  Title,  at  laft  overcame  them  all.  He  reform'd 
the  Priefthood  and  purified  the  Univerfity,  and  in  Spite 
of  Pride,  Intereft,  and  a  Degeneracy  almoft  total,  re- 
conciled thefe  haughty  Bodies  of  Men  to  Evangelical  Re- 
ligion and  legal  Obedience.  He  was  the  Founder  of  our 
prcfent  Greatnefs  ;  for  arriving  at  which,  he  chofc  and 
pra&ifed  the  moft  natural,  molt  amiable  Arts.  He  made 
the  Good  of  Mankind  the  Meafure  of  his  Power  ;  and 
by  making  his  Subjects  wife  and  virtuous,  taught  them 
to  be  great.  He  made  his  People  powerful,  and  they 
him  irrefiftable.  Dyieg,  he  left  behind  him  fuch  a  Pat- 
tern of  Government,  which  has  never  failed  to  render  all 
fucceeding  Kings,  who  have  followed  it,  profperous  and 
popular.  This  they  have  all  attempted,  but  his  prefent 
Majefty  with  the  moft  Succefs. 

Of  the  Reign  of  George  the  Fir  ft  no  more  needs  be 
faid ;  it  mines,  at  this  Diftance,  in  the  Hillories  and  Poems 
of  that  Time  ;  a  Time  fruitful  in  Men  ot  Learning  and 
Genius,  favoured  and  patronized,  more  particularly,  by 
the  then  Duke  of  Newcaflle,  who,  from  his  early  Infan- 
cy to  the  End  of  a  moji  dijlinguifbed  and  honourable  Life, 
gave  infinite  Proofs  of  a  large  Soul,  and  a  difinterelted 
Love  to  Mankind,  Liberty,  and  the  more  elegant  Arts. 
But  the  Character  of  that  great  and  popular  Lord  is  well 
known,  and  his  Memory  honoured  in  the  fame  Degree  as 
was  his  Life. 

My  Lord, 

After  an  Abfence  of  feveral  Pages,  I  again  return  to 
your  Lordlhip,  who  mull,  to  excufe  me,  confider,  I 

having 
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have  been  attending  a  much  greater  Man  :  But  having 
now,  I  hope,  lufficiently  inflrucied  Pofterity  about  erect- 
ing and  dedicating  the  above-named  Statues,  and  having 
made  ample  Provifions  for  the  Expence  of  the  fame,  I 
am  once  more  at  your  Service. 

I  mould  now  proceed  to  difplay  and  extol,  as  becomes 
me,  yotsr  Lordfhip's  great  Piety  and  Gallantry,  the  Gra- 
vity of  your  Carriage,  and  the  Livelinefs  of  your  Beha- 
viour, the  Grandeur  of  your  Deportment  and  the  Humi- 
lity of  your  Converfation  ;  and,  rncft  particularly,  I  fhould 
celebrate  your  great  Generofity  to  myfelf,  and  your  great 
Frugality  to  all  the  World  :  And  your  Lordfhip  may  de- 
pend upon  it,  I  will  very  foon  gratify  my  own  Ambition, 
by  equipping  you  with  all  thefe  great  Gifts,  and  many 
more. 

At  prefent  a  Thing  has  happened,  which  interrupts  me 
in  the  Difcharge  of  this  my  neceffary  Duty.  A  Thing, 
which  the  Shynefs  of  my  Nature  will  have  me  to  con- 
ceal from  all  the  World,  but  fo  good  and  loving  a  Friend 
as  your  Lordfhip.  My  Lord,  it  is  now  Twelve  o'Clock, 
and  I  want  a  Dinner,  and  alas,  I  doubt  my  Book  feller 
will  not  truft  me  with  a  Shilling,  without  mortgaging 
thefe  my  Papers  into  his  Hands  for  the  Sum  aforefaid. 
Thus  mult  half  your  Lordfhip,  that  is,  half  your  Cha- 
racter, be  pawned,  that  I  may  dine.  Be  allured  of  hear- 
ing from  me  foon.  for  I  have  your  Meafure,  and,  as  be- 
comes your  faithful  Taylor,  will  nnifhjycar  Sute  with  all 
Speed.  1  am,  with  wonderful  Devotion,  and  great 
hafte  (it  is  now  a  Quarter  after  Twelve) 
My  very  good  Lord, 

Tour  Lordjbip vs  mofi  dutiful, 

and mofl  obedient  bumble  Servant, 

P.  S.  To  avoid  the  Envy  that  eminent  Writers  mult 
ever  expect,  I  have  determined  not  to  put  my  Name  to 
my  Work,  'till  the  Thirtieth  Edition  of  this  Treatife, 
which  perhaps  may  not  be  this  Month  yet;  by  which 
Time  it  is  prefumed,  that  all  thofe  who  detract  from  its 
Excellencies,  will  be  faffed  into  Silence  and  Shame  by 
the  whole  World. 

I  defigned  to  have  fubjoined  at  the  End  a  Table  of  the 
Principal  Matters,  as  other  great  Authors  have  done,  but 

going 
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going  about  it,  I  quickly  found  I  mull  tranfcribe  the 
whole  Book  into  an  Index,  and  fo  gave  it  over. 


A  Letter  to  the  Lord  Archbi/hop  of  Can- 
terbury ;  proving^  That  his  Grace  can- 
not be  the  Author  of  the  Letter  to  an 
eminent  Prejbyterian  Clergyman  in  S wif- 
ferland,  in  which  the  prefent  State  of 
Religion,  in  England,  it  blackened  and 
expofed,  and  the  prefent  Miniflry  are 
mifreprefe?7ted  and  traduced.  By  T. 
Gordon,  Efq-3 

My  Lord, 

THERE  is  lately  printed  in  Swijfertand,  a  Book 
entituled,  Oratio  Hifiorica  de  Beneftciis  in  Ecclefiam 
ligurinam  collatis.  €t  An  Hiltorical  Oration  concerning 
"  the  Mercies  beftowed  upon  the  Church  of  Zurich." 
In  the  14th  Page  of  which  Oration  he  gives  an  Account 
of  the  prefent  State  of  the  Englijh  Church,  as  the  fame 
was  tranfmitted  from  hence  in  an  EpilUe  to  a  principal 
Perfon  (or  Ruler)  there,  from  one  of  the  like,  or  greater 
Character  here. 

As  this  Epiftle  gives  a  frightful  Reprefentation  of  the 
State  of  Religion  amongrr.  us,  in  general ;  and,  more 
particularly,  of  the  DiftrefTes  and  Dangers,  which  accrue 
to  the  Church  of  England,  from  Schifm,  Herefy,  and  the 
Minijlry,  I  herewith  fend  it  to  your  Grace.  I  have  tran- 
flated  it  for  the  Benefit  of  my  lefs  learned  Readers,  and 
added  fome  Obfervations  of  my  own  to  expofe  a  lurking 
Author,  who  deceives  and  prejudices  the  World  abroad 
with  a  bafe  Image  of  our  Church  Affairs  under  your  I 
Grace  5  Adminiji  ration.    And  I  do  it  the  rather,  becaufe, 

-  my 
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my  Lord,  Tome  People  are  fo  very  ignorant  and  malicious 
as  to  furmife  that  your  Grace  was  the  Author  of  that 
Letter,  which  is  fo  inconftftent  with  your  former  Life  and 
Character. 

Oratio  Hijlorica  de  Beneficih  in    Ecclejiam  Tigurinam 
collat'tSy  Pag.  14. 

ECCLESIA  Anglicana  divifionibus  perrupta  eft,  & 
Schifmatibus  divifa.    Tot  ac  tarn  variis  Hominum 
ab  ipfius  facris  fefe  fegregantium  generibus  confufa,  ut 
nullis  propriis  nominibas  vel  ipfi  fe  ditlinguere  valeant, 
vel  aliis  defcribere.    Atque  utinam  etiam  hoc  ultimv.m 
nobis  querelas  argumentum  eftet  I  Sed  impleri  oportet 
quaccumque  fpiritus  Dei  olim  futura  praedixit ;  adeo  &  in- 
ter nos  ipfos  exfurrexerunt  viri  loquentes  perverfa.  Et 
q aid  dico,  viri?  Immo  Paftores,  Epifcopi  ipfi  manibus 
Eccleftam  diruunt,  in  qua  minillrant ;  ad  cujus  doclrinain 
pluries  fubferipfere :  Quibus  defenfto  Ecclefise  commilfa, 
quorum  munus  eft  invigilare  contra  holies  ejus,  eofque 
pro  meritis  redarguere,  compefcere,  punire.    Etiam  hi 
illius  Eccleftse  aucloritatem  labefaclare  nituntur,  pro  qua 
non  tantum  certare,  verum,  ft  Res  ita  poftularet,  etiam 
mori  debuerint.    Quae  fiat  horum  Novatorum  placita,  ex 
duobus  nuperis  icriptis  Gallico  iermone  libel  lis  aliquatenus 
difcernere  valeatis. '  Uno  hie  verbo  dixifte  fufficiat,  his 
hominibus  omnes  Pidei  Confeiliones,  omne^  Arciculorum 
fubferiptiones,  animkus  difplicere.    Velle  eos  libertatem, 
feu  verius  licentiam  omnibus  concedi,  quaecumque  libu- 
erit  non  tantum  cre-iendi,  fed  dicendi,  fcribendi,  prs- 
dicandi ;  etiam  ft  Gratia  Spiritus  Sancli,  Chrifti  Dtvinitas, 
alia  omnia  Religionis  noftrae  prmcipia  maxime  fundamen- 
talia,   exinde  forent  evertenda.    Quis  hxc  Chriftiaivas, 
de  hominibus  nomine  faitem  Chriftianis,  dici  non  obftu- 
pefcat !  Quis  non  doleat  hujufmodi  *y'xa$  jS«^T?  non  tan- 
tum non  ab  Ovili  longe  arceri,  verum  etiam  intra  ipfa 
Eccleftae  pomceria  recipi  ?  Ad  honores,  ad  officia,  ad  gu- 
bernacula  ejus  admitti  ?  At  vero  ita  fe  Res  habet.  Dim 
ad  ea,  quae  funt  hujus  feculi,  unice  refpicimus,  prorltm 
oblivifcimur  eorum  quae  ad  alterum  fpedlant.    Et  quia 
horum  hominum  tolerantia  &  promotione  quidam  fe  po- 
puli  favorem  conciliaturos  fperant,  quibus  id  unice  cord?, 
ut  in  fuis  tefe  dignitatibus  &  potentia  tueantur,  parum 
Vol.  I.  I  cuiant 
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iirant  quid  de  Ecclefia;  de  Fide,  de  Religione,  de 
ipfe  denique  Jefu  Chriito,  ejufque  veritate  eveniat,  Ig- 
rioi'eas,  vir  fpeclatifllme,  fi,  dum  juilo  animi  dolori 
indulgeam,  indignationem  meam  contra  hofce  Religio- 
nis  noftra?  inimicos  pauld  afperius,  quam  pro  more  meo, 
expreflerim.  Kcum  me  potarem  proditie  Fidei,  fi  non 
his  Haereticis,  quavis  occafione  oblata,  Anathema 
dixerim,  &c. 

In  Englifh  thus, 

6  r  |  ^  H  E  Church  of  England  is  broken  by  Parties, 
X    '  and  rent  by  Schifms,  and  in  fhort,  ditfracled 
/    *  with  fuch  a  Number,  and  Variety  of  Separating,  that 

*  they  want  apt  Names  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  from 

*  one  another,  and  to  defcribe  themfelves  to  the  reft  of 
f:  the  World. 

'  And  I  wifti  even  this  were  our  higheft  Ground  of 
9  Complaint !  But  it  mull  be  fulfilled,  what  the  Holy 
9  Spirit  foretold  in  Times  paft  ;  fo  that  among  ourfelves 

*  Men  have  arifen,  fpeaking  per  v  erf e  Things.    But  why 

*  do  I  fay  Men  ?  When  even  Pallor?,  nay,  Bifhops  them- 
9  felves  pull  down  with  their  own  Hands  the  Church  in 
'  which  they  minifler,  and  to  whofe  Dodlrine  they  have 

ovtrand  ov    lubfcribed,  even  they  to  whom  the  Pre- 

*  fervation  of  the  Church  is  committed,  and  whofe 
'  Bufinefs  ardDuty  it  is  to  watch  againfther  Enemies, 

*  and  to  oppofe,  and  reftrain,  and  punifh  them.  Yes, 

*  they  ftrive  to  undermine  and  over-turn  the  Authority  of 
<  that  Church,  for  which  they  ought  not  only  to  con- 
/  tend,  but,  if    Occafion  were,  to  lay  down  their 

*  Lives. 

<  What  the  Pleas  and  Pretenfions  of  thefe  lnnwatori 
9  are,  you  may  in  fome  meafure  learn,  from  a  couple  of 
'  French  Pamphlets  lately  publifhed.  Let  it  here  fuffice 
4  to  fay  in  one  Word,  that  thefe  Men  are  angry  at  all 

*  Confcfjions  of  Faith,  and  all  Subfcriptions  of  Articles, 

*  a  -/are  for  granting  a  general  Liberty,  or  rather  a  ge- 

*  neral  Licence,  to  all  Men,  not  only  to  believe,  but  to 

*  fpeak,  and  write  ai  d   preach  whatever  they  pleafe, 

*  tho1  at  the  Expenceand  Ruin  of  the  Grace  of  the  Holy 

Spirit 
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*  Spirit^  the  Divinity  of  cur  bli fed  Saviour ,  and  all  the 
6  other  Fundamental  Principles  of  our  Religion. 

« Who  that  is  a  chnftian  can  without  Aftoirfhment 

*  liear  thefe  Things,  of  Men  that  call  thunielvcs  Chrif- 
«  dans?  And  who  can  avoid  lamenting,  that  thefe  ra- 
«  <vening  Wolves  Kvxxq  Papsls  are,  n-jt  only  not  driven 

*  far  away  from  the  Sheep/eld,  but  even  received  whhin, 

*  the  very  Enclofures  of  the  C  hurch,  and  admitted  to 

*  her  Honours,  her  Offices,  and  her  Government  ?  And 
f  yet  fo  it  unfortunately  is. 

*  But  while  weonly  drive  for  the  Things  of  this  Life, 

*  we  wofully  neglect  thoie  which  belong  to  another  And 

*  becaufe  [ome  hope,  by  the  Toleration  an  Advance- 

*  mem  of  fuch  Men,  to  catch  the  Favour  of  the  People, 

*  and  by  that  Means,  maintain  themfelves  in  that  which 

*  they  have  only  at  Heart,  their  Power  and  Places,  they 

*  care  not  what  becomes  of  th*  Church,  or  of  the  Earthy 

*  or  of  Religion,  or  indeed  of  Je/us  Chrif  himfelf,  and 

*  his  Caufe. 

*  You  will  pardon  me,  Sir,  that,  to  gratify  a  jufl 
*.  Sorrow,  I  thus  exprefs  my  Indignation,  with  more 

*  than  ufual  Bitternefs,  againlt  thefe  Enemies  of  our  Re- 

*  ligion.  I  mould  accufe  myfelf  of  betraying  the  Faith, 
'  did  I  not,  on  every  Cccaiion,  denounce  Damnation  a- 

*  gainft  thefe  Hereticks,  &c. 

Thus  far  the  Letter,  as  it  is  quoted  in  the  Oration  a- 
bove-mentioned.  Your  Grace  will  perceive  in  it  a 
Spirit,  which  (hews  what  blind  Zeal,  and  Uncharitable* 
iiefs,  go  to  the  Compofition  of  a  tiigb  Churchman,  who 
muft  fee  double,  and  reprefent  at  Random,  elfe  it  would 
be  impoiTiblefor  him,  either  to  dixover  the  Danger  of  the 
Church  himfelf,  or  to  mew  the  fame  to  others.  A  Cha- 
racter by  no  Means  becoming  your  Grace. 

A  High  Churchman  may  be  denominated  from  divers 
Marks  and  Exclamations.  He  muft  be  devout  in  damn- 
ing of  Diffenters  ;  he  muft  fwear  bloodily  for  the  Church, 
and  its  great  modern  Jpofiie,  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond, 
with  fome  other  pious  forfworn  Gentlemen,  who  are  well 
affected  to  Popery  zn&the  Convocation  ;  he  muft  rebel  for 
Pajjive  Obedience  \  he  muft  uphold  Divine  Right  by  dia- 
bolical Means  ;  and,  in  fine,  he  muft  be  loud  and  zealous 
for  Hereditary.,  Indefeaftble,  and  the  like  Orthodox  Nan- 
I  2  fenjt 
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fcnfe.  But  there  is  one  Sign  more  of  a  true  Churchman% 
which  is  more  lafting  and  unmrfal  r3u  n  all  the  reft,  and 
that  is  a  firm  and  fenflels  Perfwafion  that  the  Church  /.« tn 
Danger.  If  a  Man  believes  this,  it  is  enough,  his  Re- 
putation is  up  ;  and  tho'  his  Life  mew  more  of  the  Dae- 
mon than  the  Chriftian,  he  (hall  be  deemed  an  excellent 
Churchman.  This  is  to  true,  that,  if  any  Honeft,  A- 
theiftical  Churchman  will  but  Curfe  and  Roar  againrl  a 
Toleration  of  D  if  enters  he  mail  be  fure  to  find  a  tolera- 
tion himfelf  for  the  blackeft  Villanies,  and  be  rewarded 
with  Reputation  into  the  Bargain,  and,  if  poffible,  with 
Power.  .      .'     ""  1  '•  "' 

There  was  a  Fellow  in  Oxford/hire,  one  Jack  Brunt , 
who  had  made  himfelf  famous  for  Zeal,  and  Roguiry. 
His  whole  Life  was  religioufly  wafted  in  getting  Drunk 
for  the  Church,  and  robbing  of  Hen  Roofts.  in  fhort, 
he  was  the  be  ft  Churchman,  and  the  greateft  Thief,  in  all 
the  Neighbourhood,  and  in  high  Efieem  with  every  one 
that  honoured  theCaufe  of  Drunkennefs  and  Orthodoxy. 
But  for  all  this  Merit,  as  Jack  was  carrying  off  half  a 
Dozen  Cabbages  from  Farmer  Butter  s  Garden,  he  was 
unluckily  apprehended,  and  carryed  before  J ujlic e  P lou- 
den. However,  as  Jack  was  upon  his  Examination,  and 
nigh  his  Committment,  the  Parfonvf  the  Parijh,  hearing 
of  his  Tribulation,  came  to  intercede  for  fo  worthy  a 
Fellow-Labourer  in  the  Cauft  of  lifting  and  Conformity. 
The  firft  Thingthe  Dodlor  faid  was,  that  tho*  Jack  was 
addicted 'to  R<gue>y,  yet  he  was  Hone  ft.  How:,  Sir  !  an 
honeft  Thief!  replied  the  Squire,  fpittirg  and  (taring.  I 
mean,  he  is  for  the  Church,  anfwered  the  Parlon.  The 

Church,  Man  I  fays  his  Worfhip   /  hope  the  Com- 

mon  Prayer  Book  does  not  feed  on  Cabbages.  But  conjidcr,  ' 
Sir,  faid  the  Doctor  again,  the  Profecutor  is  a  notorious 
Dif enter.  And  what  if  he  be,  quoth  the  Juftice  r  Have, 
not  Presbyterians  a  Toleration  to  eat  their  own  Cabbages? 
Away,  Away,  Mr.  What  d[ye  call ;  1  love  the  Church 
very  well,  and  yet  T1I  have  this  Fellow  whipped.  Jack 
was  accordingl  committed,  and  all  the  while  he  peep  d 
t trough  the  Grate,  he  modeiiiy  acquainted  every  one 
who  came  to  fee  him,  that  his  Sufferings  were  all  for  the 
Church.  And  in  this  the  Parfon  joined  with  him,  and 
colie&ed  Money  all  round  the  Country  for  Jack,  by  the 

Wainc 
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of  an  hone  ft  Churchman  who  was  persecuted  by  a 
Fanatick.  He  particularly  told  a  zealous  Gentlewoman, 
the  better  to  diipofe  her  to  be  liberal,  that  Jack  had  curled 

King  George,  at  a  publick  Ale  Houie  in  Ab  —  //. 

My  Lord,  I  have  repeated  this  Story,  to  mew  you 
what  you  no  doubt  know  and  lament ;  namely,  that  this 
mad  Fondnefs  for  the  Name  and  Power  of  the  Church, 
hasdiSTolved  the  Bonds  of  Jultice  and  Charity,  and  con- 
founded Merit  and  Villany,  and  fanclified  the  vileSt  Im- 
moralities. 

Your  Grace  does,  without  Question,  behold,  with 
Grief  and  Shame,  that  thole  wno  are  employed,  and 
even  greatly  rewarded,  to  keep  up  the  Land  Marks  be- 
tween Virtue  and  Vice,  do  notwithstanding  trample  up- 
on Peace  and  Truth,  and  animate  the  mad  Multitude  to 
feek  their  Salvation  in  the  Paths  of  Wickednefs  and  De- 
liru&ion. 

Had  your  Grace  been  the  Author  of  the  Letter,  in- 
Head  of  bewailing  Notions  and  Opinions,  which  no  Body 
can  help,  and  which  hurt  no  Body,  you  would  navel  - 
mented  and  rebuked,  that  whicn  is  truly  lamentable, 
that  fhamelefs  Corruption  of  Manners,  and  that  horrid 
Prostitution  of  Confcience  and  Oaths,  which  are  counte- 
nanced and  pra&ifed  by  many  who  are  fond  of  the  Word 
Church,  but  are  at  great  Enmity  with  Religion  and  Li- 
berty 

I  grant  that  fuch  Perfons  are  Orthodox  Conformists  to 
all  the  Ceremonies  and  Bowings  enjoined  by  Authority,  and 
true  Believers  of  all  the  Myfteries  which  the  Church  has 
thought  fit  to  maintain  in  Oppofition  to  carnal  Reajon 
that  being  no  Guide  in  fpiritual  Matters,  which  being 
inconceivable,  ought  therefore  to  be  believed.  But  as  a 
good  Life  and  chafte  Behaviour  are  of  fome  Ufe  and  Im- 
portance to  Human  Society,  yonr  Grace  to  be  lure 
wifhes  that  all  your  Clergy  were  of  my  mind,  and  would 
not  only  believe  well,  but,  if  it  tnay  be,  live  wellal- 
fo. 

I  am  perhaps  propofing  a  Talk  to  them,  for  which 
fome  of  them  will  not  thank  me.  But  as  the  Advantages 
which  arile  from  Virtue,  and  good  Confcience,  are  many 
and  obvious  to  me-,  and  as  the  dreadful  Practice  of  Per- 
jury is  not  only  very  com?nony  but  even  impioufly  justified 
I  3    v  in 
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in  fome  of  our  Pulpits,  by  thofe  whofe  Duty  it  is  to  (hew 
Its  Horror,  and  prefs  its  Puniihment,  were  Religion  any 
Part  of  their  Aim  ;  and  as  ail  Sorts  of  Lewdnefs  and 
Vice  accompany  this  infamous  Departure  from  common 
Honefty,  this  truly  damnable  Schifm  from  the  Spirit  of 
Chrijltanity  ;  I  cannot  love  Religion  and  my  Country  fo 
little  as  to  be  altogether  filent  on  thefe  important 
Heads. 

With  what  Face  and  Confcience  can  that  Man,  or 
Minifter%  who  breaks  avowedly  the  third  Command,  per- 
fwade  the  keeping  of  the  other  Nine?  And  are  there  not 
Clergymen  who  pray  for  his  Majefty  in  the  Defk,  and 
damn  both  him  and  his  Title  in  the  Pulpit?  Who  fwear 
to  him,  and  betray  him  \  Who  pledge  their  Souls  for 
their  Allegiance  to  him,  rnd  yet  think  him  anUfurper; 
and  do  their  hellifh  Endeavours  to  dethrone  him  ?  And 
are  not  fuch  Atkeifts  zealous  for  the  Church,  and  loud 
in  the  Cry  of  her  Danger? 

Are  not  fuch  Men  manifeft  Foes  to  Chriftianity,  and 
all  focial  Virtues,  Who,  by  their  blafphemous  Practices, 
zind  their  unhappy  Power  over  iheflup.d  Vulgar,  do  what 
in  them  lyes  to  break  the  Bonds  of  Human  Faith,  and 
Society  and  to  banifh  Truth,  good  Nature,  and  Mora- 
lity from  the  Face  of  the  Earth  ? 

Is  not  this,  my  Lord,  a  Jbocking  Scene  ?  And  are  not 
thefe  diabolical  Teachers  ?  And  yet  they  are  all  Orthodox 
to  the  Back,  and  far  from  pulling  down  the  Church  with 
their  own  Hands,  tho'  they  are  Enemies  to  God  and 
Man. 

It  is  plain  thefe  are  not  the  Men  meant  by  the  Com* 
plainer,  who  only  laments  the  Diverlity  of  Opinions  a- 
mongft  us ;  as  if  our  Belief  and  Sentiments,  which  are 
perhaps  the  Effects  of  Education;  or  Complexion,  were 
fuch  terrible  Thing?,  tho'  all  their  Guilt  confifts  in  pro- 
voking the  Pride  of  the  worft  Sort  of  Priefls,  who  by 
their  Lives  feemtoknow  noRe.ig  on  bwtSuperfition  and 
Cruelty. 

Thefe  Jacobite  Parfons  v/ho  take  the  Oaths  to  a 
Prince  whom  they  abhor,  and  are  perpetually  betraying, 
(hew,  that  their  Confciences  are  either  feared  beyond 
feeling,  or  that  they  have  none  at  all.  Can  fuch  Mon- 
gers, who  are  the  Pells  and  Shame  of  their  own  Species, 
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tell  us  that  they  are  Chriftians  (for  as  to  their  being  true 
Churchmen,  we  make  no  doubt  of  it)  and  yet  go  on,  as 
they  do,  to  make  void  the  eternal  Laws  of  God  and  Na- 
ture, by  fwearing  fallly,  and  ufwg  the  great  and  folemn 
Name  of  God  purely  to  deceive?  Kow  little  do  they  feem 
to  bdieve  of  that  Divine  Vengeance  and  Damnation,, 
which  they  fo  liberally  denounce  againft  others  ? 

Their  other  MoraL  are  of  apiece  with  their  dreadful 
and  repeated  Perjuries.  To  come  Drunk  to  the  Sacra- 
ment ;  to  debauch  and  play  at  Cards  on  Sunday  ;  to  be  per- 
petually Wrangling  with  their  Neighbours  ;  to  be  ever 
lowing  Sedition  and  Faljhood,  and  fomenting  Strife  ;  to  be 
perpetually  flinging  Hell  Fire  at  all  who  will  not  be  For- 
fworn  like  them/elves  ;  to  be  Idle,  Riotous,  Drunken,  Un- 
clean, are  all  fo  many  current  Symptoms  of  a  Confci* 
ence  proftituted  or  dead.  Quis  hcec  Chrijiienus  de  hominibut 
nomine  fait  em  Chrijiianis,  dici  non  obfupefcat  f  Sec. 

Of  all  thefe  crying  Enormities,  tho'  manrfeft  and  far 
fpread,  this  Mourner,  this  Mouth  and  Reprefentati<ve  of 
the  Church  takes  not  the  leaft  Notice.  It  is  Orthodoxy, 
it  is  Jurifdicliont  which  he  contends  for  ;  Things,  which 
however  void  of  true  Piety,  or  inconfiftent  with  it,  yet 
are  the  Limbs  and  Citadels  of  a  corrupt  Priefhood. 

To  put  this  Bufinefs  of  Orthodoxy  and  Impiety  ftill  in 
a  flronger  Light,  I  will  beg  leave  to  fuppofe,  that  here 
are,  or  may  be,  fuch  Characters  as  the  following,  and  by 
them  it  will  appear  how  a  very  ill  Man,  wheti  he  is  for 
the  Church,  becomes  a  very  good  Man  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  h  )W  a  very  good  Man,  when  the  Church 
is  againft  him,  is  made  a  very  ill  Man, 

For  In  fiance  then. 
One  Parfon  is  Drunken  and  Quarrelfom,  but  then  he 
lows  to  the  Altar,  and  thinks  King  William  is  d:  mn- 
ed. 

Another  cheats  every  Body,  and  pays  no  Body,  but 
he  drinks  to  the  Royal  Orphan,  and  cannot  abide  King 
George. 

A  Third  neither  preaches  nor  prays,  but  he  does  a 

more  meritorious  Thing  he  constantly  and 

fervently  Curfes  the  Germans  and  Preflyterians. 

A  Fourthhss  a  hot  Conditution,  and  lies  with  every 
I  4  Woman 
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Woman  he  meets  but  he  has  ckafle  Principles,  and  fwears 
by  his  Maker,  that  Bifhops  are  by  Divine  Right. 

Another  lets  his  Father  llarve  in  a  Goal,  and  the  old 
miserable  Man,  who  had  impaired  jus  Subftance  to  breed 
his  Son  aParfon,  writes  a  Petition  *o  this  hopeful  Child, 
to  fnd  him  Btet-d  or  a  Coffin,  and  can  procure  neither, 
but  perifhes ;  but  for  all  that,  this  unnatural,  pious 
Prieft,  Roars  for  the  Danger  of  the  Church,  and  is  a 
dutiful  Son  of  it. 

A  Sixth  is  an  Evidence  upon  a  Trial,  and  forfwears 
himfelf ;  but  the  Caufe  was  for  Tythes,  and  he  did  it  out 
of  Love  for  the  Church. 

A  Seventh  is  a  Scoffer,  who  has  laugh'd  Religion  out 
of  the  World,  but  he  hated  my  Lord  Wharton  like  a 
Toad,  and  got  Drunk  frequently  with  Lord  Harry  for 
the  Prosperity  of  the  Churchy 

Now  for  the  Low  Church  Clergy* 

One  is  a  pious  Man,  and  lives  in  the  Fear  of  God  % 
will  that  do  ?  No,  he  thinks  Diffenters  may  he  fa<ved. 

Another  has  great  Learnirg  and  Induflry,  and  employs 
them  both  honeftly  and  ufefully.  That's  nothing  — 
he  came  over  with  King  William,  and  helped  again  ft  King 
James  and  Popery 

A  Third  is  a  great  Mailer  of  Reafoning,  his  Life  is 
unblameable,  and  his  Sincerity  and  Integrity  are  un- 
queftionable.  What  then?  He  is not  a  good  Churchman ; 
-  He  fays  Prejbyterians  Jhould  not  he  hanged  for fol- 

lowing their  Confciences%  and  keeping  the  Sabbath. 

A  Fourth  is  a  pious  Perfon,  a  conflant  Attendant  upon 
the  Service  of  the  Church,  and  charitable  beyond  Belief. 
PJha  !  What  of  all  that  ?  That  Bijhof  is  a  Prejbyterian; 

■  ■  he  /aid  the  Duke  of  Ormond  was  a  Tray- 
tor. 

A  Fifth  is  ftriclly  Devout  ard  Religious,  an  unmove- 
able  Adherent  to  Truth,  and  one  who  facrifced  his  All, 
even  his  daily  Bread,  to  his  Conscience,  which  is  nei- 
ther fajhionable,  nor  conforming,  therefore  he  Jhould  be 
burnt,  becaufe  he  would  not  forfwear  himftlf,  and  fay 
he  belii  ved in  St.  Athanafius. 

Well  !  A  Sixth  is  a  great  Champion  for  Natural  and 
Revealed  Religion,  the  Truth  of  which  he  has  dimon- 

Ji rated 
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ftnxted,  and  his  Piety  and  Parts  are  admirable  ;  a  Man, 
who  has  miffed  the  Mitre  by  deferring  it  !  Why,  he  ought 
to  be  burnt  too,  bedxufe  he  is  for  founding  Faith  upon  Scrip* 
tureONLT. 

A  Seventh  is  an  aged  Perfon,  Venerable  for  L  earning 
and  Piety,  who  has  done  Service  to  Religion  and  Man- 
kind, by  his  infinite  Labours  in  Hiflory  Sacred  ad  Pro- 
fane, which  he  has  elegantly  connected;  but  not-with- 
ftanding  all  this  he  is  no  Churchman ;  he  is  tainted  with 
Moderation. 

The  lufl  I  fhall  mention  is  one,  who  gives  up  his  Life 
to  good  WorKS,  and  his  Income  to  Charity.  But  this 
excellent  Chrijlian  is  a  bad  Churchman,  for  he  was  heard 
to  fay,  once  upon  a  Time,  that  King  Charles  the  firft,  and 
Archbijhop  Laud,  were  but  M  E  N. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  the  State  of  the  Cafe  between  High 
Church  and  Low  Church  ;  and  let  common  Senfe  deter- 
mine, which  is  the  more  material  to  Religion,  the  Belief 
of  a  Point  of  Speculation,  perhaps  fal/e,  perhaps  injigni- 
fcant,  perhaps  blafphcmous,  for  'tis  unproved,  and  may 
be  any  Thing  ;  or,  the  ulmoji  Sincerity  and  Goodnefs  in 
fcife  ami  Opinion  ? 

Having  thus  taken  a  general  View  of  our  Mourner  % 
Elegy,  I  ihall  now  coniider  it  more  particularly,  Piece  by 
Piece  ;  and  in  doing  this,  I  {hail  be  greatly  help'd  by 
your  Lordihip's  Judgment  and  Authority,  iince  out  of 
j#«r  Writings  alone  1  Ihall  be  able  to  (hew  fufficiently  the 
Deceit  and  groundlefs  Clamours  of  this  Lurking  Author. 

Firft,  he  fays,  That  the  Church  ^England  is  broken 
by  Parties,  and  rent  by  Schifms,  and,\  in  fire,  dift ra- 
fted with  fuch  a  Number  and  V ariety  of  Separatifis9 
be. 

And  here  I  think  it  is  plain  that  the  Author  does  not  by 
the  Church  mean  Religion  ;  for  as  Religion  does  not  on- 
ly permit,  but  even  command 'Men  to  ad  from  Conviction, 
there  will  ever  be  different  Opinions  about  Spirituals,  To 
long  as  there  are  different  Complexions,  and  different  Un- 
derpa?idings  among!!  Mankind,  All  Religion  does  infer 
Confcicnce  and  voluntary  Choice,  and  he,  who  has  not 
thefe  for  his  Motives  to  Devotion,  but  fupidly  follows  the 
uncertain  Authority  of  Names  and  Perfons>  may  indeed 
I  5  be 
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be  a  very  good  Conformijl,  and  pay  great  Reverence  to 
the  Clergy  ;  but  will  never  bring  along  with  him  an  ac- 
ceptable Worfhip  to  God,  or  Benefit  to  his  ovjn  Soul ; 
which,  I  th;.nk,  with  humble  Submimon  to  the  Author* 
arc  two  Things  worth  minding,  rho'  Obedience  to  Church 
Authority  feems  with  him  to  be  of  much  greater  Mo~ 
ment. 

If  I  think  I  am,  certainly,  or  mo  ft  probably  in  the 
Right,  and  yet  acl  contrary  to  what  1  think  lb,  lam 
then  as  certainly  in  the  wrong. 

I  wilh  this  Author  (whoever  he  be)  had  eonfulted  your 
Grace's  Judicious  and  Chriftian  Defence  of  the  Exposition 
of  the  Doclrine  of  the  Churc  h  of  England,  in  the  federal 
Articles  expounded  by  Monfeeur  De  Meaux,  as  wettas  your 
admirable  Sermon,  entituled,  Falfe  Prophets,  &c.  before 
he  had  thus  treacheroufly  betrayed  his  native  Country, 
bafely  mifreprefented  the  Church  of  England  to  a  Prejby- 
terian  Clergy  Abroad  ;  and  facticuily  vilified  and  traduced 
the  befl  Law  which  wac  ever  enacled  for  the  Honour  and 
Defence  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  of  thofe  Princi- 
ples which  has  defervedly  advanced  your  Grace  to  the 
mojl  eminent  Station  in  the  Church  and  Kingdom. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe  Books  *  your  Grace  excellently 
obferves.  that  44  In  Matters  of  F^jV^aMan  is  to  judge 
for  himfelf,  and  the  Scriptures  are  a  clear  and  fujpeient 
Rule  for  him  to  judge  by,  and  therefore  if  a  Man  be  e- 
vidently  convinced  upon  the  left  Enquiry  he  can  make, 
that  h  s  particular  Belief  is  founded  upon  the  Vyrord  of 
God,  and  that  of  the  Church  h  not,  he  is  obliged  to  f up- 
port  and  adhere  to  his  ovon  Belief  in  Oppofition  to  that  of 
the  Church.^  And  (as  your  Grace  proceeds  in  the  fame 
fhain  of  good  Senfeand  Charity)  64  the  Reafon  of  this 
mull  be  very  evident  to  all  thofe  who  own,  not  the 
Church,  but  the  Scriptures,  to  be  the  ultimate  Rule,  and 
Guide  of  their  Faith*  For*  if  this  be  fo,  then  individual 
Perfons  as  well  as  Churches,  mufi  judge  of  their  Faith 

according  to  what  they  find  in  Scripture  and,  if 

they  are  convinced  that  there  is  a  Difagreement  in  any 
Point  of  Faith,  between  the  Voice  of  the  Church  and  that 

*  Defence  cf  the  Ex pofitiou,  &c,  page  %i9 
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of  Scripture,  they  rpuft  Hick  to  the  latter  rather  than  the 
former ',  they  rnuft  follow  the  Superior,  not  Inferior 
Guide.—  This  Method  is  mo  ft  jit  ft  and  r  eaf on- 
able  >  and  moll  agreeable  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Church 
of  England,  which  docs  not  take  upon  her  to  be  the  ab- 
solute Miftrefs  of  her  Members,  but  allows  a  higher 
Place  and  Authority  to  the  Guidance  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
than  to  that  of  her  own  Deciftons. 

Quorfum  mi  hi  me  a  Confident  ia,fi  mihi,fecundum  all  en  am 
Ccnfciehtiam  vivcndztm  eft,  et  moriendum  ?  faid  John 
Gerfon,  Chancellor  of  Paris.  "  To  what  purpofe  have 
I  a  Confcience  of  my  own,  if  the  Confcience  of  another 
Perfon  mult  be  my  only  Rule  of  Living  and  Dying"  ? 

Your  Grace,  in  your  Sermon  preach'd  at  St  Jnmes's, 
Weftminfter,  on  the  Fifth  of  November,  1699.  and  in- 
tituled, Falfe  Prophets  tried  by  their  Fruits  ;  1  fay,  your 
Grace,  ever  zealous  for  Truth  and  Liberty ,  does  there 
affert,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Prrtcnfions  of  designing  Men, 
who  call  themfelves  the  Church,  and  have  ufurped  Au- 
thority over  the  Confcience s  of  Men,  <f  That  the  PJght  of 
examining  what  is  propofed  to  us  in  Matters  of  Religion, 
is  not  any  fpecial  Privilege  of  the  Paflors  or  Governors 
of  the  Church,  but  is  the  common  Right  and  Duty  of  all 
Chriftians  what  fever,  (b) 

And,  if,  in  Confequence  of  this  Examination,  a  Man, 
be  convinced,  "  that  his  particular  Belief  is  founded  upon 
the  Word  of  God,  and  that  of  the  Church  is  not,"  your 
Grace  has  told  us,  in  your  Defence  of  the  Expo- 
fit  ion  above  cited,  '*  that  fueh  a  Man  is  obliged  to  Jup~ 
fort  and  adhere  to  his  own  Belief  in  Oppofition  to  that  of 
the  Churchr\ 

Here  we  have  your  Grace's  publick  Opinion, 
that  we  are .  obliged  to  follow  a  private  non-cot: for- 
ming Confcience  to-  a  Conventicle  whenever  we  think 
the  eftablifhed  Church  is  in  the  Wrong,  For  as 
your  Grace  further  obferves,  (c)  Every  particular 
Perjon  is  to  anfwer  to  God  /  or  his  own  Soul,  and  muft  ex- 
amine, as  far  as  he  is  able,  both  what  he  believes, 
and  how  he  practices,  :ind  upon  what  Grounds  he  does 

{b)  Page  iz,        Serm,  prifr 


hoik} 


2c>4         A  Letter  to  the  Lord 

both  ;  end  not  follow  any  Afembly,  tho1  of  never  fo 
much  Jctming  Authority. 

Ard  yet  {continues  your  Grace)  how  confidently  do 
feme  Men  tell  us,  that  we  muit  believe  them  tefore  our 
own  Rtujcn  that  it  is  Schijm  and  Herefy,   and  I 

know  not  what  bcfiues,  to  doubt  of  or  differ  with  them 
in  any  thing  that  they  require  us  to  believe  ;  and  that 
much  better  were  it  to  fhut  our  Eyes  altogether,  and  go 
on  blindfold  under  their  Condudi,  than  to  follow  the 
char eft  Light\k\?X  Scripture,  or  Reafon,  or  even  Serf e  it 
felf,  can  give  us. 

But  let  them  (fays  your  Grace)  affume  wfpt  Authority 
they  pleafe  to  themfd<ves>  and  raile  what  Clamour  they 
can  againft  us,  when  all  is  done,  this  Conciufion  will 
remain  firm  as  Heaven,  and  clear  as  any  firii  Principle 
of  Science,  that,  if  the  bcriptures  be,  as  we  all  agree 
that  they  are,  the  Word  of  God,  and  were  written  for  cur 
Infiruclion,  then  we  muft  follow  the  Conduct  of  them, 
and  hold  faft  to  the  Truth  which  they  deliver,  tho1  not  on- 
ly a  Company  of  ajju?nirg  Men,  calling  thtmjdqjes  the 
Church,  but  the  whole  War  Id  mould  confpire  againft 
us.*' 

In  this  unanfvverable  manner  has  your  Grace,  long 
before  you  came  to  be  at  the  Head  of  the  Church,  {hewn 
iheiRcaJcnablenefs ,  and  even  the  NeceJ/ity  of  Separation, 
and  ridiculed  the  fialc  and  deceitful  Cry  of  Herefy  and 
Schijm,  which  being  nothing  elle  but  a  Departure  from 
the  Way  of  thinking  eflabli/led  by  Law.  and  an  Adher- 
ence to  Truth  as  it  appears,  and  not  as  it  is  repnfenteaby 
human  Authority,  are  not  only  the  mod  harmlefs,  but 
the  mofl  cc?r.?nendable  Things  in  the  World.  \  aking 
them  in  this  «vieewt  they  are  not  only  Bofoin  Friends  to 
Chrifiun  and  Civil  Liberty,  but  even  the  neeeffary  Efftcls 
of  it  ;  and  nothing  but  the  fiercefi  Tyranny  can  deprive 
them  of  Elbow-room.  I  am  almoft  of  Opinion,  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  Put  itans,  we  mould  have  been, 
long  fince>  not  only  without  the  Protefani  Religion,  but 
without  any  Religion  at  all.  It  is  certain,  theie  old  Fel- 
lows, as  queer  and  fanatical,  as  they  were,  always  op- 
pofed  the  Growth  of  Ceremonies  and  Arbitrary  Fewer  ; 
and,  if  your  Grace  s  Predeceffor,  Arthbifkop  Laud,  when 
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many  peaceable  and  illujtrious  Proteftant  Dif enters  fled 
from  his  Fu-y  to  the  Wild Beafts  and  Rattle-Snakes  of 
America y  could  have  fent  all  the  reft  after  them,  he 
might  have  fuccefsfully  Popifed us  into  that  abject  Slavery 
and  Uniformity,  which  his  good  Cat  ho  lick  Chrifti anity 
had  projected  for  us. 

And  therefore,  without  mincing  the  Matter,  or  fal- 
ling into  the  fenfelefs  Ditty  of  lamenting  our  Divifions 
in  Opinion,  I  heartily  thank  God  that  we  have  DifTenters, 
and  I  hope  we  mall  never  be  without  them.  They  are 
Centries  and  W atch?nen  againft  the  Jly  Intrigues  ai  d  Con~ 
fpiracies  of  our  Churchmen,  who,  could  they  but  wheedle 
or  drive  all  Men  into  one  Belief,  would  loon  grow  as 
independant  and  uncontroulable  as  the  Pope  or  the  Czar. 
Bigottry,  Chains,  and  Cruelty,  are  always,  and  in  all 
Places,  the  certain  Ifjue  of  Uniformity,  which  is  itfelf  of 
an  infamous  Race,  being  begot  by  the  Craft  of  the 
P,  lefts  upon  the  Ignorance  of  the  Laity,  I  think  it  puts 
Uniformity,  and  what  is  generally  called  Schijm,  in  a  true 
Light ;  that  Tyranny  can  never  fubfiil  without  the  firfty 
nor  Liberty  without  the  latter. 

For  my  Part,  I  do  not  know  one  Difienter  in  England 
but  who  fmcerely  believes  the  Scriptures,  and  faithfully 
adheres  to  King  George  and  his  Government,  and,  in  con- 
fluence of  both,  prays  to  God  heartily,  and  pays  his 
Taxes  cheerfully,  let  the  C  hurch  boail  as  much  of  her 
conforming  Sons  if  (he  can. 

Oh  !  but  Schifm  and  D  iff  enters  break  the  Peace  of  the 

Church!   1  never  much  liked  this  fame  Phrafe, 

the  Peace  of  the  Chnrch,  becaufe  there  is  always  fome- 
thing  very  bad  tacked  to  the  Tail  of  it.  For,,  in  Ihorf, 
thole  who  have  the  Impudence  to  appropriate  that  Name 
(the  Church)  to  themfelves,  will  never  be  at  Peace  till 
they  have  got  the  Poffeffton  of  our  Eftutes,  and  the  keeping 
nf  our  Senfes  ;  fo  that  Religion >  and  Property,  and  Reafon, 
and  Conscience,  mud  all  go  to  Pot,  to  give  fuch  a 
Churcb?eace.  Nothing  elle  will  do.  At  this  prefent 
Time,  the  Church,  befides  the  great  Encreafe  of  her  Re- 
venues, enjoys  all  the  Advantages  which  fhe  ever  had 
fince  the  R formation,  except  that  of  worrying  Schifma- 
iich  j  and  yet,  by  daily  Experience  we  fee,  and  by 

this 
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this  very  Letter  we  fee,  that  the  High  Church  Parfons  will 
not  be  at  Peace. 

I  have  thus  far  fpoke  my  Mind  frankly  upon  the  To- 
pick  of  Schifm,  emboldened  fo  to  do  by  your  Grace's 
great  Name  and  Example,  who  have  in  many  Places  and 
JDifcourfes,  taught  Mankind  not  to  be  alarmed  with 
Words  and  Bugbears .  Your  Grace  i6(f)  accounts  it  a 
tneannefs  of  Spirit  to  defert  the  Truth,  or  be  afraid  to  ovon 
it,  though  never  fo  much  clamoured  zgamfo  by  ignorant  or 
deftgnin^  Men  of  which  Truth,  you  fay,  every  Man 
viuft  judge  for  himfelf ;  as  I  have  quoted  it  already. 

The  next  Complaint  in  the  Letter  is,  Of  Men  voho /peak 
perverfe  Things,  and  of  Pa/tors,  nay  BiJhops9  vjho  pull 
doven  the  Church,  and  undermine  its  Authority  r  though  they 
have  fuhferibed  to  its  Doctrine,  and  therefore  ought  to  con- 
tend for  it,  and  even  die  for  it. 

Here  is  the  mod  rank,  though  impotent  Malice,  {hewn 
again!!  the  beft  Bijhop,  heft  Prctcftant,  and  heft  Man, 
whoever  adorned  the  Mitre,  and  for  the  beft  Aftions  he 
was  capable  of,  viz.  for  his  co??iprchenfive  Love  to  Man- 
kwd>  and  for  flrenuouily  fupportiag  thefe  Principles, 
Upon  which  alone  the  Proteftant  Religion,  his  Mrjeftys 
Title,  and  the  Liberties  of  the  World,  can  be  defended  ; 
all  which  entities  him  in  a  particular  Manner  to  your 
Grace's  Protection,  who  have  always  maintained  the  fame 
and  no:w  worthily  enjoy  the  Rewards  of  your  Virtue. 

But  it  is  no  wonder,  that  my  Lord  Bifhop  of  Bangor 
fhould  fuller  under  the  Rage  of  a  wicked  and  defpalr- 
ing  Faction,  when  even  your  Grace's  great  Poll  and 
Character  do  not  protect^*/-  Innocence  from  their  feeble 
Affaults  ;  otherwife  they  could  never  have  furmifed  your 
Grace  to  be  the  Author  of  fo  fenfelefs  a  Declamation,  a- 
gai-.itt  one  of  your  civn  Order,  and  in  contradiction  to  the 
whoie  Tenor  of  year  Life,  the  Expectations  of  your 
Friends,  I  will  not  fay  Engagements  to  ihofe  who  had  the 
Honour  to  prefer  you. 

Your  Grace  has  always,  in  your  excellent  Writings, 
afferted  ihe  contrary  Principles,  and  therefore  this  foolifb 
Paper  mull  have  been  vomited  by  fome  ioui-moutned 
High  Church  Mc.:^  ai.d  one  of  thefe  nevj  fort  of  Dijcipli- 
narians,  who,  your  Grace,  la  your  Appeal,  aflures  us, 
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1  are  rifen  up  from  amongft  ourf elves*  vjho  feem  to  comply 
voith  the  Government  of  the  Church,  much  upon  the  fame 
account  as  others  do  vjith  that  of  the  State,  not  out  of  Con- 
ference to  their  Duty,  or  any  Love  they  have  for  it,  hut  be~ 
caufe  it  is  the  eftablijhed  Church,  and  they  cannot  keep  their 
Preferments  without  it.  They  hate  our  Conftitution,  and 
revile  all  that  Ji  and  up  in  good  earneft  for  it',  but  for  all 
that,  theyrejolve  to  holdfafi  to  it,  and  fo  go  on  to  fubferibe 
and  rail. 

Thefe  are  the  Church  Monfters,  or  many  headed  Hy- 
dras, which  have  been  heroically  vanquifhed  and  defeated 
by  your  Grace  and  the  Bijhop  of  Bangor,  who  have  ever 
maintained  the  Kings  Supremacy,  and.  the  total  Dependance 
©f  the  Clergy  upon  the  Laity,  and  have  manfully  oppofed 
Civil  and  Eccleftafiical  Tyranny,  m  all  their  Shapes  ;  for 
which  you  have  been  falfly  represented  as  Judas*  s9. 
Church -Empfons,  and  Church- Dudleys,  and  what  not  f 
And  now,  my  Lord,  you  having  difarmed  them  of  all 
fair  Weapons,  they  have  recourie  to  Stink-pots,  and  would 
fo  defile  and  contaminate  the  Champions  cf  our  Liberty y 
that  none  who  have  not  High  Church  Nofes  can  come  with- 
in the  Reach  of  them. 

The  Letter  Writer  comes  next  to  mew,  What  are  the 
fleas  and  Pretenfons  of  thefe  1  z>:ovators,  as  he  calls 
them,  and  thefe,  he  fays,  may  be  learned  from  a  Couple  of 
French  Pamphlets  lately  pub  I ijhed,  the  Authors  of  which 
and  their  Confederates,  whom  he  has  before  defcrib- 
ed,  are  angry  at  all  ConfeJJions  cf  Faith,  and  all  Sub- 
f crip/ ion  of  Articles',  and  are  for  a  general  "Toleration? 
which  he  invidioufly  ca31s,  a  general  Licence,  and  he 
might,  with  the  fame  Candour  have  chriftened  it  &  gene- 
ral Libertinifm. 

One  of  the  Treatifes  here  referred  to,  is  written  by 
Mr.  Durclte,  and,  I  fuppofe,  the  other  by  Mr.  Pillonierer 
and  both  intended  to  expofe  the  Abfurdity,  and  fhew  the 
Ridicule  of  broad  brimmed  Hats  and  grave  Faces,  meet- 
ing in  Synods  to  reveal  the  revealed  Will  of  God,  and  to 
make  Creeds  and  ConfefTions  of  Faith,  and  carry  them 
by  a  Majority  of  Voices  (often  of  Proxies)  which  the 
Laity  are  to  believe  at  prefent,  and  in  all  Generations  to 
come* 
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I  very  much  fufpetf;  the  virulent  Libeller,  under  the 
fhelter  oppofing  thefe  poor  French  Refugees,  intends  to 
level  his  bold  Jnveclive  again!*  your  Grace's  Perfon  and 
Writings,  in  which  you  have  lb  openly  and  figmficamly 
declared  your  Opinion  of  what  is  to  be  expeclcd  from 
fueh  AiTemblies  of  Clergymen,  who  have  no  other  Bu- 
linels  there  but  to  fpread  Uncharita  blends  and  Difiention 
amongft  the  People,  and  to  ufurp  Wealth,  Dominion,  and 
Power  to  themfelves. 

In  your  Authority  of  Chriftian  Princes,  you  excellent- 
ly well  obferve,  (g)  that  ?iotbing  more  expo  fed  our  Chriftian 
Profffion  heretofore,  or  may  more  deferve  our  ferious  Con- 
f  deration  at  this  Day,  than  the  Violence,  the  Pajjion,  the 
Malice,  the  Falfenefs,  the  Oppreffion,  which  reigned  in 
mofi  of  the  Synods  held  by  ConMantine,  and  after  him  by 
the  following  Emperors,  upon  Occafon  of  the  Arian  Con- 
troverfy,  bitter  are  the  Complaints  which  we  are  told  that 
great  Emperor  made  of  them  :  The  Barbarians,  fays  he,  in 
a  Letter  to  one  of  them,  for  fear  of  us,  worfbip  God,  but 
we  7nind  only  what  tends  to  Hatred,  to  Diffentian,  and  in 
one  Word  to  the  Deftrutiion  of  Mankind. 

You  further  obferve  of  Synods  in  general,  (h)  viz. 
What  good  can  be  expected  from  the  Meeting  of  Men,  when 
their  Pajfiom  art  let  loofe,  and  their  Minds  dij ordered,  when 
their  Inter  eft  and  Dtftgns,  their  Friends  and  Parties,  nay 
their  very  Judgments  and  Principles  lead  them  different 
ways,  and  they  agree  in  nothing  fo  ?nuch  as  their  being  ve- 
ry Pecvijh\  when  their  very  reafon  is  depraved,  and  they 
judge  not  according  to  Truth  and  Evidence,  but  with  refpctl 
to  Per  fens,  and  every  one  oppofes  what  another  of  a  diffe- 
rent Perfwafion  movct  or  approves  of 

I  heartily  concur  with  your  Grate  in  your  Opinion  of 
fuch  Affemblies ;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  fee  what  good 
they  can  do,  were  it  poiTible  that  they  were  inclined  to  do; 
it  :  The  common  Pretence  is  to  make  Faith,  explain  Re- 
ligion, and  to  teach  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  talk  intelligibly  : 
Vain  and  weak  Men  !  as  if  the  Almighty  was  not  capable 
of  making  himfelf  underftood  without  their  help,  when 
he  intends  to  be  understood ;  or  as  if  a  few  fallible  Mor- 
tals neither  more  wife,  or  more  honejl  than  other  Men, 
Were  capable  of  difcoverihg  what  the  Almighty  has  a 

mind 
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mind  to  conceal ;  or  as  if  the  Divine  Goodnefs  woul^ 
cruelly  hide  from  us  what  is  necefTary  for  us  to  know. 
*  If  the  Scriptures  are  fo  abftrufe,  and  want  fo  much 
Explanation,  how  are  they  fo  plain  that  he  who  runs  may 
read  ?  And  how  can  God  Almighty  (whole  Laws  they 
are)  be  faid  to  Will  that  all  Men  mould  come  to  the 
Knowledge  of  theTruth  ?  And  how  are  the  great  Things 
of  Religion  revealed  to  Babes  and  Sucklings,  and  hid 
from  the  Learned  and  Wile  ? 

The  Romijb  Clergy  act  conMent  with  themfelves,  who 
pretend  to  believe  the  Holy  Ghoft  prefides  in  their  Gene- 
ral Councils,  and  confequently  may  be  allowed  to  explain 
his  own  Meaning,  but  it  is  incorrigible  Impudence  in 
Protectant  Priefts  to  arTume  to  talk  or  write  better  than 
the  Holy  Spirit  himfelf,  when  they  pretend  not  to  his 
AMance,  nor  will  accept  of  any  other  if  they  can  help 
it. 

And  therefore  I  mail  conclude  this  Head,  and  flop  this 
Revilers  Mouth,  by  telling  him  in  your  '-  race's  Words, 
(/)  u  That  nothing  at  this  Day  preferves  us  from  Ruin 
and  Defolation,  but  that  we  (the  Clergy)  have  not  Power 
of  ourfelves  to  do  the  Church,  a  Mifchief ;  and  the  Prince 
who  fees  too  much  of  our  Temper,  is  too  gracious  to  us, 
and  has  too  great  a  Concern  for  the  Church's  Good,  tot 
fufFer  us  to  do  it." 

The  Letter  goes  on5  and  the  next  PalTage  is  pregnant 
with  Anger  and  Scurrility.  "  Who,  (fays  the  Author) 
that  is  a  Chriftian  can  avoid  lamenting  that  thefe  ravening 
Wolves  (I  wifli  he  does  not  mean  fuch  Men&syour  Grace, 
and  the  Bifiop  of  Bangor,  fsfc.)  are,  not  only  driven  far 
away  from  the  Sheepfold,  but  even  received  within  the 
Inclofures  of  the  Church,  and  admitted  to  her  Honours, 
be  Offices,  and  Government  ?  But  fo  it  unfortunately  is, 
while  we  only  ftrive  for  the  Things  of  this  Life,  we  wo- 
fully  neglect  thofe  which  belong  to  another.  And  becaufe 
fome  hop*  by  the  Toleration,  and  Advancement  of  fitch 
Men,  to  catch  the  Favour  of  the  People,  and  thereby 
maintain  themfelves,  in  that  which  they  have  only  at 
Heart,  their  Power  and  Places,  they  care  not  what  be- 
comes of  the  Church,  or  of  the  Faith,  or  of  Religion,  or 
indeed  of  Jtfus  Chrijl  himfelf,  and  his  Caufer 
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Here  now  is  a  Volley  of  Rage  and  ugly  Names,  enough 
to  diftance  Billing  [get  e,  and  to  put  all  re<  '.naLle  and  m&- 
dsrate  Railing  out  of  Countenance  for  ever.  How,  thought 
I,  when  I  read  it  fir  it ;  have  we  got  Bungey  here  ?  It  fa- 
vours filthily  of  the  Sermon  at  St.  ?2.uV$,c;nd  breathes  the 
very  fame  Truth  and  good  Seific.  Pray  God  the  poor  Or- 
thodox Lunatick  may  come  off  no  worfe  than  he  did  lafil 

Time  1  know  a  galled  Back  will  not  agree  with  his 

cholerick  Sou/,  and  I  fee  no  Hopes  of  efc  aping.  BLfj'td  Me- 
mory is  no  more%  and  within  the f  five  Years  we  have  had 
one  nbelling  Priejl hanged,  and  another  feditious  Priefi  fit 

in  the  Pillo/y —  -Once   more  Heaven  preferve  poor. 

Bungey.  But  while  I  was  in  the  midft  of  my  Soliloquy, 
I  happily  remembered  that  the  Letter  was  writ  in  Latin  ; 
and  fo  I  cleared  myfelf  of  my  Fears,  and  the  Doffor  of 
the  learned  Scandal. 

From  the  Fa IJhood of  the  Affiertions,  and  the  Bitternefs 
of  the  Stile,  I  mould  have  fufpefted  Friar  Francis  for  the 
Author  ;  but  as  it  bears  no  Tincture  of  his  Spirit  and 
Parts,  I  am  fure  none  of  this  dull  Dirt  is  of  his  flinging. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lord,  I  am  come  to  a  Perfuafion, 
that  this  wretched  Author  is  fome  wooden  Implement  of 
the  late  Rrign,  fome  Northern  Genius,  fome  Holy  Bigot l, 
and  fome  Bungler  of  Peace,  made  ufe  of  by  his  Mafiers, 
as  a  foul  Hand  to  fign  away  the  Protefiant  Religion,  and 
t)ie  Liberties  of  Europe, 

Suppofing  this  Author  to  be  ft  Papift  (which  is  moft 
likely)  this  doleful  Ditty  of  his  will  run  mo  ft  naturally  in 
the  following  Stile,  into  which  I  have  paraphrafed  it. 

"  Who  that  is  a  good  Catholick  can  avoid  cr offing  him* 
felf,  and  faying  his  Pater  Nofier,  when  he  fees  that,  tho* 
the  Titular  Bipop  of  Bangor 's  Heterodox  Principles  are 
the  Barrier  of  the  great  Schifim,  called  the  Reformation, 
and  are  the  Gulph  over  which  no  rational  Englifhmen  can 
pafs  into  the  Bofiom  of  Mother  Church  ;  yet  that  Arch  He- 
rctick  ir,  not  only  not  burnt,  but  even  facrileghufly  exer- 
cifmg  the  Office  of  a  pretended  Bijhop,  and  poifoning  the 
People  with  the  damnable  Dottrincs  of  private  Judgment, 
and  Liberty  of  Confidence,  and  falfly  afTerting  that  the 
Priefis  cannot  forgive  Sin,  and  command  Heaven.  But  fo 
it  unfortunately  happens,  that  while  we  only  ftrive  for  Re- 
ligionaxA  Liberty,  we  wofully  forget  thole  Things  which 

belong 
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belong  to  the  Church ;  and  becaufe  fome  hope,  by  their 
favouring  and  protecting  of  Proteflants,  to  gain  the  good 
Will  of  Protejlants,  and  thereby  gratify  their  Schifmati~ 
cal  Ambition  of  being  at  the  Head  of  the  Protefiaut  Inte- 
reft  ;  they  care  not  what  becomes  of  his  Holinefs  the  Pope \ 
the  RealPrefencey  nor  indeed  OiTranfubftantiation'wtitit" 
Your  Grace,  my  Lord,  will  perceive  how  naturally 
this  filly  Declamation,  full  of  Froth,  and  Empty  of  Rea- 
soning, runs  into  Ridicule.  And,  in  Ihort,  there  is  no 
other  way  of  anfwering  it,  but  by  giving  it  a  Turn  of 
this  Sort ;  for  it  is  all  Noife  and  Scolding,  it  fixes  upon 
no  certain  Point,  nor  does  it  ftate  or  confute  any  particu- 
lar Error. 

But  even  this  is  not  fo  wild  and  abfurd  as  the  latter 
Part  of  the  Paragraph  which  charges  fome  Men  in  Power 
and  Places  wkh  advancing  or  favouring  fuch  Enemies  to 
the  Caufe  as  this  Author  defcribes :  For  what  has  not 
been  done  for  the  Church  ?  Or  what  has  been  done  againft 
it  ?  Have  not  the  utmoft  Endeavours  been  ufed  to  bring 
fome  of  our  late  Queen's  Favourite  Lords  into  the  Mi- 

niftry  ?  Has  not  Lord  been  made  a  Duke,  and 

it  is  thought  with  intent  to  employ  his  great  Abilities  in 
Accounts,  and  his  Integrity  in  making  them  up,  at  the 
Head  of  the  Treafury  ?  Was  not  a  Bill  intended  to  be 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  reftore  the  pious 

Lord  B  k  to  his  Efla'e  and  Honour,  and  to  the 

Church  again  ?  Were  not  the  utmoft  Efforts  ufed  to  re- 
jnove  a  great  P  erf  on  from  all  Power,  for  no  other  Reafon,. 
which  can  be  imagined,  but  his  being  ungracious  to  the 
Church  ?  And  was  there  not  a  very  good  Law  intended^ 
to  have  enabled  them  to  execute  thefe  pious  Defigns  ? 

Has  there  been  any  Thing  done  towards  that  fairy 
Project,  of  Regulating  and  Reforming  the  Univerfities  I 
Or  has  there  been  any  Refentment  Ihewn  to  their  choofing 
the  Brother  of  a  Traitor  for  their  Chancellor,  when  the 
Heir  to  the  Crown  would  have  honoured  that  Poft  ?  So> 
careful  have  we  been  of  provoking  the  Clergy! 

Was  not  an  Inftrument  drawn  and  agreed  to  for  filence- 
ing  a  Controverfy,  in  which  fo  many  good  Churchmen 
were  miferably  baflied,in  order  to  refcue  them  out  of  the 
Clutches  of  their  mercilefs  Enemies,  in  which  the  kind 
Projt&ors  did  not  fcrupie  to  talk  I\onfenfe  in  Compli- 
ment 
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ment  to  modern  Orthodoxy,  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  ? 

What  Clergyman  has  been  preferred  or  countenanced 
there,  or  any  where  elfe,  w.'.o  has  given  Offence  to  the 
Church  ?  What  has  been  done  for  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor? 
Or  what  has  not  been  done  by  fome  People  againft  him  ? 
His  great  Enemy,  who  very  orthodoxly  belied  him,  is 
highly  preferr'd,  but  we  may  be  fure  not  for  that  Re'afdn. 
Some,  who  pretend  to  be  his  Friends,  give  out,  that  his 
Lordmip  *vas  promifed  to  be  Clerk  of  the  King^s  Clofet,' 
but  the  Event  ihews  it  was  only  a  Whig  Lie,  for  another 
has  been  promoted  to  that  Honour,  without  his  Appli-. 
cation,  to  prevent  one,  fo  unacceptable  to  the  Clergy  as 
his  Lordfhin,  from  having  a  near  Admittance  to  his  Ma-, 
jelly's  Perfon. 

Is  there  any  fuch  Thing  as  Liberty  of  Confcienoc 
given  to  Proteltant  DhTenters  in  Ireland  ?  And  has  there 
been  fo  much  as  an  Attempt  made  to  reftore  Arms  into 
their  Hands,  which  were  taken  from  them  in  the  lall 
Reign,  though  the  Papifts  and  Jacobites  ia  that  King- 
dom are  almoft  ten  Times  the  Number  of  ali  the  Pro-| 
teftants  together  ? 

It's  true,  my  Lord,  that  after  many  Struggles,  and  a 
Thoufand  Promifes,  a  Bill  has  pad  to  repeal  the  Occajt- 
enal  and  Schiftn  A8$  in  England*  but  'tis  plain  the  Dif- 
fenters  are  more  beholding  to  his  Majefty's  Juftice  and 
Wifdom,  than  to  the  Endeavours  of  thofe  who  were  fick 
of  it  whilft  they  folicited  it,  and  renounced  the  Principle 
which  alone  can  juftify  it,  by  declaring  for  the  left 
though  your  Grace,  by  the  Reafoning  of  your  admirable 
Writings,  have  fo  unanfwerably  proved,  that  the  Dif- 
fenters  have  an  indifputable  Right  to  all  the  Privileges  of 
their  Fellow-Subjecis,  notwithitanding  their  unavoidable 
Differences  in  Religious  Opinions 

To  conclude,  are  we  not  fending  a  great  Fleet  to  the  t 
Baltick  to  prevent  even  the  moft  diftant  Danger  to  the 
Church;  and  are  we  not  told  by  the  Regent's  Manifello, 
that  even  Gibraltar  would  have  been  given  up  to  pro- 
cure that  Peace  which  is  fo  much  wifhed  for  by  all  good 
Churchmen.  I  could  enumerate  many  other  private  Vir- 
tues, which  will  approve  fome  of  them,  not  only  true 
Churchmen,  but  the  Church's  belt  Friends,  and  there- 

fore, 
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fore,  my  Lord,  I  think  it  is  very  fevere  and  barbarous 
to  ufe  them  thus,  at  a  Time  too  when  they  can't  get  a 
good  Word  from  its  Enemies ;  I  affirm  to  your  Lordfhip, 
upon  my  Conference  and  Honour,  that  I  have  not  maid 
one  Anti-Churchman  fpeak  well  of  them,  or  drink  thqir 
Health  the  Fad  whole  Seflion  of  Parliament,  or  ever  fin ce. 
When  I  confider  all  this,  my  Lord,  I  am  at  aLofs'a- 
gain,  about  the  true  Author  of  this  Libel  ;  for  I  can't 
conceive  how  an  experienced  State/man,  and  able  Nego- 
tiator, mould  be  fo  ill-infornvd  of  our  publick  Affairs, 
as  to  hope  for  Succefs  in  publiftiing  fo  groundlefs  a  Ca- 
lumny, therefore  I  defpair  of  being  able  to  unkennel 
this  High-Church- Vermin,  unlefs  your  Grace  helps  me 
out.  Si 

How  ridiculous  an  Imputation  is  it  in  our  Defamer, 
to  charge  his  fome  Men  with  an  Intent  of  making  them- 
/elves  Popular,  and  courting  the  Favour  of  the  People  to 
maintain  t hem fe lues  in  what  they  have  only  at  Heart,  their 
Pozvsr  and  Places:  As  for  my  part,  I  know  no  fuch 
Men,  and  if  there  are  any  fuch,  I  wilh  them  better 
Luck  :  I  can  judge  of  Men  no  otherwife  than  by  their 
Aclions,  and  therefore  I  do  by  theie  Prefents  acquit  our 
Author's  fome  Men  from  any  fuch  falfe,  groundlefs,  and 
criminal  Defjgns,  and  all  the  Men  I  know  in  England 
will  do  them  the  fame  Juftice. 

Make  them/elves  Popular  vjith  an  Intent  to  keep  their 
Places,  quoth  a  !  Any  impartial  Perfon  who  hath  Eyes 
in  his  Head,  will  fwear  upon  the  Evangelifls,  that  they 
never  fo  much  as  aimed  at  it.  I  will  appeal  to  any  one, 
if  in  all  the  Steps  they  have  taken,  they  nave  not  ventu- 
red their  Places  with  a  great  deal  of  Franknefs  and  Bra- 
very, and  their  Enemies  wonder  how  they  have  kept 
them  fo  long,  and  therefore  'tis  evident  from  all  that 
has  been  faid,  that  our  Author's  fome  Men  are  not  fo  ex- 
traordinary at  keeping  themfelves  in  their  Places,  that 
they  are  not  guilty  of  favouring  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor, 
and  his  Adherents,  and  that  they  do  not  take  any 
Meafures  to  make  themfelves  Popular,  but  that,  in  morr, 
they  are  for  the  EftabliQYd  Church,  and  Eftablifli'd  Faith, 
and  are  foully  belied  if  they  have  not  been  your  Graces, 
humble  Servants  in  more  Inftances  than  one. 


Our 
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Our  Author's  concluding  Words  are  remarkable  ones, 
fays  he,  "  You  will  pardon  me,  Sir,  that,  to  gratify  a 
juft  Sorrow,  I  thus  exprefs  my  Indignation,  with  more* 
Bitternefs  than  uiual,  againft  thefe  Enemies  of  our  Reli- 
gion. I  mould  accufe  myfelf  of  betraying  the  Faith, 
did  I  not,  on  every  Occafion,  denounce  D ^amnatiou  againft' 
thefe  Her  dicks" 

Here  now  is  a  true  Image  of  a  prieftly  Spirit,  deftitute; 
of  all  Humanity  and  the  Fear  of  God,  and  fraught  with' 
Fire  a?id  Bri?nftone,  which  he  fcatters  fo  freely  among' 
the  Sons  of  Men.  '  I  is  (I  had  almoft  faid)  well  that  the 
more  merciful  Devils  have  the  Cuftody  of  thefe  flaming^ 
Materials.  Dreadful  !  that  honeft  Men,  and  fincere 
Chriftians,  mould  be  wantonly  configned  aver  to  Eternal 
Flames,  for  adhering  to  the  Truth,  or  what  "appears  to 
them  to  be  fo,  which  is  all  that  is  required  of  thera  ! 

This,  in  Ihort,  is  the  Cafe  They  pleafe  God,  and 

make  the  Parfons  mad. 

Your  Grace  perceives,  and,  no  doubt,  with  Horror, 
the  execrable  Genius  and  Malice  of  this  Author,  who,  by 
the  ailuming  Stile  of  his  Curfng  of  Chriftians,  feems 
willing  to  be  thought  a  Firebrand  of  Authority,  and  an 
Atheift  of  Power.  What  a  BMing  it  is  to  this  Church 
and  Nation,  that  fuch  a  ravening  Wolf  does  not  filler 
Lordjbifs  Chair  f 

Gratulor  huic  Teme  * 

I  wifti  this  Curfer  would  be  inftru&ed  by  your  Lord- 
fhip's  excellent  Words,  particularly  where  you  fo  warm- 
ly, fo  chriftianly  reccommend  a  mutual  Charity,  which 
alone,  you  fay,  can  fecure  us  amidjl  all  our  Errors,  and 
which  with  an  Agreement  in  what  is  moft  neceffary,  will 
to  the  Honeft  and  Sincere,  be  fujftcient  for  our  eternal  Se- 
curity. This,  your  Grace  adds,  jhould make  us  more  fpar- 
ing  in  our  Anathema^s,  and  more  zealous  in  our  Prayers 
for  one  another.  With  much  more  excellent  Advice  to 
the  fame  Purpofe,  your  Grace  alio  in  your  excellent  Ser- 
mon printed  in  89.  has  this  Remarkable  and  Chriftian 
Paffage,  "  Who  am  I,  that  fhould  dare  to  pronounce  a 
Sentence  of  Reprobation  againft  any  one,  in  whom  there 
will  appear  all  the  other  Chsvaclers  of  an  humble,  up- 
light,  fincere  Chriftian,  only  becaufe  he  is  not  fo  wife, 
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and  it  may"  be  vvifer  than  I  am,  and  iecs  f  urther  than  I 
do,  and  therefore  is  not  exactly  of  my  Opinion  in  every 
Thing?" 

To  give  a  Man  to  the  Devil,  is  an  odd  way  of  keep- 
ing him  from  the  pkw7f  which  I,  with  humble  Sufamif- 
fion  to  the  Lower  Koufe  of  Convocation  ignorantly 
imagined  was  the  Profeffion  and  jJuty  of  every  Clergy- 
man. 

I  have  thus,  my  Lord,  taken  to  Pieces  this  venomous 
Author,  and  ihewn  his  Spirit.  He  has  reviled,  beyond 
Sec,  one  whom  he  dares  not  attack,  at  Home:  And  he 
fcul/^d  and  fcolded  in  Sniffer  land,  becaufe  his  bafe  Spirit 
mull  breathe  fome*where. 

Butpraifed  be  Almighty  God,  however  he  may  grati- 
fy himfelf  by  reviling  other  Bifbops,  the  Nation  is  blefied 
VCiyour  Grace  with  a  Metropolitan  of  iuch  Uniformity  in 
Life  and  Principles,  as  muft  ever  baffle  Calumny,  and 
confound  the  Malice  of  his  and  the  Church's  Enemies, 
and  who  will  never  give  Occafion  to  fuch  a  Story  as  is 
told  of  a  Wefiern  Bijhop  at  the  Revolution,  who  fled  from 
the  Protefi  ant  Religion  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  at  Exeter, 
to  King  James  and  Father  Peters  at  London,  and  was  made 
Archbijhop  for  his  Loyalty  and  Pajfiue  Obedience,  But,  as 
he  was  going  Northward  to  take  PofTefflon  of  his  new 
Dignity,  he  bethought  himfelf  that  the  Bible  was  better, 
and  like  to  get  the  better -of  his  Holinefs  and  Popery,  and 
fo  he  declared  for  the  Prince,  and  a  Free  Parliament,  up- 
on the  Road. 

1  have  the  Honour  to  be„  with  profound  Veneration^ 
My  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's  mofl  dutiful  Son, 

and  mofi  obedient,  humble  Servant, 
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A  true  Account  of  a  Revelation  lately  dif- 
covered  to  Jeremiah  van  Hufen,  a  Ger- 
man Phyfician.  As  he  delivered  it  on 
Oath  before  John  Shepherd,  Efq-y  One 
cf  his  Majejlfs  Jufices  of  the  Peace ; 
foretelling  many  jirange  Events  ;  parti- 
cularly\  the  End  of  the  World.  By 
T.  Gordon,  Ejfo 

Jlnno  1 7 19. 

Commit,  Mtddlejf.  June  I.   1 7 1 9. 

THIS  Day  Jeremiah  <van  Hufen  of  Cripplegate, 
London,  came  before  me,  and  made  Oath,  that 
on  May  the  29th,  as  he  walk'd  backwards  and  for- 
wards in  his  Parlour,  between  the  Hours  of  Seven  and 
Eight  in  the  Morning,  he  perceived  an  Impreflion 
made  on  him,  like  fpeaking  diftin&ly  in  the  German 
Language ;  but  that  truly  he  neither  heard  a  Voice,  or 
faw  any  Appearance.  He  depofeth  like  wife,  that  en- 
deavouring to  remove  the  Surprize,  by  recollecting  what 
he  had  before  employ'd  his  Thoughts  upon,  and  by 
reafoning  with  himfelf,  that  what  he  hadjuftnow  felt 
was  only  he  Effect  of  his  own  Imagination,  occafion'd 
by  too  intenfe  an  Engagement  on  the  Subject  which  then 
employed  him,  he  was  a  fecond  Time  ftrongly  imprels'd 
with  the  following  Particulars ;  which  when  they  had 
be^n  gradually  manifefted  10  his  Undemanding,  and  all 
delivered  in  the  Order  wherein  they  row  lie,  and  the  Re- 
velation waf  over,  they  all  appear'd  at  one  View  to  his 
Apprehenfion,  and  then  ran  themfelves  over  again  in 
his  Memory  in  the  faid  Order.  He  depofeth  likewife, 
that  during  the  faid  29th  Day  of  May,  he  found  his 
fyiind  at  Eafe,  but  that  the  Particulars  of  the  Revelation 
very  often  recur'd  to  his  Thoughts ;  that  he  flept  very 
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well  th  it  whole  Night,  and  Two  Hours  longer  than 
ufuai,  without  any  Dream  or  Interruption  :  But  that, 
on  the  next  Day,  May  the  30th,  about  10  a  Clock  in 
the  Morning,  he  perceiv'd  a  vehement  Dillurbednefs  in 
his  Breaft,  which  woifd  not  fuffcr  him  to  fit  ftill,  or 
remain  long  in  one  Poiture  or  Place  ;  that  he  perceiVd 
a  want  of  Appetite,  and  Difmclination  to  every  Thihrg 
about  him  ;  that  he  continued  in  this  reftlefs  Condition 
tiil  Bed  time,  a  little  before  which  he  found  his  Head 
very  much  diforder'd ;  but  that  he  flept  well  all  that 
Night, 

He  farther  depofed,  That  on  the  next  Morning, 
May  31.  he  waked  with  high  Diforders  both  in  his 
Head  and  Breaft;  that  he  role  about  Six,  and  finding 
h  mfelf  difcompos'd  to  a  ftrange  degree,  he  went  abroad 
and  w  dk'd  till  Twelve  into  the  Country  ;  that  his  Dif- 
order  continuing,  and  rather  encrealing  than  diminifhing, 
he  returned  home,  and  threw  himielf  on  the  Bed  in  hopes 
of  Reft ;  that  he  rolPd  there  for  Two  Hours,  without 
any  redrefs ;  that  by  Six  in  the  Evening  all  his  Limbs 
and  Joints  partook  of  the  Malady  ;  that  he  felt  no  fh  >rp 
or  pungent  Pains,  but  an  univerfal  Difquiecude  and 
Prellure;  that  he  was  unable  to  eat,  and  what  litt'e 
Wine  he  drank  appeared  naufeous  ;  that  he  continued  in 
this  Condition  all  Night,  without  any  Degree  of  Sleep, 
and  that  in  the  Morning  his  Bread  feem'd  to  him  to  fweil 
even  to  burfting ;  that  for  the  laft  Twenty  Four  Hours 
he  had  no  remembrance  of  the  Revelation  ;  But  that  on 
this  Day,  June  the  id,  they  all  prefent  themfeives  to 
him,  and  give  him  Torture,  and  feem  to  prefs  him  to 
declare  them  ;  that  he  found  himfelf  begin  to  be  eaiy 
upon  the  firit  Refolution  to  come  to  me  ;  and  that  n .>w 
he  has  made  Oath  of  the  following  Particulars,  he  finds 
himfelf  in  the  fame  Condition  wherein  he  was  before  he 
was  firil  feizvd  on  May  the  29th, 

Memsrand. 

I  obferv'd  him  to  deliver  the  following  Particulars 
with  great  Calmnefs  and  Facility,  and  having  denYd  him 
to  fit  down  and  refrefh  himfelf  with  what  my  Houfe 
affords,  I  difcourfed  with  him  for  Two  Hours  together, 
and  found  himafenfib  e  intelligent  Perfori,  well  ven/d, 
I  believe,  and  IkilPd  in  his  own  Bufinefs- ;  and  that  e 

Vol.  h  K  h*j 
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has  nothing,  not  one  Word  to  add  or  diminifli  to  what 
he  has  here  fvvorn  to,  and  is  intirely  infenfible  how  thefe 
Things  were  communicated  or  convey 'd  to  him,  or  how 
he  felt  their  Force,  or  the  other  Senlations  which  arrett- 
ed him,  having  never  troubled  himfelf  with  Politicks  or 
Party-quarrels,  or  ever  employ 'd  any  previous  Thoughts 
upon  the  Things  hereafter  deliver'd. 

Jurat,  corum  me  Hor.  &  Die  pra did. 

,      John  Shephird. 

TH  E  Spaniards  will  rcimbark  June  the  2$th,  1 7 1 9. 
and  narrowly  efcape  the  Englift?  Fleet,  June  30. 
of  the  fame  Month.  July  the  9th,  they  will  land  in 
Scotland  with  all  their  Force  and  warlike  Stores.  1  he 
20th  of  the  fame  Month  their  Fleet  returning  Home, 
will  be  ihatter'd  by  a  Storm,  and  drove  on  the  Ccaft  of 
Wales.  Augujl  the  20th,  the  Pretender  will  be  at  the 
Head  of  all  his  Army  on  a  Plain  near  England.  On  the 
29th  there  will  be  a  bloody  Field  Battle  in  Scotland.  On 
November  the  3d,  there  will  be  another  in  England. 
October  the  2d,  King  GEORGE  lands.  January  the  ill 
following,  there  will  be  a  Grange  and  pompous  Procefii- 
on  through  London.  The  3d,  4th,  and  5th,  great  and 
bloody  Doings  at  Tower-Hill.  A  MafTacre  in  Ireland 
next  December.  The  French  King  dies  on  Chrifimas-day. 
Seventeen  Provinces  declare  for  Philip.  March  1720, 
10000  Englijh  land  at  Ojl end.  May  that  Year,  a  bloody 
Fight  at  Poiclou.  June,  the  Regent  vifits  Life.  King 
Philip  fups  at  Blots  that  Month.  July,  the  Spaniards  re- 
volt, and  make  Alberoni  and  Don  Rodriguez  Governors 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  Prince  of  Afiurias.  Augufi  14, 
Philip  and  the  Duke  of  Orleance  engage  in  a  Field  Battle 
in  Normandy.  Philip  is  taken  Prifoner.  The  Duke  of 
Savoy  enters  Lorrain  about  this  Time.  Augufi  the  1 8th, 
1720.  the  Turk,  Mu/co-vite,  and  Swede,  enter  into  a 
rJ  ripple  Alliance.  Princefs  Sobicjki  dies  of  Child- Birth 
abour  this  Time.  The  Pretender  is  alfo  loll  near  the 
Coaft  of  Norway.  The  Englijh  Fleet  bombard  Civitta 
Veccbiq,  The  Emperor  takes  Rome  this  Winter ;  depofes 
the  Pope;  and  names  a  Bifliop.  Summer  1 72 1,  the  Italian 
Bifhops  deny  the  infallibility  and  Supremacy.  The  Em- 
peror dies  in  June.    The  Elector  of  Hanover  ehofen 

Emperor. 
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Emperor.  The  French  Church  reforms.  Peace  with  the 
North.  1722,  the  Turks  embrace  Chriftianity.  Seftfmbtri 
this  Year,  the  Great  Mogul  conquers  Perfia.  Convocati- 
ons diffolv'd  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  England.  A 
Shower  of  Rain  like  Milk,  in  Suabia.  The  Czar  is 
Mailer,  of  all  Tartary.  The  Chinefe  turn  Papifts,  and 
make  Father  Mezerial  their  Pope.  The  Wejt-Jndians 
univerf  lly  difpofTefs  and  deftroy  the  Europeans.  1723, 
Popery  EftablihVd  at  Genew.  September  this  Year,  the 
Dutch  are  Tributary  to  the  King  of  PruJJia.  King 
Philip  dies  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Sweden  conquers  Pu- 
nierania.  Poland  is  fwallowed  up  by  an  Earthquake. 
Three  Hundred  Sixty  Five  Religions  in  Holland  None 
in  England.  The  Barrier  broken.  Germany  reforms. 
1724,  Spain  builds  a  Fleet  to  conquer  the  IV ejl -Indies. 
England  and  France  join  with  them.  1725,  a  Comet 
burns  Tartary,  China,  and  Mu[co<vy.  This  Year  a  To- 
leration granted  in  France,  Spain,  and  Italy.  Venice  is 
burnt  this  year  by  an  accidental  Fire.  1726,  Anti  thrift 
is  fir  ft  difcover'd  in  Shrop/hire.  In  1729  is  manifeft  over 
all  Europe.  A  War  between  Germany  and  England. 
Another  between  the  Turk  and  Mufcovite,  about  Tran- 
fubftantiation.  Geneva  reforms  again.  The  Swedes  turn 
Turks.  The  Englifo  and  Spanijh  Fleets  quarrel,  and  fight 
at  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  French  Fleet  revolt  to  the  King 
of  Mexico.  A  Battle  in  the  Air  feen  at  Vienna,  Stockholm, 
and  London,  on  the  fame  Day.  The  Jews  keep  drift  mas 
this  Year.  Laws  again ;l  Immorality  annull'd  in  England. 
•  The  Greek  Church  turn'd  Arians.  Psophets  arife  and 
convert  the  Africans.  The  Devil  worfhipp'd  at  Jerusa- 
lem. A  Civil  War  in  England,  about  the  Nature  of 
Schifm.  Strange  Alterations  in  the  Climates  all  over 
Europe.  Calabria  and  Sicily  over-run  with  a  Conflagra- 
tion. Polygamy  and  Witchcraft  very  frequent  in  Ire- 
land. The  Scotch  turn  Mahometans.  Swedes  conquer 
Denmark,  and  eftablifn  Prefbytery.  The  Line  of  Stani- 
slaus made  Viceroys  of  Denmark.  Aurora  Borealis  burns 
up  all  Gothland  and  Finland.  Strange  Sea  M  on  Hers  in- 
fell  the  Engltjb  Coafts.  At  this  Time  there  is  no  King 
in  France.  September  this  Year,  all  Arabia  finks  under 
Water.  December  the  Arabians  embrace  Popery.  Janu- 
ary 1  730,  'Four  Comets  appear  at  the  Four  Cardinal 
K  2  Points 
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Points  of  the  Hemifphere.  February,  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  overflows  on  each  Side.  Afia  Minor  depopulated 
with  Sea  Monfters.  Popery  laid  afide  all  the  World 
over.  March,  this  Ytar,  the  Sun  intenfely  hot  over 
all  the  World.  The  Per  [tans  conquer  Mufcovy.  June, 
the  French  and  Spaniards  join  and  deltroy  the  Dutch. 
July,  Anti-chrift  is  difcover'd  in  Afia,  and  Men  uni- 
versally there  call  therafelves  Biblifs.  Europe  is  all 
in  one  Apoftafy.  The  Weft -Indians  embrace  Chrifti- 
anity  univerfally,  by  the  preaching  of  Prophets,  and 
their  Power  of  Miracles.  Jn  December,  they  convert 
Europe.  The  Sun  rifes  Blew  fometimes.  Land  falls  in 
England.  No  Company  at  Jonathan  s.  Africa  is  of 
one  Mind  and  one  Faith  with  America.  Europe  begins 
to  repent.  In  January,  the  Great  Beaft  is  feen  at 
Genoa  and  Stockholm  at  the  fame  Time,  and  drowns 
himfelf  at  both  Places.  Strange  Bulls  infeft  Ireland. 
In  March,  England  is  Orthodox.  Wonderful  Storms 
all  over  the  Face  of  the  Sky.  Wales  is  burned  by 
Eruptions  of  Bituminous  Matter.  Scotland  infeited  with 
breaking  out  of  the  Blood,  and  with  Blains :  Chrilt 
is  own'd  there.  TV Tam 'a difm  very  frequent  in  this  World. 
Tiiree  General  Councils,  one  in  Germany ,  one  in  Chi- 
na,, anomer  m  Madagafcar.  Gn  September  1 5,  it  ap- 
pears, that  all  Mankind  agree.  The  Magazines  every 
where  blown  up  in  France  and  Germany,  by  Meteors. 
The  Ships  burnt  at  Portfmouth  and  Chatham,  by  a 
fubterraneaus  Fire.  The  Czar  of  Mufcoiy  cuts  ins 
Throat.  Heidegger  dies  of  Fits.  The  Sun  looks  no 
bigger  than  a  Chefhire  Cheefe.  The  Play-Houfe  fnut 
up.  Coach -makers  turn  Prophets.  Cooks  preach  ; 
Hail,  Thunder,  Lightning.  September  the  29th,  the 
grand  Pay-Day  ;  at  Twelve  at  Night,  the  End  of 
the  World. 
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A  Comptirifon  between  the  Propofah  of  the 
Bank  andtbeSouth-SezCompa/ty,  where- 
in is  JJjewn  that  the  Propofah  oj 1  the  Fir  ft 
are  much  more  advantageous  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  than  thofe  of  the  Latter ;  if  they 
do  not  offer  fiich  Terms  to  the  Annuitants 
as  the)  will  accept  of  By  J.  Trenchard, 


Efq; 


Anno  I  7  20. 


AS  I  have  compared  in  my  own  Mind,  the  conftant 
Encreafe  of  our  Publick  Debts,  to  a  Cloud  garner- 
ing over  the  Southern  Seas,  impregnated  with  Thunder  and 
Lightning,  and  big  with  the  Magazines  of  an  Hurricane, 
which  at  laft  fweeps  away  Houies  and  Woods,  as  well  as 
every  thing  elfe  before  it  ;  lb  I  receive  the  trueft  Pieaiure 
in  obferving  an  univerfal  Difpofition  in  my  C  ountrymen, 
to  endeavour  to  difcharge  themfelves  honourably  from  fo^ 
dreadful  a  Burthen.  1  think  it  is  every  honed  Man's 
Duty  to  give  his  utmoft  Afliftance  to  ibdefirable  a  Work  ; 
and  therefore  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  ofTer  fuch  Confi- 
derations  to  my  Superiors,  as  appear  to  me  neccflary  to 
make  the  Attempt  effe&ual ;  that  it  may  rot  end  in  a  Job 
to  get  Plumbs  for  a  few  Projectors,  ruin  Thoufandi,  and 
difappoint  the  Publick. 

I  am  unfaihtonable  enough  to  declare  my  Thoughts 
openly, that  as  I  think  it  is  the  higheft  Crime,  fo  Iwifh  the 
greateft  Punimment  was  inflicted  upon  any  Perfons  in  his 
Majefty's  Councils,  and  the  Management  of  his  Finances 
who  ihall  prefume  to  Stock-job  and  Buffet  about  the  Pub- 
lick  Revenues  ;  and  by  the  Knowledge  of  their  own  In- 
tentions, to  raifejthem  anddeprefs  them  at  their  Pleafure, 
and  a*  they  fee  their  Advantage;  and  fo  to  make  Bargains, 
K  3  fo; 
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for  themfelves,  whilft  they  are  ruining  the  Kingdoms, 
I  hope  there  are  no  fuch  now  :  But  I  doubt  it  is  too  me- 
lancholy a  Truth,  that  to  this  Conduct  in  former  Reigns, 
we  owe  the  greater!  part  of  our  Miferies. 

<:  dare  own  too,  that  1  heartily  wifn  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
It  nu  Lad  found  it  their  Intereft  to  have  made  fuch  a  Pro- 
position as  might  have  been  acceptable  to  the  Parliament ; 
becaufe  I  conceive  they  coold  have  effected  it  with  Ad- 
vantage to  themfelves,  as  well  as  to  the  Publick,  for  the 
following  Re&fons. 

'  i.  They  are  in  Poffeffion  of  a  great  Credit,  and  by 
their  Bills  alone  could  have  paid  fbme  Millions  of  the 
Debt. 

2.  7'hey  have  near  Four  Millions  of  it  already  engraf- 
ted ia  their  Stock,  and  without  doubt  have  great  Effects 
befides,  which  they  have  bought  in  the  feveral  Funds,  and 
consequently  they  would  have  had  fo  much  lefs  of 
the  Publick  Debts  to  have  discharged. 

3 .  They  have  oftener  than  once  already  faved  the  King- 
dom, by  bringing  down  the  Price  of  Interefl,  alMing  it 
in  its  greateil  Exigencies,  and  have  always  acted  with  Re- 
putation and  Candour:  And  indeed,  from  the  Nature  of 
their  Conftitution,  it  is  almoft  impracticable  for  them  to 
do  otberwife,  or  for  their  Directors  to  enrich  themfelves 
at  the  Society's  Co  ft ;  and  therefore  very  many  People 
would  have  engaged  with  them,  who  will  not  venture 
their  Money  in  a  Trading  Company  ;  where  the  Mana- 
gers too  often  fquander  away  and  parcel  out  amongft 
themfelves,  their  Relation,  and  Followers,  the  Publick 
Money,  under  the  Pretence  of  'I  raffick,  and  then  muft 
make  their  Proprietors  Recompe^ce,  by  dividing  out  their 
Capital,  which  they  make  them  to  believe  is  only  Inte- 
reft, and  the  Profit  of  the  Trade  ;  by  which  means,  the 
more  of  their  Principal  is  taken  away  (like  a  Hole  in  the 
WalD  the  gr  ater  it  grows,  and  for  a  Time  fells  for  more 
too :  But  at  laft,  the  poor  People  find  themfelves  beg- 
gared, and  have  no  way  to  prevent  their  Ruin,  but  byv 
felling  out  betimes,  and  ruining  others. 

4.  If  the  Bank  had  undertaken  it,  there  could  have 
been  little  Danger  threatened  to  the  Publick  from  the  In- 
fluence of  fo  formidable  a  Society  j  becaufe  another  great 
Body  would  be  fubfifting  with  Twelve  Millions  Capital : 

7  Which 
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Which,  added  to  the  AfMar.ce  of  the  Eafi  India  Com- 
pany, might,  and  probably  would  have  been  a  great 
Ballance  againft  it ;  befides  there  could  have  been  no  Dan- 
ger of  the  Courtiers  over-loading  them  with  new  Favours* 

5.  The  Capital  of  the  Bank  is  Seven  Millions  lefs  than 
that  of  .  the  South-fea  Company  ;and  therefore  the  Profits 
arifing  to  the  Proprietors,  from  paying  off  the  othet 
Funds,  and  fhiking  New  Stock  in  Jieu  of  them,  mull 
have  been  divided  upon  a  propomonably  lefs  Capital  ; 
and  confequently,  they  could  have  afforded  to  have  allow- 
ed much  greater  Encouragement  to  the  Annuitants,  with 
yet  greater  Profit  to  themfelves ;  and  in  Fad,  they  did 
openly  and  above  board  offer  Seventeen  Hundred  Pounds 
Bank-Stock,  for  every  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annwn  of 
the  long  Annuities ;  which  is  Twenty  Five  Years  Pur- 
chafe  and  an  Half,  if  their  Stock  continued  at  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty,  and  Thirty  Four  Years  Purchafe,  if  it 
afcended  to  Two  Hundred  ;  and  in  the  like  Proportion, 
according  as  it  rofe  more  or  lefs. 

However,  as  every  true  Englifiman  ought  to  have  no 
View  in  an  Affair  of  this  great  Importance,  but  vjjj.it 
would  mofi  conduce  to  the  publick  Benefit ;  fo  all  The 
Advantages  absve-mentioned  did  not,  nor  ought  to  have 
hindred  the  Acceptance  of  a  better  Propofal  from  the 
South-Sea  Company,  who  have  certainly  offered  more 
advantageous  Terms  to  the  Publick,  provided  they  offer 
equal  Terms  too,  to  bring  in  the  Annuitants,  and  are 
contented  with  their  Bargain  in  the  Manner  it  is  made  ; 
which  no  one  fure  can  doubt  of,  it  being  by  their  own 
Acknowledgment  a  very  good  one  ;  fince  they,  ineffecl:, 
declared  they  were  ready  to  give  more;  if  any  others 
would  give  as  much. 

Therefore  I  take  the  lefs  Notice  of  the  little  Jobbing 
Tricks  played,  and  Reports  given  about  in  the  Alley,  to 
raife  Stock,  viz.  That  New  Advantages  are  to  be  given. 
New  Trades  annexed,  and  that  fince  the  Publick  expect 
from  them  to  raife  fuch  Sums  of  Money,  they  mud  find 
Means  to  enable  them  to  do  it  :  Such  Artifices  and  fuch 
jugling  Proceedings,  can  never  enter  into  the  Thoughts 
of  any  Member  of  that  Honourable  Houfe,  which  ac- 
cepted the  Propofal.  Who  can  fufpecl  that  the  Guardians 
of  the  Publick  Treafure,  will  ever  wantonly  fquander 

away 
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away  any  part  of  an  advantageous  Contract  they  have 
made  for  their  Country  ;  and  give  better  Terms  than  are 
aflced,  if  the ie  can  be  performed  r  And  if  not,  it  is  itill 
more  abfurd  to  imagine,  that  they  will  reward  2ny  Num- 
ber of  Men  whatsoever,  for  betrayiig  the  Publick,  by 
offering  a  Project  which  they  could  not  execute,  and 
riifappointing  another,,  which  could  not  have  mifcar- 
ried 

It  will  be  embezzling  the  publick  Treafure,  and  en- 
cr  eating  our  burthens,  inflead  of  leffening  them,  if  we 
give  away  needlefiy  not  only  what  is 'already  Money  or 
Wealth,  but  fuch  Advantages  and  Privileges  as  will  pur- 
chafe  them  from  any  other Bcdy  of  Men  ;  ipx  it  will  be 
ridiculous  to  fay,  any  Conceilion  will  coftthe  Publick  no- 
thing,  which  wiii  hurt  and  prejudice  the  Publick,  or 
yield  the  Publick  fomething  :  Befides,  'tis  but  common 
jufiice  to  the  Bank  of  England,  (to  thofe  whofe  Conducl 
we  art  beholden  even  for  the  prefent  Propofal)  to  give 
rh em  the  Preference;  if  by  adding  ,  curtailing,  toiling, 
tumbling, dr  mangling  the  accepted  Proportion,  it  mould 
be  rendered  but  equally  advantageous  to  theirs,  much 
h  %e  if  it  mould  become  lefs  fo  ;  the  Breach  of  the  Conr 
tract  will  lie  at  their  Door  alone,  who  decline  to  execute 
it,  or  confefs  they  can't  execute  it  by  demanding  New 
Conditions. 

The  reafon  I  think  it  neceflary  to  fay  thus  much  i\ 
becaufe  J  find  many  Perfons  engaged  in  the  South -Sea 
Company,  who  think,  or  pretend  to  think,  that  they, 
have  the  Choice  of  the  Alternative,  either  to  buy  in  the 
Annuitants,  or  to  pay  Six  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds 
in  lieu  of  it,  which  I  dare  fay  is  not  the  Thought  of  any 
Man  in  the  Kingdom,  befides  fome  of  themfelves :  We  all 
underftand,  that  they  ofFeredthe  Penalty  only  as  an  Ear- 
neft,  to  arTure  us  that  they  intend  to  give  fuch  Conditions 
as  the  Annuitants  will  be  inexcuiable  ;  if  they  do  tot 
accept  of  ;  which  ought  to  be  equal  at  leaftto  thofe  al- 
ready offered  by  the  Bank  ;  and  I  could  wifh  they  would 
filence  the  Scruples  of  fome,  and  the  Calumnies  of  o- 
thers,  by  obliging  themfelves  to  it  in  the  Bill,  or  at  lead 
would  make  as  open  and  frank  a  Declaration  of  their  In- 
tention, as  the  Bank  has  done. 

For 
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For  the  Propofal  of  the  Bank  is  exceedingly  more  ad- 
vantageous than  that  of  the  South  Sea  ;  provided  the 
Bank  Proportion  brings  in  the  Annuitants,  and  the 
South  Sea  Company  only  pays  the  Penalty,  even  tho' 
the  Latter  mould  be  kept  ftnctly  to  their  Bargain  ;  for  ail- 
that  then  would  accrue  to  the  Publick  by  it,  would  ber 
but  four  Millions  Six  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds,  when 
it's  all  paid:  And  'tis  mors,  than  probable,  that  Sum, 
as  great  as  it  is,  will  not  in  Reality  leifen  the  publick 
Debts  at  all  (it's  well  if  it  does  not  encreafe  then.)  be- 
caufe  the  Annuities,  in  all  likelihood,  will  rife  in  Value 
above  Twenty  Years  Purcnafe  (the  Price  the  Publick  are 
to  redeem  them  at  by  this  Propofal)  more  than  that  Sum 
will  difcharge  :  Whereas  what  the  Bank  offers,  will  ef- 
fectually pay  off  io  much  of  our  Engagements. 

They  offer  direclly.  /.  3,300,000 

The  difference  in  prompt  Payment  from 

what  the  South-St*   offer*  more    than  -  -  -  200,  00© 

Offered  to  he  allowed  to  the  Annuitants  2,367,600; 


in  all  A5,  867,600 


There  is  bcfides  the  Difference  which; might  probably 
accrue  to  the  Publick  by  the  Bank's  offering  to  be  re- 
deemed at  1724,  and  the  South-Sea's  accepted  Alternar 
tive,  to  be  redeemable  at  1727  ;  which  by  fome  is  com* 
puted  at  more  than  Eleven  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds, 
and  by  themfelves  at  not  lefs  than  Seven. 

As  I  think  I  have  fully  fhewn,  that  the  Propofal  of. 
the  Bank  of  England^  vaiHy.  better  to  the  Publick  than 
that  of  the  South  Sea,  if  the  Firit  brings  in  the  Annu* 
itants,  and  the  Others  do  not  ;  fo  I  will  as  plainly  fhew, 
that  if  the  Latter  are  not  obliged  to  offer  them  fuch 
Conditions  as  it  will  be  their  Intereli  to  accept,  that  they 
mull  be  Men  of  very  uncommon  Virtue,  and  intirely. 
detached  from  all  perfonal  Confid  erations,  if.  they  do  it . 
of  their  own  Accord, 

E  5:  Ti»- 
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'Tis  evident,  that  all  the  Advantage  which  can  accrue 
to  them  by  this  Bargain,  (which  they  Purchafe  at  fo 
many  Millions)  over  and  above  receiving  good  Intereft 
for  Seven  Years,  is  the  linking  New  Capital  for  as  much 
as  they  pay  of  the  publick  Debt ;  that  is  to  fay,  for  every 
Hundred  Founds  tney  difcharge,  they  are  to  have  the 
Liberty  to  add  and  fell  to  the  faired  Bidder,  One  Hun- 
dred Pounds  of  New  Stock;  and  if  that  can  be  fold  at 
the  current  Price  (which  we  will  fuppofe  to  be  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventy)  then  Seventy  Pounds  will  be  got  by 
the  Company  j  which  Profit  arifing  equally  upon  near 
Sixteen  Millions,  there  will  remain  more  than  Seven 
jVi  ill  ion,  clear  Profit  to  the  Company,  after  Four  Mil- 
lions paid  to  the  Publick  ;  and  fo  proportionably  more 
or  lef ,  as  the  Stock  rifesor  falls. 

Now  it  mull  be  obvious  to  every  one,  that  it  can 
never  be  their  Intereit.  to  bring  in  the  Annuitants,  before 
all  the  redeemable  Funds  are  paid  off,  and  the  New 
Stock  is  (truck  and  fold;  for  that  would  be  to  call  in 
Shares  to  divide  this  great  Sum  with  themfelves,  and  lef- 
fen  their  own  Profit  above  half,  by  admitting  Fifteen 
Millions  more  Capital  :  They  will  hardly  think  it  worth 
their  Time  to  give  the  Publick  Four  Years  and  an  Halfs 
Purchafe  for  fuch  Annuitants,  and  to  give  the  Annu- 
itant great  Encouragement  befides,  to  accept  the  aforefaid 
Favour  ;  and  if  they  do  not,  I  am  perluaded  they  have 
too  much  Moderly  to  expeel  the  Annuitants  to  come  in 
without  it :  Since,  a,s  is  faid  before,  almoft  the  only 
Foundation  of  their  Stock  now  bearing  fuch  a  Price,  is 
the  Advantage  which  will  arife  from  felling  the  New  In- 
tereft, 

Befides,  how  long  can  it  be  reafonably  fuppoftd, 
Twenty  Seven  Millions  more  of  principal  Stock  will  be 
Selling  off?  (which  Sum  the  whole  will  amount  to  at 
Cue  Hundred  and  Seventy  per  Cent.)  for  if  we  could  fup- 
pofe (which  1  take  to  be  a  very  fanguine  Imagination) 
that  the  Sixteen  Millions  paid  ofF  would  all  be  veiled  in 
this  Company,  there  will  yet  remain  Eleven  Millions, 
ior  which  frelh  Money  muft  be  found. 

It  is  very  unlikely,  that  fo  great  an  Intereft  fhould  be 
fold,  without  fpending  part  of  the  Term  in  doing  it, 

or 
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•r  finking  the  Stock,  (which  will  fpoil  all)  and  then  how 
can  the  South-Sea  offer  the  Annuitants  fuch  Terms  as  the 
Bank  have  already  propofed  ?  For  when  the  Advantage 
arifing  from  this  Bargainis  at  an  end,  the  Seven  Millions 
divided^amongft  theprefent  Proprietors,  aand  their  Term 
of*  Seven  Years  fhortned,  what  imaginary  Hopes  cari 
there  be,  that  their  Stock  will  keep  at  the  advanced 
Price  ?  which  it  mint  do,  to  enable  them  to  pay 
Four  Years  and  a  half  Purchafe  to  the  Publick,  and 
yet  give  fuch  Encouragement,  as  the  Annuitants  will 
accept  of ;  nor  is  it  pofftble  to  fuppofe  a  Circum- 
ftance,  how  they  fhall  be  capable  of  doing  all  this,, 
without  its  appearing  at  the  firit  View,  that  it  is  more 
their  Intereft  to  pay  the  Penalty. 

Therefore  I  hope  1  mail  not  deferve  the  Imputation 
of  Calumny,  if  I  furmife,  that  no  Member  of  the 
South- Sea  Company  can  oppofe  a  Propofition  fo  rea- 
fonable,  as  that  they  mould  be  obliged  to  declare 
what  Conditions  they  will  give  to  the  Annuitants ; 
but  fuch  who  defign  not  the  publick  Intereft,  but 
their  own  ;  who  intended  us  a  MiJJi/tppi  Company* 
would  have  had  vaftly  greater  Advantages  fquandered 
away  for  lefs  than  half  the  Sum  which  is  now  offered, 
and  who  have  been  cooking  up  a  Projecl  for  Seven  or 
Eight  Months  laft  paft,  under  the  Pretence  of  paying  ofF 
the  Publick  Debts,  but  in  Truth  to  new  burthen  the 
Publick,  and  enrich  themfelves ;  and  who,  if  they  are 
let  alone,  will  turn  this  great  Defign  into  a  private  Job; 
and  when  they  have  worked  up  their  Stock  by  Manage* 
ment  to  an  unnatural  Price,  will  draw  out,  and  leave  the 
Publick  to  fhift  for  itfelf,  till  the  Seafon  comes  round 
about  for  gathering  new  Plumbs, 
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/Sfl/w  Considerations  upon  the  State  of  cur 
PubUck  Debts  in  general,  and  of  the 
Civil  Lift  in  particular.  By  J.  Tim? 
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IF  by  the  focial  Laws  of  Life  we  are  obliged  to  aid  one 
•another,  and  to  do  kind  Offices  undtfired,  it  will  fol- 
low that  every  Opportunity  of  doing  good,  is  a  call  10  do 
good  ;  and  this  Duty  mull  encreafe  in  proportion  to  the 
importance  of  the  Occafion,  and  confequentiy  the  Pub- 
lick  has  a  Right  to  our  firft  and  beft  Service. 

Armed  with  this  Principle  of  Love  to  my  Country,  I 
fct  forth  in  an  untrodden  Path,  and  ft  all  regard  no  Cb- 
firudiions  or  Difficulties  I  meer  in  my  Way  ;  but  will  un- 
afked,  and  I  fear  unthanked  too,  offer  my  A  Alliance  to 
my  Superiors,  and  endeavour  to  ilrengthen  their  Hands 
in  promoting  the  Happinefs  of  our  Country,  and  removing 
its  Burthens  ;  which  I  hope  to  do,  by  ftewing  them  a 
fhort  way  to  thofe  good  E.nds. 

The  Power  and  Happinefs  of  any  Country  depends  in 
a  great  rVIeafure  upon  a  skilful  and  frugal  Management  of 
the  Publick  Trealure,  which  my  Lord  Coke  juiily  calls, 
I'utela  Pads  &  frmamentum  Btlli :  By  this  Conduct 
chiefly  the  Seven  Provinces,  not  of  more  Extent  than 
Torkjhire,  have  proved  their  State  as  considerable  as  fome 
of  the  greater!  Powers  in  Europe  ;  and  by  the  neglect  of 
it,  we  have  feen,  but  few  Years  fmce,  the  once  formidable 
Kingdom  of  Spain  expecting  its  Fate  and  the  Decifion  of 
its  Empire  from  two  inconfiderable  Armies  of  Foreigners 
contending  within  its  own  Bowels ;  and  the  Spaniards 
fhemfelves  w*re  little  more  than  Spectators. 

'Tis  with  Grief  and  Indignation  I  fay  it,  that  England- 
too,  which  feems  deftgned  by  Nature  and  Situation  to  be 
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the  Pride  and  Glory  of  the  World,  that  has  ib  large  a  Do- 
minion, fa  extenfive  a  Trade  and  immenie  Revenue, 
fhouldbe  funk  and  opprej'ed  by  Debts  and  Anticipations, 
by  needlefs  Offices  and  Sallaries,  and,  I  wHh  I  could  fay 
only,  as  needlefs  Penfions,  to  fuch  a.  Degree  a*  to  be  fcarce 
a  Match  for  the  lefler  States  of  Chriltendom  :  We  too 
plainly  confefs  the  Truth  of  this  by  our  Manner  of  car* 
r,ying  on  the  prefent  War  ;  for  though  France  arid  the 
Emperor  are  our  Allies,  and  we  have  no  Land  Armies  to 
maintain  upon  the  Continent,  nor  expenfive  Expeditions 
to  the  Weji-lndiesy  yet  we  run  in  Debt  every  Year 
greatly  to  maintain  in  EfFed  only,  a  defenfive  War  againil 
a  Country,  which  was  of  no  Weight  during  the  iait  and 
former  Conteits,  in  the  contrary  Scale. 

Upon  this  Occafion  1  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  Stupi- 
dity and  miftaken  Avarice  of  too  many  of  my  Country- 
men, who  in  a  late  Reign  thought  it  worth  their  Time  to 
purchafe  little  feeming  Advantages  to  themfelves  and  Fa- 
milies at  the  expence  of  their  Country's  Ruin,  and  wera 
contending  witn  fo  much  eagernefs  for  a  narrow  Cabbin, 
when  the  Ship  itfelf  is  finking :  'Twas  ftupendious  to  fee 
Men  of .  great.  Families  and  greater.  Eitates  watching  tho 
Smiles  and  Nods  of  hungry  Courtiers,  courting  Depen- 
dance,  and  worfhipping  thofe  who  muft  otherwife  have 
worshipped  them,  and  this  often  too,  for  fuch  Corifidera- 
tions  as  did  fcarce  defray  the  Charge  of  bringing  them-, 
feives  into  this  State  of  Servitude, 

What  was  then  become  of  the  noble  Spirit  of  our  illuftir- 
ousAnceftors,who  made  the  prouder!  Minifters  to  tremble, 
and  regarded  neither  the  Smiles  or  Frowns  even  of  Princes, 
when  they  flood  between  them  and  their  Duty  to  their 
Country.  In  thofe  Days  they  fcorned  to  facrifice  their 
own  Honour  and  Liberty,  as  well  as  the  Pubhck  Good, 
to  a  Paultry  Penfion,  which  they  were  able  to  give  ;  nor 
did  they  quit  their  Family  Seats  (where  they  lived  with  a 
becoming  Splendor,  and  received  a  willing  Homage  from 
their  obliged  and  grateful  Neighbours)  to  dance  Atten- 
dance with  a  White  Wand,  or  perhaps  only  for  the  Ufe 
of  a  Box  and  Dice.  O  Te  mpera  !  O  Mores  !  Who  would 
have  expeded  to  have  feen  grave  Patriots  transformed  in- 
to Harlequins,  and  our  haugttfieft  Pretenders  become 
Gentlemen  Ulheu.  I 
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But  it's  ftiil  more  amazing  that  Men  of  vaft  Fortunes, 
all  depending  upon  the  prudent  Adminiltration  of  the 
Publick  Affairs,  and  the  frugal  Management  of  our  Fin- 
ances, mould  be  fo  very  Indolent,  as  to  give  themfelves, 
no  Thought,  but  how  to  form  new  Funds,  and  make  new 
Bargains,  without  once  confidering  how  the  Old  can  be 
fupported. 

I  wifn  they  would  now  and  then  put  the  Cafe  to  them- 
felves, That  'tis  pofiible  we  may  have  a  new  War  with 
France,  and  that  the  Kingdom  will,  and  ought  to  be  faved, 
whatever  becomes  of  them  and  their  Interefts ;  That  there 
is  no  Expedient  within  the  reach  of  Politicks  to  prevent  a 
War  with  a  Potent  Neighbour,  but  by  being  able  to  make 
it ;  That  the  People  are  not  capable  of  paying  Ten  Shil- 
lings in  the  Pound,  nor  will  ever  confent  to  do  it  ;  That 
'twill  foon  be  impoffible  to  find  out  new  Funds  ;  and  then 
let  them  reflect  what  is  next  to  be  done. 

I  with  they  would  not  fpend  all  their  Time  in  the  Alley, 
and  in  caroufing  with  one  another  over  Champain  and 
Burgundy,  but  would  now  and  then  defcend  to  drink  a 
Cup  of  Ale  in  the  Company  of  poor  defpifed  and 
mortgaged  Country  Gentlemen,  where  it  may  be  *of  Ufe 
to  them  to  hear  other  Languages  :  It*s  true  their  Ears  will 
be  offended  with  the  unufual  and  ungrateful  rounds  of 
Extortidn  and  Bribery,  of  juggling  Bargains,  made  between 
former  Minifters  and  Stock-Jobbers,  Money  then  borrow- 
ed by  the  fame  Perfons  in  one  Capacity  and  lent  in  ano- 
ther ;  defperate  Debts  bought  up  by  Confederacy  for 
trifling  Sums,  and  then  made  good  ;  Publick  Money  got 
into  private  Hands,  and  then  lent  to  the  Publick  again  tor 
great  Fra^miums,  and  a  great  Intereft,  and  afterwards 
fquandred  away  to  make/oom  for  new  Projects:  It's  poffi- 
ble  too  fome  of  thefe  Ruflicks  may  fhew  a  little  Uneafi- 
nefs  to  fee  thofe,  who  but  few  Y ears  fmce  would  not  have 
kept  on  their  Hats  before  them,  ride  now  about  in  Coaches 
and  Six,  with  pompous  Liveries  and  Attendants,  main- 
tained out  of  their  Eftates,  whilft  themfelves  walk  on 
Foot  ;  and  all  this  while  poflibly  their  Country-Under- 
flandings,  may  not  find  out  rhe  lean:  Merit,  Virtue,  or 
Publick  Services  done,  by  thefe  finning  Gallants  to  coun- 
tenance fuch  a  Diftin&ion, 
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'     How  unreafonable  foever  thcfe  Suggeflions  and  Di£ 
courfes  are  (which  perhaps  may  be  faid  to  proceed  from 
Emulation,  Envy,  and  often  from  Difaffettion)  yet  'tis 
I  certain  they  come  from  thofe  who  have  and  always  wiU 
I  have  a  great  (hare  in  our  Legiflature,  in  fpight  of  ail  that 
can  be  done  to  prevent  it. 

Thofe  too,  who  are  moll  depended  upon,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  then,  like  another  fort  of  Vermin,  know  how  to  quit 
a  falling  Houfc,  and  fpeak  in  a  different  Strain  ;  They 
will  tell  us  that  nothing  is  juft  orunjuft,  but  as  it  promotes 
or  hinders  the  Publick  Good. 

They  will  tell  us  it's  barbarous  to  blow  upHoufes,  and 
fometimes  fhut  them  up  with  People  in  them  ;  and  yet 
'tis  often  done  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  Fires,  and  in- 
fectious Diftempers,  and  no  Law  gives  Remedy  for  fuck 
Injuries. 

We  fnall  be  told  Towns,  Countries,  and  Provinces  are 
laid  wafte  by  thofe  whofe  Duty  'tis  to  protect  them,  whea 
'tis  necefiary  to  oppofe  or  diitrefs  a  Publick  Enemy,  with- 
out the  Imputation  of  Cruelty  or  Want  of  Humanity. 

We  fhali  be  told  Towns  befieged  have  thought  it  law- 
ful to  eat  one  another,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a  barbarous 
Enemy. 

They  will  tell  us  fuch  Exigencies  may  happen  to  a 
State,  that  it  may  not  only  be  lawful,  but  the  Duty  of 
Legiftators,  to  feize  Wealth  and  Treafure  wherever  they 
find  it ;  and  the  want  of  fu'ch  a  feafonable  Refolution,lo# 
Confiantinoplc  to  the  T urks. 

God  forbid  that  this  Nation  mould  ever  be  reduced  to 
fuch  a  fatal  NecefTity  !  My  Heart  akes,  and  my  Pen 
trembles  when  I  mention  it :  I  abominate  the  Thought ; 
and  the  Intent  of  this  Paper  is  to  prevent  it,  and  to  call 
upon  my  Countrymen  to  join  Hand  and  Heart,  and  to> 
lay  afide  their  little  Party  Animofities,  and  unite  this  once 
to  fave  themfelves  and  Country  ;  which  muft  be  done  by 
curbing  thofe  who  will  other  wife  curb  us  ;  by  contracting 
the  Publick  Expences  of  all  Kinds,  by  cutting  off  and 
retrenching  Peniions,  as  well  as  ufelefs  and  exorbitant 
Salaries,  (if  any  fuch  there  be)  by  examining  into  every 
Branch  of  the  Publick  Revenue,  as  well  as  the  Publick 
Expence,  and  feeing  it  be  brought  in  carefully,  and  laid 
out  frugally, 
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What  can  be  more  invidious  than  for  a  Nation,  dag- 
gering under  the  Weight  and  Oppreftion  of  its  Debts,, 
eaten  up  with  Ufury,  and  exhauftea  with  Payments,  to 
have  the  additional  Mortification  of  feeing  private  and' 
wonhlefs  Men  riot  in  their  Calamities*,  and  grow  rich 
\vhillr,  they  grow  Poor  ;  to  fee  the  Town  every  Day  glit- 
tering with  New  and  Pompous  Equipages,  whilft  they  are 
morcgaging  and  felling  their  Eftates  ;  to  fee  blazing  Me- 
teors fuddenly  exhaled  out  of  their  Jakes,  and  their 
Mud  (as  in  Egypt)  warmed  into  Monfters. 

No  Man,  who  has  the  leaft  regard  to  Publick  or  Pri- 
vate Happinefs  will  complain  of,  or  regret,  thole  Ex- 
pences  which  have  a  vifible  Tendency  to  his  Country  V 
Good  :  Every  Man  receives  again  with  Interett  his  Pro- 
portion of  fuch  Taxes,  which  he  pays  with  one  Hand  and 
receives  with  the  other,  and  his  Share  in  the  general  Fe- 
licity is  his  ample  Re  com  pence  ;  but  then  he  has  a  Right 
to  expect  they  be  laid  out  to  the  Ufes  for  which  they  are 
given,  and  with  the  greater!  Frugality,,  and  that  private 
Men  be  not  enriched  at  the  Publick  Coll,  but  as  they 
have  contributed  to  the  Publick  Good. 

J  hope  I  may  without  Offence  to  any  honeft  Mae  afHrm, 
that  ail  which  I  have  complained  of,  was  our  own  Caie 
during  the  laft  four  Yean  of  the  Queen's  Reign.  I  hope 
it  is  otherwife  now.  I  faw  then,  as  I  thought,  the  Na- 
tion finking  under  a  moft  corrupt  and  fooliuVAdminiltra- 
tion,  juft  ready  to  be  delivered  up  to  its  Hereditary  and 
moll  inveterate  Enemy,  enervated  by  a  long  and  tedious 
War,  its  Traffick  betrayed,  its  Finances  difcompoled,  its 
People  difafrecled,  its  Clergy  corrupted,  and  every  Thing, 
tending  to  an  univerfal  Ruin  and  Defolation  ;  when  h 
feemed  to  hear  a  Voice  from  Heaven,  which  promifed  us 
a  fecond  Redemption. 

If  any  one  had  then  known  that  we  mould  be  bleffed. 
with  the  belt  Prince  living,  who  deiired  nothing  of  us  but 
to  make  ourfelves  happy, and  to  whofeFavour  we  could  no 
otherwife  addrefs  ourfelves,  but  by  Profeflions  to  ferve 
our  Country  ;  who  ihared  in  all  our  Feelings,  and  panted 
to  eafe  them  ;  and  in  order  to  it  chofe  his  Miniftry  out  of 
the  moft  remarkable  Oppofers  of  the  former  wicked  Ad- 
miniftration  :  If  this  Perfon  had  then  told  us,  that  the  late 
vile  Mifcreants  Jhouid  efcape  umouched,  and,  carry;  off 
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their  Plunder  with  Impunity  ;  That  little  Hi ou Id  be  at- 
tempted to  reform  the  People,  and  lefs  the  Clergy  ;  That 
nothing  confiderable  mould  be  done  to  lefTen  the  Publick 
Burthens ;  but  on  the  contrary  Fenhons,  Salaries  and  Fee3 
mould  encreafeimmenfely  ;  i  hat  in  four  Years  time,  the 
National  Debts  fhould  be  encreafed  by  many  Millions-, 
without  any  vifible  Advantage  accruing  to  thePablick  ; 
nay,  that  the  mod  coniiderable  if  not  the  only  Advantage 
ftipulated  for  us  by  the  Projectors  of  the  lafl  treacherous 
Peace,  mould  be  but  once  thought  of  being  given  up  ;  I 
fay,  whoever  mould  have  furmifed  all  this,  mull  have 
jpajjedfor  a  Madman  or  Tray  tor. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  am  thoroughly  fatisfied  that  nothing 
has  been  wanting  on  his  Majefiy's  Part,  and  I  hope  thole 
whofe  Bulinefs  it  is,  will  convince  us  by  their  hearty  snd 
vigorous  Efforts- this  prefent  Seflions,  that  no  Lukewarm-  - 
neis,  affected  Difficulties,  or  worfe  Views,  but  true  and 
real  Difappointments,  have  hindered  it  on  theirs. 

If  it  was  proper  for  me  to  put  my  Name  to  this  Paper, 
I  am  perfwaded  all  who  know  me  will  do  me  the  Juftice 
to  own,  I  was  long  partial  to  thefe  Gentlemen s  Interefts, 
often  fought  their  Battles,  and  fincerely  wifti  for  a  fair 
Occafion  to  do  fo  again  ;  not  by  receiving  any  particular 
or  perfonal  Favours  to  my  felf,  which  I  neither  expect, 
want  or  defire,  but  in  common  to  my  Countrymen  and 
Fellow  Subjects. 

With  Impatience  I  expect  this  Satisfaction,  and  with 
Pleafure  and  Tranfport  hear,  that  the  Bleffing  is  near  of 
an  honourable  and  advantageous  Peace,  and  doubt  net 
but  my  Countrymen  will  take  this  Opportunity  to  corn- 
pleat  their  Piappinefs,  and  endeavour  to  extricate  the 
Nation  out  of  ail  its  Difficulties  :  We  are  in  no  Circum- 
ftances  of  engaging  in  Fairy  and  FantafHcal  Wars,  or  of 
making  fruitlefs  and  wanton  Expeditions,,  ©r  indeed  any 
at  all,  which  are  not  indiipenfab'y  necefiary  to  our  own 
P  refer  vation. 

Every  Man  ought  to  contribute  his  utmofl  to  fave  him- 
felf  and  Country  :  Thole  who  have  long  enjoyed  ufelefs 
Offices,  or  more  ufelefs  Penfions  ought  of  their  own  ac- 
cord to  throw  them  into  the  Publick  Stock  :  Such  as  wor- 
thily execute  Employments  beneficial  to  their  Country, 
ought  to  content  themfelves  with  moderate  B.ewards,  and 
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accept  their  own  and  the  Pttblick  Security,  as  Part  of 
their  Recompence.  'i  hofe  whofe  Fortunes  depend  more  ! 
immediately  upon  the  prefent  Eitabliinment,  ought  not  to 
dinn  our  Ears  with  Bargains  founded  in  Watonnefs,  (not 
to  fay  Corruption)but  willingly  acquiefce  with  left  Intereft 
to  iecure  the  Principal;  and  I  hope  the  Landed  Intereil 
will  contribute  freely  towards  paying  off  thofe  Debts  of 
which  every  Man  owes  a  Part  in  Proportion  to  his  E- 
ftate  ;  and  I  could  wifh  too  the  Parliament  would  oblige 
all  Officers  to  bring  in  a  Lilt,  of  their  Fees,  have  them 
compared  with  what  they  were  anciently,  and  fettle  them 
for  the  future  in  fuch  Manner  that  every  one  may  know 
what  he  is  to  pay,  with  the  fevereft  Penalties  upon  thofe 
who  extort  more. 

This  Conduct  will  make  us  great  and  happy,  the  Ter- 
ror of  our  Enemies  and  the  Refuge  of  our  Friends ;  but 
then  the  Money  fo  raifed  or  faved  mull  be  applied  to  the 
Difcharge  of  the  Public  Burthens,  and  not  made  Stales 
and  Funds  for  new  Ones ;  which  will  be  to  encreafe  our 
Calamity,  and  make  our  Condition  defperate  I  hope  e- 
very  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  confeious  of 
his  own  Abilities,  will  propofe  what  he  conceives  condu- 
cive to  this  great  End  ;  not  think  it  the  Province  of  parti- 
cular Men,  and  fo  wait  for  Projects  cookM  up  by  Stock- 
jobbers, to  ferve  prefent  Views,  and  enrich  thofe  fur- 
ther, who  are  too  rich  already,  by  making  their  Coun- 
try poor. 

As  for  my  own  Part,  fince  I  am  at  Liberty  to  fpeak 
my  Mind  where  it  might  be  of  greater  Ufe,  I  will  do  it 
where  and  how  I  can  ;  and  'till  I  lee  that  I  am  flopping 
the  Tide  with  my  Thumb,  will  do  my  beft  to  fave  my 
Prince  and  Country,  nor  mail  regard  whom  I  pleafe  or 
offend  ;  I  will  neither  be  frightned,  bribed  or  provoked 
out  of  the  Principles  I  have  always  profefled,  and  always 
pra&is'd. 

My  fix'd  Purpofc  is,  if  this  EfTay  meets  with  a  Re- 
ception anfwerab  e  to  the  Good  1  intend,  to  enquire  fur- 
ther into  the  Caufes  of  all  our  Misfortunes  ;  to  probe 
and  fearch  our  Wounds  to  the  Core,  and  to  offer  at  an 
adequate  Remedy,  which  I  mall  fubmit  to  my  Superiors 
Conhderation  ;  but,  in  this  Paper  I  fhall  only  animad- 
vert upon  the  prelent  State  of  the  Civil  Lift,  and  hope  to 
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propofe  a  Way  to  render  it  moft  advantageous  to  His 
JMajefty,  and  the  leaft  burthenfome  to  his  People. 

I  blefs  God  that  I  can  lay  my  Hand  upon  my  Heart, 
and  fafely  declare,  That  I  am,  ever  was,  and  believe  e- 
ver  fhali  be,  heartily  and  affectionately  afached  to  His 
Majefty's  Perfon  and  Title,  which  I  fmcerely  eiteem  to 
be  the  beft,  if  not  the  only,  Right  any  mortal  Man  can 
have  to  Dominion  over  his  Fellow-Creatures :  As  uporr 
the  moil  diiinterefted  Observation  of  his  Actions,  and 
the  truell  Information  I  can  get  of  his  Temper  and  In- 
clinations, I  am  fully  convinced  he  has  all  thofe  Imperii 
al  Qualities,  which  are  neceiTary,  to  make  a  People 
great  and  happy  ;  fo  I  cannot  but  exceedingly  lament 
that  our  Corruptions,  Factions  and  Follies  fhould  render 
us  incapable  of  making  the  true  Ufe  and  Advantage  of 
Virtues  uncommon  to  lo  high  a  Station  :  Like  Benefi- 
cent Heaven,  he  bids  us  be  wife,  great  and  happy, 
and  we  return  the  Gift  upon  his  Hands,  and  long  and 
lull  again  for  our  Egyptian  Bondage. 

Therefore  if  any  Errors  or  Abufes  mould  creep  into 
the  Adminiftration,  ©r  the  old  Ones  be  not  enough  re- 
formed, they  ought  not,  nor  will  be  imputable  to  him  ; 
but  they  alone  ought  to  be  anfwerable,  whofe  Polls  and 
Stations  give  them  admittance  to  his  Royal  Ear,  and 
whofe  Bufmefs  and  Duty  it  is  to  acquaint  him  with  his 
own  Affairs,  and  to  reprefent  to  him  fairly  and  undifguif- 
edly  the  Circumftances  and  Wants  of  his  People ;  the 
Negleclof  which  Duty  ought  to  be  Capital. 

But  to  return  to  the  Subjecl  I  am  to  treat  upon  : 
The  Civil  Lift,  was  not  exceffive,  till  he  Reign  of  Charles 
the  2d,  who  bringing  over  with  him  Fr  ench  Inclinations, 
a  French  Religion,  and  French  Luxury,  and  foon  after 
having  alfo  got  a  French  Miftrefs,  and  procured  the  who  e 
Pubiick  Revenue  to  be  fettled  upon  himfeif  for  Life,  a- 
mongft  other  Inftances  of  his  Frugality  advanced  the  E- 
ftablifhment  of  the  Civil  Lilt  to  near  Five  Hundred  and 
Eighty  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann,  which  then  anftvered 
the  Purpofes  of  that  corrupt  and  vicious  Court,  and  en- 
abled it  to  make  the  firft  EfTays  of  Penfioning  Parlia- 
ments. It  was  fomething  retrenched  in  King  James*t . 
time,  though  the  Queen  Regnant,  Queen  Dowager,  and 
rrincefs  Ann?*  Courts  were  kept  out^of  it. 

When 
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When  King  William  was  fettled  upon  the  Throne,  it' 
was  thought  by  many,  who  were  molt  Zealous  for  fixing, 
him  there,  that  this  Excefs  of  the  Civil  Lilt  ought  to  be 
remedied,  efpecially  confidcring  what  an  expenfive  War 
we  were  engaged  in.  They  thought  it  very  itrange  that 
he,  who-  had  received  three  Crowns  from  the  Peoples 
Gift,  mould  contiibute  nothing,  nor  abate  thelealt  from 
the  Demands  of  the  two  former  Kings  to  maintain  a  W  ar, 
entered  into  to  fupport  him  in  the  1  krone  he  fate  upon  j 
but  this  was  cfteemcd  by  others  of  more  Breeding  un- 
conrtly  Language,  ungrateful  to  a  Benefactor,  who  con- 
descended to  wear  the  Crown  only  for  our  Sakes  ;  and 
fo  thefeunfalhionable  People  were  deemed  Male-contents, 
Whimfical,  Grumblers,  never  fatisfied  with  any  Govern- 
ment", and  not  much  better  than  Jacobites,  and  at  Jaft 
were  forced  to  acquiefce,  and  confent  that  as  the  King 
defer.ved  more  than  any  of  his  PredeceiTors,  fo.  his  Civil 
Lilt  ought  at  lealt  to  be  as  greaf  as  any  of  theirs  ;  and 
the  general  Opinion  was  that  Six  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds  per  Annum,  bein  gan  even  Sum,  Ihould  be  given  for 
that  Purpofe. 

But  even  this  was  not  thought  enough  for  fomeGen- 
tlemens  Purpofes,  who  by  a  new  Feat  of  Legerdemain, 
carried  on  by  the  AfTiflance  of  an  ancient  and  a  dexterous 
Member,  (who  knew  how  to  ferve  himfelfand  the  Court 
by  feemingto  oppofe  it,  which  I  thank  God  is  not  the 
Providence  of  any  Perfons  now)  obtained  a  Revenue  of 
Seven  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum,  to  be 
granted  to  the  King  for  Life,  and  to  be  firit  raifed  out 
of  certain  Funds,  which  produced  a  larger  Sum,  appli- 
cable afterwards  to  fuch  Ufes  as  the  Parliament  mould 
appoint ;  which  had  this  further  Inconvenience  alfo  at- 
tending it,  that  the  Courtiers  not  being  to  receive  any 
Advantage  by  th^  Surplus  were  nor  likely  to  be  very 
folicitous  what  bee  ane  of  it,  provided  the  Fund  given 
produced  enough  to  anfwer  their  own  Demands,  and 
therefore  might  poffibly  think  themfelves  at  Liberty  to 
gratify  their  Friends  and  Creatures^  by  charging  it  with 
needlefs  Officers,  and  indulging  them  afterwards  in 
making  their  Fortunes  as  they  could. 

This  Proceeding  gave  a  general  Offence,  nor  did  the 
Parliament  long  acquie fee  under  it ;  but  as  foon  as  they 

and- 
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bad  a  little  manumitted  themfelves  from  the  Influence  of 
the  Conjurur's  Wand,  determined  to  refume  an  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann.  of  what  they  had  unwarily 
given,  and  not  f utter  the  Courtiers  to  riot  in  Luxury  and 
Corruption,  whilft  they  were  exhaufting  their  very  Vi- 
tals, and  finking  under  the  Load  of  their  Debts  and 
Payments.  This  Reiolution  was  not  to  be  withftood  ;  fo 
the  Court  Managers  were  forced  to  confent  that  Three 
Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  Pounds  per  Week  mould  be 
firft  taken  out  of  the  appropriated  Funds  and  applied  to 
other  Ufes,  and  the  Remainder,  which  was  valued  at 
about  Six  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann.  was  gi- 
ven to  the  Crown,  with  Expectation  that  the  Court  when 
it  was  their  own  would  manage  it  better. 

This  was  the  Circumftance  of  the  Civil  Lift  in  King 
Williams  time,  and  fuch  it  was  continued  to  Queen 
Anne,  who  gave  in  one  Year  a  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds 
to  theUfeof  the  War,  maintained  her  own  and  Prince 
George's  Courts  out  of  it,  gave  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  per 
Ann.  to  the  Building  or  Blenheim,  as  much  more  as 
His  faid  fomewhere  eife,  and  the  Managers  are  foully  be- 
lied too,  if  they  did  not  find  out  extraordinary  Recom- 
pences  for  extraordinary  Services  ;  nor  do  I  remember 
to  hive  ever  heard  of  any  Defect  in  the  Civil  Lift,  till  an 
ignominious  Peace  was  to  be  ignominiouily  defended,  and 
a&  EngUJh  Parliament  was  to  be  chofen  to  bring  about  a 
French  Revolution. 

In  order  to  thefe  worthy  Ends,  we  were  told,  that  the 
Funds  given  for  the  Civil  Lift  had  near  produced  the 
Sum  intended  ;  That  the  Q^een  had  given  the  firft 
Fruits  to  the  pious  Clergy  ;  not  without  proper  Hints 
befides,  that  the  Fifty  Thoufmd  Pounds  per  Ann.  had 
been  punctually  paid  ;  by  which  Means  the  Civil  Lift 
was  much  in  Arrears,  and  that  the  Sum  of  Five  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  was  wanting,  without  which  God 

knows  what  would  became  of  the  Cb  —h  and  the 

P  r. 

All  honeft  Men  then  faw  and  lamented  what  might  be 
the  Confequence  of  fuch  an  Attempt ;  They  dreaded  a 
Precedent  which  might  and  probably  would  be  follow- 
ed .by  every  fucceeding  Miniftry  ;  and  then  whatmuft 

be- 
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become  of  the  Kingdom,  when  the  abuling  of  an  old 
Truft  is  a  fufficient  Pretence  for  afking  a  new  one  ?  Pro- 
digality is  to  be  furnilhed  with  new  Means  of  Profufion, 
and  embezelling  the  Publick  T reafure  is  a  Reafon  for  a 
Parliament  to  give  more,  to  anfwer  Purpofes  which  they 
never  approved,  and  perhaps  will  never  know. 

If  the  Nation  mail  encourage  the  Exceeding  of  that 
Income  by  paying  them  off,  the  Royal  Revenue,  and 
confequently  the  Royal  Authority,  will  have  no  Bounds 
but  will  run  behind  again,  in  order  to  be  cleared  a- 
gain,  and  fo  create  a  new  Circulation  of  Wants  and 
Supplies,  as  if  there  were  enough  already,  and  we 
mult,  ever  hereafter  give  what  any  aevv  Miniftry 
fhall  jhink  fit  to  aik.  A  new  and  dangerous  Method 
of  fqueezing  the  Kingdom,  when  it  had  given  aimoft 
its  all  before ! 

But  fo  it  was  refolved,  for  an  extraordinary  Occafi©n 
required  extraordinary  fvleafures,  which  were  however 
happily  difappointed  by  his  Majefty's  coming  to  the 
Crown  ;  nor  can  it  be  wondered  if  in  the  firit  Tranfports 
of  a  People  jail  refcued  from  Mifery  and  Dellruction, 
they  thought  nothing  too  much  for  their  great  Bene- 
factor. 

Notwithftanding  our  heavy  Load  of  Debts,  they  gave 
him  a  Civil  Lift  greater  than  any  of  his  Predecefibrs,  as 
it  was  not  charged  with  their  Burthens,  nor  liable  to 
any  Deficiencies,  as  King  William  s  and  the  Queen's 
were. 

King  Charles  the  2d  maintained  the  Queen's  Court, 
and  his  numerous  Defcendants,  out  of  his.  King  James 
maintained  his  Queen's  Court,  the  Queen  Dowager's, 
and  the  Princefs  Anne's  Family.  King  Willia?n  main- 
tained alfo  the  Princefs  Anne,  the  Queen  Dowager,  and 
the  Duke  of  Gloiuefer  ;  and  Queen  Anney  all  which  is 
abovementioned  ;  whereas  a  leparate  Revenue  of  an 
Hundred  Thoufand  Pouuds  per  Ann.  is  granted  to  the 
Prince  for  the  Appenage  of  himfelf  and  Family. 

Nor  was  the  leaft  gregard  had  to  his  Majefty's  other 
Dominions,  which  might  reafonably  contribute  to  the 
Support  of  their  King's  Court,  who  honou.is  them  fo 
often  with  his  Prefencc,  and  leaves  the  mediate  Heir  to 
his  Cro  wn  amongii  them. 

As 
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As  1  heartily  rejoice  at  this  Zeal  and  Affection  fhewn 
to  his  PeHon  and  Government,  fo  the  Intent  of  this  Pa- 
per is  to  make  it  as  ufeful  and  advantageous  to  him,  as 
it  is  chargeable  to  his  Subjects,  which  will  take  ofF  all 
Pretences  of  new  Demands  in  future  Reigns,  (for  w°,  are 
fure  of  no  fuch  in  this)  and  though  they  will  be  then 
made  in  the  Name  of  the  Crown,  yet  may  be  afterwards 
fquandred  to  fatten  Horfe  leeches  by  fucking  the  Hearts 
Blood  of  the  People. 

As  the  Crown  never  was,  fo  it's  ridiculous  to  believe 
it  ever  will  be  better,  for  fuch  irregular  Supplies  :  The 
Demands  upon  it  will  rife  in  exact  proportion  to  their 
fancied  Riches,  and  the  Weaknefsof  the  Miniftry  ;  Every 
one  will  think  he  has  a  right  to  fhare  in  the  Profit,  who 
has  had  a  fhare  in  the  Guilt,  and  endlefs  Importunities 
jEuft  diffract  the  Court,  as  well  as  exhauft  the  Nation. 
Whereas  a  general  good  Hufhandry  will  foon  put  an  end 
to  all  wild  and  impertinent  Solicitations:  No  one  will 
pretend  to  what  no  one  has :  Worthlefs  Men  will  not 
fpend  their  Subllance,  in  hopes  to  repair  themfelves  out 
of  the  Kingdom's  Ruins;  bur  the  Direction  of  the  pub- 
lick  Affairs  will  fall  naturally  into  Hands,  who  have  In- 
tereft  but  in  the  publick  Happlnefs. 

It  mud  have  been  an  unfpeakable  Diffatisfaction  to  a 
Prince  fo  famous  thro1  the  World  for  the  Government 
of  his  Family,  for  his  Frugality  in  laying  out  his  Reve- 
nues, and  known  Oeconomy  of  all  his  Affairs  in  his  other 
Dominions,  to  fee  People  here  fo  overwhelmed  with 
Vice  and  Faction,  with  Corruption  and  Prodigality,  that 
no  Incomes  will  fatisfy  them,  no  Gratification  oblige 
them,  nor  no  Principles  influence  them.  How  muff,  he 
have  been  furprifed  when  he  firft  heard  of  a  Cuftom  in 
the  latter  Part  of  the  Queen's  Reign,  of  hiring  Men  to 
bepreferr'd,  and  of  giving  great  Sums  to  them  to  ac- 
cept of  great  Places  ;  as  if  there  was  any  Office  in 
England  could  be  filled  but  with  one  Man,  and  that  no 
other  Perfon  could  be  found  who  would  emhrace  it  up- 
on the  Motives  of  its  native  Honour  and  Advantage ; 
Without  doubt  he  made  the  Reflection,  that  fuch  Officer 
was  to  abufe  and  pervert  the  Autnority  of  his  Place,  to 
do  Work  which  he  knew  was  unjuftihable  and  tmfafe, 
and  therefore  when  he  ventured  his  Head  he  was  to  be 

confidered 


2.^.0  Confalerations  upon  the 

confidered  and  rewarded  for  his  Boldnefs  and  his  Dan- 
ger. 

How  much  mull  he  have  been  amazed  when  he  was 
told  of  another  Practice  then,  of  giving  great  Penfions 
to  Men  of  ^reat  Fortunes  when  they  were  difmifVd  from 
their  Employments,  and  often  for  Crimes;  That  one 
was  to  be  rewarded  for  being  turn'd  out  of  a  profitable 
Office,  and  another  for  accepting  it,  and  that  the  Nati- 
on was  to  pay  them  both.  Certainly  he  afk'd,  if  they 
deferred  their  Employments,  wrhy  were  they  turned  out 
of  them  ;  and  if  not,  why  mull  they  have  an  Equiva- 
lent r  But  the  Myftery  was  unravelled  when  he  was  in- 
formed, that  dirty  Work  had  been,  and  was  Hill  to  be 
done,  and  that  no  one  who  had  once  been  in  the  Secret, 
was  ever  to  be  difobliged  ;  That  their  Succeffors  had  no 
Quarrel  to  their  ConducT,  but  to  their  Places,  and  were, 
refolved  to  proceed  in  the  fame  Methods,  and  fo  were 
providing  only  for  themfelves  and  their  own  Stcurity  in 
Reverfion.  « 

How  mull  he  have  lamented  the  poor  Queen's  Unhap- 
pinefs  to  be  ferved  by  fo  weak  and  corrupt  a  Miniitry, 
that  though  her  People,  without  regard  to  the  heavy 
Preffures  they  lay  under,  had  given  her  a  moil  ample  and 
truly  Royal  Revenue  to  fupport  the  Splendor  and  Mag- 
nificence of  her  Court  ;  yet  like  JEneas\  Banquet  it  was 
almoft  devoured,  or  fnatch'd  away  by  the  polluted 
Claws  of  obfeure  and  ravenous  Harpies  ;  fo  that  what 
remained  was  fcarce  enough  to  maintain  her  1  able  and 
private  Expences,  and  (lie  herfelf,  like  'Tantalus,  was  the 
only  Perfon  that  wanted  in  the  mklfl  of  Profufion  :  When 
he  was  informed  that  Part  of  it  was  eaten  up  by  fupernu- 
merary  Officers  of  no  Ufe  to  her  State,  or  Service  to  her 
Perfon  ;  that  more  of  it  was  fwaliowed  by  the  exorbi- 
tant Bills  of  Stationers,  Gardeners,  Builders  of  ali  K  inds, 
Officers  of  the  Kitchen  and  Houfhold,  and  many  others 
who  claimed  a  fort  of  Prefcription  to  Roguery,  and 
would  think  themfelves  injured  if  they  could  not  wrong 
the  Crown,  and  like  Pellkans  pull  out  the  Entrials 
of  the  Parent  who  fed  and  raifed  them.  But  how  much 
more  yet  muft  he  have  been  alloniuYd,  when  he  was  told 
that  the  greater!.  Part  of  his  Revenue  was  lavihYd  in 
Penfions,  and  given  away  to  thofe  who  were  not  only 

pouefVd 
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offefs'd  of  moft  of  the  great  Employments  in  England 
efore,  but  had  every  Day  new  ones  created  for  them, 
without  regard  to  any  other  Merit  or  Qualifications,  but 
knowing  how  to  make  a  proper  Application  of  two  Mo- 
nofyllables. 

So  wife  a  King  Could  not  avoid  making  the  natural 
Obfervations  which  refulted  from  this  unhappy  Conduct: 
Undoubtedly  he  pitied  the  Condition  of  Princes,  who  in 
the  midft  of  all  the  outward  Shew  and  Pageantry  of 
Greatnefs  are  often  encompafs'd,  and  I  may  almoft  fay 
imprifoned,  by  the  moll  ambitious  and  corrupt  of  Men  ; 
that  they  muft  fee  with  fuch  Mens  Eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  Ears ;  that  vertuous  Men  always  are  endeavoured 
to  be  kept  from  their  Prefence  by  fuch  Mifcreants,  more 
than  an  infectious  Diftemper,  knowing  that  Vice  and 
Folly  muft  fly  before  them,  like  Phantoms  at  the  Ap- 
proach of  the  Morning  Sun.  He  knew  well  that  as  fuch 
Infects  are  raifed  out  of  corrupted  Matter,  by  the  Heat 
of  a  Summer's  Day ;  fo  they  always  fly  and  feek  for  new 
Shelter  upon  the  Appearance  of  a  Shower,  or  the  Ap- 
proach of  the  Evening  Star. 

In  the  profperous  Condition  of  their  Affairs  fuch  a 
fervileCrew,  like  the  Scum  of  fermented  Liquors,  will 
rife  uppermoft,  and  appear  always  in  fight,  haunting  their 
Courts,  flattering  their  Perfons,  indulging  their  Vices, 
and  promoting  their  Expences ;  whilft  wife  and  good 
Men,  confcious  of  their  own  Virtue,  and  Abilities,  will 
expecl  to  be  fought  after,  tho'  are  feldom  enquired  for, 
till  the  Remedy  is  too  late,  and  'tis  out  of  their  Power 
to  help  their  Prince,  and  fave  their  Country. 

He  eafily  perceived  from  what  Sources  fuch  Mifchiefs 
flowed  upon  the  Queen  and  People.  He  faw  that  her 
Miniftry  by  their  Folly  and  Crimes  had  reduced  them- 
ielves  even  to  a  Neceflity  of  bribing  Men  to  do  their  own 
Bufinefs,  and  paying  them  to  ferve  themfelves.  Having 
firft  refolved  to  raife  their  own  Fortunes  upon  the  Publick 
Ruins,  and  to  facriiice  their  Prince's  and  Country's  Ha'p- 
pinefs  to  their  own  Ambition  and  Co  veto  ufnef*,  they 
were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  the  private  Interefts  and 
Paffions  of  Men,  and  endeavour  to  fubdue  every  Spirit 
of  Oppofition,  and  every  popular  Tongue  upon  any 
Terms :  They  knew  by  Experience  that  a  good  Gift' 
Vol.  I.  L  would 
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would  foften  an  angry  Heart,  and  a  good  Poft  convince 
a  refraclory  Enemy  or  a  Publick  Spirit,  who  by  fuch 
Means  would  roundly  and  readily  come  into  Motions 
and  Meafures  which  before  had  appeared  monftrous  and 
dangerous  ;  fome  were  paid  for  fpeaking,  others  for 
holding  their  Tongues,  iome  for  afliiUng,  others  for  not 
oppofing  :  Nor  did  they  value  the  Expence,  knowing  a 
Bucket  full  of  Water  thrown  into  a  Pump  will  fetch  up 
ail  that  is  in  the  Well. 

He  then  faw  clearly  the  Reafon  why  the  Nation  had 
never  refented  the  moft  exorbitant  Offences,  <vi%.  becaufe 
the  Miniflry  would  not  make  a  Rod  for  themfelves,  and 
punifh  Crimes  which  they  were  refolved  to  commit ;  and 
why  anyMethod  was  never  fincerely  proposed  by  them,  or 
thought  of  to  reduce  the  national  Expences,  which  were 
the  Harvefl  of  the  Managers  and  the  Mines  out  of  which 
they  dug  their  Wealth.  And  'tis  indeed  but  too  true  if 
there  ever  appear'd  any  faint  or  feeming  Offer  to  eafe 
the  National  Debts,  it  always  terminated  in  a  Jobb  to  en- 
rich private  Men,  and  encreafe  our  Burthens. 

He  faw  the  Folly  and  Ridicule  of  heaping  up  Places 
and  Pennons  often  upon  Men,  who  mull  have  llarved  if 
they  were  to  have  got  but  Five  Pounds  by  their  Merit. 
He  was  too  well  acquainted  with  Mankind  not  to  know, 
that  the  Clamours  and  Importunities  of  fuch  Wretches 
are  endlefs  and  infinite ;  who  never  know  what  is  fit 
to  afk,  when  they  have  to  do  with  thofe  who  do  not 
know  what  is  fit  to  give;  That  fuch  Demands  will  multi- 
ply upon  a  Miniflry  fatter  than  the  Hydra  s  Heads,  and 
the  gratifying  One  will  produce  an  Hundred. 

Men  who  are  contented  in  their  own  Obfcurity,  when 
they  fee  Worthlefthefs  rewarded  and  bought  up  at  a  high 
Price,  will  put  in  their  Claim  too  ;  and  think  themfelves 
upon  a  level  in  Merit  with  thofe  that  have  none,  and 
fo  ruin  themfelves  and  Country  in  fpight,  if  they  are 
not  gratified.  When  Penfions  grow  common,  and  are 
prpmifcuoufly  given  to  thofe  who  have  deferved  them, 
and  thofe  who  have  not,  the  Demand  and  Application  for 
them  will  grow  univerfal  :  Every  one  will  efteem  it  a 
fort  of  Contempt  to  him  to  be  left  out,  and  think  him- 
itlf  as  well  intitled,  as  another  who  is  not  intitled  at  all. 
*tp  that  what  is  taken  from  the  People's  Induftry,  and 
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given  for  rhe  People's  Protection  will  <be  fquandred  away 
to  fupport  Lazinefs,  Prodigality  and  Vice,  and  the  Bread 
of  the  Children  will  be  thrown  to  Dogs. 

He  muil  have  again  condoled  the  unhappy  Queen's 
Circumftances,  whofe  foolifh  and  depraved  Miniiiry  in 
the  latter  Part  of  her  Reign  had  fervilely  flatter'd  and 
co-operated  with  a  few  Male  and  Female  Parafites,  who 
befieged  her  Perfon  and  poifoned  her  Ears,  who  were 
every  Day  leffening  their  Prince's  Intel  eit  with  her  Peo- 
ple, and  ungratefully  facrificing  their  Benefactor's  Ho-^ 
nour,  Happinefs  and  Security  to  their  own  fordid  Ava- 
rice and  infatiable  Pride,  by  engaging  her  in  Alliance* 
and  Treaties  unacceptable  to  her  Subjects,  and  by  keep- 
ing an  open  Market*  and  felling  to  the  faireft  Bidder 
all  Offices  and  Employments  which  were  not  as  before 
difpos'd  of,  and  by  that  means  perverting  the  National 
Juflice,  impairing  the  Publick  Revenue,  and  adding  great- 
ly to  her  People's  burthens ;  for  undoubtedly  whoever 
is  vile  enough  fo  to  buy  an  Employment,  will  think 
it  Lawful  to  make  the  beft  of  it  afterwards,  and  will 
flick  at  no  Methods  to  do  it,  when  he  is  fure  of  Protec- 
tion from  thofe  who  have  received  his  Money. 

All  this  muft  have  made  him  reflect  upon  the  Vi- 
cifiltude  of  humane  Affairs,  and  wonder  at  the  Cor- 
ruption and  Degeneracy  of  a  Nation,  fo  famous  through, 
the  World  for  being  tenacious  of  their  Liberties,  and 
often  defending  them  at  the  hazard  of  their  Lives,  and 
every  thing  elfe  that  was  dear  to  them  ;  that  they  mould 
be  in  his  time  funk  fo  low,  and  become  fo  contemptible, 
that  not  one  fingle  Briton  mould  dare  to  open  his  Mouth, 
and  but  breathe  his  Refentments  againft  thefe  glaring  and 
exorbitant  Abufes. 

He  certainly  look'd  upon  this  as  an  Opportunity  put 
by  Heaven  into  his  Hands,  to  acquire  Reputation  to 
himfelf  and  do  good  to  Mankind,  and  formed  a  gene- 
rous and  ileady  Refolution  to  call  up  all  our  ancient  Vir- 
tue, and  reltore  fo  great  a  People  to  themfelves.  Almiglu 
ty  God  cannot  open  a  larger  or  nobler  Scene  to  a  truly 
Great  Man  for  the  Exercife  of  his  Virtues,  than  to  fet 
mm  at  the  Head  of  a  corrupted  People,  that  he  may 
have  the  Honour  of  reftoring  and  reforming  diem,  which 
L  2  fa 
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is  a  Glory  beyond  all  the  gaudy  Triumphs  of  fabulous, 
and  imaginary  Heroes. 

But  every  honeft  Man  ought  to  give  his  Help  too,  to 
this  great  Work,  and  to  affift  our  Illuftrious  Benefactor 
in  his  Generous  Defign,  and  firft  mew  our  Gratitude  to  j 
him  by  endeavouring  to  lighten  his  Croun  and  make  it 
fit  eafy  upon  his  Head ;  which  can  be  only  done  by  fup-  i 
porting  his  Dignity  in  the  Manner  which  will  moil  en-  ? 
dear  him  to  his  People. 

As  the  Parliament  has  given  him  a  large  and  mod  | 
liable  Revenue,  fo  it  cannot  be  doubted  from  their 
known  Loyalty  but  they  will  io  every  Thing  in  their 
Power  to  make  it  effectual  to  him,  and  render  their  own 
Gifts  compleat  ;  that  he  may  receive  what  his  People 
pay,  and  they  have  the  Pleafure  to  fee  that  they  are 
contributing  to  the  Honour  and  Splendor  of  the  Crown, 
and  not  to  the  enriching  of  fome  of  the  worfl  Men  a- 
mongft  them,  as  has  been  the  Cafe  in  former  Reigns. 

Indeed  this  Diftemper  by  long  Habit  feems  to  be 
grown  fo  inveterate,  and  fo  many  private  Interefts  are 
concerned  in  preventing  the  Remedy,  that  it  is  become 
a  Work  equal  to  the  Legiilative  Power.  Befides,  the 
Royal  Authority  ought  always  to  be  fcreen'd  from  the 
Load  of  Envy  and  Anger,  which  will  always  attend  a 
Reformation  of  this  Kind.  As  there  are  great  Numbers 
whofe  Intereft  will  be  affected  by  it,  and  their  darling 
Gain  be  at  an  End,  fo  thofe  that  undertake  it  mull  ex- 
pect all  the  Refentments  which  can  be  fuggefted  by 
Rage  and  Difappointment. 

Nor  can  this  Regulation  be  expected  from  the  Favou- 
rites of  Princes  and  the  Followers  of  their  Courts  and 
Fortunes  :  It  would  be  Cruelty  as  well  as  Folly  to  hope 
for  fuch  AfMance.  Intereftand  Self-love  will  ftand  in  the 
Way,  and  they  mult  hurt  themfelves  to  ferve  the  Pub- 
lick,  and  leffen  their  own  Income  to  encreafe  their  Ma- 
iler's But  the  Body  of  a  grateful  People  can  have  no 
Intereft  but  in  their  Prince's  Felicity,  nor  can  they  give 
a  greater  Infrance  of  their  Affection  and  Duty  to  him, 
than  to  refcue  his  Perfon  and  Revenue  out  of  Jaws  which 
would  devour  them  both,  if  ever  that  mould  happen  to 
be  the  Cafe ;  nor  can  a  Parliament  of  England  do  a 

mare 
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more  acceptable  Action,  or  better  recommend  themfelvc3 
to  their  Principals,  againft  a  fucceeding  Election. 

At  prefent,  I  thank  God,  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  our  induftrious,  publick-fpirited  and  upright  Mini- 
stry ;  but  confidering  the  ufual  Jumble  and  Rotation  of 
.Factions  in  this  Kingdom,  who  knows  how  long  we  may- 
be bleiVd  with  them  ?  Therefore  we  have  Reafon  to  hope 
-from  the  known  Juftice  and  Wifdom  of  our  Reprefenta- 
tives,  that  an  effectual  Method  will  be  found  out  to  hin- 
•der  us  from  relapfing  into  the  Calamities  before  com- 
plained of,  and  which  have  proved  fo  fatal  to  both 
Prince  and  People. 

I  am  fufficiently  fenfible  of  my  own  Inability  to  pro- 
pofe  a  proper  Remedy  for  thefe  Evils,  and  know  wcfl 
that  there  are  muny  others  more  equal  to  the  Undertaking  ; 
'which  they  have  hitherto  neglected  either  from  Defpair 
of  the  Cure,  or  worfe  Reafons ;  but  I  have  fometimes 
known  a  Patient  given  over  by  a  famed  Phyfician,  and 
cured  by  an  Empirick. 

It  is  one  Degree  of  public  Virtue  not  to  defpair  of 
the  public  Happinefs.  The  Romans,  the  bed  Judges  of 
Merit,  received  honourably  a  Run- a- way  General,  quia 
non  defperamit  de  refiublica :  Many  a  State  has  been  de- 
ftroyed  by  weak  and  worthlefs  Inftruments,  and  why 
may  not  one  be  faved  by  them  ?  A  Flock  of  Geefe  once 
laved  the  Capitol  by  their  cackling.  Therefore  encou- 
raged by  thefe  Reafons  and  Examples,  I  offer  to  the  Con- 
sideration of  my  Reprefentatives, 

Firft,  That  a  Commiflion  be  eftablifhed  by  the  Le- 
giflature,  who  mall  be  empowered  to  enquire  by  Oarh 
into  the  Abufes  of  Collecting  and  Managing  every  Branch 
of  the  Publick  Revenue,  as  well  as  of  the  civil  Lift ;  to 
examine  into  the  fupernumerary  and  ufelefs  Offices,  as 
well  as  exorbitant  Salaries  and  extorted  Fees ;  to  look  into 
the  Bills  of  the  lower  Officers  of  the  Houftiold,  of  the 
Builders,  Stationers,  Gardeners,  with  all  the  ravenous 
Crew  ;  to  fearch  into  the  Penfions  and  the  pretences  for 
granting  them,  and  indeed  into  every  Part  of  the  Expence' 
of  the  Civil  Lift  except  his  Majefty's  Privy  Purfe,  and  lay 
this  Enquiry  before  the  Parliament  in  the  fucceeding  Sef- 
fions,  and  under  what  Heads  they  conceive  there  may  be  a 
Regulation  of  the  Expence. 

L  3  Secondly* 
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Secondly^  That  it  be  made  High  Treafon  for  any  Per- 
fon  to  pay,  or  any  Member  of  Parliament  to  receive,  in 
truft  or  otherwise,  any  Pemion,  Sum  of  Money  or  other 
Gratuity  from  the  Crown,  unlefs  it  be  entered  in  a  pub- 
lick  Office,  with  the  Reafons  for  giving  or  granting  it,  to 
which  Oliice  every  one  may  have  Admittance,  arid  that 
all  prefent  Penfions  be  refumed. 

Such  a  Proceeding  would  be  worthy  of  an  Englijb  Par- 
liament, worthy  the  Refpedl  they  owe  to  their  King,  and 
giving  him  a  fubftantial  and  truly  Royal  Income  to  him- 
felf,  initead  of  making  him  a  Nominal  fruftee  to  receive 
his  P.evenue  only  for  the  ufe  of  others.  This  would  be 
doing  it  in  the  moll  acceptable  and  grateful  Method,  by 
taking  the  Odium  to  themielves,  and  leaving  the  whole 
Benefit  to  their  Prince.  1  his  mull  be  alio  moll  engag- 
ing to  his  Virtuous  Mini  dry,  who  will  have  the  Joy  and 
Traniport  of  feeing  and  hharing  in  a  proper  Degree  his 
Grandeur  and  Magnificence,  without  the  uneafy  Talk  of 
their  FredecerTors,  of  making  new  and  ungrateful 

Demands  upon  an  exhaufled  People.  It  mull  be  an  un- 
fpea!;able  Satisfaction  to  them  too,  to  be  freed  from  the 
daily  and  rertlefs  Importunities  of  clamorous  Pretenders 
to  Penfions,  by  having  aa  Anfwer  always  ready  in  their 
Mouths,  which  mull  ftlence  every  impertinent  and  unrea- 
fonable  Demand. 

It  cannot  therefore  be  queftioned  but  Perfons  of  their 
Sagacity  and  tender  Senfe  of  Virtue,  mull  rejoice  and 
heartily  concur  in  a  Defign  fo  glorious  to  his  Majefty,  ad*, 
vantageous  to  his  People,  and  conducive  to  their  own 
Honour  and  Quiet,  and  will  undoubtedly  give  all  private 
and  prudent  Afliftance  to  it  in  their  Power.  What  a 
Pleafure  mud  it  be  to  them  to  fee,  during  their  Admini- 
ftration,  their  Country  eafed  of  its  heavy  Burthens ;  and 
as  it  were,  relieved  from  the  Jaws  of  Death,  and  become 
again  a  flour  idling  and  mod  Potent  Kingdom !  All  who 
had  the  Honour  to  know  them  before  they  were  wor- 
thily advanced  to  their  prefent  Greatnefs,  have  heard 
them  frequently  exert  their  known  Eloquence  upon  this 
Subject,  and  have  Reafon  to  hope,  indeed  I  may  fay  ex- 
peel,  that  they  will  now  make  good  their  repeated  Pro- 
mi  fes. 


As 
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As  to  myfelf,  who  own  many  Obligations  to  their 
Goodnefs,  as  well  upon  the  Publick  Account,  as  for  a 
very  late  Favour  perfonally  intended  me,  1  fhall  take  eve- 
ry Opportunity  of  acknowledging  my  Gratitude;  and, 
being  fenfible  I  can  no  way  make  my(e\i  fo  acceptable 
to  them, as  by  endeavouring  to  lerve  myCountry,imend  to 
continue  in  the  fame  Method,  and  hope,  in  due  time,  to 
lay  before  them,  what  Sums  may  be  faved  in  the  Collec- 
tion of  the  Publick  Revenues,  as  well  as  in  the  Expence. 

i  Selieveit  may  be  eaiily  made  out,  that  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Revenues  alone  in  the  late  Reign,  coft  the 
People  more  than  the  whole  Produce  amounted  to  ia 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Time.  And  in  this,  I  do  not  include 
the  immenfe  Advantages  then  got  by  indirect  Means.,  in 
all  the  Offices,  and  particularly  in  the  Navy,  which  coft 
the  Kingdom  many  times  as  much  as  the  Officers  could 
get  to  themfelves,  not  only  by  greatly  .  enhancing  the 
Price  of  all  Stores  and  Provisions,  but  in  difcontenting 
the  Seamen,  and  driving  them  into  Foreign  Service, 
without  which  it's  thought  our  prefent  Enemies  could  not 
have  appeared  upon  the  Seas. 

At  prefent  I  (hail  put  them  in  Mind  only  of  the  diffe- 
rent Management  of  the  Directors  of  two  of  the  City 
Companies,  and  the  late  Dirc&ors  for  the  f  ublick, 

South-Sea  Company, 


Governors  and  Directors  »»              -■■    —  5500 

Treafurer  ■  ■    200 

Deputy  Treafurer  ■■■             ■               1 50 

Secretary          .■■    ■  .,  200 

Accountant  ■              ■  200 

Two  other  Accountants  ■    ■    250 

Four  Clerks                ■  230 

Four  Treafurers  Clerks    — —  220 

Houfe  Keeper,  Door-Keepers  and  Beadle  1 80 

Incidents    ■               about  600 


In  all  not  more  per  Annum  than  8000 


L4 
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Bank  of  England. 

Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  and  Directors  4000 
Secretary  —    .  ■  -  ___  2oo  j 

Accountant  ■  »  2co  ' 

One  Cafhier  »  •■■■» \  ■■   1  250 

Three  other  Cafhiers    ■  »  450 

Other  Clerks,  >  ■  about  5C00 

In  all  fomething  more  per  Annum  than  roooo 

As  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  exact  in  the  Computation  a- 
forefaid,  fo  I  can  be  much  lefs  fo  in  the  fuppofed  Profits  of 
the  Exchequer  Offices,  for  obvious  Reafons  ;  and  there- 
fore I  can  only  eftimate  them  at  the  reputed  Values,  in 
which  I  am  perfuadedl  do  not  exceed  the  Truth. 

£. 

Lord  Treafurer    ■   8000 

Secretary  »■■  »  ■       »  8000 

Four  i  ft  Clerks    m  6000 

Auditor  General  ■  ■  8000 

Clerks  •   > ■  «  3000 

Tellers  and  Cleiks       —     ■   ■  ■■  icooo 

Pells  and  Clerks    -  50CO 

Remembrancers  -  »  6ogo 

Auditors  of  the  Revenue  ■  3000 

Auditors  of  the  Impreft       —  — m,  8oco 

pjpe      —  joco 

Other  Officers  — ~  »■  50C0 

Incident  Charges  »  ■  . .  —      1 5000 

In  all  90000 

I  thing  it  will  not  be  denied,  notwithftanding  this 
great  difference  in  the  Expence,  that  the  Receipts  and 
Payments  are  greater  in  the  Bank  than  in  the  Exchequer ; 
nay  'tis  remarkable  that  moft  of  the  Publick  Payments 
are  now  made  at  the  Bank,  there  being  an  Officer  from 
thence  conftantly  attending  the  Exchequer,  ready  to  givfi 
Bank  Bills  to  all  who  have  Demands  of  Money.  So  that 
many  of  the  Offices  there  are  now  become  Sine- cures, 
as  others  of  them  were  before. 

B  efore 
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Before  I  conclude,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  do  all 
Right  to  the  late  Officers  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  as  1 
have  without  refe.  ve  cenfurcd  their  Errors,  fo  I  ought 
equally  to  applaud  their  .Vertues,  and  to  own  that  the 
Revenue  which  palled  through  their  Hands  was  really* 
and  in  truth  managed  by  Under-Clerks,  at  lefs  Expence 
than  even  in  the  Bank  itfelf ;  infomuch,  as  I  am  told, 
the  great  Accounts  of  the  Army,  which  amounte  d  to  fo 
many  Millions,  as  well  as  the  Cuftoms,  &c.  were  paffed 
and  checqued  only  by  Deputy  Clerks,  with  fmall  Salaries 
in  the  Auditors  of  the  lm  pre  ft  s  Offices  ?  nay,  it's  faid  the  . 
Frugality  was  then  fo  great,  that  the  vaft  Sums  gained 
during  the  lalt  War  by  the  returning  of  the  Publick  Mo- 
ney abroad  were  not  accounted  for  at  all;  to  which  happy 
Parfimony  we  owe  the  Difcoveries  of  many  of  the  bright- 
eft  Genius's  of  the  Age,  who  in  all  Appearance  might 
have  been  otherwife  buried  in  Obfcurity,  and  fo  loft  to 
the  World  for  want  of  proper  Opportunities  to  exert 
their  great  Talents. 

Haud facile  emergunt  quorum  <virtutibus  obfiat 
:   Res  augujia  Do?ni. 

A  Learned  Differtation  upon  Old  Women, 
Male  and  Female \  Spiritual  and  Tempo- 
ral, in  all  Ages  ;  whether  in  Church, 
State,  or  Exchange- Alley.  Very  fea- 
fonable  to  be  read  at  all  Times,  but  ef~ 
pectally  at  particular  Times.  By  T. 
Gordon,  Efq -y 

Anno  1720. 

IT  is  recorded  in  the  Memories  of  divers  Story-Tellers 
in  and  about  this  Metropolis,  that  the  Sage  and  Elo- 
quent Dr.  Bjfatd,  who  goeth  about,    pouring  forth  his 
Divine  Breathings  in  Coffee-houfes,  and  presenting  his 
Books  Gratis  to  all  who  will  pay  him  for  them  i  1  fay, 
L5  it 
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it  is  credibly  reported  that  the  faid  Do&or  having  a 
Suit  in  Chancery  with  a  certain  Chymiit,  and  a  venerable 
Serjeant  being  of  Counlel  for  his  Adverfary  j  he,  the 
faid  Doctor,  humbly  moved  my  Lord  Chancellor  that 
Mrs.  Byfield,  the  Wife  of  him  the  faid  Doclor,  might 
be  allowed  to  anfwer  and  refute  the  Harangue  of  him 
the  faid  Serjeant  \  and  mark  the  Reafon  !  for  (faid  the 
Doctor)  Jhe,  My  Lord,  is  an  Old  Woman  too  ! 

Whether  this  Requeft  was  granted,  or  only  entered 
upon  Record,  the  Tradition  fayeth  not.  If  the  Chal- 
lenge was  not  accepted,  furely  it  is  great  Pity ;  feeing 
that  from  a  Match  fo  natural,  and  a  Contention  fo  E- 
qual,  much  Elegant  Entertainment  would  have  refulted 
to  the  Grave  and  Learned  Brothers  (or  fhall  I  rather  fay, 
Sifters)  of  the  Long  Robe,  who,  during  the  Strife,  mull 
have  Hood  ftrangely  and  equally  poized  in  their  Affec- 
tions and  Wifhes,  as  being  equally  allied  to  either  Com- 
batant. 1  have  indeed,  heard  it  urged,  by  the  Partizans 
of  the  Old  Woman  in  Petty-coats,  that  the  Other  in 
the  Coif,  jealous  of  his  Reputation,  and  doubtful  how 
the  I  due  might  determine  the  Prize  of  Eloquence,  fled 
the  Pit,  and  left,  inglorioufiy,  his  Antagonift  whetting; 
her  Gums,  and  mumbling  Revenge.    But  the  Learned 

and  Acute  Sir  ,  Knight,    Serjeant  at  Law, 

does,  with  great  SubmiJJion,  conceive  that  this  laft  Cla&fe 
of  the  Tradition  wants  Proof. 

Imuft  own  it  would  have  been  exceeding  Unnatural 
and  Unfcriptural  for  Mrs.  Byfield  and  the  Serjeant  to 
have  entred  the  Lifts  againft  each  other,  upon  this  Occa- 
fion  ;  or,  indeed,  upon  any  other  whatfoever :  Foraf- 
much  as  is  written  in  the  Hundred  Thirtieth  and  Third 
Pfalm,  Verfe  the  Firit ;  Behold  bow  good  and how  p  leaf  ant 
it  is  for  B  R  ET  HR  E  N  to  dwell  together  in  Unity  : 
And  therefore  it  is  my  own  private  Opinion  of  this 
Matter,  that  the  whole  Bench  and  Bar,  taking  it  into 
their  ferious  Confideration,  as  what  might  affect  them 
all,  offered  their  Mediation,  and  Hopped  the  Progrefs  of 
their  pernicious  Difference.     And  in  this  I  have  the 

concurring  Opinion  of  ■  and  and 

and  and  ~  and  with  feveral  Others> 

%il  able  Lawyers,  and   Parties  concerned. 

There 
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There  is  a  waggifh  Acquaintance  of  mine,  who  car- 
ries the  Analogy  between  Old  Women  and  grave  Bar- 
rifters,  further  than,  in  my  Judgment,  Need  requires 
he  fhould.  '  Don't  you  obferve,  fays  he,  that  they  have 
the  fame  Enmity  to  Silence,  and  poffefs  the  fame  Eternal 
Wetnefsof  Beard?  Pray,  diilinguim,  if  you  can",  be- 
tween PI  eading  and  Scolding  ;  and,  whatever  you  do, 
mark  that  hobling  Amble  in  their  Gate  ;  that  involuntary 
Nod  of  the  Head  ;  that  contracted  plodding  Forehead ; 
that  wife  unmeaning  Face,  and  thefe  defolate  Gums  ? 

and  then,  confefs  the  invincible  Likenefs  I  would 

furthermore  put  you  in  Mind  of  their  Equal  rl  afte  in 
Drefs,  and  their  Equal  Refemblance  therein" — Black 
Gowns  and  red  Petticoats  •'  two  Colours,  in  which  it  is 
hard  to  fay,  whether  my  Lord  J~ — e  mimicks  Granny  t 
or  Granny  my  Lord  J—e  \  Granny  moreover  wears  for- 
ward Night-Cloaths,  and  ties  her  Pinners,  before  to 
hide  a  Bald-Pate ;  and  Mr.  Serjeant,  and  his  Betters, 
bury  their  Faces  in  mighty  Periwigs,  which  inviron  ei- 
ther Chap,  and  lie,  like  comely  Mares  Tails,  on  either 
Bread. —  for  why,  they  are  only  Hairy  Machines  to  con- 
ceal long  Ears  !* 

At  the  Affixes  in  Carmarthen-Shire,  fo me  Years  ago,  a 
Wcljbman,  who  had  never  feen  fo  fine  a  Shew  before, 
afked  a  Neighbour  of  his,  who  was  knowing  in  thefe 
Matters,  '  What  Shentleman  was  that  upon  the  Pench  in 

*  hur  Cown,  and  hur  Pelt,  and  her  PJack  Cap  ?  Why, 

*  marry,  quoth  Morgan,  bur  is  an  Old  Woman  that  takes 
'  hur  Nap  upon  hur  Cujbion,  and  then  hur  tells  the  She<wry 

*  hur  7 re am?' 

It  is  plain  from  St.  Paul,  that  Old  Wives  Fables  were 
currentand  prevailing  in  his  Time,  and  he  warns  St.  Tir 
mothy,  (the  mod  Reverend,  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of  if. 
pbefus,)  againft  them;  defiring^/j  Grace,  to  exercile  himjelf 
rather  unto  Godlinefs.  But  notwithstanding  that  the  A  po- 
ttle's Works  are  flill  read,  tho1  they  do  not  fay  a  Word 
of  Scuth-Sea  Stock ;  yet  Old  Wives  are  in  as  good 
Efteem  as  ever,  and  their  Tales  bear  as  good  a  Price. 
There  is  particularly  a  numerous  Tribe  of  Ancient  Gen- 
tlewomen, caW-d  Schoolmen  and  Fathers,  who  are  reputed 
a  Company  of  Venerable  Goffips,  whofe  Evidence*  may 
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be  taken  in  Trials  about  Norwich  Crapes,  wide-knee'd 
Breeches,  the  Power  of  the  ConlUble,  the  Piirnitive  In- 
ftitution  of  Parifh- Clerks,  the  Decimation  of  Eggs  by 
Original  Patent,  Wnoring,  Scolding,  and  v.ourt'fying 
towards  the  Rifing-Sun  ;  and  the  like  momentous  Points 
bet\/een  Men  and  Monks, 

But  it  is  ver)  true,  that  thefe  old  Bodies  do  often  con- 
tradict one  another  in  their  Evidence  ;  either  becaufe 
they  know  not  the  Truth,  or  will  not  fpeak  it ;  both 
which  are  frequently  the  Cafe-  But  here  a  ready 

^Expedient  is  offered  ;  for  the  pious  Attornies  who  produce 
them,  modefrly  reject  every  part  of  the  Evidence  which 
makes  againft  them,  as  forged  or  erroneous,  and  are  plea- 
fed  only  to  accept  fo  much  of  the  lame,  as  makes  for 
them,  as  undoubtedly  genuine  and  valid.  And  if  no 
fart  of  it  willferve  their  Turn  ;  yet  we,  the  Defendants, 
are  bound  to  believe  that  it  does ;  and  that  is  as  w  ell.  For 
the  pious  Attornies  above-written,  claim,  from  Time  im- 
memorial, a  Right  to  be  Profecutors,  and  Judges,  and 
Witnefles ;.  at  leatf,  Witnefles  lor  their  W  itneffes,  in 
every  Law-Suit  which  they  undertake.  And,  if  we  do 
not  acquiefce  in  all  this  a  Lawyer  of  this  Sort  has  told 

lis,  what  Sentence  we  are  to  expect ;  even  this,  G«  d 

*  mnyou  find  yours  to  all  Eternity*    (Tale  of  Tub. 

in  izmo.  p.  104.) 

The  Admirers  and  Followers  of  thefe  old  dufty  Gcf- 
flps,  are  themfelvesof  the  fame  Character  and  Predica- 
ment; for,  as  the  Saying  is,  Old  Women  of  all  Religions 
are  the  fume.  We  are  not  therefore  to  wonder,  if  we 
find  in  the  whole  Breed,  an  equal  Appetite  for  Flogging,, 
Hoarding,  Backbiting,,  and  Scolding.  Prom  Gammar 
daron  down  to  Gammar  Satanafus,  and  from  Gammar 
Satanafus  down  to  Gammar  Becket>  and  from  Gam- 
mar Beckct  down  to  Gammar  Laud,  and  from  Gam- 
mar Laud  (keeping  itill  in  the  fame  See),  down  to  Cam- 
mar  you  find  the  felf  fame  Spirit,  and  the 

felf  fame  Arts.  The  Multitude  have  been  flill  bubbled, 
and  taught  or  feared  into  the  Worlhip  of  golden  Calves, 
or  black  Calves,,  or  fome  other  forts  of  Calves:  And 
the  fame  Lying,  Falfhood,  and  Cruelty,  have  gone  on 
in  an  uninterrupted  Line  of  Succe£iony  and  uninterrupted 
fiubniiffiorj.. 

It 
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It  is  marvellous  and  inco  nceivable,  the  Stupidity  and 
Dunablenefs  of  Mankind.  4  O  World  !  when  wilt  thoa 
come  out  of  thy  Infancy,  and  afiume  a  Beard  ;  and  a 
Mind  worthy  of  that  Beard !  learn  to  defpife  long  Coats  ; 
reject  thy  Leaders  and  thy  Leading-  Strings ;  Hand  upon 
thy  own  Legs ;  be  of  Age  ;  look  round  thee,  and  di- 
ftmguifh,  at  laft,  Truth  and  Freedom  from  Reftraint  and 
Diiguifes.  But  in  Caie,  my  deaveft  Child,  that  thou  art 
already  fuperannuaced ;  as,  confidering  the  Greynefs  of 
thy  Head,  and  the  Greennefs  of  thy  Behaviour,  I  fear 
me  thou  art ;  Then,  O  Reverend  Granny^  loft  is  my 
Labour,  and  vain  are  my  Inftruclions !  I  will,  however* 
bear  my  Teftimony  in  thy  Behalf,  and  mew  thee,  with 
the  help  of  thy  Spectacles,  how  thou  art  ever  ridden  by 
old  Women,  thyielf  an  old  Woman!' 

Queen  Scinhumis  was  the  greateft  King  that  fwayed 
the  Scepter  of  djfyria,  and  exceeded  by  far  all  that  fuc- 
ceeded  her.  She  was  indeed  a  moft  valiant  Man,  but 
very  lewd,  which  is  no  Fault  in  Princes ;  what  is  very 
common  being  very  pardonable.  To  her  fucceeded  her 
Son,  King  Sardanapalus  the  Queen,  who  from  his  Infan- 
cy was  an  old  Woman,  and  very  naturally  fpent  all  his 
Time,,  and  his  Spinning  amongft  young  ones.  But  for 
all  the  Harmlefinefs  of  this  He-Queen,  he  met  an  un- 
timely Fate,  and  violent  Hands  were  laid  upon  the  Lord's 
Anointed,  to  the  great  Grief  of  all  the  true  Churchmen, 
that  is  the  genuine  Worlhippers  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon^ 
of  thofe  Days. 

'1  hole  who  came  after  him  were  for  the  moll  part  like 
him;  and  from  §  emir  amis  to  the  End  of  the  Babylonian 
Monarchy,  which  lafted  for  feveral  Ages,  all  the  Kings 
proved  to  be  of  the  Female  Gender,  except  herfelf. 
When  the  Monarchy  was  tranflated  to  die  Medes  and 
Perfeans,.  there  was  but  one  Emperor,  and  that  was  Cy- 
rus, who  happened  10  be  a  Man  :  All  the  reft  were  old 
Women ;  Creatures  that  lived  in  their  Dining  Rooms, 
admired  their  hue  Furniture,  wore  rich  Brocades,  play'd 
with  their  Monki.es,  beat  and  bit  and  icratched  their  Ser- 
vants, and  drank  Cawdie,  the  Tea  of  the  Time;  and 
in  fine,  faid  and  did,  juft  as  do  and  fay  our  aged  Countet 
fes  in  t'other  End  of  the  Town. 
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At  length  the  Magicians,  or  Priefh  of  the  Eftablifbed 
Church  of  Babylon,  having  great  Intereft  at  Court,  and 
Encouragement  from  the  Prince,  knocked  him  on  the 
Head  in  Return  for  his  Love  ;  and,  by  the  Murder  of 
his  whole  Race,  and  further  Cruelty  and  Craft,  feated 
•  themfelves  in  his  Throne,  and  yet  kept  the  Murder  and 
Ufurpation  a  Secret  from  all  the  World,  for  fome  Time. 
But  the  reigning  Conjurer  being,  like  the  rei  of  the 
Tribe,  given  to  Wenching,  a  Miltrefs  of  his  was  directed 
by  her  Brother,  who  fufpe&ed  facred  Roguery,  tofearch 
his  Majefty's  Head  for  Ears  ;  and  upon  Inquiry,  me 
found  he  had  none.  For,  it  had  happened,  fome  Time 
before,  that  the  whole  Order  had  their  Luggs  lopped  off 
for  fome  pious  Pranks  by  them  play'd. 

Upon  this  Difcovery,  the  Grandees  invaded  the  Royal 
Palace,  alias  the  Royal  Brothel,  and  put  all  thefe  old 
Women,  that  is  to  fay  the  Clergy,  that  is  to  fay  the  Ufur- 
pers,  to  the  Sword.  So  here  ended  the  Reign  (tho'  not 
the  Roguery)  of  thefe  confecrated  Monarchs,  ox  J  pi  ritual 
Sovereigns,  or  Pagan  Popes,  or  cropped  Prelates,  or  Re- 
presentatives of  '  's  Perfon,  or,  tiff. 

Proceed  we  next  to  the  Election  of  a  new  old  Woman. 
For,  the  Lineal  En;ail  was  broken  in  tlv.  Murther  of 
Jda?ns  Heir  at  Law,  by  the  Babylonian  Parfons  ;  tho' 
fome  of  their  Brethren  fince  have  pretended  to  patch  it 
together  again,  Impoffibilities  being  of  no  Weignt  in  the 
Schemes  of  Magicians. 

In  this  Ele&ion  one  Dar  us  carried  the  Diadem  by  the 
Merit  of  his  Stone-Horfe;  which  StoneHorie,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  Folly  or  Partiality  of  the  Nobility, 
ought  to  have  mounted  that  Throne;  and  then  might 
have  been  alledged.  what  now  cannot  bealledged,  namely 
that  once  in  a  Century  aCreature  of  fome  Manhood  filled  it. 

It-is  the  Opinion  of  that  able  Critick  and  Cahbaliif, 
Rabbi  NickNack  Ben  Dry  Pate,  that  the  Hiftorians  are 
all  Lyars  and  Dunces  in  the  Account  they  pretend  to  give 
of  this  Matter  For,  fays  he,  I  will  lay  an  even  Wager 
ef  fifty  to  One,  that  when  the  Crown  of  Perfia  was,  by  a 

Vote  of  the  judicious  Houfe  of  L  ds  there,  hung 

upon  a  Nag's  Nojlrils,  whofe  Neighing  ivas  to  create  a 
Mafter  of  Mankind,  and  declare  the  Lord^s  Anointed ; 
Darius  did  not  ad  by  the  Craft  of  his  Groom  ( which  is 
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the  Opinion  of  Ctefias,  Berofus,  Plutarch,  &c.)  but  by  the 
Counfel  of /^Chaplain,  who  advifed him,  as  foon  as  ever 
he  came  to  the  randy ing  Ground %  to  Bray  with  all  his 
Might  ;   and  if  you  take  this  Method,  added  the  fage 

Dofior,  and  Bray  with  becoming  Vehemence by  G~  

Til  venture  my  Soul  upon  it,  you  are  Monarch  of  the  Eaft. 
For,  continued  his  Reverence,  in  fuch  a  Hurry  and  Dif- 
cord  of  the  Pajjions,  as  will  necefjarily  fill  every  Br e aft 
upon  fo  great  an  Occafton,  who  will  difiingziijh  Chef  nut's 

Voice  from  your  Lordjhi p's  Voice,  or  a  F—   from  a 

Fair  of  Bag-pipes?  Rabbi  Nick-nack  adds,  that  Earl 
Darius  finding  this  Expedient  the  eafieft  and  mod  na- 
tural to  him  of  all  the  Expedients  in  the  World;  when- 
ever he  found  himfelf  upon  the  Place  of  Trial,  clapped 
his  Finger  to  one  Noflril,  and  brayed  with  t'other,  with 
fo  bewitching  and  fo  Royal  an  Accent,  that  the  whole 
Houfe  of  Nobles  then  prefent  whipped  off  their  Hats, 
and  bowing  with  their  Faces  to  the  Earth,  as  if  the 
Chaplain  himfelf,  or  an  Altar  had  flood  in  their  Way, 
cried  out  with  one  Accord,  O  King  Darius,  live  for  ever* 
He  was  then  taken  and  crowned,  being  firfl  anointed, 
and  having  taken  an  Oath  to  defend  the  Rights  of  the 
Clergy  and  Convocation  ;  the  Archbifhop  performing  the 
Ceremony,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Tygris  reading  Prayers, 
and  the  Chaplain  aforefaid  preaching  the  Sermon,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  by  his  Majefiy  s  fpecial  Corn* 
viand ;  and  he  had  thehrfl  good  Living  that  fell. 

So  eafily  are  Kingdoms  earned,  and  by  fuch  certain 
Signs  and  Criterions  does  Heaven  point  out  the  Perfons 
of  Princes ;  who,  being  of  Divine  Inftitution,  the  Di- 
vine Will  muft,  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  be  exceeding 
clearly  conveyed  through  the  Snout  of  a  Horfe,  or  of 
an  Afs  j  a  very  ufual  Vehicle  of  Inftru&ion,  in  all  Ages 
and  Climates ! 

But  as  every  old  Woman  that  totters  under  a  Crown, 
rules  or  fcolds,  or  blafphemes,  or  murders,  or  burns,  by 
Divine  Appointment ;  fo  the  old  Women,  alias  Em- 
perors of  Perfia,  continued  to  plague  Mankind,  and 
Mifgovern,  as  Heaven's  Lieutenants,  till  Alexander  the 
Great,  who  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  was  indeed 
a  King  of  the  Mafculine  Gender,  came  with  all  the 
Violence  of  War,  as  Heaven's  Lieutenants  alfo,  to  de- 
throng 
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throne  and  put  an  End  to  them  :  For  he  that  was 
ftrongeft  always  happened  to  have  the  Divine  Authority 
on  his  Side,  contrary,  and  yet  agreeable,  to  the  Ortho- 
dox Syftem. 

ViBrix  Can/a  Diis  placuit. 

Alexander  himfelf  foon  degenerated,  and,  before  he 
arrived  to  the  Flower  of  his  Age,  grew  an  old  Woman, 
like  the  rell ;  became  wonderfully  addicted  to  Scolding, 
and  doated  upon  nothing  but  fine  Gowns,  and  Citron 
Water. 

His  immediate  SuccefTors  refembled  him  ;  they  were 
at  firft  Men,  and  at  lalt  Drivelers  ;  and,  for  thole  Kings 
who  fucceeded  them,  they  were  old  Wives  from  their 
Cradles. 

There  never  was,  in  all  the  Eaft,  a  braver  Race  of 
Men  than  the  Amazons,  whofe  Queens  were  alfo  the 
braveit  of  Kings.  'Tamerlane  too  happened  to  be  a 
Prince  of  a  Male  Genius ;  but  excepting  as  before  ex- 
cepted, there  has  fcarce  ever  been  known  fueh  a  Cha- 
racter as  a  King  in  all  the  great  Continent  of  Afia,  tho' 
abounding  in  Monarchs.  Their  frequent  exercifing 
of  Craft  and  Cruelty  does  in  no  degree  determine  them 
Men  ;  the  fame  being  alfo  exercifed,  though  in  a  fmaller 
Meafure,  by  Crocodiles,  Wolves,  Kites,  Adders,  and 
the  like  Emblems  and  Patterns  of  fuch  Imperial  old  Wo- 
men as  play  the  Devil  by  Divine  Right. 

But  thefe  Royal  Vermin,  who  fucked  the  Blood  of 
their  Subjects,  and  were  the  relentlefs  Foes  of  Man- 
kind, became  all,  in  their  Turn,  the  Booty  and  Vafiala 
of  the  Romans,  who  knocked  them  on  the  Head  or  im- 
prifoned  them,  or  fufYered  them  to  enjoy  a  precarious  and 
flavifh  Sovereignty,  juft  as  they  had  behaved  themielves. 

The  Romans  were  a  Nation  of  Men,  and  Friends  to 
their  Species,  Lovers  of  Liberty  and  Defpifers  of  Life, 
when  thefe  two  BltfTings  were  incompatible.  They  pro- 
pagated Politenefs  and  Laws ;  and  huntea  down  Tyrants 
ana  Barbarity,  where-ever  they  came.  They  taught 
Mankind  to  diftinguim  between  manly  Obedience,  pro- 
ceeding from  rational  Confent,  which  is  the  Allegiance 
*f  Sitbjcfisi    and  involuntary  Submjflion,  extorted  by 

Fear* 


upon  Old  Women.  257 

Fears  and  Force,  which  is  the  Lot  and  Condition  of 
Slaves. 

Their  Religion  was  of  a  Piece  with  their  Politicks, 
and  part  of  thern.  The  Civil  Magiftrate  was  either  the 
Prieft  himfelf,  or  the  Prieft  was  prompted  by  hirn  ;  and 
the  only  Piece  of  Prielkraft  which  the  old  Republican 
Clergy  praclifed,  was  to  lie  laudably,  by  the  Direction  of 
the  Magitfrate,  for  the  Good  of  the  Common- wealth. 
The  Hands  of  the  Government  were  not  tied  up  from 
encouraging  publick  Spirit,  by  the  paultry  Fear  of  a- 
larming  the  Ecclefiaftieks.  Every  Principle  and  every 
Action,  which  promoted  their  prefent  Liberty  and  Prof- 
perty,  was  lawful,  virtuous,  and  religious,  in  the  Eyes 
of  that  noble  People  ;  who  had  no  Idea  of  the  En- 
croachment of  Liberty  upon  Religion,  or  of  the  Church's 
claming  with  the  State,  or  of  the  Creatures  contending 
for  Superiority  with  its  Creator.  Thefe  were  Monfters 
yet  unborn,  and  Abfurdities  as  yet  uninvented,  which 
lived  not  till  Liberty  was  dead,  and  till  eld  Women  fuc- 
ceeded  Heroes, 

The  Romans  preferved  their  Liberty  fo  long  as  they 
preserved  their  Virtue.  At  laft  Ambition  and  Bribery 
Teized  the  Senate  Houfe,  and  were  followed  by  every  evil 
Art  and  every  wicked  Purpofe  :  The  Corruption  began 
at  the  Great,  who  fpread  it  among  the  People,  and  de- 
bauched them  in  order  to  enflave  them.  Shews,  Farces, 
and  Mafqurrades,  made  them  idle,  and  depending  upon 
thofe  who  gratified  them  with  thefe  fine  Sights  and  Diver- 
fions.  At  long  run,  their  higher!  Ambition  was  to  live 
and  fee  S£e*ws.  In  the  End,  being  fully  purged  of  all 
Senfe  of  Virtue  a  d  Freedom,  the  whole  Roman  People, 
who  had  conquered  the  World,  and  polifhed  it  ;  they 
who  had  deroied  I  y rants,  and  fet  Mankind  free,  became 
themielves  an  eafy  Prey  to  a  Traitor  of  their  own  raifing. 

Men  have  been,  and  are,  generally  taught  (from  their 
early  Youth)  to  admire  and  reverence  the  Firft  Cafur: 
At  which  I  am  aitonifhed  ;  for  he  was  one  of  the  moft 
wicked  and  bloody  Men  that  ever  the  Earth  bore.  He 
ftuck  at  no  Villany,  no  Vilenefs,  no  Deftru&ion,  to  gain 
his  Ends,  and  ruin  his  Country.  Omnium  Faminarum 
Maritus,  fcsf  omnium  Virorum  Uxor,  is  the  leaft  worft 
Character  that  can  be  given  of  him.    If  he  was  fome- 

times, 
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times  guilty  of  Mercy,  it  was  from  no  Tendernefs  of 
Heart,  or  for  any  Righteous  Purpofe  ;  but  purely  to, 
catch  Gudgeons,  and  make  his  Tyranny  popular.  In 
fhort,  Julius  Ccvfar,  like  moft  other  Conquerors,  is  en- 
tituled,  in  an  hummer  Degree,  to  that  iort  of  Glory, 
which  is  due  to  Belzebub,  for  daring  the  Almighty,  and 
defacing  the  Creation. 

Thofe  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  Ufurpation  of  Rome, 
were  for  the  moft  Part  fuch  an  execrable  Race  of  Ver- 
min, that  there  is  fcarce  any  other  Character  to  be  given 
of  them,  than  that  Emperor  and  Old Woman  were  Terms 
fynonymous  ever  afterwards. 

The  Emprefs  Claudius  deferves  particular  Notice.  She 
left  the  Empire  to  the  Adminiftration  of  whatever  Perfon 
happened  to  be  moft  in  her  good  Graces,  for  the  Time 
being  :  And  fo  fometimes  her  Wife  was  Queen,  and  fome- 
times  her  Footman  ;  while  the  good  Woman  Claudius 
herfelf  turned  Author,  and  fcribled,  and  gormandized, 
and  got  drunk,  every  Day  of  her  Life.  Ncc  temere  un- 
quam  Triclinio  abfcejjit  nifi  diftentus  iff  madens%  fays  Sue- 
tonius. Juft  like  the  Learned  and  Valiant  Monarch  of 
another  Country,  I  mean  Queen  James  the  tirft  of  Mag- 
nagafcar  ;  who,  bating  her  Averfion  to  Tobacco,  was 
as  true  an  Old  Woman  as  ever  driveled,  or  tippled  Ge- 
neva. Queen  James  was  alfo  a  Royal  Benefactor  to  Grub- 
ftreet,  and  Prefident  of  the  Learned  Society  there.  She 
writ  Books,  and  made  Speeches,  and  was  greatly  Subject 
to  the  Loofenefs  ;  which  laft  I  take  to  be  the  true  Reafon. 
why  the  karned  Queen  James's  Performances  fmell  but 
little  of  the  Conjuror;  feeing  that  it  is  obferved'by  Mr. 
Locke  in  his  Treatife  of  Education,  that  they  who  are 
wery  Loofe,  ha<ve  feldom  ftrong  Thoughts. 

Behold  here,  O  curious  Reader,  a  full  and  true  Cha- 
racter of  our  prefent  Writers  upon  moft  Subjects  !  even 
becaufe  they  write  with  empty  Bellies,  or  with  Pills  in 
their  Bellies  ;  and  therefore  our  Preachers  and  Poets  do 
confefs,  in  their  Productions,  the  Slipperinefs  of  their 
Guts.  Lamentable  Cafe!  that  amongft  all  the  Legions 
of  the  Learned,  thers  is  hardly  to  be  found  one  Ihrewd 
Cojii<ve  Fellow,except  myfelf,  and  my  Admirers. 

This  Malady  of  the  Guts  is  alfo  productive  of  per- 
nicious Effects  amongft  Statefmen  and  Crown'd  Heads. 
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Her  late  Majefty  took  Phyfick  that  very  Day  upon  which 
ihe  Signed  the  Treaty  at  XJirecht  ;  and  it  was  obferv'd 
that  all  the  while  it  was  making,  her  Miniftry  went  fre- 
quently to  the  Little  Houfe.  And  indeed  it  is  well 
known,  that  during  the  laft  Three  Years  of  her  Reign, 

.Dr.  Ar  th  1  was  conftantly  about  her,  either  by 

himfelf,  or  Proxy  ;  that  is  to  fay,  either  the  Phyfician, 

or  the  Glifter-Pipe  was  in  daily  Practice.  The  late  D  

of  O  was  taken  with  a  ftrange  Griping  of  the  Guts, 

when  he  was  in  Flanders,  which  lafted  all  the  Time  he 
ilay'd  there,  and  was  the  untoward  Reafon  why  he  de- 
ferted  the  Allies.  But  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  thought 
his  late  Grace  would  never  have  run  away  from  England, 
had  not  a  Right  Reverend  Son  of  the  Mitre,  for  his  own 
Righteous  Ends,  perfuaded  him  that  he  looked  pale,  and 
begV  him  in  all  Love  to  take  a  Purge  ;  he  follow1  d  the 
Ghojily  Advice ;  and  behold  its  Operation  !  The  very 
next  Day  he  fiarted  from  his  Clofe  ftool,  mounted  his 
Horfe,  and  gallop'd  away,  as  faft  as  if  Jack  Ketch  had 
been  at  his  Heels,  and  never  halted  till  he  came  to  the 
Pretender,  who  is  himfelf  a  poor  Laxative  Knight  as 
ever  wore  a  Garter,  and  has  a  Court  moft  niiferably  af- 
flicted with  the  Bloody- Flux. 

There  is  a  confiderable  King  in  Europe,  who  has  been 
troubled  with  Agues,  Loofneffes,  and  Evil  Counfellors, 
for  two  or  three  Years  :  At  laft  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  AJlringents,  and  turn  off  the  Cardinal ;  and  now 
all  is  like  to  go  well  with  him  again. 

As  to  ourfelves ;  God  be  praifed,  we  are  blefled  with 

a  Set  of  Able,  Cojlive  St  f — m-n,  who  have  not  gone 

to  Stool  thefe  three  Years,  except  as  hereafter  is  ex- 
cepted ;  that  is  to  fay,  when  they  preferred  and  

and  and  and — — cum  multis  a  His  ;  as  alfo  when 

they  entered  into  a   ■  with   and  — —  £sV.  as 

likewife  when  they  declared  that  they  had  no  Intention 
to  repeal      —  ;  as  alfo  when  they  negledled  to  - — - 

and  and  and  and  and  and— - 

and          ;  as  likewife  when  they  contrived  how  to  fi- 

lence  ;  as  alfo  when  they  quarrel'd  with  - 

and         and  ;   as  likewife  when  they  formed  a 

Scheme  to  gain  fuch  a  vaft  ;  as  alfo  when  *hey 

agreed  to  give  up  and-  \  as  likewife  when  they 

were 
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were  entering  into  a  Coalition  and  Concert  with  and 

'       and  :  As  alfo  when  they  encouraged  and 

and  and  . 

Were  I  to  go  over  all  the  Items  and  Exceptions,  I 
fliould  never  have  done  ;  and  fo  I  turn  my  Foot  into  my 
firft  Path,  and  proceed  with  my  Differtation  upon  Old 
Women.  ,       :  -  . 

To  Queen  James  fucceeded  another  Queen  ;  I  mean 
he  who  was  nick-named  the  ConfeJJbr.  Like  King,  like 
Counfellors !  this  fucking  Monarch  got  him  a  Wife,  and 
yet  went  Hill  in  Leading- Strings  :  Mother  William  Laud, 
and  Madam  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  had  been  his 
Father's  Mifirefs,  were  his  Gove.nors,  unlimited  and  un- 
ccntroulahle. 

The  Kingdom  grew  afhamed  and  weary  of  being  go- 
verned and  oppreffed  by  fuch  a  Grizzel,  and  fo  pulled 
her  out  of  her  Elbow-Chair,  and  never  fufTered  her  to  fet 
her  Breech  in  it  afterwards  ;  tho'  fhe  tried  all  Means 
whatfoever,  fometimes  fcolding,  fometimes  befeeching, 
fometimes  tricking,  and  fometimes  hiring  Bullies  to  fight 
for  her. 

After  a  long  civil  Contention  for  Liberty  and  Domi* 
riion,  which  I  pafs  over  in  Silence,  becaufe  it  was  be- 
tween Men  and  Men,  who  do  not  belong  to  this  my  Sub- 
ject ;  come  we,  in  the  next  Place,  to  the  riotous  Reign 
of  Queen  Sardanapalus  the  lid,  who  neglected  God  and 
Men  to  drink  French  Wine,  and  play  with  French  Harlots 
and  Lap-Dogs.  There  began  then  to  be  a  great  Decay, 
of  Sobriety,  Virtue  and  Manhood  ;  and  nothing  triumph- 
ed but  the  Excife,  Fornication  and  the  Church. 

After  a  long  Reign  of  Luxury  andFeminine  WeaknefTes, 
Queen  Sardanapalus  departed  this  Life,  by  the  pious 
Aiiiftance  of  the  Priefb  and  her  Brother  the  Princefs 
James,  who  mounted  the  Throne,  and  mewed  herfelf 
as  errant  an  Old  Wife  as  ever  fhook  a  Sceptre. 

She,  e'er  fhe  had  well  broken  the  Coronation  Oath, 
which  me  had  not  yet  taken,  taking  into  her  ferious  Con- 
fideration  the  obvious  Infirmities  of  her  Sex  and  her  Un-. 
demanding,  put  herfelf,  the  firft  Thing  fhe  did,  under 
the  Guardianfhip,  and  abfoiute  Direction  of  an  old  Har- 
lot at  Ro?ne,  famous  for  her  (linking  Breath,  and  her  tri- 
ple Night-cap.  Then  her  Majelly  went  on,  like  a  Crea- 
ture 
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ture  fuperannuated,  as  fhe  was,  to  play  ftrange  Pranks, 
fome  Udicrous,  and  fome  mifchievous.  She  worshipped 
Wafers,  pretended  to  devour  her  Mediator,  and  claimed 
a  Right  to  eat  up  her  People.  Nobody  would  take  her 
Bond  for  a  Groat  ;  and  me  her  i  elf  owned  that  her  Oath 
was  not  worth  a  Rum.  As  me  was  an  Old  Woman  her- 
felf,  fo  fhe  acted  by  Old  Women  ;  and  particularly,  me 
got  a  Jewry  of  Old  Wives  in  Long  Coats  and  Coifs,  to 
pronounce  a  Verdict,  that  Jhe  ?7iight  lawfully  and  inno- 
cently do  uuhat  Mi  [chief  and  Wickednefs  Jbe  nvould:  And 
fo  faid  the  Sacred  Sillers  of  the  Surplice;  alledging  that 
every  Old  Gentlewoman  wearing  a  Crown,  had  a  Di- 
vine Charter  from  God  to  refemble  Satan  as  much  as  fhe 
pleafed. 

Queen  James,  encouraged  by  all  thefe  fine  Speeches, 
let  loofe  his  Inclinations,  and  devilized  with  all  his 
Might.    But,  as  he  was  driving  furioufly  over  the  Life 
and  Limb  of  every  Subject  that  flood  in  his  Way,  without 
any  Refiftance,  which  was  prohibited  by  the  Convocation, 
he  unadvifedly  galloped  over  a  Neji  of  the  Wayward  67/- 
!  ters  aforefaid,  and  took  away  the  Articles  of  their  Club. 
;  This  hurt  and  provoked  them  damnably.    For,  though 
I  they  are  the  mod  patient  Creatures  upon  Earth,  when 
j  Evil  befalls  others  ;  and  will  upon  that  Occafion  urge  the 
;  Sanctity  of  Submimon,  with  wonderful  Zeal  ;  yet  fuch  is 
;  their  mortal  Antipathy  to  Suffering  in  their  own  Perfons, 
;  that,  upon  any  Trial  of  that  Kind,  they  feem  to  be  the 
!  only  People  upon  the  Globe,  to  whom  God  has  given 
:  kail  of  the  Grace  of  Refignation. 

Queen  fames  now  found  that  this  was  their  true  Spirit. 
1  For,  though  they  had  themfelves  pointed  out  to  him  the 
:  very  High  Road  to  Oppreliion  ;  yet  no  f©oner  had  he 
given  them  a  Royal  Gripe,  but  they  fet  up  their  Apofto- 
!  lick  Throats,  and  yelled  fo  loud,  that  they  were  heard  all 
over  the  Kingdom,  and  roufed  the  Multitude  from  all 
Quarters  to  their  Amtlance  ;  that  very  Multitude,  whom 
;  they  had,  a  few  Days  before,  been  infatuating  into  the 
;  Difpofition  and  Acquiefcence  of  Slaves,  they  had  now  the 
!  Art  and  the  Impudence  to  animate  into  Rebels,  in  their 
j  own  Senfe  of  the  Word. 

The  manly  Part  of  the  Nation,  and  Lovers  of  Liberty, 
1   iook  Advantage  of  the  Phrenzy  of  the  Prince,  and  the 

Animofity 
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Animofity  of  the  Wayward  Sijiers,  to  frighten  Queen 
James  kito  a  Nunnery, and  to  fet  aKing  upon  the  Throne  j 
the  only  One  they  had  feen  there,  fines  the  Days  of  King 
Befs,  of  manly  Memory. 

The  Wayward  Sijiers,  finding  that  they  had  now  in 
Reality  got  a  King  over  them,  and  not  a  Queen  under 
them  ;  which  lail  had  been  their  Lot  and  Felicity  for  near 
a  Hundred  Years  ;  and  perceiving  withal  that  the  King 
would  not  kneel  to  them,  or  put  his  Power  and  Scepter 
into  their  Hands  ;  they  grew  devilifh  outrageous  and  tur- 
bulent. The  firfl  Thing  they  did,  in  their  Anger,  was  to 
vote  themfelves  forfwern  ;  for,  flap-dam.  they  ftripped  the 
King  at  one  Pull,  of  his  Divine  Right,  and  made  a  Prefent 
of  it  to  the  excluded  Queen  James,  from  whom  they  had 
alfo  rent  it  in  their  Wrath,  a  Month  or  two  before. 

But,  in  Spite  of  their  Craft,  and  Difloyalty,  the  King 
kept  his  Crown  ;  and  in  Spite  of  his  Mercy  and  Merit, 
they  preserved  their  Averfion  and  Malignity. 

A  £>ueen  came  next  ;  and,  wich  her,  Profp^rity  and  a 
Kingly  Government,  for  feveral  Years  ;  which  once  more 
difappointed  and  provoked  the  Wayward  Sijiers,  who 
yelped  as  bitterly  as  ever  ;  but  yelped  unheard,  till  her 
Majefly  grew  old  and  into  a  Refemblance  of  her  Ancefton; 
and  then  all  Things  went  Topf>  -turvey,  and  the  Way- 
ward Sifters  flourimed  and  rejoiced.  But  juft  as  they  were 
in  full  Cry,  and  daily  Expeclation  of  their  Hereditary 
OldWo?nan  from  Abroad,  the  other  at  Home  drop'd,  be- 
fore they  could  bring  it  to  pafs ;  and  the  Kingdom  got  a 
King  a  Second  Time,  and  Hill  keeps  him,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  Struggles,  and  Sedition,  and  Praying,  and 
Counter  praying,  and  Preaching,  and  Drinking,  and  Ly- 
ing, and  Swearing,  and  Forfwearing  of  the  Wayward 
Sijiers,  in  order  to  lend  him  Home  again. 

It  is  indeed  agreeable  to  the  Ambition  and  Self-love  of 
the  Wayward  Sijiers  to  hate  Kings  ;  for  a  Monarch  that 
refolves  to  be  a  Man,  will  never  put  himfelf  under  the 
Dominion  of  Old  Women,  nor  gratify  their  Spleen  ; 
Whereas,  when  a  Queen  Reigns,  the  Wayward  Sifters 
are  all  Kings.  Behold  the  Realon  of  their  prefent  Rage  ( 
The  prefent  Monarch  does  not  touch  their  Roaft,  nor 
their  BoiPd  ;  their  Sack,  nor  their  Sherry  ;  their  Copy- 
Holds,  nor  their  Peter-Pence.    On  the  contrary,  he  gives 

them 
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them  all  good  Ufage  and  Encouragement ,  he  prefers  the 
j  Worthy,  and  is  not  fevere  to  the  Worthlefs.   But  all 
!  this  pleafes  not  the   Wayward  Sifters     They  cannot 
1  impofe  upon  their  Prince,  nor  pi;s  upon  the  Laws,  nor 
i  opprefs  the  People,  nor  prey  upon  Scrupulous  Con- 
!  fciences,  nor  be  forfworn  with  Succefs.    Thefe  are  their 
great  Grievances  ;  or,  if  they  have  greater,  I  wifh  they 
would  produce  them.    If  his  Majefty  would  but  pleafe 
to  condefcend  to  their  mcdeft  Demands,  and  be  led,  like 
their  Pupil,  or  driven  like  their  Property  ;  he  might  make 
Beggars  or  Bacon  of  his  Subjects,  and  welcome :  Nay, 
Divine  Authority  would  be  belied,  and  Scripture  mif- 
quoted,  to  fupport  him  in  it.    But  as  he  behaves  himfelf 
at  prefent,  he  will  never  be  the  Favourite  of  the  Wayward 
j  Sifters. 

I  have  thus,  with  great  Labour  of  Body  and  Brain, 
j  fearched  into  the  Records  of  Time,  and  given  my'at- 
:  tentive  Reader  an  edifying  Abflracl  of  Univerfal  Hiftory, 
j  of  which  I  have  fliewn  Old  Women  to  have  been  the 
i  Principal  Heroes.    If  we  look  now  into  the  Difputes  and 
Tranfaclions  between  Nation  and  Nation,  we  fhall  af- 
i  furedly  find  that  they  ever  prevailed,  or  mifcarried,  ac- 
cording as  they  employed  Men  or  Old  Wo?nen  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  their  Affairs  Civil  and  Military. 

And  not  to  go  too  far  backward  in  this  Difquifition, 
I  let  us  only  remember  with  what  a  different  Spirit  and 
Succefs  the  Affairs  of  France  were  conducted  by  that 
I  Court  Forty  Years  ago,  from  what  the  Affairs  of  another 
Court  were,  which  fhall  be  namelefs:  And  the  Reafon 
lay  here    The  French  Minifters  wore  Beards,  and  the 
\  B—t-jh  Miniiters  wore  Petticoats ;  choice  Guardians  of 
the  Nation  !  Who,  whilfl  they  were  fupported  in  their 
I  Avarice  and  Merry-makings,  from  St.  Germain 's,  cared 
not  what  b  cimeof  their  Country,  or  of  Europe,  or  of 
Chriftianit} . 

In  the  Matters  of  Peace  and  War,  the  Cafe  is  juft  the 
fame.    In  the  laft  War,  for  Example,  againlt  France,  a 
j  Male  General  was  employed,  and  under  him  a  Race  of 
i  Men ;  and  they  hewed  down  all  Oppofition :  Neither 
j  Stone-Walls,  nor  Entrenchments,  nor  Numbers,  nor  the 
Danger  of  the  Church  could  ftand  before  them  s  Nor 
could  Rivers  or  Louis- d'Ors  retard  their  Bravery.  They 
ftormed  Towns,  they  routed  Armies,  they  eat  Fire,  and 
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did  every  Thing  with  a  Mafculine  Air :  Alas !  what 
were  a  Hundred  Thoufand  French  Girls,  whether  Nuns 
or  Soldiers,  in  their  Hands  ?  And  for  Half  a  Score  Ma* 
refihals  of  France \  they  confidered  them  as  only  fo  many 
dancing  Old  Women  on  Horleback,  with  Feathers  in  their 
Caps,  and  Diftaffs  in  their  Hands,  who  never  miffed  be- 
ing kicked  Head  over  Heels,  and  fent  to  Paris  to  get 
their  Wigs  new-powdered ;  which  yet  did  not  mend  the 
Matter. 

It  is  thought,  if  the  War  had  continued,  that  Madame  de 
Maintenon  would  have  headed  the  Army  mFlandersr  and 
recruited  it  with  feveral  antiquatedBelles,and  theNymphs 
of  St.  Cyr  :This  filled  all  theHeroes  2XVerfailles  with  burn- 
ing Envy,  and  they  all  brigued  againfther  going  :  But  it 
is  thought  that  all  their  Politicks  would  have  failed  them, 
had  they  not  luckily  reprefented  to  the  Grand  Monarchy 
who  was  every  Day  growing  Lcfs,  the  Invincible  Louis, 
who  was  every  Day  beaten,  th«  Immortal  Man,  who  was 
dangeroufly  ///  of  a  Fiftula ;  that  if  he  made  his  Old 
Nurfe  a  General,  he  would  have  no  Body  to  tend  his  ]/• 
Jue  behind.  This  made  great  Impreffion  upon  him  ;  and 
fo  Goody  Villars  was  appointed  Commander  in  Chief,  in- 
ftead  Goody  Scan  on.  As  foon  as  fhe  came  into  the 
Field,  fne  gave  out  fcolding  Speeches  how  fhe  would  do 
feveral  Womanly  Exploits.  But  (he  was  well  paid  for 
her  prating,  and  forced  to  run  to  fave  her  Life. 

This  was  the  unequal  Strife  during  the  Courfe  of  the 
War  between  Swords  and  DillafTs.  But  when  Things 
began  to  look  towards  an  Accommodation,  the  Tables 
were  quite  turned.  France  which  hitherto  had  fent  old 
Wives  for  Warriors,  appointed  Now  vigourous  Men  for 
her  Negociators ;  And  another  Kingdom,  which,  to  its 
deathlefs  Glory,  had  employed  Heroes  to  fight,  did  to 
its  endlefs  Infamy,  employ  old  Women  to  treat ;  wretched 
toothlefs,  impotent  Old  Women,  who,  had  their  Luck 
been  of  a  Size  with  their  Brains,  muft  have  born  the 
Parifh  Badge !  The  lively  and  ingenious  John  of  Lap- 
land >  and  the  able  and  accomplished  Thomas  Lord  Spelt* 
well,  are  a  Brace  of  hopeful  Statefmen  !  And  yet  with  all 
their  Zeal  and  humbleCompliances,they  had  not  the  com- 
mon Capacity  to  fell  the  Honour  of  their  Country,  even 

after 
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afrer  others  had  brought  it  to  Market  for  them,  without 
the  AiTiftance  of  Prompters. 

To  come  now,  towards  the  End,  to  fpeak  of  my  own 
Country,  of  which  I  have  not  hitherto  faid  one  Word  ; 
I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  f  ncreafe  of  Old  Women  grows 
marveloufly  great  amongft  us.  It  is  moreover  grievous  to 
coniiJer,  by  what  heavy  and  contemptible  Inftruments 
this  {hamefu!  Change  Is  wrought.  Lo  !  our  Evil  cometh 
from  the  dull  Heart  of  the  City,  and  we  are  enchanted 
by  a  ft upid  Kennel  of  Stock- Jobbers,  who  cheat  us  out 
of  our  Money  and  our  Sex,  and  then  Hand  God-fathers 
to  us,  and,  by  way  of  tender  Derifion,  chrhlen  us  Bub^ 

BLES  ! 

Let  us,  my  Brethren  and  Countrymen,  either  profit  rly 
and  patiently  put  on  Petticoats  ;  or  refume  our  Manhood^ 
and  lTiake  off  this  (hameful  Delufion,  this  filthy  Yoke, 
put  upon  our  Necks  by  dull  Rogues  from  Jonathan  s  ; 
plodding  Dunces  !  who  carry  their  Souls,  if  they  have 
any,  in  their  Pockets ;  and  who,  if  you  take  them  out 
of  the  Alley,  have  not  the  Underftanding  of  Carmen, 
nor  the  Agreeab'enefs  of  Baboons. 

I  mall  conclude  this  light  Paper  with  fome  7'houghts 
of  a  grave  Nature,  and  dwell  for  Two  or  Three  Pages, 
upon  a  Subject  which  gives  me  infinite  Delight ;  1  mean, 
the  prefent  Concord  between  St.  James's  and  Leice/ler- 
fields. 


An  EJfay  upon  the  late  Union  of  the 
Whig-Chiefs. 

THE  Reconciliation  of  our  Two  Courts   is  of 
fuch  happy  Confequence  to  the  Nation,  and  the 
Royal  Family,  as  muft  be  highly  pleafing  to  all  Men  who 
love  either.     Differences  of  this  kind  are  nothing  rare  ; 
but  they  generally  have  publ  ck  ill  Confluences,  and 
i  weaken  the  Hands,  andembarrafs  the  Wheels  of  Govern- 
;   ment.    I  thank  God,  the  late  one  has  produced  more 
Coldnefs  than  Violence,  and  more  Talk  than  Terror. 
Vol,  I.  M  It 
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It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  nothing  was  done  on  cither 
Side  during  the  Breach,  which  may  occafion  painful 
Pangs,  or  angry  Reflections,  now  it  is  cured.  1  doubt 
not  but  the  Union  is  as  fjneere,  as  I  wifh  it  lading. 

Tho'  I  always  looked  upon  the  late  MifunderiTanding 
as  a  great  Evil ;  yet,  now  it  is  part,  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther fome  Good  may  not  come  of  it.  It  will  have  (hewn 
the  Whigs  that  they  are  much  mi«-aken,  if  upon  every 
Fit  of  Spleen  or  Difguft,  they  think  to  meet  a  Refource 
among  the  Tories,  who  are  not  ufed  to  give  any  Quarter, 
much  lefs  Shelter  to  Men  who  will  but  part  with  a  Piece 
of  their  Principle.  He  who  goes  over  to  them,  mull 
not  go  halting.  If  they  have  a  Mind  to  go  to  Rome,  or 
the  Pretender ;  it  is  not  enough  that  you  do  not 
oppofe  them,  or  even  that  you  wifh  them  a  good 
Journey  :If  you  do  not  go  along  with  them,  and  ac- 
company them  to  the  very  lad  Stage,  you  do  nothing. 
A  Vote  and  a  Speech  now  and  then  will  not  ferve  them  ; 
they  mull  have  all  your  Votes,  aad  all  y  our  Speeches, 
otherwife  you  will  never.be  loved  nor  trufted 

Jt  will  alfo  have  taught  the  Tories,  that  the  Whigs, 
however  divided,  are  ft  ill  too  many  for  them,  and  can 
fubfift  without  fneaking  Compliances,  or  dangerous 
Coalitions  with  the???.  There  have  been  but  few  In- 
stances, of  late,  where  they  have  been  fuffered  to  exert 
that  Spirit  of  Opprefhon,  which  is  inseparable  from  them$ 
and  fewer,  I  hope,  of  their  being  .offered  Seats  near  the 
Helm.  The  Principle  of  a  Whig,  and  that  of  a  Jaco- 
lite,  are  fo  oppofite  and  be.erogeneous,  that  there  can  be 
$o  other  Mixture  or  Comprehenfion  between  them,  but 
•that  of  the  One's  devouring  the  .Other.  Every  other 
Project  for  reconciling  them,  is  Madnefs  or  Knavery, 
and  there  is  not  at  prefent  the  leatl  poflible  Pretence  for 
it ;  which  I  take  to  be  none  of  the  lealt  BlelTings  attend- 
ing the  prefent  Agreement. 

The  Whig  Interelt  is  again  united,  and  for  ought  I 
know,  the  more  flrongly  for  having  been  difunited.  It 
is  therefore  a  happy  and  unexceptionable  Seafon  for  doing 
all  thofe  neceffary  publick-fpirited  Things,  which  are 
wanting  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  Whiggifm,  but  which 
were  prevented  by  the  late  Rupture.  I  hjJpe  it  will  now 
jbe  enquiry,  whether  our  Univerfities  are  not  the  very 
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Sinks  of  Sedition,  and  of  every  wicked  Principle  ;  and 
whether  enjoying  as  they  do,  at  the  Nation's  Coll,  Eate 
and  Abundance,  they  do  not  pay  the  Nation,  in  return, 
with  difaffected,  flavifh  Doctrines,  and  poifoned  Youth. 
Let  the  Univerfities  remain  but  unpurged,  and  the  Jaco- 
bites may  fneer  in  our  Face  at  every  other  Scheme  of  ours 
for  our  Security. 

Princes  are  always  refpe&ed  Abroad,  in  proportion  to 
their  Strength  at  Home.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  this 
our  Domeltick  Unanimity  will  raife  our  foreign  Credit 
ftill  higher,  and  make  the  Peace  with  Spain,  which  feems 
to  linger,  go  on  with  greater  Alacrity  and  Eafe  ;  and  it 
is  reafonably  hoped,  that  hereafter  we  mall  be  more  up- 
on the  Square  with  our  good  Allies,  both  in  the  Admini- 
ftrations  of  War,  and  in  the  Negotiations  of  Peace,  thai* 
•our  Circumftances  have  hitherto  mfFered  us  to  be. 

I  therefore  congratulate  my  Countrymen  upon  the 
prefent  happy  Pacification  and  Unanimity.  It  will  make 
us  confiderable  to  our  Friends,  and  formidable  to  our 
Foes.  It  will  enable  us  to  avow,  protect,  and  encourage 
every  publick  Principle ;  and  leave  us  without  Excuie, 
if  we  difown  or  neglect  it.  It  will  render  every  Oppo- 
sition impotent,  and  every  Shift  and  Procraftination  fcan- 
•dalous.  It  will  ferve  to  (hew,  whether  our  pafi:  Omif- 
fions  and  Trimmings  were  founded  upon  real  Weaknefs, 
or  fleevelefs  Pretences  ;  and  whether  we  wanted  Power 
or  Inclinations  to  bid  Defiance  to  Craft  and  Corruption. 
Here  are  publick  Grievances,  and  here  is  a  Call  and  an 
Opportunity  to  redrefs  them.  Here  are  Enemies  in  our 
Bofom,  and  here  is  a  fit  Occafion  and  Capacity  to  quell 

and  difarm  them  If  we  are  in  Earneft,  the  Succefs 

is  fure.  In  this  Cafe  tofucceed  well,  is  only  to  mean 
well ;  and  nothing  but felfiih  perfonal  Regards,  can  ob- 
ftruct  the  publick  Good,  which  therefore,  we  hope,  will 
not  be  obftructed  at  all. 

W e  may  prefume,  that  no  Man,  who  calls  himfelf  a 
Whig,  will  make  Delay  or  Difficulty,  to  come  roundly 
into  every  Scheme  which  will  bring  Advantage  to  his 
Country,  and  Honour  to  himfelf ;  we  may  particularly 
exped  that  no  Man  who  bears  that  Character,  will  oppofe 
or  poftpone  the  Scouriug  of  thofe  Nefts  of  Pedants, 
who  fill  the  Kingdom  with  Locufts  and  Difloyalty  j  who, 
M  2  by 
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by  their  execrable  Pofitions  and  Example,  have  diflblved 
all  the  Ties  of  Confcience  and  common  Honefty  ;  who 
have  fanctified  the  hellifh  bin  of  Perjury,  and  tacked 
Fame  and  Reputation  to  Sedition  and  Rebellion.  They 
have  been  heavi-ng  at  our  Conititution,  railing  at  Liberty 
Civil  and  Religious,  and  poifoning  ti  t  Nation  Time  out 
of  Mind:  So  that  I  cannot  fee  how  we  can  any  longer 
neglect  putting  a  Stop  to  this  popular  Contagion,  with- 
out giving  up  the  firft  Law  of  Naiure,  that  of  Sclf- 
Prefervation  and  Self-Defence. 

The  Profpedt  I  have  of  the  Cure  of  this  great  Evil, 
gives  me  joy,  as  the  Continuance  of  it  has  often  given 
me  Sadnels ;  and  I  amufe  myfelf  with  the  certain  Ex- 
pectation of  a  new  and  agreeable  Scene.  What  I  have 
faid  may  probably  appear  warm  Language;  but  it  is  in- 
tirely  the  Effect  of  publick  Spirit,  and  of  my  own  pri- 
vate Judgment.  God  knows,  I  have  no  perfonal  Ani- 
mofity  towards  thefe  Men,  who,  as  to  their  Morals,  de- 
ferve  Pity  ;  and  as  to  their  Genius  and  Productions,  are 
below  Contempt :  And  as  to  their  Income  and  Circum- 
ftances,  no  Body  envies  them  their  Plenty  and  Idlenefs  ; 
nor  are  we  demanding  a  Reformation  of  Gluttony  and 
Lazinefs.  All  that  we  contend  for  is,  the  taking  away 
of  their  Sting?  ;  we  will  tolerate  them  to  be  Drones,  but 
cannot  allow  them  to  turn  our  World  upfide  down. 


Confederations  offered  upon  the  approaching 
Peace,  and  upon  the  Importance  of  Gi- 
braltar to  the  Britifh  Empire,  being  the 
Second  Part  of  the  Independent  Whig* 
By  T.  Gordon,  Efq, 

Anno  1720. 

THE  former  Part  of  the  Independent  Whig  appear- 
ed abroad  about  ibe  Time  the  Peerage  Bill  made  its 
Exit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  What  were  the  jecret  Mo  • 
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fives  for  that  Bill,  or  what  hopeful  Ends  were  to  have 
been  ferved  by  it,  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain,  nor  indeed, 
for  the  Eafe  of  ?ny  own  Mind,  do  I  care  to  guefs  ;  becaufe 
it  is  a  Cafe  of  Confidence  with  me,  and  a  fan  ding  Maxim, 
to  fipeak  no  III  of  the  Deceafed ;  /  Jhall  therefore  only  fay 
with  Mr,  Dryden,  De  mortuis  nil  nifi  bonum ;  Peace  be 
with  the  Manes  of  the  Bill . 

I  am  willing  to  think  there  was  no  Intention  to  engage 
us  in  a  Northern  War,  in  order  to  ferve  Purpofes  direclly 
in  the  Teeth  of  the  Ad  of  Settlement  of  the  Crown  ;  or  if 
there  was  any  fch,  I  am  per/haded  it  is  now  laidafi.de, 
and  therefore  I  have  alfo  laid  afide  my  Pur  pole  of  confide/- 
ing  the  Confluences  of  fuch  a  PP'ar,  as  I  promifd  in  ?ny 
loft. 

The  Age  of  killing  Monflers  is  long  fince  paft  and  gone, 
and  there  lives  now  neither  a  Hercules  nor  a  Thefeus,  to 
fubdue  Hydra*  s  ana  Dragons',  and  1 Jhould be  forry  to  fee 
my  Countrymen  revive  thofe  Ages  of  Knight  Errantry,  and 
arrive  at  fuch  a  Degree  of  Quixotifm,  as  to  range"  over 
the  World  in  que  ft  of  Adventures,  and  to  become  the  Right- 
ers  of  Wrongs,  and  RedreJJers  of  Injuria ,  through  the 
•whole  Univerfie. 

It  would  indeed  be  a  greater  Piece  of  Romantic k  Gal- 
lantry, than  any  thofe  fabulous  Heroes  ever  undertook,  Jor 
a  Nation  living  at  fo  great  a  Diftance,  to  throw  away  an 
Advantageous  Trade,  and  engage  in  an  impraclicable  War 
againft  a  Power  guarded  two  Thirds  of  the  Year  with  Ice 
and  Snow,  fortified  with  impregnable  I  owns,  which  will 
be  covered  with  nu??ierous  Armies,  and  no  ways  to  be  at- 
tacked  but  with  Troops  marching  from  diftant  Countries, 
without  Magazines,  without  Forage,  and  without  Pay, 
unlefs  W E  fupply  them  ;  and  this  too  without  any  Prof  putt 
of  Advantage  accruing  to  ourfelves,  but  only  to  ferve  the 
Interefts  of  another  State,  and  to  prefer ve  a  Country  of  no 
Concern  to  us  ;  the  whole  Value  of  which,  if  every  Foot 
of  Ground  in  it  was  to  be  fold,  vjould  probably  not  pay  the 
Charge  and  Lrjfes  of  one  Tears  War, 

As  this  is  too  wild  a  Thought  to  enter  into  the  Mind  of 
any  Englifli  Man,  fo  I  conceive  it  unneceffary  at  prefent 
to  fay  any  more  of  it  ;  'and  therefore  I  have  in  this  Second 
Part  conftdered a  Queftion  which  is  more  the  Ob j  eft  of  our 
prefent  Hopes  and  Fears,  viz.  What  would  be  the  Confe- 
i  M  3  queues 
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quence  of  delivering  up  Gibraltar  upon  any  Confederation; 
whatfoever. 

J  de/tgn  to  continue  this  Paper  weekly*  in  a  Half-Sheet* 
nuhicb  will  firft  appear  on  Wednefday,  the  zoth  Day  of 
this:  Mouthy  in  which  I  /hall  meddle  with  Politicks  only  oc- 
eafionally*  my  principal  Intention  being  to  expofe  the  Ma- 
lignity and  Danger  of  certain  Principles,  which  prevail 
too  much,  and  I  wi/h  I  could  not  fay,  are  too  little  difi 
cournged. 

1  hope  in  this  Undertaking  I  Jhall  he  fuffered  to  build  up. 
with  the  fame  Impunity  with  which  others  are  fuffered  to 
pull  down. 

I  own  there  are  Methods*  which*  if  prafiifed,  would 
prove  much  more  effectual  than  mine,  and  root  out  that  Di» 
feafe  which  1  can  only  refift.  In  the  mean  time  it  foal  I  be 
my  Care  to  Jhew  the  Neceffity  of  fome  fuch  Methods,  by 
/hewing  the  Danger  we  are  in  while  we  want  them* 
When  Doftrines  are  avowedly  fpread,  that  jlrike  at  the 
Peace  and  Liberty  of  Mankind,  it  is  the  undoubted  Right*, 
and  Duty  of  every  Man,  to  guard  hirafelf  and  others  a- 
gain  ft  thein  ;  and  it  is  as  much  the  Duty  of  Governors  to 
freferve  their  Subjects  from  the  Contagion  of  fuch  de* 
firuBive  Principles,  as  from  Force  and  Invnfions. 

"The  Felicity  of  the  People  is  the  End  of  Magi/ rates  '* 
find  all  Arts  and  Practices  that  leffen  that  Felicity,  call 
for  their  Correction  and  Cure.  Now  I  defy  the  Wit  of 
Man  to  reconcile  the  Happinefs  of  the  World  to  many  of~ 
cur  High  Flying  Tenets  ;  on  the  contrary,  wbere-cver  they 
prevail,  I  will  undertake  to  /hew,  That  the  /ever eft  Mi- 
fery,  even  brut  if d  Ignorance*  abjetl  Slavery,  Poverty  and 
Wickedne/s,  do  al/o  prevail.  I  never  looked  upon  an  armed 
Hoft  to  be  half  /o  terrible  as  an  Army  of  a/piring  Eccle- 
fafticks.  The  former  may  be  repulfed  by  Strength  and  Bra- 
very, which  fignify  nothing  again/1  the  latter,  who  make 
your  own  Heart  con/pire  againft  you,  by  filling  it  with  falje 
Terrors.  Do?ninion  is  the  Word,  Servitude  the  Duty,  and 
Damnation  the  Penalty. 

Till  therefore  our  Superiors  /hall  be  at  lei/ure  to  put  a 
final  Stop  to  the  Growth  of  thofe  Principles  that  infatuate 
the  Multitude,  and  undermine  our  Conftitution,  1,  who  am 
fo  unfajbionable  a  Man  as  to  have  more  Concern  for  the  Pub- 
He  k9  than  Confidgration  far  my/elf  /land  up  an  Advocate 
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for  the  Rights  of  Mankind,  to  expofe  thofe  Claims  that 
contradict  Reafon  and  the  Go/pel,  and  bring  Contempt  upon 
the  Clergy. 

iconft.fi  this  Subjccl  has  been  largely  dif cuffed  by  few  era? 
Hands ,  who  were  equal  to  the  Undertaking ,  and  ?nade 
Truth  triumph  over  Falfhood.  Foremoji  in  the  Lift  ( or  in 
any  other  that  could  be  made  on  this  Occafion J  ftands  the 
Bijbop  of  Bangor,  a  Champion  for  Truth,  and  a  fore  Ad- 
vcrfary  to  all  that  have  been  hers.  His  Enemies  have 
confefjed  their  Impotence  and  Defeat  in  their  Recourfe  to 
Invention  and  Calumny  ;  and  have  attacked  his  Reafoning ; 
and  his  Reputation,  with  equal  ill  Fortune  and  Malice. 
Not<withftanding  which,  they  have  gone  on,  and fill  go  on, 
and  neither  Modefiy,  Remorfe,  Shame,  nor  the  Reflection 
upon  their  own  repeated  Oaths  and  Subfcriptions,  can  dc-* 
ter  them  from  fpreadmg  their  Poifon  every  Day,  in  every 
Place,  and  upon  every  Occafion.  So  that  they  make  it  ne~ 
ceffary  to  repeat  the  Antidote,  othervjife  they  will  call  Si- 
lence Conviction,  and  interpret  a  Contempt  of  them  and 
their  wild  Performances,  to  be  an  Acknowledgment  of  their 
wild  Principles. 

'  1  am  far  from  pretending  to  equal r  much  Ufs  mend,,  what 
his  Lord/hip  has  done.  But  my  Defign  is  to  ft  art  new  f o- 
picks,  fir  ike  out  nevj  Tracts,  and  throw  the  fa?ne  Subject- 
into  new  Lights  ;  in  doing  which,-  J  fti  all  frequently  uje  av 
Freedom,  and  manner  of  St  ile  not  common,  perhaps  not  per- 
mitted to  Men  in  Holy  Orders. 

I  hope  to  give  the  Difpute  a  new  Turn,  and  inflead  of  a 
long  Train  of  confequential  Arguments,  to  reduce  it  to  a  few 
Jelf  evident  Propofitions,  which  I  /hall  endeavour  occafion^ 
ally  to  embellifb  with  agreeable  Incidents  :  The  Reverend, 
Right  Reverend,  or  moft  Reverend  Doctor,  fhall  wear  a 
a  FooVs  Cap  if  he  deferves  it,  though  it  happens  to  be  a 
Cardi?iafs :  Befides,  many  will  read  a  Half-Sheet  who 
will  not  read  a  Volume. 

In  this  great  Undertaking  I  hope  to  have  Aid  from  feme 
better  Hands,  and  as  the  Subject  is  now  pretty  well  under- 
Jhod,  1  expect,  and Jhall  be  ready  to  receive  any  cafual  Af~- 
fiftance  that  ?nay  be  fent  me,  referving  to  myfelf  the  Liber- 
ty of  altering  ( if  it  require  Alteration )  and  adapting  it  to 
my  own  Defign,  of  which  1 ' muft  be  allowed  to  be  the  pro- 
M4  perefi 
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per  eft 'Judge .  Wbi&vtr  th en fere  would  cor  rcf pond  with 
me,  may  direfi  tc  the  Independent  Whig,  at  Mr.  Roberts's 
the  Publiiher     Warwick- Lane. 

As  to  the  Propagation  andSuceefs  of  the  Weekly  Paper 
ah  eve  mentioned^  I  can  do  no  more  than  ht few  upon  it  my 
chief  Labour  and  Study  ;  and  for  other  Helps  and  Sup-pot  t, 
it  my  ft  rely  on  thof  who  like  it. 

I  hope  110  one  will  think  me  fo  foclijh  as  to  ex  feel  Encou- 
r.rgcmmt  ft  cm  thofe  who  ought  to  gi<ve  it,  and  as  I  do 
net  pretend  to  bear  the  Charge  of  Printing  fueh  a  Paper  my- 
(elf%  Jo  the  Continuance  of  it  muf  depend  upon  the  Enccu- 
regiment  it  receives  from  Abroad* 

AS  the  DifmifTion  of  Cardinal  Alheroni  from  the 
Court  and  Councils  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the 
Hopes  of  an  approaching  Peace,  engage  the  Thoughts 
at;d  Wiihes  of  every  Man  in  England,  who  has  any  Love 
for  his  Country,  or  laments  the  prefent  State  of  our 
Debts  and  Taxes ;  fo  I  efleem  it  not  only  the  Right, 
but  the  Duty  of  every  honeft  Man,  to  offer  to  his  Supe- 
riors ftch  Considerations  as  he  conceives  may  render  the 
Peace  advantageous,  and  make  us  fome  Recompence  for 
the  Profufion  of  Wealth  it  has  colt  the  Nation,  at  a 
Time  too  when  we  were  loadetf'with  fo  many  Millions  of 
Debts. 

It  will  be  a  Sevice  alfo  to  the  prefent  Minifiry,  by 
wiping  off  any  malicious  Charge,  if  any  fuch  there  be, 
of  their  having  run  into  an  unadvifed  and  foolifh  War. 
If  the  War  wasneceffary  (without  which  it  is  inexcufable, 
notwithstanding  the  great  and  furprizing  Succefs  which 
we  have  had  in  it)  no  doubt  the  Conditiors  of  1  eace 
will  be  fuitable,  and  demonfhate,  that  without  a  War, 
we  could  not  have  had  them.  What  we  gain  by  the  Peace 
will  juftify  the  Expences  of  the  War  ;  and  we  lhall  have 
new  Advantages  of  Trade,  ar.d  new  Fortrefies  and  Se- 
curities to  defend  thofe  Advantages.  If  we  have  not 
Poile&on  given  us  of  feme  Ports  in  the  Wcf -Indies,  the 
Jfland  of  Majorca  ought  at  leaft  to  be  added,  for  the 
Support  of  Port  Mahon,  and  a  competent  Trad  of  Land 
ought  to  be  annexed  to  Gibraltar  x  for  the  Convenience 
and  iVaintenance  of  the  Ganifcn,  as  is  ufual  in  like 
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Cafes,  and  ought  to  have  been  done  at  firft.  At  prefent 
they  have  not  a  Foot  of  Ground  about  it,  either  for 
Gardens  or  Pafture,  but  they  are  coop'd  up  within  their 
Stone  Walls,  and  left  to  make  the  bell  of  their  enclofed 
Rock. 

Without  fuch  Conditions  and  Securities  all  Treaties 
fignify  nothing,  and  may,  and  probably  will  be  broken 
as  foon  as  made.  Here  we  can  expect  no  help  from 
Allies  and  Guarantees,  who  will  always  emulate,  and 
privately  confpire  againft  the  great  Naval  Power,  and 
growing  Trade  of  England*  which  is  the  Envy  and  Terror 
of  the  World. 

I  would  indeed  be  glad  to  know  what  Advantages,  or 
even  Performance  of  Articles  England  has  ever  received 
from  her  good  Allies  ?  'Tis  true  they  have  often  done  us 
the  Favour  to  accept  of  our  Hdp  when  they  wanted  it ; 
and  I  am  told,  fome  of  them  have  threatened  to  accept 
ft  no  more,  unlefs  we  give  it  them  upon  their  own 
Terms.  But  pray,  how  has  the  Favour  been  return'd  to 
us  ?  What  has  the  Emperor  done  for  us,  in  Recompence 
for  all  we  have  done,  and  are  ftill  doing  for  him  ?  Unlefs 
in  the  Help  he  gave  us  laft  Year  againft  the  Pretender 
and  his  Madam.  Or  what  Aftiftance  have  the  Dutch  af- 
forded us  in  this  Expenfive,  and  as  we  are  told,  neceflary 
War  ?  Have  they  not  eat  the  Bread  of  Quietnefs  and 
Security,  while  we  have  been  running  into  Perils  and  Bat* 
ties  for  them  and  all  Europe  ?  They  have  lain  ftill,  eafmg 
their  Country  of  publick  Burthens,  whilft  we  have  been 
encreafing  ours ;  they  have  grown  Rich  by  the  Trade 
which  we  have  loft,  and,  'tis  faid,  have  even  fupplied 
our  Enemies  with  the  Materials  of  War,  to  fight  againft 
us.  And  yet  'tis  certain,  that  they  are  as  much  (if  not 
more)  interefted  in  the  Balance  of  Europe  than  we  are,  as 
they  are  nearer  the  Danger,  and  have  not  Seas  to  guard 
them.  As  to  the  Balance  of  Power  in  the  North,  they 
are  much  more  concerned  than  we,  not  only  as  their 
Trade  thither  is  vaftly  greater  than  ours,  but  as  they  have 
no  other  Source  of  Naval  Stores ;  whereas  very  little 
Wit  and  Honefty  would  fupply  us  with  all  we  want  from 
our  own  Plantations.  Whilft  we  have  been  wafting  our 
Strength,  and  our  Subftance,  and  lofmg  our  Traffick* 
they  have  lain  ftill,  and  continue  to  lye  ftill,  accepting, 
M  5  audi 
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and  returning  Compliments  from,  and  to  the  Courts  of 
Spain  and  of  the  Czar,  and  are  juft  ready  to  receive  all 
the  Advantages  of  the  Rujftan  Trade  (which  at  the  Re- 
volution they  were  in  full  Pofleffion  of)  whenever  we  mail 
be  mad  or  foolifh  enough  to  throw  it  away.  And  what 
Aflillance  thefe  our  kind  Allies  gave  us  in  the  firft  Rebel- 
lion againft  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  in  the  late  terrible 
Spanijh  Invafion,  we  (hall  be  better  informed,  when  the 
Accounts  relating  to  that  Affair  are  fully  Hated  and  balan- 
ced. 

Sure  we  mall  not  be  always  the  Cullies  of  Britain  t 
Our  Allies  muft  and  will  make  us  fome  Amends  at  lafty 
for  all  which  we  have  done  for  them ;  and  they  have 
now  an  Opportunity  of  doing  it,  by  getting  for  us  fome 
of  thofe  Advantages  which  they  have  received  from  our 
friendfhip. 

It  was  an  old  Obfervation  of  Philip  de  Comixes,  con- 
cerning us  Englijhmen,  That  vje  have  ever  left  hy  our 
Heads  vohat  <zve  have  gained <by  our  Hands,  and  have  al- 
ways given  up  by  treaty  vjhat  voe  had  voon  by  the  Svjord. 
The  Reafon  which  he  gives  for  this  is  a  very  good  one. 
He  lays,  That  all  our  great  Men  vuere  in  Penfeon  to  the 
Kings  of  France.  Monfieur  de  Witt  does  perhaps  mean 
fomething  like  this,  when  he  fays,  That  cur  Court  has 
been  afovays  the  mo  ft  thievijh  Court  in  Europe.  However,. 
I  do  not  find  but  that  whatever  Bargains  our  Minifterr 
made  for,  or  rather  of,  their  Country,  they  generally 
made  very  good  ones  for  thcmfelveSy  at  leaft  to  the  belt 
of  their  Skill.  Dunkirk  was  not  delivered  for  nothing, 
nor,  I  dare  fay,  the  laft  Peace  made  without  the  Con- 
trivers finding  their  own  Account  in  it,  whatever  their 
Country  fuffercd. 

But  thefe  Things  are  pafs'd  and  gone,  and  God  has 
now  fent  us  a  Mrniftry  who  will  mend  all  thofe  Faults 
which  they  were  the  fir/I  to  condemn.  The  Jntereft  of 
the  Publick  is  their  Intereft.  They  have  no  fecret  Pur- 
poses to  ferve  by  dark  and  fhameful  Treaties.  They 
have  no  new  Revolutions  to  bring  about,  nor  can  they 
difguft  their  own  Party  by  acting  freely  and  boldly  for 
the  Good  of  their  Country,  which  is  not  the  Cafe  of  the 
Heads  of  another  Party.  Jn  fine,  they  have  no  defperate 
Gajae  to  play,  to  defend  them  from  the  Effects  of  de- 
fperate 
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fperate  Meafures,  nor  have  they,  like  the  others,  been 
j  trapanned  and  outwitted  by  France,  nor  have  ungenerous 
I  Advantages  been  taken  of  their  Credulity,  when  they  had 
I  engaged  themfelves  and  their  Country  beyond  Rs~ 
:  treat. 

We  may  therefore  well  expect  that  our  prefent  Peace* 
Makers  will,  by  the  Advantages  which  they  procure- 
for  us,  reproach  the  Neglect,  Ignorance,  and  Treach- 
ery of  the  laft.  There  is  nothing  that  the  molt  fanguine 
Imagination  can  form,  which  we  may  not  hope  at  the 
enfuing  Treaty,  from  the  fingular  Part  which  we  have 
taken  in  this  War.  We  ftruck  the  firfl  Blow,  and  have 
ever  fince  purfued  it  with  great  Ardor  and  Expence.  We 
have  beaten  and  deftroyed  the  Enemies  Fleets,  infomuch 
that  the  poor  Remains  of  their  great  naval  Strength  can, 
at  prefent,  do  no  more  than  fkulk  in  their  Ports,  and  hide; 
themfelves  in  Corners.  We  have  procured  noble  Ad- 
vantages, and  even  Kingdoms  to  our  Allies.  Add  to 
this,  that  we  entered  fingle  into  the  Strife  and  the  Dang- 
er. The  Regent  indeed  moved  to  our  Aid  a  good  while 
after,  and  the  Dutch  not  at  all,  tho',  as  has  been  before 
obferved,  more  than  equal'y  engaged  by  all  the  Ties  and 
Motives  which  could  engage  us,  at  leail  by  all  thofe 
which  we  have  yet  avowed. 

How  abfurd  therefore  is  it,  for  any  one  to  furmife  or 
fear,  that  we  mould  receive  the  Condtions  which  we 
ought  to  give,  purchafe  a  Reconciliation  at  the  Price  of 
all  our  Victories,  and  buy  a  Peace  when  we  may  com- 
mand it  ? 

It  is  an  undeniable  Inftance  of  the  Innocence  of  our , 
great  Men,  and  of  their  Contempt  of  the  poor  Efforts  of 
their  Enemies  Malice,,  that  they  took  not  the  leaf: nctice 
of  a  Pamphlet  publimed  laft  Y ear  with  a  pompous  Title  ; 
it  was  called,  The  King  of  France V  Declaration  of  War^ 
&c.  which  directly  undertakes,  in  Pages  the  29th  and 
34th,  to  procure  from  the  King  of  England  the  Refutation, 
of  Gibraltar  to  Spain. 

They  knew  very  well  that  fo  wild  a  Calumny  could 
make  no  ImpreHion  upon  any  judicious  Man,  and  they 
laugh'd  at  the  Simplicity  and  Malice  of  others,  and  gave 
them  leave  to  play  with  their  own  Folly  :  They  knew 
very  well  that  a  Fortre&  conquered  by  the  Fleets  and 
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Armies,  by  the  Blood  and  Treafure  of  England,  and 
folcmnly  yielded  up  by  Treaty  made  with  England,  be* 
came  Fart  of  the  Englijb  Dominions,  and  fubjeft  to  the 
Legiflative  Power  ot  Engh.nd,  and  could  not  be  difan- 
nextd  but  by  Atl  of  Parliament ;  and  confequently,  any 
Agreement  to  deliver  up  fuch  a  Fort  to  an  Enemy,  is 
High  Treafon  wiih^n  the  Statute  of  the  25th  of  Edward 
the  J  hird  ;  and  to  give  it  to  any  one  elfe,  is  one  of  thofe 
High  Treafons  refervtd  by  .that  Aft  for  the  Judgment  uf 
Parliament. 

They  knew  too  that  no  Pocket  Agreement  is  of  any 
Force  in  England ;  that  we  are  bound  by  no  Treaties  but 
what  are  folemnly  entered  upon  Record  ;  and  every  one 
might  fatisfy  himfelf  that  there  was  no  fuch  there. 

However,  as  the  bare  mentioning  of  fuch  a  Thing, 
though  without  the  leaft  Ground,  has  Thunderilruck 
many  honelt,  though  timorous  lv!I en,  I  mall  endeavour 
to  undeceive  them,  by  {hewing,  it  is  impofhble  that 
any  virtuous  and  wife  Miniitry,  as  we  all  know  ours  are, 
can  ever  hereafter  fall  into  any  Meafures  fo  fatal  to  their 
Country ;  and  this  I  mall  do,  by  mewing,  the  Advantage 
and  Importance  of  that  Port  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the- 
Seas. 

The  Town  of  Gibraltar  is  built  upon  a  Rock  which 
reaches  a  League  into  the  Sea,  and  was  formerly  called 
one  of  the  Pillars,  or  the  tie  plus  ultra  of  Hercules.  Jt  is 
pined  to  Spain  by  a  fmail  Neck  of  Land,  which  being 
narrow  and  plain,  may  be  eahly  cut  through  and  iepa- 
rated  from  the  Continent,  fo  as  to  form  the  whole  into 
an  Ifland  ;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  a  Mole  may 
be  made  at  a  moderate  Expence,  capable  of  holding; 
Thirty  large  Men  of  War. 

It  lies  within  a  few  Leagues  of  Tangier,  in  Jfrica, 
and  commands  the  Mouth  of  the  Str  eights.  It  fees  all 
Ships  that  fail  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Ocean,  and 
thither,  and  confequently  makes  it  impracticable  for  any 
other  Nation  to  Trade  there  without  our  leave,  but  by 
the  Protection  of  fuch  Fleets  and  Convoys  as  will  make 
any  Trade  unprofitable  ;  at  the  fame  Time  it  protects 
our  own  Traffick,  and  furnifhes  Store-houfes  either  for 
War  or  Commerce,  and  a  convenient  Place  of  Refrelh- 
jraeu  to  our  Ships  in  their  Voyages  to  and  from  Africa, 
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Italy,  the  Levant,  and  fomerimes  the  Eafi  and  Weft- 
Indies. 

It  gives  us  the  Means  of  carrying  on  a  private  and  ad- 
vantageous Commerce  with  Spain,  notwithftanding  all 
the  Prohibitions  they  can  make,  or  Precautions  they  can 
ufe.  It  lies  at  Hand  to  intercept  their  Eaft  and  Weft -India 
Fleets  With  the  Spoil  and  Riches  of  both  Worlds:  It  fe- 
para^es  and  divides  Spain  from  itfelf,  and  hinders  all  Com- 
munication by  Sea  from  the  different  Parts  of  their  Do- 
minions, and  consequently  mult  keep  them  in  a  perpetual 
Dependance,  and  put.  them  under  a  Necefiity  to  court 
our  Friendfhip,  as  well  as  fear  our  Enmity  :  It  gives  us- 
an  Opportunity  to  pry  into  all  their  Meafures,  obferve 
all  their  Motions,  and,  without  the  molt  Itupid  Remifnefs 
on  our  Parts,  renders  it  impracticable  for  them  to  form, 
anyProjecls,  or  carry  onanyExpeditions  again!}  us,  or  our 
Allies,  without  our  having  due  Notice. 

It  deftroys  any  Attempts  to  Naval  Power  in  France, 
which  can  never  be  formidable  at  Sea,  whi'ft  Gibraltar 
remains  in  our  Hands.  Jt  hinders  the  Communication; 
between  their  Ports  and  Squadrons  in  the  Ocean  and  the 
Mediterranean  :  It  makes  it  impollible  for  them  to  fup- 
ply  their  Southern  Harbours  with  Naval  Stores  either  for 
Building  or  Repairing  of  Fleets ;  of  which  they  were  fo 
fenfible  laft  War,  that  as  foon  as  Sir  George  Rook  had 
poffeiTed  himfelf  of  it,  they  faw  themfelves  under  a  Ne- 
celTity  to  lay  afide  their  ufual  Caution,  and  dare  him  in 
open  Battle,  and  not  meeting  the  Succefs  they  hoped  for,, 
the  very  fame  Year,  to  the  unfpeakable  Prejudice  of  their 
other  Affairs,  befieged  it  in  Form,  aud  loft  a  French  and 
Spanijb  Army  before  it,  and  never  afterwards  appeared 
with  a  Fleet  upon  the  Seas  again  during  the  whole  War, 
hut  fuffered  their  great  Ships  to  moulder  and  rot  in  their 
Harbours,  for  want  of  the  Means  to  fit  them  out  a- 
gdn. 

It  will  give  us  Reputation  and  Figure  in  thofe  Seas, 
which  are  always  rewarded  with  Power  and  Riches.  It 
will  oblige  all  Nations  who  Trade  in  the  Mediterranean  * 
or  have  Empire  there,  to  court  our  Friendfliip,  and  keep 
Meafures  with  us.  It  will  Awe  even  the  Courts  of  Rome 
and  Conftantinople,  and  make  them  afraid  to  difturb  or 
provoke  us.  It  will  intimidate  the  Piratical  States,  who 
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when  they  fee  Vengeance  fo  near  at  Hand,  will  not 
dare  to  diiiurb  <sur  Trade,  whilft  they  are  dellroying  that 
of  all  others.  Thefe  Advantages  are  immenfe,  and  will, 
give  us  all  the  Carriage  Trade  of  the  Mediterranean, 
whofe  Merchants  mult  make  ufe  of  our  Ships  when  they 
find  it  not  fafe  to  venture  in  any  other. 

Eut  we  are  told,  the  keeping  it  is  a  great  Charge  to* 
as.    Strange  furprizing  Inftance  of  our  neiv  Frugality  ?> 
and  good  Hufbandry  !  That  we,  who  for.  Thirty  Yeara: 
together  have  rioted  in  Millions^  and  'till  Heaven  blefs'd 
us  with  the  prefent  Miniftry,  never  minded  what  we  gave, 
nor  to  whom  ;  we,  who  drain'd  the  Exchequer,  and 
mortgaged  the  Nation,  fhould  now,  from  a  Principle  of 
Saving,  facrifke  the  fole  Fruit  of  all  our  Expences  to  pre* 
vent  a  Charge,  which  is  but  equal  to  that  of  a  few  Ufe- 
lefs  Penfions  !  Thank  Heaven,  from- laviming  Millions,, 
we  are  grown  Thrifty  in  Pounds,  Shillings  and  Pence. 

But  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  this  was  not  thought 
©n  before  ?  We  have  been  at  a  prodigious  Expence  in 
fupplying  it  with  Garrifons,  with  Military  Stores,  with 
Provifions,  and  in  defending  it  againft  a  vigorous  Siege  ; 
All  which  might  have  been  faved,  and  without  doubt  very 
many  Advantages,  and  a  round  Sum  (beiides  the  Con- 
tractors licking  their  own  Fingers)  might  have  been  Mr 
pulated  for  the  Nation,  if  the  leaft  Hint  had  been  given 
that  it  was  to  be  difpofed  of. 

However,  I  own  good  Hufbandry  never  comes  too 
late,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  a  little  further,  and  that  we 
mall  contract  the  Publick  Expences  of  all  kinds,  cut  off 
and  retrench  imneceffary  Offices,  Salaries  and  Penfions,, 
pay  off,  or  leffen  the  publick  Engagements,  and  refcue 
the  People  from  the  OppreiTions  oi  their  rigorous  Debts 
and  Payments,  which  have  near  exhauited  the  V  itals  of 
the  Nation,  and  without  a  fpeedy  Remedy,  wili  fo.on  bring 
it  into  an  incurable  Confumption. 

It  is  ailedged  that  Port  Mahon  will  anfwer  all  thePur-? 
pofes  of  Gibraltar ;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  Ufe  in 
keeping  them  both     The  contrary  to  which  mult  be 
evident  to  any  one  who  but  looks  into  the  Map,  for  the  \ 
Ifland  Minorca  lies  many  Hundred  Miles  further  up  to-  [ 
wards  the  Gulph  of  Lyons,  and  in  Truth,  out  of  the  j 
Road  of  all  Ships  Trading  to  Siiiif,  the  Adriaticky  the  j 
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Levant,  or  Africa.  It  is  fituated  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
France  and  Spain,  that  the  greater!:  Fleets  can  efcape  un~ 
©bferved,  unlefs  we  keep  perpetually  before  their  Ports  to 
watch  and  purfue  them,  which  is  exceeding  dangerous, 
if  not  impracticable  in  thofe  Seas.  We  mail  be  out  of 
the  Way  of  all  Intelligence,  and  if  we  Ihould  by  chance- 
have  it,  in  all  likelihood  mall  be  too  late  to  take  Advan- 
tage of  it ;  beHdes,  I  am  told,  there  are  but  few  Winds 
with  which  Ships  can  get  in  or  out  of  Port  Mahon,  andr 
when  they  are  once  there,  the  PafTage  is  fo  narrow  that 
a'  very  fmall  Squadron  can  keep  the  greateft  from  failing 
out. 

But  I  think  nothing  is  plainer,  than  that  it  will  be  ex- 
ceeding difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  keep  the  Ifland  of 
Minorca  without  the  PofTefTion  of  Gibraltar,  at  leaft  it 
will  be  more  expenfive  to  us  than  both  are  now ;  efpe- 
cially  if  France  and  Spain  mould  join  again ;  whick 
Event,  I  think,  we  ought  to  keep  always  in  View,  for 
then  Gibraltar  will  be  the  only  Refource  we  have  to 
carry  on  any  Trade  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  prevent 
the  Union  of  the  French  and  Spanijh  Fleets  with  themfelves 
or  each  other. 

All  the  Objections  (and  many  more)  which  I  have,  be- 
fore made,  againft  the  facility  of  a  Communication  of 
the  different  Ports  of  France  and  Spain  with  one  another,, 
will  beftronger  againft  us;  for  they  have  others,  near  to- 
Gibraltarr  where  Fleets  may  lie  fafe,  and  have  a  chance 
to  efcape  us,  by  catching  at  favourable  Opportunities,  and 
the  Advantage  of  Winds  ;  whereas  we  muft  run  all  Ha- 
zards, and  truft  to  our  Strength  alone,  without  any  Har- 
bour ^to  retreat  to,  in  cafe  of  Storms,  or  other  Acci* 
dents. 

What  Means  have  we  of  fending  Naval  Stores  and 
Recruits  to  our  Garrifons,  and  often  Provifions  for  them,: 
without  a  Port  to  protect  us  during  a  Thoufand  Leagues 
Sailing  ?  Portugal  will  not  be  fuffered  to  receive  or  re- 
lieve us,  and  then  we  muft  run  the  Gantlet  by  tingle 
Ships,  with  fcarce  a  Chance  to  efcape,  or  fend  Convoys 
upon  the  fmallefl  Occafions,  capable  of  fighting  the  li- 
nked French  and  Spanijh  Power  ;  which  will  be  attended 
with  fuch  Difficulties  as  muft  be  allowed  unanfwerable 
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Arguments  in  the  Mouths  of  a  corrupt  Miniftry  to  fell 
that  too,  when  a  fair  Chapman  appears. 

But  it  is  not  only  my  own  Opinion,  but  that  of  much 
better  Judges,  that  thefe  Two  important  Pofts  might  be 
kept  with  little  Charge  to  England,  .even  without  bal- 
ancing the  Advantages  we  receive  by  them  :  Methinks 
it  mould  be  worth  the  Thoughts  and  Leifure  of  a  Britijb 
Parliament  to  afk  a  few  Queftians  concerning  them,  [<viz£ 
Upon  what  Foundation  they  iland  ?  What  becomes  of 
their  Revenues  ?  Whether  applied  to  the  Benefit  of  their 
Governors,  or  to  the  Publick  r  What  Protection  the  Peo- 
ple there  meet  with,  and  what  Civil  Government  is  efta- 
blifhed  amongft  them,  and  how  the  Military  interferes 
with  it  ?  I  doubt  not  but  thefe  Queftions  will  be  anfwer- 
ed  to  Satisfaction,  and  the  Directors  of  our  Affairs,  when 
the  publick  Occafions  will  give  them  leave  to  open  their 
Schemes,  have  Propofals  ready  to  lay  before  our  Repre- 
fentatives,  which  will  make  thofe  t  owns,  and  the  Ifiand 
belonging  to  one  of  them,  as  ufeful  to  the  Publick  as 
they  have  been  hitherto  to  iheir  Governors,  and  fome  o- 
thers.  I  am  perfuaded,  if  they  were  made  Free  Ports,, 
where  all  Nations  might  find  Encouragement  and  Secu- 
rity, they  would  foon  grow  fo  Rich  and  Powerful,  as 
m  a  great  Meafure  to  pay  for  their  own  Prorection. 
Gibraltar  lies  much  more  fortunately  for  Trade  than 
Leghorn y  which  (lands  out  of  the  Way,  and  in  a  Corner  \ 
and  yet,  I  am  told,  the  fingle  Advantage  of  a  Free  Port 
renders  that  Town  one  of  the  greatelt  Articles  in  the 
Grand  Duke's  Revenue, 

This  is  the  Circumilance,  thefe  the  Advantages  of  our 
keeping  the  Poffeflion  of  Gibraltar.  Our  Enemies,  and 
our  Allies  too,  know  them,  and,  1  doubt,  dread  them;, 
and,  I  thank  God,  the  Nation  knows  them.  And  that 
we  could  have  had  no  tolerable  Succefs  in  the  laft  or 
prefent  War  without  this  Town,  therefore  I  cannot  fuf- 
pect  that  fo  wife  and  honeft  a  Miniftry  will  take  any 
fuch  Step  without  the  Advice  of  Parliament. 

We  ought  not  to  be  fuprized  if  the  Nations  o  f  Europe 
and  Africa  mould  wifli  it  in  Hands  lefs  potent  at  Sea,, 
and  who  would  confequently  enjoy  it  more  harmlefly  to 
its  Neighbours  :  It  mull  be  undoubtedly  terrible  to  any 
People  who  would  be  our  Rivals  in  Trade  or  Naval 
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Power,  or  indeed  to  any  State  that  afpires  to  Empire, 
which  can  never  be  accomplimed  without  Flee:s  as  well 
as  Armes. 

But  fure  we  are  not  fallen  into  fuch  Contempt  with 
our  Enemies,  our  Neighbours,  or  our  Allies,  nor  can 
they  have  To  mean  an  Opinion  of  our  Senfe  and  Difcern- 
ment,  and  the  Integrity  of  our  Statefmen,  as  but  to  hint 
{uch  a  Thing  to  them. 

Jf  we  part  with  Gibraltar,  to  what  Purpofe  have  we 
made  War?  To  what  Purpofe  beftowed  great  Sum/,  and 
gained  great  Victories  ?  Have  we  beat  the  Enemy,  and 
forced  them  to  beg  Peace,  and  yet  muft  bribe  them  to 
accept  of  it?  Have  we  conquered,  and  mall  they  give 
Terms,  and  get  Towns  by  lofing  Battles  ?  Or,  if  we  do 
not  part  with  Gibraltar  for  the  fake  of  Peace,  pray 
what  Confideration  are  we  to  receive  for  the  fake  of 
Gibraltar  ?  Sure  we  do  not  make  War  only  for  our 
Allies,  and  leave  our  Allies  to  make  Peace  for  us ;  and 
Peace,  and  War,  are  not  both  made  at  our  Cofts  and 
Charges. 

We  have  given  no  Jealoufy  or  Offence  to  our  Allies, 
in  applying  any  Part  of  our  Force  to  the  Weft  Indies,  or 
in  feizing  and  planting  Countries  there,  as  the  French  have 
done,  but  have  acted  a  faithful;  expenfive,  and  hazardous 
Part  for  our  Allies  ;  and  while  our  Ships  of  War  have 
been  employed  for  them,  our  Merchant  Ships  have 
fallen  by  Scores  into  the  Hands  of  Pirates,  for  want  of 
fufficient  Convoys.  Our  whole  Guinea  Trade  has  been 
lev  this  Year  by  that  Means,  there  being,  as  I  am 
told,  not  one  Man  of  War  to  fpare,  from  the  Service 
of  the  Confederates,  to  defend  it.  Our  Trade  in  every 
other  Branch  of  it,  fuffers  not  a  little  from  this  Fidelity 
of  ours  to  our  Foreign  Friends.  I  fay  nothing  of  the 
prefent  State  of  our  Manufactures,  and  of  our  Poor  ; 
it  is  too  mournful  and  too  manifeir. 

Has  any  Englijh  Miniftry  ever  prefumed  to  propofe  to 
the  King  to  deliver  up  the  Dutchies  of  Bremen  and  Ver-. 
den  in  Order  to  procure  a  Peace  in  the  North,  to  fettle 
the  fo  much  defired  Balance  of  Power  there,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  Charge  to  England  of  fending  out  annual  Fleets 
at  a  very  great  Expence  ?  And  yet,  it  is  faid,  his  Ma- 
jefty,  before  the  lait  Treaty  with  Sweden,  pretended  no 
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Title  to  thofe  Countries,  but  a  Mortgage  from  a  Prince,, 
who  had  no  other  himfelf  than  Conquelt.  And  dares 
any  one  to  propofe  to  a  Britifo  King  the  delivering  up 
to  a  baffled  and  fubdued  Enemy,  the  moft  important 
Place  in  the  World  to  the  Trade  and  Naval  Empire  of 
England,  the  Key  of  Khz  Mediterranean,,  the  Terror  of 
our  Enemies,  and  the  bell:  Pledge  of  new  Friendfhips, 
and  this  too  after  we  have  undoubted  Title  to  it,  x& 
which  thofe  Nations  are  Guarantees,  who  have  the- 
greateft  Intereft  to  wreft  it  out  of  our  Hands  > 

But  to  whom  fhall  this  great  and  moft  important  Con- 
cefiion  be  made?  Not  to  a  provoked,  vanquifhed,  and 
inveterate  Enemy,  to  enable  him  to  revenge  the  Affronts 
he  has  received  :  It  cannot  be  in  Compliment  to  the  Em- 
peror, for  whom  we  are  conquering  Kingdoms  and  Pro- 
vinces ;  nor  to  the  Dutch,  who  would  not  move  to  our 
Affiftance,  but  have  laid  ftill  taking  Advantage  of  our 
Misfortunes,  and  enjoying  the  Fruits  of  our  Labour 
and  Expences :  Much  lets  can  we  fuppofe  it  mould  be 
done  in  Favour  of  France, 

Iconfefs  there  are  many  Reafons  why  they  mould  de- 
fire  it ;  but  they  are  unanfwerable  Reafons  too  why  we 
mould  hear  fuch  a  Proportion  with  Horror.  Every  true 
Englijh  Man  mull  tremble  at  the  growing  Power  of 
France,  to  fee  it,  like  the  Phcenix,  rife  young,  frefh, 
and  vigorous,  out  of  its  own  Allies :  'Tis  a  terrible  as 
amazing,  to  behold  a  defpotick  Government  in  a  few 
Months  poffeffed  of  the  greatefl  Credit  which  ever  ap- 
peared in  the  World,  and  to  clear  itfelf  of  an  Hundred 
Millions  of  Debt,  without  paying  one  Penny  ;  and  this 
done  too,  not  by  any  Adl  of  Power,  but  by  the  Confent 
and  Applaufe  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  New  Fleets  are 
building,  new  Armies  raifing,  new  Countries  planringr 
new  Provinces  conquering,  whilft  we  have  been  loading 
the  Publick  with  new  Debts,  Salaries,  newPenfions,  and 
no  Method  as  yet  propofed,  (I  will  not  fay  thought  of) 
to  eafe  our  Burthens. 

Sure  thefe  can't  be  Reafons  to  take  fuch  a  Thorn  out 
of  the  Foot  of  France,  and  to  remove  fuch  an  Obftacle 
to  their  GreJtnefs :  The  enterprizing  Genius  of  that 
Nation  is  as  well  known,  as  it  is  formidable  to  all  its 
Neighbours,  but  in  particular  to  us.    I  would  afk,  in 
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cafe  of  a  new  Rupture,  what  Refource  we  have  but  in* 
©ur  Fleets,  and  by  the  help  of  Gibraltar,  to  make  it  im- 
practicable for  their  Squadrons  in  the  Ocean  and  Medi- 
|  Hrranean  to  join  ?  We  know  by  woful  Experience, 
what  Help  we  are  to  expect  from  our  Allies,  when  we 
have  no  more  Millions  to  give.  We  are  not  .ible  to 
keep  great  Standing  Armies  at  home,  nor  is  it  confident 
with  our  Liberty  to  do  fo  ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
take  every  Meafure  to  encreafe  our  Naval  Strength,  and 
to  put  new  Bridles  upon  thofe  who  are,  or  may  foon  be,, 
our  Rivals. 

The  Nation  in  the  World  whofe  Power  we  have  moft 
Reafon  to  guard  againft,  is  that  of  France,  and  yet  I 
don't  know  by  what  Fatality  it  has  often  fo  happened 
that  we  have  been  the  unhappy  Inftruments  of  promoting 
it.  Oliver  Cromwel  gave  the  firft  Rife  to  its  Greatnefa- 
at  Land,  and  King  Charles  the  Second  at  Sea  :  The  late 
Queen,  whofe  Heart  was  intirely  Ev.glijh,  by  an  igno- 
minious Peace,  reftored  if,  when  it  was  reduced  to  the 
loweft  Extremity,  and  mud  have  fubmitted  to  any  Con- 
ditions fhe  had  thought  fit  to  impofe.  But  fure  it  will: 
never  be  faid  that  a  Whig  Miniftry,  the  Patrons  of  Li- 
berty, the  conftant  and  declared  Enemies  of  thofe  Pro* 
ceedings,  fhould  act  fo  far  in  Defiance  of  all  their  known 
Principles,  as  voluntarily,  and  unconftrained,  in  the 
midft  of  our  Victories,  to  throw  away  any  part  of  that 
national  Security,  which  even  the  late  Betrayers  pur- 
chafed  at  the  Expence  of  their  Country's  Honour  (and  I 
doubt  was  no  othervvife  to  be  had)  and  which  are  the  only 
Rewards  and  Recompence  of  a  tedious,  fuccefsful,  and 
glorious  War,  carried  on  at  an  immenfe  Expence  of 
Blood  andTreafure,  of  which  we  and  ourPofterity  mail 
long  feel  the  fevere  Effects. 
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A  Letter  to  a  Leading  Great  Many  coji- 
ceming  the  Rights  of  the  People  to  pe- 
tition, and  the  Reajonablenefs  cf  comply* 
ing  with  fitch  Petitions.  By  T.  Gor- 
don, Efqi 

Anno  1720. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  R —  W— - ,  Efq* 
S  I  R, 

TH  E  following  Papers,  which  are  addrefs'd  to  an 
anonymous  Leading  Great  Man,  cannot  improperly 
he  put  into  your  Hands,  cotifidering  the  important  Figure  you 
ha<ve  always  made  in  public  k-  Affairs.  The  warm  and  dif- 
int  ere  fled  Concern  you  have  at  all  Times  (hewn  for  your 
Country  ;  efpeciafly  the  Zeal  with  which  you  formerly  op- 
pofed  a  Corrupt  and  Wicked  Adminiji ]  ration ;  mufi  lead  your 
Countrymen \  upon  every  National  Diftrefs  to  look  to  Ton  : 
and  the  rather  at  this  Time,  when  the  National  Dijirefs 
is  as  much  greater,  as  your  Power  now  is  greater  to  re- 
medy it. 

They  confider  you  not  only  able,  but  willing,  to  relieve 
the  general  Calamity  ;  and  ready  to  punijh,  with  Jirifleft 
Juflice,  the  Authors  and  Abettors  of  that  Calamity:  which 
they  take  to  be  the  firft  Step  towards  re?nocving  their  Grie- 
vances, and  reftoring  Publick  Credit.  Thefe  Sentiments  are 
now  the  Voice  of  the  People  ;  and  that  Voice,  "'tis  not  to 
be  doubted,  will  be  heard  and  complied  with  by  you,  confi- 
der ed  both  as  a  wife  and  vert  no  us  Minijlcr*  They  know, 
that  no  indirect  Methods  can  be  us*d  by  you,  to  protcdl  Cri- 
minals, who  were  wicked  enough,  to  raife  thcmfelves  upon 
the  Ruin  of  their  Country:  They  know%  that  inftead  of 
Jkreening  any  fuch  mighty  Offenders,  you  will  exert  your 
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Vvhfilc  Capacity,  to  bring  to  Light  any  Secrets  of  the  Con- 
spirators. They  knovj,  that  as  you  have  clean  Hands  your- 
\felf,  you  <will  induftricujly  endeavour  to  pumjh  thofe  corrupt 
\  and  mercenary  Wretches.,  <wbo  gave  up  the  Public/?,  that 
\  they  plight  prey  upon  the  Publick.  They  know,  therefore, 
1  that  you  veil!  encourage  and  promote  a  Compliance  vjith 
the  Senfe  of  the  Nation,  exprefs'd  in  this  dutiful  and  pre- 
cedented  Way  of  Petitions. 

This  is  their  Conflation  in  the  midft  of  their  Difrefs  : 
Whereas,  had  you  been  one  of  the  Parricides  ;  or  had  you 
Jhard  underhand  in  any  of  the  Common  Plunder ;  had  you 
ftnee  been  advanced,  to  /belter  any  of  the  Guilty,  or  given 
any  Reafon  to  fufpeel  it,  thereby  to  prevent  the  public  En- 
quiry s  taking  Effect ;    \twpuld  be  a  melancholy  Confidera- 
tipn  to  your  Countrymen  •    And  inftead  of  the  prefent  Plea- 
fure  they  feel,  in  knoviing  fo  Wife,  fo  lioneft,  fo  Uncorrupt 
a  Perfon  as  yourf elf  fills  the  Pofi  you  enjoy,   they  would 
;  then  fujfer  all  that  Uneafnefs,   vjhich  muji  follo-w  from 
I  the  contrary   RefeSiion  •    Inftcad  of  feeing  you  continued^ 
I  with  great  Satisfaction,  in  your  prefent  high  Station  ;  they 
I  <would,  foon,  triumph  over  the  Difgrace  of  One,  ivho  vuas 
an  Enemy  to  his  Country  :  Foi ,  a  Guilty  Great  Man  can* 
not  long  fupport  himfelf  among ft  an  Injured  Free  People* 
1  am9    S  1*R, 

Your  Humble  Servant. 


S  I  R9 

SINCE  you  make  fo  confiderable  a  Figure  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  are  for  weighty  Reafons 
preferred  to  fome  of  the  chiefeit  Trufts ;  I  know  no  other 
fingie  Perfon,  to  whom  a  Subject,  of  the  higheft  Impor- 
tance to  the  Publick,  can  be  fo  properly  addreffed. 

I  would  neverthelefs  not  be  underitood,  as  if  I  fuppo- 
fcd  the  Fate  of  Great  Britain  to  depend  upon  the  Influ- 
ence of  any  one  Man,  how  Great  foever  :  For  your  Part, 
you  muft  certainly  difdain  fuch  a  fulfome  Compliment 
from  fervile-minded  Flatterers.  Although  we  have  been 
'  bafely  bereav'd  of  out  Property,  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  ftill 
remains,  and  will  exert  itfelf  on  worthy  Occafions :  Nor 
are  we,  as  yet,  to  be  managed  like  a  Flock  of  Sheep, 
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who  follow  the  Bell- Weather,  z&  Cato  complained  of  the 
Romans  in  his  Time. 

But  tho'  I  hope  there  is  none  amongft  us,  that  has  it 
in  his  Power  to  ruin  his  Country  ;  there  are  fome,  whofe 
great  Abilities  and  elevated  Station,  may  enable  them  to 
do  it  the  greatelt  Service.  And  if  they  who  have  thefe 
Qualifications,  have  alfo  that  bold  Virtue,  which  Truth 
and  Juftice  mould  infpire,  IntereR,  Inclination,  or  Duty 
will  draw  in  others  to  allift  them. 

You,  Sir,  have  not  only  thefe  Advantages,  but  alfo 
every  other  Requifite,  to  entitle  you  to  the  Appellation 
of  a  Great  and  Leading  Man.  To  qualify  a  Perfon  com- 
pleatly  for  this  Station,  he  rauft  firfl  have  made  a  very 
considerable  Figure  in  the  Court ;  for  upon  this  Emi- 
nence his  Parts  fhine  :  There  he  has  gained  Knowledge 
and  Experience  in  Affairs  of  State,  and  there  he  has  had 
Opportunities  of  making  Creatures  and  Dependants.  Af- 
ter .this,  he  mud  be  turned  out,  and  in  Difgrace,  which 
often  creates  him  an  Interefr.  with  many  of  the  People ; 
nothing  being  more  frequent,  than  to  fee  the  Prince's  call 
Favourites  become  the  Favourites  of  the  Vulgar  ;  the  dif- 
countenanced  and  weaker  Side  being  glad  of  all  Helps, 
efpecially  to  have  a  Leader  of  Importance.  And  laftly, 
he  muft  be  taken  into  Favour  again,  and  courted  and  ca- 
lefied much  more  than  formerly,  T  hefe  are  Circumftan- 
ees  that  cannot  fail  to  render  a  Man  fignirlcant,  and  give 
him  Weight  with  all  Sides,  at  leaft  for  a  Time,  or  tiil 
fome  confiderable  Point  is  gained.  And  perhaps  you  are 
the  only  Initance  that  can  be  produced  in  this  or  any  o- 
ther  Age,  in  whom  fo  many  Things  have  concurr'd  to 
snake  you  necefTary  to  the  Publick. 

But  to  render  a  Perfon  in  your  Station  truly  fervice- 
able,  as  well  as  to  confirm  his  Power  ;  it  muft  appear  by 
all  his  Actions  that  he  takes  more  Care  to  advance  the 
Common  Intereft,  than  to  build  up  his  own  Fortune ; 
that  he  is  not  over- greedy  for  himfelf  ;  that  he  mews  no 
Endeavours  to  engrofs  the  Prince,  or  to  confine  the  Royal 
Favour  only  to  himfelf,  his  Family,  or  Creatures  ;  that 
he  does  not  fb  much  confider  who  are  his  perfonal 
Friends,  as  who  belt  love,  and  can  beft  ferve  the  Pub- 
Ikk  ;  that  he  has  a  difintereftedMind,  clean  Hands,  and 
&a  undaunted  Spirit,  to  purfue  what  is  right,  and  avoid 
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avhat  is  wrong ;  and  that  he  defires  to  have  Power  and 
Jntereft,  rather  by  his  proper  Merits  and  Endowments, 
than  from  the  Station  he  is  in.  When  all  this  becomes 
vifible  both  to  thofe  who  wifti  him  ill,  and  wifh  him  well, 
he  will  quickly  grow  to  have  Authority  with  the  whole 
People, .  and  by  this  means  be  more  powerfully  enabled 
to  promote  the  Service  of  his  Prince. 

You,  Sir,  have  an  Opportunity  now  put  into  your 
Hands  of  giving  the  molt  -diftinguiihing  Marks  of  Af- 
fection to  your  Country,  whereby  you  will  procure  the 
Eileem  of  wife  and  honelt.  Men,  and  fhew  that  you  truly 
deferve  thofe  many  Favours  which  are  already  heap'd 
upon  you  and  your  Friends.  Such  a  Behaviour  as  is  ex- 
pected from  you  at  this  l  ime,  will  raife  your  Virtue  to 
a  Pitch  above  the  reach  of  Envy  and  Detraction,  and 
confirm  that  Character,  which  you  have  merited  on  for- 
mer Occafions,  of  being  a  Jirenuous  Ajfertor  of  the  Li- 
berties of  your  Country.  Your  Attachment  to  this  Prin- 
ciple, cannot  be  more  plainly  manifefted,  than  by  efpou- 
fmg  with  all  your  Might  the  Caufe  of  your  injured  Fel- 
low Subjects,  That  their  Petitions  be  anfixered,  and  their 
Grievances  redrefid. 

If  you  have  lately  difcovered  any  Sentiments  in  this 
Particular,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  other  Patriots, 
and  of  all  Mankind,  I  doubt  not  but  the  declared  Voice 
of  the  People,  in  their  humble  Addreffes  to  the  Par- 
liament from  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  has  by  this 
Time  determined  your  Conduct,  and  that  you'll  hearken 
to  the  general  Cry  for  Jufiice  on  thofe  that  have  betray  d 
and  undone  us.  Perfons  who  poffefs  eminent  Places  in 
the  Commonwealth,  are  the  Servants  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  equally  obliged  in  Duty  to  comply  with  the 
unanimous  Bent  of  the  Subjects,  as  with  the  pofitive 
Commands  of  their  Sovereign  :  Which  can  feldom  clalh, 
when  the  Prince  has  nothing  at  Heart  more  than  the 
Welfare  of  his  People. 

Affairs  are  now  approaching  to  a  Crifis,  Difcontents 
rife  high :  And  it  greatly  concerns  his  Majefty's  Intel-eft, 
and  the  Peace  of  the  Community,  that  thofe  be  given  up 
to  the  general  Refentment,  who  are  the  Objects  of  the 
general  Refentment.  One  of  the  braveft  of  our  Kings, 
Henry  the  Fourth,  removed  from  Court  four  of  his  Ser- 
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vants  at  once,  for  no  other  Peafon,  but  that  they  were 
fo  unfortunate,  as  not  to  be  grateful  to  the  People  :  And 
probably  the  Vices  of  thefe  four  Favourites  were  con- 
cealed from  the  King,  tho'  vifible  toothers.  If  there- 
fore fo  great  a  Monarch  judg'd  it  prudent  not  to  oppofc 
the  Inclinations  of  his  Subjects,  in  a  Point  of  fmaller 
Confequence  ;  it  will  very  ill  become  any  private  Man  to 
think  of  contending  with  the  People,  by  obllrucling 
Juftice  on  thofewho  lie  under  the  heavy  Weight  of  their 
Accufation. 

It  is  therefore,  Sir,  the  more  incumbent  on  you  to  ac- 
quit yourfelf  impartially  in  the  prefent  Affair;  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  the  Generality  are  apprehenfive  of  fome 
extraordinary  Step,  by  the  Promotion  of  a  Genius  like 
your's  ;  which  they  fear  may  be  able  to  protect  Great 
and  Mighty  Criminals  from  the  Indignation  of  their  in- 
jured Fellow  i  ubjecT.  The  common  Clamour  is  againii 
the  late  Dircclors  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  thofe 
who  acted  under  them  :  But  are  there  not  others  equally, 
if  not  more  guilty,  that  directed  them  throughout  the 
whole  Scene  of  Villany,  who  feem,  as  it  were,  to  out- 
brave the  Juftice  of  their  Country,  by  fupporting  them- 
felves  in  their  Stations,  as  if  their  Conduct  had  been  un- 
queftionable  ? 

There  is  not  a  truer  Symptom  of  a  corrupted  and  de- 
praved State,  than  to  fee  Perfons  continued  in  the  Poffefj 
Son  of  Power,  whofe  Innocence  is  generally  fuipecled. 
It  fhevvs  that  Guilt  has  many  Favourer  and  Projectors* 
than  which  there  cannot  be  a  more  melancholly  Profpect. 
But  on  the  other  Hand,  'tis  a  fbolifh  and  defperate  Thing 
for  fmgle  Perfon?,  let  their  Intereft  be  ever  fo  great,  to 
think  of  facing  fo  powerful  an  Enemy  as  the  whole 
People,  by  the  Strength  and  Faction  of  their  Friends. 
An  honeit  Man  and  a  good  Patriot  will  quit  the  Stage  of 
Bufmefs,  and  retire,  rather  than  involve  the  Publick  in 
his  Troubles  or  Misfortunes  ;  for  we  are  to  fuffer  for  our 
Country,  but  our  Country  is  not  to  fuffer  for  us :  Equi- 
dem  pro  P atria  qui  latum  oppetijj'cnt  ftfpe  fando  audit'i  : 
qui  Pat  riant  pro  fe  per  ire  <sequu?n,  hi  primi  inwnti' 
Junt. 

They,  who  in  order  to  their  own  Security  take  up- 
on them  to  play  this  Game,  and  who  feem  to  have 
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drawn  in  many  to  be  concerned  for  them,  will  rind  ac 
laft,  that  inftead  of  real  Friends,  they  have  made  two 
Sorts  of  Enemies  ;  thofe  whom  they  have  provoked,  and 
thofe  whom  they  have  deluded  ;  and  are,  in  the  Event, 
f  ure  to  be  made  a  Sacrifice  to  publick  Neceffity. 

I  would  recommend  to  Men  of  Rank  and  Figure,  if 
fuch  there  are,  who  may  have  incurred  the  Difpleafure 
of  their  Country,  the  refigned  and  fubmiflive  Behaviour 
of  a  certain  great  Man  not  long  fince  ;  who,  tho1  he  was 
brought  upon  the  Stage and  acquitted,  neverthelefsquitted 
his  Poit,  judging  it  not  very  decent  for  a  Perfon  once 
itruc1-:  at,  to  intermeddle  in  the  Affairs  of  Government. 

There  is  alfo  another  Reafon  alledged  by  many  not  fo 
favourable,  which  f  need  not  mention  to  you,  who  are 
bell  acquainted  with  the  Truth. 

Such  a  Behaviour  as  that  Great  Man's  might  perhaps 
in  fome  Meafure,  contribute  to  abate  the  general  Re- 
sentment. But  if  this  (hould  not  be  thought  the  fafeft 
Courfe  by  fome,  who  cannot  well  defend  th^ir  Innocence; 
if  they  have  any  Vertue  left  they  w.  11  rather  chufe  to 
decline  their  Trial  by  a  voluntary  Exile,  and  furler  in 
their  own  Fame,  Eafe  and  Fortune,  than  make  a  Step 
whickmay  tend  to  weaken  the  Laws,  and  whereby  the 
Dignity  and  Majeity  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  lef- 
iened  and  impaired.  For  when  the  Guilty  endeavour  lo 
efcape  by  Power  and  Intereit,  the  Laws  are  fo  far  defpit- 
cd  and  trampled  under,  and  a  Precedent  is  eiiablifhed 
for  Impunity  ;  than  which  nothing  can  be  of  more 
dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Publick.  When  P.  Scifh 
dfrican-asv/as  charged  by  the  Petillii  for  having  fufFered, 
through  his  Neglect,  the  Treafure  of  King  Antiocbus  to 
beembezzel'd,  he  retired  to  Litcrum  (upon  Pretence  of 
Sicknefs)  with  a  Refolution  not  to  Hand  his  Trial.  Yet 
as  to  him  fuch  an  Accufation  would  have  weighed  little, 
put  in  the  Ballance  with  all  his  brave  Exploits  in-  Afruky 
Spain ,  and  Afia:  For  tho'  the  Administration  was  then 
fevere,  'tis  not  unlikely  but  that  fmall  Failing  would  have 
been  forgiven  in  fo  great  a  Man.  But  he  was  not  fo 
puffed  up  with  the  Marks  of  general  Love  and  popular 
Affection,  as  to  outdare  the  Jurtice  of  his  Country,  and 
was  unwilling  to  give  the  Conftitution  fuch  a  Wound  as 
his  Acquittal  mult  have  proved  ;  the  Example  of  which 
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would  have  hurt  the  State  of  Rome,  more  than  Banifh* 
merit  could  hurt  him,  for  it  would  have  opened  a  Gap, 
ai:d  authorized  all  the  Corruptions  that  followed. 

It  cannot  furely  furprize  you  to  find  the  Body  of  this 
Nation  lb  generally  provoked,  at  the  fubtle  Arts  and  En- 
deavours of  thefe  fuperior  Criminals,  to  itifie  all  Evidence 
of  their  Guilt.  '  Pis  this  has  put  the  People  upon  pe- 
titioning their  Reprefentatives,  a  Method  feldom  pra&ifed 
by  them,  except  in  extraordinary  Cafes.  If  every  one,  I 
confcious  of  his  own  Villany,  had  fied  from  Juitice,  as  i 
Mr.  Knight  has  done  (or  was  forced  to  do)  we  could  not 
have  hoped  or  expected  to  have  Juftice  fatisfyed.  But 
when  every  Man  of  them  is  in  our  Power,  and  confident- 
ly attending  the  IiTue  of  the  Proceedings  of  Parliament, 
it  mull  needs  fire  every  honert  Breaft  with  Indignation,  to 
think  that  they  have  fo  long  efcaped  the  Vengeance  due 
to  their  Crimes,  through  the  Default  of  legal  Evidence. 
And  until  by  this,  or  fome  other  Means,  Satisfaction  is 
done  to  a  fullering  People,  it  will  be  difficult  to  put  a 
Stop  to  their  uni<vei fal  Cry  for  Jufiice. 

1  do  not  yet  hear  that  there  are  any,  who  dare  now  be 
bold  enough  openly  to  challenge  or  difpute  the  Right 
which  the  People  have  to  addrefs  their  Sovereign,  or  their 
Reprefentatives,  on  fo  extraordinary  an  Occafion.  But 
I  know  thus  much  has  formerly  been  done ;  and  that 
even  fince  we  had  this  Privilege  confirmed  to  us  in  the 
Claim  of  Right  at  the  Revolution  ;  nay,  there  was  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  a  late  Reign,  which  exprefied 
their  Difpleafure  and  Rcfentment  againtr  thfs  Pra&ice,  in 
one  particular  Inftance,  in  a  very  fmgular  and  remarkable 
Manner.  When  the  Gentlemen,  Freeholders,  and  Ja- 
il ices  of  the  Peace,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  humbly  pe- 
titioned that  honourable  Houfe,  to  go  upon  the  Supplies, 
for  enabling  King  William  to  carry  on  the  War  againlt 
France,  the  Time  having  been  far  fpent,  and  the  Seafon 
approaching  for  opening  the  Campaign,  the  Petition 
was  voted  fcandalous,  inflent,  and  fictitious,  ttnding  to 
defray  the  Confiituiion  of  Parliament,  and  to  fub^vcrt  the  \ 
Efiablijbed  Government  of  this  Realm  ;  and  the  Perfons 
who  delivered  it  were  not  only  taken  into  Cuftody  of  a 
Serjeant  at  Arms,  but  afterwards  committed  to  Prifon,  j 
1  Uave  it  to  your  Judgment,  and  the  General  Opinion  at 
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that  Time,  what  Motives  induced  that  Houie  to  aft  iu 
fuch  Manner  ;  but  from  thence  fome  People  aliumed  a 
Licenfe  to  run  down  the  Practice  of  Petitioning,  as  fac- 
tious, unwarrantable,  and  deftruftive  of  the  Power  and 
Authority  of  Parliaments ;  and  indeed,  there  are  never 
wanting,  on  all  Occafions,  Peifons  fit  to  be  the  Tools  of 
a  Party,  who  are  ready  to  defend  or  impugn  any  Point, 
as  they  receive  Initruftions  from  their  Superiors* 

I  think  therefore,  it  will  not  be  improper  by  way  of 
Anticipation,  to  flop  the  Mouths  of  defigning  Men,  es- 
pecially fmce  there  are  already  many,  who  difcourage 
fuch  a  Procedure  at  this  Time  ;  bafcly  infinuating  the 
ill  Tendency  thereof  towards  inflaming  the  Multitude, 
and  confequently  begetting  a  Civil  War. 

This,  no  doubt,  was  the  Opinion  of  that  grave  and 
judicious  Alderman,  who  fingly  voted  again  ft  the  late 
Petition  of  the  City,  ailedging  that/'/au^j  like  erecting  a 
Beacon  to  alarm  the  Nation,  and  fet  all  in  a  Flame  But 
he  might  with  more  Propriety  have  fpoken  thus,  if  the 
City  and  County  of  Gloucefier  had  not,  by  their  earlier 
Petition,  given  a  worthy  Precede  nt  to  this  great  Metropo- 
lis and  the  whole  Kingdom,  whereby  they  have  purcha- 
fed  to  themfelves  an  immortal  Honour. 

It  feems  to  me,  that  there  cannot  be  a  more  fcandalous 
•-Reflection  on  the  prefent  Parliament,  than  to  fuggeft  dif- 
truitful  Co.ifequences  of  the  Application  of  the  People 
to  their  Reprefentatives,  in  a  reafonable  and  good  Cauie: 
For  it  would  be,  in  effect,  to  involve  the  Parliament  in 
Guilt;  which  no  Man  will  dare  to  think;  and  far  lefs  to 
utter.  Or  can  it  be  imagined,  that  in  the  mod  glorious 
Age  of  Libeny,  it  will  be  reckoned  a  Crime  in  the  Peo- 
ple to  declare  their  juft  Complaints  ;  and  to  approach 
thole  by  Petition,  who  know  their  Grievances,  and  are 
able  to  redrefs  them  ?  The  Right  of  Petitioning  is  a 
Privilege  which  Mankind  could  never  part  with  ;  and 
therefore  it  has  been  indulged  them  in  the  molt  arbitrary 
Governments.  Julius  Ceefar  freely  permitted  it,  when 
his  Will  was  a  Law  to  the  People  of  Rome.  And  his  Si 
ceffors,  fome  of  them  more  tyrannical  than  he,  granted 
the  fame  Liberty,  fo  long  as  the  Lex  Regia  prevailed. 
Refcribere  Frincipiy  to  Petition  their  Emperor,  was  one 
N  z  of 
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of  the  laft  Privileges  that  People  enjoyed.  What  a  Stain 
therefore  would  they  bring  on  the  Memory  of  King 
George's  Reign,  who  infinuate  any  Difpleafure  it  might 
give  hisMajcity  or  his  Government,  to  exert  a  Privilege 
which  the  Rc?nans  were  not  denied  under  a  State  of  1  y- 
ranny  ?  7 he  Government  is  gt&dt  tho'  the  Times  are  bad. 
Our  King  and  Parliament  are  much  difpofed  as  we  can 
pembly  defire,  to  hearken  to  the  Petitions  of  the  People\ 
or  even  to  prevent  them  :  And  the  People,  who  are  ever 
quiet  under  a  rigkt"  Adminiftration,  know  their  Duty, 
and  Will  not  be  tumultuous  nor  unreafonable  in  their 
Complaints ;  fo  that  thole  are  either  very  fha'low,  or 
very  wicke/l,  who  furmife  any  Danger  or  Inconveniency 
to  the  Kingdom  from  the  Multitude  of  Petitions. 

'Tis  the  Interell,  as  well  as  the  Inclination,  of  the 
People  to  live  in  Peace,  and  enjoy  their  own  Labour  ; 
at  ieaft  this  may  be  laid  of  Great  Britain,  for  we  have 
■ieldom  had  open  Ere  aches  and  Divifions,  but  they  pro- 
ceeded from  fome  fatal  Error  or  VVeaknefs  in  thofe  who 
ruled;  which  will  evidently  appear  to  any,  who  take  a 
"VleW  of  the  feveral  Reigns  lrom  the  Norman  Jnvafion 
downwards.  Eut  there  is  no  Precedent  in  ourHiilory, 
where  the  Bcdy  of  the  People  ever  contended  with  their 
own  Representatives,  and  the  King  at  their  Head.  It  is 
a  'i  hing  too  monftrous  tofuppofe  ;  and  if  ever  it  fhould 
happen  (which  God  forbid)  one  may  eafily  conjecture  on 
which  Sice  the  Fault  would  lie. 

When  the  Subjects  are  aggrieved,  injured  oropprefs'd, 
they  know  their  flirt  Remedy,  and  ieldom  or  never 
have  proceeded  to  violent  Methods,  without  having  pe- 
titioned their  Governors  for  Redrefs  in  an  humble  Man- 
ner. But  when  this  has  proved  ineffectual,  they  have 
convinced  their  Sovereigns  to  their  Coft,  how  unreafon- 
able a  1  hing  it  is  to  be  Deaf  to  the  Voice  of  the  People, 
And  we  have  had  both  good  and  bad  Kings,  who  by 
their  Practice  have  owned  thus  much  ;  the  one  fort  vo- 
luntarily, and  the  other  by  Compulfion,  opening  their 
Ears  to  the  Complaints  of  their  Subjects. 

Such  Petitions  were  frequent  in  the  Reigns  of  Edward 
JT,  zx\A  Edward  III.  And  then  even  L  eland  was  allow- 
ed to  rcprefent  its  Grievances,  and  petition  for  a  Par- 
liament. 

Bifhop 
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Bimop  Burnet ■,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  in- 
forms us,  that  Henry  VIII.  told  his  Subjects  when  in 
Arms  againft  him  in  Torkjbir'e,  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  rebelPd,  but  to  have  apply'd  themfelves  to  him  by 
Petition. 

King  James  I.  declared  himfelf  in  this  Point  very 
fully  in  feveral  Proclamations.  He  begins  one  which  was 
published  in  the  i  ith  Year  of  his  Reign,  in  this  remarkable 
Manner  ;  The  Co?nplahit  lately  exhibited  by  certain  Noble- 
men and  others,  of  our  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  fugge fling  Dife 
orders  and  Abufes,  as  well  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  lat~ 
begun  Parliament,  as  in  the  Martial  and  Civil  Govern- 
ment of  the  Kingdom,  voe  did  receive  with  aU  extraordi- 
nary Grace  and  Favour.  And  by  another  Proclamation 
he  declares,  That  it  vjas  the  Right  cf  his  SubjeBs  to 
make  their  immediate  Addrefjts  to  him  by  Petition.  And 
in  another  he  tells  the  People,That  his  own,  and  the  Eat  < 
cf  his  Privy  Council,  did  jlill  continue  open  to  the  jujl  Com- 
plaints  of  his  People. 

And  King  Charles  I.  by  his  Declaration  in  1644.  de- 
clared his  Royal  Will  and  Pleafure,  that  all  his  lowing. 
Subjecls,  who  had  any  jufl  Caufe  to  prefent,  or  co?nplain 
of  any  Grievances,  might  freely  addrefs  themfelves,  by  (heir 
humble  Petitions,  to  his  f acred  Majejiy,  vjho  'Would graci- 
Qufly  hear  their  Complaints . 

Nor  is  this  Condefcenfion  of  our  Kings  to  hearken 
to  the  Grievances  of  their  Subjects,  any  Thing  more  than 
what  the  Law  requires,  for  no  People  have  a  more  ample 
Claim  to  the  Right  of  Petitioning,  than  the  People  of 
Great  Britain.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hob  bard  fays,  Accefs 
to  the  Sovereign  muft  not  be  fhut  up  in  Cafe  of  the  Subjects 
Diflrefs.  And  it  was  one  of  the  Crimes  for  which  the 
Spencers  were  banifhed,  and  afterwards  hang'd,  that  they 
hindered  the  King  from  receiving  and  anfwering  Petitions 
from  great  Men  and  others.  And  one  Article  againU  the 
Lord  Strafford  was,  Tat  he  iffued  out  a  Proclamation  and 
Warrant  of  Rejlraint,  to  inhibit  thf  King's  Subjecls  to 
come  to  the  Fountain,  their  Sovereign,  to  deliver  their  Com- 
plaints, of  Wrongs  and  OpprcJJions.  But  there  cannot  be 
a  more  plain  Declaration  of  this  Right,  than  the  Statute 
of  the  13th  of  Charles  II.  which  neverthelefs  was  made 
to  reiirain  the  free  Practice  of  it.  And  indeed,  there 
N  3  never 
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neve/  \yas  any  Reign  in  which  petitioning  was  fo  much 
difcountenanced  :  Nay,  it  was  prohibited  by  ProvJama- 
I  CMS*  j  tending  to  Sedition  and  Rebellion,  Yet,  Sir,  you 
I  I  .v  \<  ry  well,  that  the  Methods  then  taken,  by  pro- 
cm  ing  Counter-Addreffes,  which  exprefled  an  Abhorrence 
,  and  by  dijfolving  four  Parliaments  fuc- 
ceffively,  (who  did  little,  Buiinefs*  except  thefirft)  for  the 
Regard  they  fhewed  to  the  Voice  of  the  People,  did  rather 
heighten  than  abate  the  univerfal  Dilpleafure  againft  the 
Koeecdi'ngs  of  thofe  Times.  In  that  Juncture,  the  City 
tr  London  gave  an  early  Proof  of  their  Zeal  for  the  Wel- 
fare of  their  Country,  by  petitioning  the  K!ng  for  the 
fitting  of  the  Parliament  in  1679,  to  try  the  Offenders* 
find  redrefs  ail  the  mojl  important  Grievances,  no  othernvife 
to  be  redre/ed.  This  was  in  the  firfl  of  thofe  Parliaments : 
And  the  Commons  in  the  fourth  Parliament  Refold  d, 
iC  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  City  of 
London,  for  their  maniferl  Loyalty  to  the  King,  their 
Care,  Charge,  and  Vigilancy,  for  the  Prefervation  of 
his  Majeliy's  Perfon,  and  of  the  Proteftant  Religion. " 

It  will  never  be  forgotten,  with  what  Vigour  our 
Parliament  did  then  maintain  the  Right  of  the  People  to 
Petition.  Their  feveral  Refolutions  on  this  Head,  are 
fo  many  (landing  Monuments  of  their  everlafting  Fame. 
On  the  20th  of  OSiober  1680.  the  Commons  Re  olv'd, 
Neroine  Contradicente,  'That  it  is,  and  ever  hath  been, 
the  undoubted  Right  of  the  Sub  j  efts  of  England,  to  peti- 
tion the  King  for  the  calling  and  fitting  of  Parliaments, 
and  redreffing  Grievances*  Refolv'd,  That  to  traduce 
fuch  petitioning  as  a  V iolation  of  Duty  ;  and  to  reprefent  it 
to  his  Majejty  as  tumultuous  and  feditious,  is  to  betray  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subject,  and  contributes  to  the  Defign  of 
Jubverting  the  ancient  legal  Confiitution  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  introducing  arbitary  Power. 

Order'd,  T hat  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  of  all 
fuch  Per  fans  as  ba<ve  offended  again ft  thefe  Rights  of  the 
Subjects.  And  Sir  Francis  Wythens  being  found  guilty  in 
this  Particular,  they  voted  him  a  Betrayer  of  the  undoubted 
Rights  of  the  Subjeds  of  England :  And  ordered  that  he 
mould  be  expelled  the  Houfe,  and  that  he  Ihould  receive 
his  Sentence  upon  his  Knees. 
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After  this  the  City  of  Lmdon  having  petitioned  the 
Houfe  Jigainl!  Sir  George  Jefferys,  their  Recorder,  and 
it  being  referred  to  a  Comrnitte,  they  paffed  the  fol- 
lowing Vote  Refolved,  That  this  Committee  is  of  Opinion, 
that  by  the  Evidence  given  to  this  Cymn.it tee  it  docs  appear 
that  Sir  George  JefFerys^  Recorder  of  the  City  ^/"London, 
by  traducing  and  obfimcling  petitioning  for  the  fitting  of 
this  Parliament,  hath  betrayed  the  Rights  of  the  SiwjcSt. 
To  which  the  Houfe  agreed,  and  'twas  ordered,  that 
an  humble  Addrcfs  be  made  to  his  Majefiv  to  remove  him  out 
of  all  publick  Of  ices.  They  farther  order'd,  that  the 
Committee  mould  enquire  of  all  fuch  Perfons  as  had  been 
adviiing  or  promo  jng  of  the  Proclamation,  itil'd  a 
Proclamation  againfi  tumultuous  Petitioning.  And  the 
Grand  Juries  of  the  Counres  of  Somerfet  and  Dew?, 
having  expreffed  their  Deteftation  of  fuch  Petitioning, 
the  Houfe  ordered,  that  the  two  Foremen  of  the  Juries, 
two  others,  fhould  be  lent  for  into  Cuftody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms,  to  anfwer  for  Breach  of  Privilege  (as  they 
called  the  Abhorrence  of  Petitioning)  by  them  committed 
again  ft  the  Houfe.  They  alfo  voted,  that  on  Thomas 
Herbert,  Efq;  fhould  be  fent  for  in  Cuftcdy,  for  profe- 
cuting  John  Jrnold,  Efq;  at  the  Council  Table,  for 
promoting  a  Petition,  and  procuring  Subfcriptions.  To 
them  they  added  two  others  upon  the  fame  Account, 
whom  they  called  Betrayers  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Suhjefi . 
And  laftly,  they  ordered  an  Impeachment  agahtft  Sir 
Francis  North,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  Sir 
William  Scrogs,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  Sir 
Thomas  Jones,  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  fame  Bench, 
and  Sir  Richard  Wefton,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, for  advifing  Proclamations  againfi  Petition- 
ing. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  laid  before  you  the  Senfe  of  an 
Englijh  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  refpeel  to  this  Right 
of  Petitioning.  Their  Behaviour  in  averting  it,  will  be 
as  thankfully  remember'd  by  all  Pofterity,  as  it  it  worthy 
to  be  imitated  on  every  the  like  OccaMon,  by  their  Suc- 
cefTors  in  the  fame  Truft  and  Honour.  And  if  they  had 
been  fuffer'd  to  fit,  to  do  this  Nation  the  Service  they 
intended,  the  Petitions  of  the  People  would  have  been 
comply'd  with  ;  and  the  Betrayers  of  their  Country 
N  4  givea 
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given  up  to  their  Refentment.  Jn  which  Cafe,  we 
jhould  not  have  had  a  Popilh  SucceiTor,  nor  known 
the  Calamities  we  havefince  undergone  on  that  Account. 
But  iuch  are  the  fatal  Conferences  of  difregarding  the 
Voice  cf  the  People  ! 

Sir,  the  People  of  Great  Britain  will  not  be  difre- 
gudcd.  Experience  tells  us,  that  it  is  not  fafe  to  pro- 
voke them,  who  know  their  own  Privileges  fo  well, 
and  how  to  afTert  the  fame.  King  John  was  obliged  by 
Force  to  redrefs  the  Grievances  of  the  Nation,  when  the 
milder  Methods  of  petitioning  and  remonftrating  proved 
incfFcAaal ;  and  alio  to  confirm  by  his  great  Charter  the 
Liberty  of  the  People,  to  even  compel  him  for  the  fu- 
ture, in  Cafes  of  the  like  NecefTity,  by  feizing  hisCajiles, 
v  lands,  and  Revenues,  and  by  purfuing  thofe  to  utter  De- 
forM8hp%  that  jhould  take  up  Arms  for  him.  And  when 
he  afterwards  broke  his  Oath  and  Promife,  the  Barons 
laid,  What  /hall  <zve  do  with  thts  vcieked  King  t  If  we 
let  him  alone,  he  will  defiroy  us  and  our  People ;  it  is  ex- 
pedient therefore,  that  he  be  expelled the  Throne,  vje  v:ill 
not  have  him  any  longer  to  reign  over  us  ;  And  according- 
ly, in  a  General  Mffemblyy  with  the  Approbation  of  all  the 
Realm,  thty  adjudged  him  unworthy  to  be  a  King.  To 
this  efFecl  we  find,  according  to  the  Cullom  of  thole 
'J  imes,  a  long  Rhyme  in  the  Chronicle  of  Mailtos,  de- 
ploring the  Infelicity  of  that  Affair,  That  the  Body  Jhould 
attempt  to  rule  the  Head,  and  the  People  to  be  above  their 
King  ;  but  adding,  that  there  was  a  great  and  manifold 
Ntcej/Jty  that  it  jhould  be  fo, 

Ordiuem  prtvpofterum  Anglia  faneivit9 
Mirum  diciu  dicitur  tale  quis  audivit  t 
Nam  prreeffe  Capiti  Corpus  concupivit  ; 
Regem  juum  regere  Populus  queefivit. 
Caufa  tamcn  multiplex  illud  exigebat,  Sec. 

'Tis  this  Confideration  of  the  Power  of  the  People, 
which  makes  an  honeft  Houfe  of  Commons  terrible  to 
potent  O finders,  who  are  very  well  allured,  that  they 
will  always  be  feconded  by  the  irrcfilKbie  Power  and  In- 
cl  nation  of  the  Ptople.  And  of  this  the  Mmifters  of 
King  Charles  II.  were  highly  fenfible,  vWien  they  vtntur- 
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ed  upon  the  mod  dangerous  Courfes,  Prorogations  and 
Diffolutions  of  Parliaments,  by  which  alone  they  could 
defend  themfelves  from  the 'Effect  of  their  Refentment. 
Such  an  Expedient,  however,  will  never  be  attempted, 
but  in  weak  and  wicked  Reigns.  Some  of  our  Kings 
have  chofe  rather  to  facrince  their  deareft  Favourites, 
than  to  run  the  Hazard  of  their  own  Ruin,  by  fo  de- 
fperate  a  Proceeding.  Henry  Iff.  who  exafperated  the 
Nobility  and  People,  by  keeping  evil  Counfellors  abouC 
his  Perfon,  and  being  obftinately  bent  to  protect  them, 
found  it  his  Intereft  at  laft  to  come  to  his  Parliament,  and 
to  confent  to  their  Requefls,  by  removing  the  Bifhop  of 
Winton,  and  baniming  Peter  de  Rivalis,  his  two  beloved 
Favourites.  Nay,  the  Parliament  fent  him  a  Meflage, 
that  if  he  would  not  do  this,  They  all  by  the  common 
Council  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  would  expel  him  with  his 
evil  Counfellors  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  confult  about  the 
Creation  of  a  new  King.  And  you  know,  Sir,  that  K. 
Charles  1.  was  obliged  to  devote  his  chief  Miniiler,  the 
Earl  of  Strafford,  to  Deltru&ion,  by  confenting  to  the 
AcT:  of  Attainder  againft  him.  The  Mention  of  which 
Great  Man,  puts  me  in  mind  of  Another,  for  whom 
you,  Sir,  have  no  fmall  Kindnefs,  who  has  thought  fit 
to  imitate  him  in  this  Particular,  of  making  an  Oppofiti- 

on  to  the  Court  in  the  H  e  of  (J  ns  the 

Road  to  Preferment.  He  indeed  was  the  firft  that  ever 
did  fo,  and  from  an  eminent  Patriot  became  the  chief 
Affertor  of  defpotick  Power  :  But  whoever  is  relolv'd  to 
follow  his  Steps,  let  him  withal  remember  his  Fate. 

All  Ages  give  us  Initances  of  Princes,  betray'd  by  the 
Craft  and  Faifhood  of  ill  Minifters,  when  they  have  once 
gained  Credit  to  have  their  bold  Advice,  given  behind 
the  Curtain,  put  in  Execution,  contrary  to  the  Interefts 
of  the  People.  We  find  that  King  Edward  the  Second, 
for  following  evil  Counfel,  and  refufing  to  hearken  to  the 
Voice  of  the  People,  was  by  Ad-vice  and  Confent  of  all  the. 
Prelates,  Earls  and  Barons,  and  of  the  whole  Community 
of  the  Kingdom,  depofed from  the  Government. 

We  have  another  remarkable  Inftance  in  Richard  IL 
to  whom  his  Parliament  fent  MefTages,  to  declare  to  hirn 
among  other  Things,  That  they  found  in  an  ancient 
Statute,  and  it  had  been  done  in  fad  not  long  he  for  e^  that 
N  S  $ 
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if  the  King,  through  any  e*i)il  Counfel,  or  foolijb  Contu- 
macy, or  out  of  Scorn,  or fome  petulant  Wilfulnefs9  or  any 
other  irregular  Way,  fiall  alienate  himfelf  from  his  Peo- 
ple, &rc.  that  then  it  /hall  he  lawful  for  them,  to  depofe 
that  fame  King  from  his  Rcyal  Throne. 

King  James  II.  is  the  lateft  Example,  who  oppofed 
the  Voice  of  the  People,  by  adhering  to  the  Compels 
and  Intrigues  of  wicked  Men,  and  thereby  loft  his  King- 
doms. He  would  not  receive  the  Complaints  of  his  Sub- 
jects, but  imprifoned  the  Bifhops  for  humbly  petitioning. 
When  their  Grievances  were  become  intolerable,  the 
People  invited  a  Force  to  compel,  him  to  tedrefs  them. 
And  one  of  the  principal  Motives  ;  which  inclined  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  arliit  them,  was  to  traverfe  the  wick- 
ed Advice  and  Counfel  of  the  Minifters  of  that  and  the 
former  Reign,  as  appears  by  his  Declaration  from  the 
Hague  the  ioth  of  October,  1688,  which  fays,  That  thefe 
evil  Counfellors  that  had  then  Credit  with  King  James,  had 
overturn '  d  the  Laws,  Liberties  and  Religion  of  the  Realm, 
and  fubjecled  all  'Things  to  an  arbitrary  Power  ;  and  he 
enumerates  the  vilianours  Advice  and  Practice  they  were 
guilty  of,  particularly,  Thai  they  procured  the  Pjrliament 
to  be  diffolved,  when  they  could  not  prevail  with  the  Mem- 
bers to  comply  with  their  wicked  Deftgns,  Therefore  the 
Declaration  adds,  That  the  Prince  came  over  with  a 
Force  fufheient  to  defend  himfelf from  the  Violence  of  thefe 
evil  Coun/ellors.  This  Declaration  was  feconded  by  the 
Refolutions  of  the  States  General,  the  28th  of  the  fame 
Month,  who  thereby  declare,  they  affiited  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  becaufe  King  James,  by  ill  Counfel,  and  guided 
by  his  Minifters,  attempted  to  Jubvert  the  Fundamental 
Laws  and  Religion  of  the  Nation,  &c.  The  Lords  and 
Commons  in  the  Convention,  were  alfo  of  the  fame 
Opinion  with  the  Prince  and  States,  and  therefore  in 
their  Declaration  of  their  Rights  and  Privileges,  prefent- 
ed  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,,  the  i^th  of 
February  following,  They  declared,  That  King  James, 
by  the  Jjfiftance  of  evil  Counfellors  and  Minifters  employ  d 
by  him,  did  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  P  rot  eft  ant  Religion y 
and  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of  the  Kingdom, 

You  fee.  Sir,  it  is  manifeft,  from  the  foregoing  Exam- 
ples (and  I  could  mention  many  more  if  it  were  neceffa- 
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ry)  how  dangerous  a  Thing  it  is  for  bad  Princes,  ^nd 
their  evil  projecting  Minifters,  to  flight  the  Complaints 
of  the  People,  As  for  Parliaments,  I  mull  confefs,  that 
there  can  hardly  an  Inftance  be  given  of  one,  before  the 
Age  we  live  in,  which  greatly  difobliged  the  People: 
Nor  would  ever  any  fince,  have  merited  their  Difplea- 
fure,  if  the  Artifices  of  the  Court,  in  fome  of  the  late 
Reigns,  had  not  biafs'd  and  retrained  them  from  their 
Duty  to  their  Country.  Parliaments  were  always  rec- 
koned the  proper  Guardians  of  Liberty  and  the  Laws, 
and  a  neceilary  Fence  againft  the  arbitrary  Power  of 
Princes.  For  which  Reafon,  they  have  ever  been  unea- 
fy  to  fuch  as  had  a  Mind  to  contend  with  the  People 
about  their  Rights.  The  Mini  dry  of  King  James  1, 
made  him  afraid  of  Parliaments,  as  an  Eclipfe  of  his 
Power ;  fo  that  he  was  always  glad  to  be  rid  of  them  be- 
fore the  neceflary  Bufinefs  of  the  Kingdom  was  done. 
Under  Kir.g  Charles  L  they  proceeded  farther  to  que- 
ftion  their  Authority,  and  controul  their  Proceedings,  and 
to  tofs  them  up  and  down  by  fudden  Adjournments,  Pro- 
rogations and  DifTolutions,  till  at  lall,  it  was  refolved  to 
have  no  more  Parliaments,  and  to  forbid  the  People  to 
make  Mention  of  Them  ;  the  Confequence  of  which  de- 
ftruclive  Counfeis,  fell  heavy  on  the  Authors,  and  were 
fuch  as  I  dread  and  abhor  to  remember.  But  they  toolc 
different  Meafures  in  the  following  Reign,  to  fubvert 
our  Confti  ution,  as  to  Parliaments  :  For,  having  found 
by  Experience,  that  a  Free-Parliament  could  not  be 
awed,  they  refolved  to  attempt  that  by  Fraud,  which 
was  not  to  be  compaffed  by  Force.  And  thus,  you 
know,  Sir,  began  the  damnable  invented  PrcjcB  of  cor- 
rupting Parliaments,  which  profper'd  fo  well  «t  fir'fcr,  that 
the  King  thought  fit  to  continue  one  near  eighteen  Years. 
The  fame  Method  has  been  taken  in  fucceeding  Reigns, 
to  the  almolt  undoing  England ;  and  indeed  it  is  fo  fure 
a  Way  to  com  pleat  its  Ruin,  that  we  may  already  won- 
der that  we  have  fo  much  as  the  Name  of  a  Free-Peo- 
ple left. 

Nothing  but  a  free  and  uncorrupt  Parliament,  can 
fave  the  Nation  at  this  Time;  a  Parliament,  which  will 
grant  the  Petitions  of  the  People,  who  unanimoufiy 
pray  for  Redrefs  of  Publick  Offenders,    And  'tis  our 

only  . 
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only  furviving  Comfort,  that  fuch  a  Parliament  as  the 
People  want  and  wifti  for,  is  now  fitting.  As  it  is  the  Duty, 
and  has  been  the  Praclice  of  fuch  of  our  Kings,  who 
have  been  f;  ithful  to  the  Truft  repofed'  in  them  by  the 
People,  and  regardful  of  their  own  Honour,  to  puniih 
their  Officers  and  Minifters  for  Malverfation  :  (uitneis 
King  Alfred,  who  caufed  forty  four  Juilices  to  be  hang'd 
in  one  Year,  for  illegal,  falfe  and  corrupt  Judgments; 
fo  it  belongs  to  our  Parliaments  to  redrefs  the  Grievan- 
ces occafioned  by  the  Executive  Part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  other  National  Grievances,  and  to  puniih 
guilty  Minifters,  and  other  great  Offenders.  Of  this 
atli  Ages  give  us  Precedents ;  and  nothing  has  been  fo 
mifchievous  to  the  Kingdom,  as  the  Supinenefs  of  feme 
late  Reigns,  in  not  making  fo  frequent  and  fignal  Exam- 
ples among  the  Minifterial  Difpenfers  of  our  Laws,  and 
among  the  Officers  of  our  Kings;  as  our  Anceilors  us'd 
10  do. 

I  hope  you  don't  think,  Sir,  that  I  accufe  any  Per- 
sons, who  have  a  Share  in  the  prefent  Adminiilration  ; 
God  forbid  there  fhould  be  any  Room  to  fufpecl  them. 
Yet  you  mult,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  we  have  great 
and  powerful  Offenders  to  deal  with  But  there  is  no 
Man  fo  great,  that  a  Britfh  Parliament  cannot  reach  ; 
nor  no  Art  fo  deep,  that  they  cannot  difcover.  I  have 
read  of  a  Country  where  there  was  a  conrlant  Series  of 
Mifmanagement  for  many  Years  together,  and  yet  no 
Body  was  punifhed  ;  when  Offices  were  given  in  the  Na- 
ture of  Bribes  and  Penfions,  and  conftantly  taken  away 
upon  Non  compliance  with  the  Court  Meafures ;  when 
by  fplittirg  of  Places  among  feveral  Perfons,  which  were 
formerly  executed  by  one,  or  by  reviving  fuch  as  were 
funk,  or  by  creating  others  which  were  altogether  ufelefs 
or  unneceflary,  or  by  Promifes  of  Preferment  to  thofe 
who  could  not  prefently  be  provided  for,  the  Court  had 
made  above  two  hundred  Members  absolutely  dependent 
on  them.  But  bltffed  be  God,  we  live  in  better  Times  \ 
We  have  a  gracious  King,  who  makes  his  Intereft  the 
feme  with  that  of  his  People,  and  a  Parliament  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  People's  Liberties  ;  who  will  let  the  whole 
World  fee  that  they  are  neither  to  be  perverted  by  Places, 
$r  deceiv'd  by  falfe  Appearances ;  that  they  know  how 

to 
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to  honour  and  reverence  his  Majefty,  and  punim  the  De- 
ftroyers  of  their  Country. 

As  for  you,  Sir,  I'm  perfuaded  it  mud  now  be  your 
Opinion,  that  nothing  at  prefent  could  more  contribute 
to  undo  us,  than  to  be  fupine  and  indifferent,  when  the 
greateft  Villanies  have  been  committed,  and  to  manage 
the  Difcovery  with  a  cold  Profecution.  But  if  you  think 
there  are  fo  many  engaged  in  the  late  Confpiracy  againuV 
their  Country,  that  'tis  advifable  to  connive,  and  not 
profecute  it  any  farther  ;  Fm  fure,  if  it  is  fo  formidable 
than  'tis  dangerous  to  enquire  farther  into  it,  it  is  much 
more  dangerous  to  let  it  alone. 

A  Supplement  to  the  London- Journal  of 
March  25,  172 1  5  being  the  State  of 
the  Cafe  relating  to  the  Surrender  of  Mr. 
Knight,  Farther  Ccnjidered.  By  T. 
Gordon,  Efq-> 

Anno  1728. 

To  the  Author  of  the  London  Journal. 
SIR, 

MR.  Knight  being  ftill  -protested  at  Antwerp,  not* 
withftanding  the  prefjing  Inftances  made  by  His 
Mtijejiy  for  bis  Surrender  ;  1  dejire you  wil/9  as  a  Supple- 
ment to  your  Paper  of  the  z^th  of  laft  Month,  give  the 
following  Argument  to  the  Publick  as  foon  as  pojftble ; 
which  1  have  jujl  received  in  a  Letter  jrom  a  very  great 
Civilian  at  Bruilels  ;  and  which  I  have faithfully  tranflat- 
ed,  that  the  Englifh  Nation  may  fee  the  Sentiments  of  a 
Brabander,  upon  the  great  Point  in  Queftion,  between  the 
High  and Mighty  States  of Brabant,  and  our  Abused  and  Un- 
happy Country, 

I  am,  SIR, 

jdpril  21, 

J7zr»  Your  Confiant  Friend. 
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A Native  of  Great  Britain,  and  Perfon  In  a  publick 
Office,  where  he  had  the  Management  of  publick 
Money,  being  fufpe&ed  of  Malverfation,  was  perfonally 
and  juridically  cited  to  appear  before  competent  Judges, 
to  anfwer  to  Interrogatories  relating  to  certain  Facls 
laid  to  his  Charge  ;  which  was  comply'd  with  accord- 
ingly :  But  he  (faring  a  Decree  againft  him  of  bodily 
Jmprifonrnent)  takes  his  Meafure  to  efcape,  and  actually 
flies  the  Kingdom  ;  carrying  with  him  (as  'tis  prefumed) 
confiderable  Sums,  as  well  in  Money  as  Effects.  And 
after  having  croffed  the  Sea,  and  Flanders,  and  Brabant, 
as  far  as  to  Tirlemont,  ( with  an  apparent  Intention  of 
leaving  Brabant  J  he  there  is  overtaken  and  feized  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Government. 

The  Queflion  is, 

Whether  any  Potentate,  Authority ',  or  Judge,  being  there-* 
to  duly  required,  can,  with  Juftice,  rcfufe  to  furrendtr  the 
Perfon  fo  arrefied,  and  hinder  his  tranffort  out  of  Brabant  ; 
in  order  to  be  delivered  to  the  Power  fo  claiming  and  de- 
manding him  ? 

The  Opinion  is  in  the  Negative. 

In  order  to  coniider  the  Queftion  thoroughly,  we  mud 
in  the  firft  place  examine,  upon  what  Eoundation  fuch  a 
Refufal  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  laid  ;  and  mew  that  none 
of  them  are  of  any  Avail  in  the  prelent  Cafe. 

This  Refufal  may  be  founded  upon  two  Heads ; 

The  Firft,  is  the  Right  of  Asylum  or  Refuge  Ample 
and  common. 

The  Second,  is  the  particular  Privileges  of  Brabant, 
granted  to  them  by  the  1 7th  Article  of  the  Joyful  Entry*, 
which  forbids  the  tranfporting  of  a  Prifoner  out  of  the 
Province. 

As 

*  Item,  Dat  fo  v/at  Perfoon  binnen  onfen  Lande  van  Brabant  ende 
^an  OverMaeze,  ghevangen  wort,  dat  wij  dicn  niet  en  fullen  doen  voe- 
jren,  n©ch  laeten  voeren  ghevangen  buijten  onfen  voorfz  Lande. 
Tranjlatcd  'verbatim. 

Itemy  That  if  any  Perfon  within  our  Territories  of  Brabant  and 
Over  Maeze,  be  made  a  Prifoner,  that  we  tfiali  not  order  fuch  a  Per- 
fofl?  nor  permit  him  to  be  carried  Prifoner  out  of  our  aforefaid  Terri- 
tories* 
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As  to  the  Right  of  Azylum  or  Refuge,  *ris  neither 
founded  upon  DrVine  Right,  nor  the  Right  of  Nature* 
nor  the  Right  of  Nations,  but  purely  pofitive.  [dins 
furement  pofttif]  On  the  contrary:  Suum  mi  que  tri- 
buere>  &  crimina  non  relinquere  impunita,  [  to  give  to 
every  Man  his  Due,  and  not  to  leave  Crimes  unpunifh- 
ed,]  is  agreeable  to  all  Right.  And  in  order  to  diiiin- 
guilh,  whether  the  pretended  Right  of  Azy/um  can  take 
place,  we  mull  c©nfider  the  Cafe  either  as  Criminal  or 
Civil. 

It  is  moll  certain,  that  even  in  Germany  (where  by 
Reafon  of  the  great  Numbers  of  Princes  and  States,  the 
Jealoufy  of  their  Privileges,  in  relation  to  the  Azylum, 
or  of  giving  Refuge  and  Protection  [called  freijhung\ 
is  greater  than  any  where  elfe )  the  Perfon  now  arretted, 
would  never  have  had  the  Privilege  of  Azylum  :  For  there 
'tis  properly  defigned,  pro  fubditis  &  etiam  for  en  [thus  in 
frincipis  tcrritorio  delinquentibii^  [For  SubjeBff  and  alfo, 
for  Strangers  J  ranfgr  effing  within  the  territories  of  the 
Prince.']  For  which,  the  decifive  Reafon  in  the  Cafe  of 
Foreigners  is,  That  the  Perfon  committing  the  Fault  or 
Delinquency  within  the  Territory  of  the  Prince,  may  be 
faid  to  violate  only  the  Jurifdiclion  of  the  Lord,  and  not 
of  any  other  Prince  ;  and  therefore  he  againfr,  whom  the 
Crime  is  committed,  may  remit  the  Crime :  [/;/.  Pro 
Fore? f  bus  :  Quod  delin^uens  in  Prinipis  territorio  folum- 
modo  jurifd'uiionem  Domini,  [non  <vero  alterius  Frinci- 
pis) violare  dicatur.  Ideo  hanc  injuriam  quoque  remittere 
pot  eft  is  in  quern  injuria  commifa  eft .  Quod  njariis  ra- 
tionibus  conjir?nat  Nico/aus  ah  EhrenbacB  Trafi.  dejurs 
Azyli  ] 

And  although  that  upon  the  Difpute,  Whether  a 
Prince  of  the  Empire,  fetting  up  an  Azylum  or  Right  of 
Refuge  in  any  City  of  his  Dominions,  can  beftow  upon 
it  fo  great  a  Privilege,  as  that  ^Foreigner  being  a  De- 
linquent, or  committing  his  Crime  out  of  the  Dciminions 
of  the  faid  Prince,  [which  is  the  prefent  Cafe]  can  enjoy 
fo  far  an  Immunity,  that  this  Azylum  or  Right  of  Refuge 
can  be  of  Force  and  Extenfion  to  all  the  Criminals  in 
the  Empire  ?  I  fay,  although  the  Affirmative  of  the  Cafe 
thus  ftated  may  be  probable,  grounded  principally  upon 
this,  Becaufe  the  Avocations  and  Commiiiions  of  Delin- 
quent! 
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q dents  do  no-zu  depend  upon  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the 
Prince  of  the  Territory,  whether  he  will  fend  back  the 
Delinquent  at  the  Inllance  of  the  Requirer  or  not  ? 
Yet  ail  Authors  agree,  That  thefe  fort  of  Asylums  (fo' 
commended  in  Deuteronomy  and  Jofbua)  are  only  fo  far 
praiie-worchy,  and  ought  of  right  to  fubfiit,  whilft  they 
afford  Protection  (not  to  voluntary  Delinquents,  nor  to 
deceitful  ones)  but  to  imprudent  Perfons  :  hate  Azyla  tan- 
turn  Laudcm  mtreri^  taf  de  Ji  re  fubjijierc,  quando  patro- 
cixantur  non  hjbluntartis  nec  dolcJIs  [Den  Muthzvinligen 
und  <v9rfetzlicben~]  fed  i?nprudentibus . 

Now  that  the  Malverfations  which  a  Perfon  commits, 
in  his  Office,  and  in  the  Money  depending  thereon,  are 
voluntary  and  deceitful  Crimes,  is  as  clear  as  pofhble,  and 
is  further  confirmed  by  the  Flight  of  the  Delinquent  out 
of  Great  Britain  ;  which  excludes  him  from  the  Right 
of  Azylum  in  all  Nations  ;  more  efpecially  he  having 
been  perfonally  cited,  and  having  aniwercd  to  Interro- 
gatories, (which  is  a  Commencement  of  a  criminal  Pro- 
cedure)the  Delinquent  being  fixed  and  limited  to  a  certain 
Town,  Province,  or  Kingdom  for  his  Prifon  ;  in  which 
Cafe  ;  (were  there  no  other)  the  Right  of  Refuge  in  a 
Foreign  Country  is  very  difputable  ;  I  lay,  upon  this 
very  Head. 

And  without  entering  into  the  Difcuffion  of  this  Quef- 
tion,  'tis  not  to  be  believed,  that  the  Sovereign  will 
ever  grant  a  Protection  or  Asylum  in  his  Territories  to  a 
Delinquent  who  ivas  but  a  Paffengcr  thorough  them,  and 
was  already  upon  the  utmoft  Limits  of  them,  in  order  to 
iave  himfelf  in  feme  other  Country. 

Befides,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  That  the  German  Au- 
thors, treating  of  this  Matter,  fpake,  de  forenfbus,  fed 
fub  Imperio  ;  [of  Foreigners,  but  fuch  as  are  under  the 
Jurifdi&ion]  and  not  of  abfolute  Strangers  :  Forafmuch 
as  'tis  commonly  received  among  all  Potentates  of  the 
Earth,  who  are  not  in  actual  War,  (and  in  particular,  by 
the  Great  Allies)  that.  Princes  take  not  the  Subjects  or 
Vaflals  of  each  other  into  their  Protection,  without  their 
Prince's  particular  Confent,  let  the  Cafe  be  either  Crimi- 
nal or  Civil  (as  Bodin,  in  his  Treatife,  de  Republican  very 
well  obferves unlefs  the  Perfon   fo  protected  were 
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banijhedby  his  Prince.  This  agrees  with  Solon  s  Law, 
which  forbids,  that  any  Foreigner  mould  h  we  the  Right 
of  Burgefsfhip  in  Athens*  who  was  not  banijhed 'from  his 
own  Country  ;  and  without  giving  thefe  Infiances,  we 
may  generally  fay,  in  the  Terms  of  the  Law,  That  the 
Right  of  Burgefsihip  is  not  loft,  nor  the  Power  of  the 
natural  Prince  over  his  Subject  taken  away  by  Reafon  of 
his  changing  his  Place  or  Country, 

1  Lis  very  true,  that  often  Princes  do  draw,  and  en- 
tice Strangers  to  them,  either  upon  the  Score  of  Re- 
ligion, or  to  People  their  Country,  or  in  order  to  weaken 
the  Power  of  their  Neighbours,  or  to  gain  excellent  Ar- 
tificers, and  Perfons  of  fuperior  Abilities,  or  upon  other 
Views.  But  on  the  other  hand,  we  likewife  fee  that  all 
Prmces  do  what  is  in  their  Power  to  hinder  this  Practice, 
by  forbidding  their  Subjects  to  quit  their  Dominions  with- 
out Leave  :  Thus  'tis  in  Britain,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
Naples,  and  elfewhere  ;  the  Nobility  of  which  cannot 
abfent  themfelves  without  Permiflion. 

And  altho1  the  Low  Countries  (efpecially  Brabant)  be 
a  very  free  Country,  where,  according  to  the  Ordinances 
of  the  Year  1312,  Strangers  might  come  and  cftablifti 
their  Houfholds,  and  thefe  might  afterwards  remove 
themfelves  whither  they  pleafed  :  Yet  the  feveral  Pla- 
cards of  the  1  8th  of  September,  1567  ;  the  ift  of  July, 
1609;  the  1  5th  of  November,  1627,  with  the  Notes  of 
Zipetis  de  notitid  Juris  Belgici,  according  to  the  Cuitoms 
of  Flanders,  by  him  cited,  mew  that  this  Liberty  is  very 
much  limited  in  feveral  Particulars;  and  even  in  our 
Days  we  fee  the  Fifcals  exert  themfelve%  when  the  Cafe 
touches  the  Confervation  of  the  Good  of  the  State,  in 
whatfoever  Province,  City,  or  Fraternities  of  Trade 
(  wherein  the  Diminution,  or  Difadvantage  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  may  be  concerned)  it  may  happen.  And  therefore 
(over  and  above  the  feveral  Treaties)  Princes  make  By- 
Laws  and  Ordinances  for  the  Confervation  of  the  State, 
which  ought  certainly  to  be  reckoned  among  the  Funda- 
mental Laws,  tho'  they  may  not  perhaps  be  called  by 
that  Name.  And  we  may  conclude  with  Bodinus,  that 
Princes  are  accuftomed  among  themfelves  for  this  Reafon 
to  put  in  force  Rogatory  CommiJJtonsfii  Letters  of  Marque, 

to 
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to  make  their  Subjects  obey,  and  to  evoke  or  reclaim- 
the  Caufes  and  Purfuits  againll  them,  (except  ia  Cafes  of 
Right  determined  :)  and  upon  this  Point  we  often  fee 
War  declared  between  the  Princes  requiring  and  refu- 
ting. 

Now  as  to  the  Second  Head  founded  upon  the  particu- 
lar Privileges  of  Brabant,  this  ought  not  to  come  under 
Confederation  till  the  Perfon  arretted  has  declared,  by 
fome  Remonttrance,  that  he  infifts  upon  it,  and  pretends 
to  make  his  ufe  of  it.  For  whofoever  builds  upon  a  Pri- 
vi'ege,  ougbt-to  al]edg€  and  prove  it  firft.  Notwithttand- 
ing,  whiltt  we  are  in  the  Dark,  whether  fuch  Remon- 
flrance  was  ever  made  or  not,  we  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  this  Privilege  can  no  way  opeiate  in  the  prefent 
Cafe.  All  that  the  Perfon  avretted  can  alledge  mutt  be, 
that  the  1  ex t  of  the  Joyful  Entry,  in  the  17th  Article, 
wherein  it  is  faid,  So  what  Perfon  ;  Whatfot<ver  Perfon, 
&c.  comprehends  in  general,  and  without  Dittinction, 
Reftriction,  or  Modification  (in  refpedt  to  the  Perfon  ar- 
retted) all  forts  of  People,  whether-of  Brabant,  or  of  alt 
the  Low  Countries,  or  any  other  way  a  Subject  of  the 
Prince,  or  an  utter  Stranger  ;  and  that  this  Privilege  is 
real,  and  attached  and  annexed  to  the  Land  of  Brabant. 
But  if  any  one  wou'd  penetrate  into  the  true  Senfe  of  this 
they  wou'd  find  that  the  Meaning  of  it  mutt  he,  that  when 
a  Brabander  is  made  a  Prifoner  in  Brabant,  the  Duke 
fhall  neither  caufe,  nor  fuffer  him  to  be  conveyed  a 
Prifoner  out  of  the  Land  of  Brabant,  The  Word  So 
what  Perfon,  finds  its  Signification  in  the  Perfon  of  a 
Subject  of  Brabant,  of  whatfoever  Condition  or  Sex  it 
maybe,  whether  Manor  Woman,  Ecciefiattick  or  Se- 
cular, Noble  or  Ignoble.  The  Word  Gcvangcn,  or 
Prifoner,  fignifies  properly  a  Criminal  Prifoner  ;  and  the 
meaning  ia,  that  a  Brabander  being  there  made  Prifoner, 
fhall  be  abfolutely  and  finally  judged  by  Judges  of  Bra- 
bant, and  according  to  the  Laws  of  Brabant  [as  in  En- 
gland, all  Pcrfons  are  to  be  tried  by  the  Vicinage.]  This 
Law,  in  its  felf  is  good  and  jutt,  and  this  correfponds 
with  many  other  of  the  Articles  in  the  fame  Joyful  Entry, 
which  fpeak  of  Judges,  and  the  Execution  of  Juftice  ; 
but  if  we  fhould  ilretch  the  Interpretation  of  it  to  Strang- 
ers 
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I  -ers  indifferently,   it  wou'd    become   very  unjuft.. 

All  Privileges  are  to  be  regularly  taken  upon  the  Foot 
of  Remuneration ;  and  fhou'd  this  Article  be  conftrued 
fo  generally,  as  to  extend  to  Strangers,  it  wou'd  follow, 
that  all  Nations  in  the  World  had  merited  from  the 
BrabanJ.crs  and  their  Duke. 

In  the  Duke  of  Al<vas  Time,  this  Matter  was  pufhed 
very  far  in  favour  of  the  Belgian  Provinces  in  general 
(they  being  all  then  united  under  the  fame  Sovereign) 
but  never  in  favour  of  abfolute  Strangers.  And  altho' 
we  mould  fuppofe  that  Great  Britain  had  merited  very 
much  at  the  Brabanders  Hands,  wou'd  it  therefore  fol- 
low, or  be  thought  to  be  allowed  in  favour  of  a  particu- 
lar Subject  oi  Great  Britain,  to  the  Difadvantage  of  that 
King,  the  Kingdom,  or  the  States  of  it  ?  Ought  this 
Merit  to  be  recompenced  the  quite  contrary  way  ? 

In  fine,  let  us  take  this  Privilege  in  the  '  moil  general 
and  comprehenfive  Senfe  ;  and  for  as  ftrong  and  funda- 
mental a  Law  as  fome  wou'd  have  it :  F  am  going  to 
prove,  that  it  can  have  no  manner  of  Operation  in  the 
prefent  Cafe. 

By  the  24th  Article  of  the  Joyful  Entry  'tis  ftipulated, 
7  hat  the  Duke  Jhall  net  fuffer  his  Subjects  0/Brabant  to 
arreft  or  implead  each  other  out  of  thefurifdidlion  of  Brar 
bant :  And  you  may  note,  by  the  way,  that  this  Law 
binds  and  obliges  a  Subject  of  Brabant,  tho'  he  be  out 
out  of  the  Prince's  Territory  ;  and  this  fhews  you,  that 
as  well  in  Brabant  as  elfewhere,  what  we  averred  before 
is  true,  <viz.  that  the  Power  of  the  Prince  over  his  Sub- 
ject is  not  loft  or  diminifhed  by  the  changing  his  Place  of 
Abode  or  Country  ;  and  raoft  certainly  can  never  be  fup- 
ppfed  otherwife,  quando  mutatio  eft  momentanea,  when 
this  Change  is  of  a  fudden,  and  but  for  a  fhort  time  ; 
And  every  Man  will  readily  believe,  that  if  this  cafe 
mould  happen  in  Great  Britain,  the  King  would  give 
a  fpeedy  Redrefs  upon  the  firft  R.equifition  and  Inftance 
of  the  Duke  of  Brabant.  Thefe  two  Privileges,  con- 
tained in  the  17th  and  24th  Artices  (whereof  the  Se- 
cond, taken  generally,  is  more  ftrong  than  the  Firft) 
ought,  with  great  Reafon,  to  lie  under  the  fame  Re  - 
ftri&ions  and  Modifications*  The  Second  is  actually  mo- 
dified 
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dified  in  Terms  by  the  faid  24th  Article,  wherein  thtTe 
Words  follow  immediately  thole  before  quoted,  unlefi 
the  Per/on  to  be  arretted  be  a  Fugitive  ;  if  then,  a  BraJ 
bander  may  lawfully  arreft  his  Debtor  Brabander  out  cf " 
that  Country,  in  cafe  he  be  a  Fugitive  ;  it  is  much  more 
equitable  to  grantjthe  fame  Privilege  in  Brabant  to  Stran- 
gers. 

But  further,  whoever  perufes  the  Treaties  between 
"England  and  the  Sovereign  of  Brabant,  will  find  by 
them,  that  the  Obligations  between  thefe  two  Nations  are 
much  ftronger  than  between  Brabant  and  any  other  Fo- 
reign Country.  The  Treaty  of  1495,  confirmed  by  fe- 
veral  fubfequent  Treaties,  thofe  of  1604,  163.0,. 
and  1660,  contains  this  Claufe,  as  tranflated  out  of  the 
Latin ,  Chap.  27,  That  any  Subj eft  of  either  of  thetvuo 
Princes,  alledging,  That  his  Debitor  is  jujily  fufpefted 
to  be  a  Fugitive  y  the  faid  Debitor  ought  to  be  put  and  held 
under  Anef,  unlefs  he  proves,  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
fufpefted  of  being  fuch  Fugitive.  But  here  the  Queftion  is 
not  between  particular  Subjects  of  the  different  Potentates, 
whereof  the  one  is  barely  fufpefted  of  Flight ;  but  where- 
in a  King,  a  Kingdom,  a  whole  Nation  is  concerned, 
purfuinga  Subjeft,  truly  a  Fugitive by  fuch  plain  Proofs 
as  admit  of  no  Contradiction  :  A  Subject  in  a  publick 
Office,  entrufted  with  the  Management  and  Difpofal  of 
vaft  Sums  of  Money,  whereon  depends  the  Publick 
Credit  of  the  whole  Nation  :  A  PerfonAvho  ought  to  be 
fentback  to  be  judged  according  to  the  Laws  of  his 
own  Country ;  it  being  a  Thing  impolTib!e,  that  thofe 
Laws  mould  be  thoroughly  understood  by  any  Judges 
of  a  flrange  Country. 

And  who  can  imagine,  that  the  Sovereign  of  Brabant 
fhould  refufe  to  fend  him  home,  confidering,  that  by 
the  Stipulations  in  the  Treaties,  the  two  Princes  have 
obliged  themfelves  reciprocally  to  procure  and  promote, 
in  all  Things y  whatfoever  mail  be  to  the  Advantage  of 
each  of  them  and  of  his  Nation  ;  and  a*fo,  to  hinder 
every  thing  that  may  be  any  ways  hurtful  ?  And  as  to 
the  States  of  Brabant,  how  mould  they  dare  to  oppo  e 
the  Surrender  and  Return  of  fuch  a  Criminal  ?  Surely, 
they  would  not  be  willing  that  the  like  mould  happen 
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in  their  own  Cafe,  if  one  of  the  Receivers  of  publick 
Money  mould  run  away  and  take  fhelter  in  Great  Britain, 
There  is  a  Rale  which  is  very  good  and  natural,  which 
dictates,  Shiod  tibi  non  nocet,  /Uteri  Prodefl,  facile  eft 
joncedendum  !  max'nne  ditm  non  fohim  ncn  prodeffet,  fed 
mult  urn •  noceret  ft  non  ficret.  Whatever  dees  you  no  hanny 
and  docs  Another  Perfon  good%  ought  to  be  eafily  granted* 
hut  efpecially,  when  it  would  do  no  good,  but  might  do  a 
great  deat  of  harm  if  it  were  not  done.  Now  No -body 
can  fee  what  Harm  or  Wrong  it  would  do  the  Brabandcrs, 
if  the  Perfon  arreted  were  fent  over  ;  or  to  their  Pri- 
vilege, whereof  the  Senfe  and  Meaning  has  been  de- 
clar^ddubious  by  the  Act  of  the  Magistrate  of  BruJJels, 
made  the  6th  Day  of  Odober,  1692,  and  figne8,  H. 
Jacobs,  at  the  Initance  of  the  Scout  of  Jmfierdam  againft 
Peter  Baltazar  Lievens,  a  Bankrupt  of  Amferdam,  de- 
tained a  Prifoner  in  the  Vrunt,  (a  Prifon  fo  called  at  that 
Time)  the  Words  of  that  Act  are,  That  whereas  the 
Prifoner  pleaded,  that  the  Privileges  of  Brabant  ought  to 
operate  in  his  Favour,  altho1  he  was  neither  a  Brabander 
nor  a  Subjeel  of  his  Majefly  ;  under  the  Pretext,  that  the  • 
Article  was  couched  in  general  Terms  ;  therefore,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  any  Infraction,  it  was  refclved,  to  leave  the 
Senfe  and  Taterpretation  of  it  to  the  Council  of  Brabant: 
Which  at  laft  was  finally  determined  and  put  beyond  all 
doubt  by  the  Decree  of  the  Cover nour  General,  with 
the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  faid  Cou?icil  and  of  the  E- 
fates.  By  Virtue  of  which,  the  Prifoner  was  furren- 
dered,  and  put  into  the  Pofieffion  of  the  Re  fide  nt  of  the 
States-General  of  the  United  Provinces. 

There  were  theie further  Differences  and  Singularities 
between  this  and  the  prefent  Cafe  ;  That  the  faid  Li  evens 
was  a  Roman  Cat  holt  ck  ;  and  alledged,  that  he  retired  in- 
to Brabant  in  order  to  have  the  freer  Exercife  of  his  Re- 
ligion, That  he  came  into  Brabant,  with  a  Defign  to 
fx  his  Houjhold  and  Family  there  ;  that  he  had  already 
for  a  long  time  dwelt  there.  That  the  Jurifdiclion  of  the 
Judge  over  him  in  Holland,  was  not  yet  thoroughly  found- 
ed by  any  Aft  of  Summons,  or  Other  wife. 

in  the  prefent  Cafe  it  is  therefore  moll  certain,  that 
the  RequifitoriewS  or  Inftances  of  his  Majefly  of  Great 

Britain 
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Britain's  Minifters  ought  to  take  place,  notwith (land- 
ing all  Privileges  of  this  Nature  ;  which  according  to 
the  Opinion  of  the  before-cited  Zipeus,  (in  his  Introduc- 
tion) might  even  be  abrogated.  His  Words  ars  as  fol- 
lows- Sed  iff  ht£C  iff  a  ( privilegia  J  frequent  em  pa- 

tiuntur  abrogationem,  ft  quod  in  utilitattm  public  a  conjl- 
derationis  conceffum  eji  incipiat  vergere  in  nimium  damnum* 
*vcl  etiam  tnodum  excedat  •  Et  etiam  poffunt  ipfi  ordines 
privilcgia  conceffa  remit tere,  dummodo  caufa  aliqua  fubft; 
imo  poteft  princeps  Leges  publicas  iff  promiffas  non  tencre  fi 
trrationibiles  fint  *vel  de<vemant+   iff  aliud  falus  fuhlica 

exigat.  But  the  'very  Privileges  do  frequently  bear 

an  Abrogation,  if  ivbat  nvas  at  frft  granted  for  the  Sake 
of  thfrpublick  Utility,  fbould  begin  to  turn  to  its  great  Da- 
mage, or  Jhould  exceed  a  juft  Meafure  ;  and  the  very  States 
tbemfelves  can,  upon  Occafion,  remit  the  Privileges  grant- 
ed to  them  :  Nay  the  Prince  may  jufpend  the  publick  Laves 
and  his  Promifs,  if  they  be  or  become  unrcafon&ble,  and 
the  Publick  Safety  require  it. 

And  'tis  believed,  for  this  very  Reafon,  at  the  Time 
of  the  Joyful  Entry  of  Philip  the  Second  [Charles  the  yh 
of  immortal  Memory,  being  then  prefent  and  affiftin^ 
in  the  Year  1549]  after  feveral  Conferences  and  Debates 
held  between  the  Prince  and  the  States  (by  Commiiiaries, 
who  thoroughly  underfiood  the  Authoriry  and  Superiori- 
ty of  the  Prince,  as  well  as  the  Original  Rights  and  Pri- 
vileges of  the  Country)  upon  occahon  of  changing  or 
moderating  the  Articles,  according  as  they  mould  be  ob- 
fervablc,  or  non-obfervabU.  in  reipeel  to  the  Promife 
made  by  the  Prince,  to  obferve  them  in  the  1  aft  A.  tide 

but  one  that  this  Claufe  was  added,  fo  far  as  the 

J  aid  Articles  are  to  be  cbfrved,  or  are  obfervable  ;  which 
Claufe  has  ever  fince  been  inferted  in  all  the  fubfequent 
'Joyful  Entries.  And  we  think  'tis  fuificientiy  demon- 
ilrated,  that  the  Privilege  in  Queltion  is  among  the 
Number  of  the  Non  -  obfervables  with  Regard  to  Fo- 
reigners And  namely,  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Subject  of 
Great  Britain  ;  who  befides  of  all  the  foregoing  Rea- 
fon?, was  in  procindu^  juft  ready  to  run  out  of  Brabant 
itfelf,  and  has  thereby  rendered  himfelf  unworthy  of  any 
Privileges  belonging  to  a  Br ab under. 


(  3ii  ) 


The  Character  of  an  Independent  Whig, 
By  T.  Gordon,  Efe 

Anno  1720. 

I-Ndependency  at  Court  is  a  Herefy  in  Politicks,  never 
pardoned,  much  lefs  countenanced  there.  Our  Whig, 
therefore,  adheres  to  his  Principles,  and  has  no  Preten- 
fions  to  a  Place. 

1 — Caret  iwvidcnda  fohrius  aula.  He  fcorns  all  implicit 
Faith  in  the  State,  as  well  as  the  Church.  The  Au- 
thority of  Names  is  nothing  to  him  ;  he  judges  all 
Men  by  their  Actions  and  Behaviour,  and  hates  a  Knave 
of  his  own  Party,  as  much  as  he  dcfpifes  a  Fool  of 
another.  He  confents  not  that  any  Man,  or  Body  of 
Men,  fhall  do  what  they  pleafe.  He  claims  a  Right  of 
examining  all  publick  Meafures,  and,  if  they  deferve  ir, 
of  cenfuring  them.  As  he  never  faw  much  Power 
polTeiTed  without  fome  Abufe,  he  takes  upon  him  to 
watch  thofe  that  have  it;  and  to  acquit  or  expofe  them, 
according  as  they  apply  it,  to  the  Good  of  their  Coun- 
try, or  their  own  crooked  Purpofes. 

As  to  Religion,  our  Whig  is  a  Protectant ;  not  becaufe 
he  was  born  fo,  according  to  the  canting  Abiurdity  in 
Vogue ;  or  bred  fo,  fince  in  Infancy  Religion  is  acquired 
like  a  Leflcn  in  Grammar,  purely  by  the  Help  of 
Memory  ;  and  therefore  Children  learn  it,  whether  it  be 
good  or  bad,  as  they  do  Language,  from  their  Nurfe,  or 
their  Parents.  But  he  is  a  Proteiiant  becaufe  his  Judg- 
ment and  his  Eyes  inform  him,  that  the  Principles  of 
that  Faith  are  warranted  by  the  Bible,  and  confident 
with  our  Civil  Liberties ;  and  he  thinks  every  Syftem 
which  is  not  fo,  to  be  Forgery  and  Impoilure,  however 
-dignified  or  dirringuifbed. 

In  Confequence  of  this,  he  has  a  great  Refpect  for  the 
Office  of  a  Clergyman  i  and  for  his  Perfon,  if  he  de- 
fer ves 
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ferves  it.  But  if  his  Doctrine  or  Practice  difgraces  his 
Order,  our  W  hig  own-  his  Contempt  for  the  Men.  The 
Clergy  are  the  beft  or  the  worlr,  of  Men  ;  and  as  the  firft 
cannot  be  too  much  honoured,  the  latter  cannot  be  too 
much  defpifed.  It  is  of  good  Example,  and  there  ise- 
qual  Reafon  in  it.  Why  lhould  Virtue  and  Villany  fare 
alike  ?  Names  do  not  change  Qualities,  nor  Habits  Men. 
Where  is  the  Equity  of  Rewards  and  Punifhments,  and 
confequently  the  Force  of  all  Laws,  human  and  divine, 
if  vile  Men  mull  be  reverenced,  and  the  good  can  be  no 
more  ? 

It  is  but  reafonable  that  all  Men  mould  be  judged  by 
their  Actions,  and  reverenced,  or  fcorned,  according  to 
theGoodnefs  or  Wickednefs  of  their  Lives,  without  any 
Regard  had  to  their  I  itles  or  Garbs ;  which  fignify  no 
more  than  a  Breach  of  Wind,  or  the  Bark  of  a  Tree. 

There  is  not  a  greater  Infuk  upon  the  Underilandings 
of  Mankind,  than  for  Priefts  to  challenge  Refpect  from 
their  Habit,  when  they  have  forfeited  it  by  their  Be- 
haviour. There  is  no  Sanctity  in  Garments.  A  Rofe 
in  a  Man's  Hat  does  not  enlarge  his  Piety.  Grace  is  not 
conveyed  by  a  Piece  of  Lawn,  or  ChafHty  by  the  wear- 
ing of  a  Girdle.  A  black  Gown  has  neither  Senfe,  nor 
better  Manners,  than  a  black  Cloak.  Nor  is  a  black 
Cloak  more  edifying  than  a  Fuflian  Frock  ;  no  more 
than  a  Cambrick  Bib  is  an  Antidote  againft  Lewdnefs,  or 
an  Atonement  for  it. 

This  consecrating  of  Garments,  and  deriving  Vene- 
ration from  a  Suit  of  Cloaths,  is  barefae'd  Prieftcraft, 
It  is  teaching  the  Practice  of  Idolatry  to  a  Gown  and 
CaiTock.  Jf  a  little  fenfelefs  Pedant,  who  is  a  living 
Contradiction  of  V  irtue  and  Breeding,  can  but  whip  in- 
to Orders,  and  cover  himfelf  wkh  Crape,  the  iirft  Thing 
he  does  is  to  overlook  and  affront  all  Mankind,  and  then 
demand  their  Reverence.  His  Surplice  is  his  Citadel, 
and  he  claims  the  Impunity  of  an  Ambaffador  for  being 
gracelefb  and  faucy. 

As  to  the  common  Defence  which  is  made  for  their 
Immoralities ;  namely.  That  they  are  Fieih  and  Blood 
as  well  as  other  Men,  it  is  a  wretched  Piece  of  Sophiltry. 
If  they  are  not  better  than  others,  how  are  they  fit  to 
mend  others  ?  And  if  they  cannot  leave  their  Captivity 

to 
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to  Sin  and  Satan,  how  come  they  to  claim  fo  near  an 
Alliance  with  Heaven  ?  If  they  have  God's  CommiiTion 
in  their  Pockets,  and  yet  will  engage  in  another  Service, 
what  Name  and  Treatment  do  they  deierve  ?  We  know 
the  Fate  of  Rebels  and  Deferters  in  a  Lay  G@vernment. 
Can  Men  fucceed  to  the  Apollles  with  the  Qualities  and 
Behaviour  of  Apoftaces  ?  How  will  they  reconcile  a  holy 
Calling  to  infamous  Lives  ?  A  Clergyman  who  is  as  bad 
as  an  ill  Layman,  is  confequently  worfe.  In  that  Cha- 
racier  there  is  no  Medium  between  doing  Gooi  and  do- 
ing Mifchief ;  fince  the  Influence  of  Example  is  flronger 
than  that  of  Precept.  As  the  Doclrine  and  Practice  of 
Piety,  make  up  the  ProfefTion  of  a  Clergyman,  he  who 
deferts  Truth  and  Holinefs  deferts  his  ProfefTion,  and 
ought  to  be  no  longer  owned  for  a  Teacher  of  Religion, 
but  fhunncd  and  hated,  as  a  Foe  to  Religion  and  Man- 
kind. 

The  Clergy  have  made  fuch  a  terrible  and  inhumaa 
Ufe  of  Power,  in  all  Ages  and  Countries  where  they 
could  come  at  it,  that  our  Whig  is  for  keeping  their 
Nails  always  par'd,  and  their  Wings  clipped,  in  this 
Particular.  Reafon  and  Liberty  are  the  Two  greatell 
Gifts  and  Bleilings  which  God  has  given  us,  and  yet 
where-ever  a  prieftly  Authority  prevails,  they  mult  either 
Jiy  or  fuffer.  They  are  Enemies  to  the  Craft,  and  mult 
expecl  no  Toleration.  Parknefs  and  Chains  are  the 
fureft  Pillars  of  the  facerdotal  Empire,  and  it  cannot 
ftand  without  them. 

Let  us  remember  Archbifliop  Laud>  who  having  got 
the  Regal  Power  out  of  a  weak  Prince's  Hands,  into  his 
own,  fet  his  Face  againft  Truth,  Property,  Confcience, 
and  Liberty,  and  trampled  them  all  under  Foot  for 
feveral  Years  together.  A  Spirit  of  Cruelty  and  Do- 
minion govern'd  this  Man,  and  he  govern'd  King  and 
People.  His  Heart  was  fo  impioufly  bent  upon  deftroy- 
ing  Confcience  and  the  Conftitution,  and  exalting  the 
Priefthood,  that  when  any  Man  was  oppreffed  in  a  paltry, 
tyrannical,  Bilhop's  Court,  the  Judges  in  Weftminfter- 
hall  durft  not  obey  their  Oaths,  and  the  Law,  by  reliev- 
ing him  ;  but  were  forced  to  be  forfworn,  to  avoid  the 
Anger  of  his  Grace.  This  upllart,  Plebeian  Prieft,  hop- 
ed to  fee  the  Time,  when  ne'er  a  Jack  Gentleman  in 
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England  nxould  dare  to  fiand  before  a  Par/on  <wiih  hh 
Eat  on.  A  fine  Scene  truly  !  to  fee  a  Gentleman  of 
Fortune  and  Breeding,  {land  (looping,  and  bare-headed, 
to  a  (mail,  ill-nurtured  Vicar;  who  had,  perhaps,  for- 
merly clean'd  his  Shoes,  and  lived  upon  the  Crumbs 
that  came  from  his  Table  ! 

Let  us  look  back  into  former  Ages,  and  round  Europe 
at  this  Day,  and  fee  whether  abject  Slavery  in  the  People 
is  not,  and  always  has  been,  the  certain  Confequence  of 
Power  in  the  Priefts.    It  cannot  be  denied. 

I  thank  God  I  know  no  Power  our  Clergy  have,  but 
that  of  fuing  for  Tithes,  and  the  like  Privileges,  which 
they  receive  from  the  Law  alone.  Thofe  Ecclefiafi  icks 
who  claim,  by  Divine  Right,  any  other  Power,  than 
that  of  Exhortation,  talk  Nonfenfe,  and  bely  the  New 
Teftament.  To  the  L  w,  and  the  People  who  made 
that  Law,  they  owe  their  Bread  ;  and  to  iet  up  for  an  In- 
dependency in  Oppofition  to  both,  and  pretend  to  a 
Mafierlhip  over  them,  is  arrogant,  dangerous,  and  ought 
to  be  penal.  I  am  told  it  is  capital,  here  in  England,  for 
a  Proteftant  to  go  over  to  the  Romijh  Religion  ;  and  yet 
fhall  a  Pried  dare  publickl),  from  the  Prcfsandthe  Pul- 
pit, to  claim,  and  jultify,  the  moft  effenrial,  and  mofl 
formidable  Principles  of  Popery  ;  and  thereby  declare 
his  Reconciliation  with  that  bloody  Religion,  which  is 
fupported  by  Fraud,  Bondage,  and  human  Slaughter: 
And  mail  he  for  all  this  go  unqueftioned  ?  This,  in  my 
Opinion,  is  to  contend  with  Impunity  for  Uiurpation  and 
Rebellion. 

Some  would  ftem  to  qualify  thefc  Pretenfions,  by  fay- 
ing, That  they  claim  a  Power.  Which  kerns,  in  this 
Cafe,  a  Sort  of  a  Contradiction.  For  if  i  is  a  Power, 
and  yet  depends  upon  an o  her  Power,  then  is  it,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  a  Jurifdiction  of  Subjection,  and  an  Au- 
thority under  an  Authority.  And  while  the  Law  and 
the  Hierarchy  are  thus  own'd  to  be  Matter  and  Man,  we 
defire  no  more. 

Our  Whig  is  for  an  unlimited  Toleration  of  all  Dif- 
fenters  whatsoever,  who  own  the  Laws  and  our  Civil 
Fojm  of  Government.  As  to  their  religious  Opinions* 
they  are  juftiried  in  them  by  Sincerity  ;  and  even  where 
that  is  wanting,  God  alone  is  able  to  judge,  and  alone 
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lias  a  Right  to  punifh.  In  Matters  of  Conference,  he 
who  does  his  beft  does  Well,  though  he  is  miftaken. 
Here  all  Men  muft  determine  for  themfelves :  He  who 
follows  another  in  this  Cafe,  without  Enquiry,  is  Man's 
Votary,  and  not  God's.  As  we  have  a  Right  to  enquire 
into  the  Truth  of  any  Religion,  we  have  alfo  a  Right  to 
leave  it,  if  it  appears  falfe  :  But  if  it  Hands  the  l  eft  of 
Examination,  and  appears  true,  then  is  our  Adherence  to 
it  founded  upon  our  own  Judgment,  and  not  upon  Au- 
thority. If  there  be  no  Right  of  Inquiry,  where  is  the 
Ufe  of  Perfwafion,  whkh  implies  Doubt  ?  Or  of  reading 
the  Scripture,  which  implies  Underftanding  ?  We  be- 
lieve not  a  Thing  'till  we  think  it  true ;  and  cannot  be- 
lieve it,  if  we  think  it  falfe:  And  to  punifh  Men  for 
havin  ?  Eyes,  or  having  none,  is  equally  diabolical  and 
tyrannical. 

Men  difagree  daily  about  Matters,  which  are  fubject 
to  the  Examination  of  Senfe  ;  and  is  it  hkely  that  we 
•can  be  all  of  a  Mind  about  Things  which  are  invifible 
and  difputable  ?  Doctors  themfelves  are  daily  cavilling  5 
every  one  contradicts  another,  and  yet  all  are  in  the 
right,  and  each  demands  our  Faith  to  his  particular  In- 
vention. We  cannot  follow  all ;  and  among  equal  Au- 
thorities pray  which  is  the  beft ?  For  the  fame  Reafoa 
that  we  cannot  believe  every  one  of  them,  we  need  be- 
lieve none  of  them,  upon  their  own  Word. 

Our  Whig  goes  farther,  and  thinks  that  all  Proteftants 
'fcught  to  be  equally  employed  in  a  State  to  which  they 
are  equally  well  affected.  TheMagiftrate  has  nothing  to 
do  with  Speculations  that  purely  concern  another  Life  : 
Nor  is  it  of  any  Confequence  to  him,  whether  his  Sub- 
jects have  a  greater  Fondnefs  for  a  Cloak  or  a  Surplice : 
Their  Affections  to  the  political  Power,  ar.d  their  Ca- 
pacity to  ferve  it,  are  only  to  be  confulted  and  encoura- 
ged. Piovided  a  Man  loves  Liberty  and  h;s  Country, 
what  is  it  to  the  Commonwealth  whether  he  fmgs  his 
Prayers  or  fays  them  ?  Or  whether  -he  thinks  a  Bljhof  or 
a  Prejbyter  the  nearer  Relation  to  St.  PauL 

Thefe  Two  Words  {Btjbop  and  Prjhyter)  fignify,  in. 
Scripture,  one  and  the  lame  Thing,  and  are  equally  ufed 
to  fignify  one  and  the  fame  Officer.    Our  great  Church- 
men, indeed,  have  been  pleafed  to  think  the  Bible  mif- 
O  z  safest 
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taken  in  this  Matter,  and  to  be  in  the  right  themfelves 
they  have  made  Epifcopacy  and  Prefbytery  as  oppofite 
to  each  other  as  Paradife  and  Purgatory  ;  and  have  fre- 
quently gone  to  cutting  of  Throats  to  prove  their 
Point. 

I  muft  confefs  a  Diocefe,  and  a  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  are  unanfwerable  Reafons  for  the  Divine  Right 
of  Epifcopacy.  There  is  no  Way  of  confuting  them. 
You  may  as  well  argue  with  a  Ga/fl^z -Merchant  againft 
the  felling  of  Slaves. 

Befides,  a  lordly  Creature,  who  never  preaches  (Mi- 
racles having  long  ago  ceafed)  and  keeps  a  great  Table 
and  Equipage,  and  enjoys  ail  the  great  and  good  Things 
of  this  Life,  carries  in  all  thefe  Marks  fuch  an  Evidence 
of  his  being  St.  Paul's  right  Heir,  in  a  lineal  Defcent, 
that  I  wonder  any  Body  dare  doubt  it. 

:  However,  as  the  plainelt  Things  in  Faith  are  made 
doubtful  among  Divines,  who  have  an  admirable  Knack 
at  ftarting  Difficulties,  where  no  Body  elfe  would  expect 
them  ;  our  Whig  is  of  Opinion,  that  the  Teacher  who 
walks  on  Foot,  has  as  good  a  Title  to  difpute  about  Re- 
ligion, and  maintain  his  own,  as  the  Right  Reverend 
Doctor,  who  fupports  his  Orthodoxy  with  a  Coach  and 
Six  ;  and  mould  be  as  much  encouraged  by  the  Civil  Ma- 
giftrate,  if  his  Principles  and  Behavour  fquare  with  the 
Conftitution.  Is  a  Man  a  better  Neighbour,  or  Subject, 
for  nodding  to  a  Table,  at  the  upper  rind  of  a  Chancel, 
or  for  pronouncing  his  Faith  towards  the  Ealt  ?  Our 
Churchmen  may  rind  good  Caufe  to  enjoin  thzknecejjary 
Things,  which  the  Scripture  had  forgot,  and  enjoy  great 
Benefit  and  Obedience  from  the Pracl ice  of  them;  but  in 
temporal  Matters,  I  am  not  fully  convinced  that  they 
make  a  Man's  Head  wifer,  or  his  Heart  honefler. 

I  cannot  here  omit  taking  Notice  of  an  old  fallacious 
Cry,  which  has  long  rung  in  our  Ears;  namely,  that  of 
no  Bijbop,  no  King.  This  folid  Argument  was  ufed,  with 
Royal  Succefs,  by  King  James  the  frjl9  when  he  fate 
Deputy  for  the  Clergy,  and  disputed  with  the  Puritans, 
at  the  Conference  at  Hampton  Court.  It  was  indeed, 
the  beft  he  could  ufe  j  however  he  ftrengthned,  and  em- 
beiiiflied  it,  with  fcveral  imperial  Oaths,  which  he  fwore 
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on  that  Occafion,  to  the  utter  Confufion  of  his  Anta- 
gonists, and  the  great  Triumph  of  the  genuine  Clergy  and 
the  Archbiihop;  who  bellowed  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon 
his  Majefty,  for  his  Zeal  and  Swearing  on  the  Church's 
Side. 

This  {{apid  Saying  has  formerly  filled  our  Prifons  with 
DirTenters,  and  chafed  many  of  them  to  America  ;  and 
by  this  Means  weakened  the  Kingdom  and  the  Protellant 
Religion,  to  keep  up  good  Neighbourhood  between  the 
Bifhops,  and  the  Prince.  But  they  were  neither  the 
Bimops,  nor  their  Creatures,  that  reftored  King  Charles 
the  fec9ndr  but  a  Set  of  true  Prefbyterians,  who  were 
rewarded  for  it  with  Gaol,  Fines,  and  Silent  Sabbaths. 

Loyalty  is  not  confined  to  the  Mitre.  Bifhops  have 
given  more  Difturbance,  and  occafioned  more  Diftrefles 
to  Prince  and  People,  than  any  other  Sort  of  Men  upon 
Earth.  This  I  can  prove.  Our  own  Bimops,  for  near 
an  hundred  Years  before  the  Revolution,  were  in  every 
Scheme  for  promoting  Tyranny  and  Bondage.  On  the 
other  Hand,  our  DirTenters  were  ever  eminent  Oppofers 
of  Arbitrary  Power,  and  alway  lived  peaceably  under 
thofe  Princes  who  ufed  them  like  Subjects.  If  they  took 
up  Arms  when  they  were  opprefTed,  Churchmen  have 
done  the  fame,  and  often  without  that  Caufe. 

Had  it  not  been  for  DirTenters,  I  queftion  whether  we 
fhould  now  have  had  either  this  Conftkution,  this  King, 
or  this  Religion.  It  is  well  known  that  a  great  Ma- 
jority of  our  Churchmen  have  got  Claims  and  Principles 
utterly  irreconcileable  to  either.  The  mod  mifchievous 
Tenets  of  Popery  are  adopted  and  maintained,  and  the 
Ground  upon  which  our  Security  and  Succeflion  ftand,  is 
boldly  undermined.  It  is  dreadful,  and  incredible  what 
a  Reprobate  Spirit  reigns  amongft  the  High  Clergy. 

The  Convocation  have  fallen  fiercely  upon  thofe  who 
have  fallen  upon  Popery  and  Jacobitifm.  And  what  a 
Popifh,  Impious  and  Rebellious  Spirit  reigns  ax.  Oxford, 
they  themfelve^  fave  me  the  Trouble  of  declaring.  Dif- 
affecTion  is  promoted  ;  open  and  black  Perjury  is  juftified; 
and  it  is  held  lawful  to  defy  Almighty  Vengeance  for  a 
Morfelof  Bread.  A  Man's  Confcience  is  tried  by  an 
Oath,  and  he  that  can  fwallow  any  has  none. 

O  3  But 
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But  k  is  not  enough  to  fhipwreck  their  Souls  for  their 
Livings,  nor  to  keep  this  hellifh  Corruption  at  Home. 
As  they  pra&ife  fo  they  teach,  and  the  fpreading  of  their 
own  Guilt,  and  the  making  others  as  bad  as  themfelves 
(if  Laymen  can  be  fo)  is  made  the  Duty  of  their  Func- 
tions, and  the  Bufinefs  of  their  Lives.  Can  Antichrift 
tio  worfe  ?  And  are  thefe  Men  who  walk  in  the  Paths  of 
Atheifm  and  Perdition,  fit  to  lead  others  to  Holinefs  and 
Eternal  Life  ? 

One  of  the  greateft  Men  of  the  laft  Age  told  King 
William,  That  the  Univerfities,  if  tfiey  continued  upon 
the  prefent  Foot,  would  deftroy  Him,  or  the  Nation, 
or  fome  of  his  SuccefTors.  And  they  have  ever  fmce 
been  endeavouring  to  make  good  his  Words.  That 
Prince  was  fo  thoroughly  apprized  of  the  dangerous 
Genius  and  Principles  of  thefe  two  Bodies  of  Men,  that 
he  intended  a,  Regulation,  but,  as  it  is  faid,  was  prevented 

by  the  pernicious  Advice  of  the  late  Duke  of  S  , 

whohad  at  that  Time  gained  the  King's  Confidence,  and 
was  at  the  Head  of  the  Whigs,  but  was  betraying  both^ 
and  making  a  Party  with  the  Tories,  as  afterwards 
plainly  enough  appeared. 

How  far,  and  how  fall,  thefe  Seminaries  have  fince 
then  corrupted  and  inflamed  the  People,  every  Body 
knows,  and  the  Nation  feels.  Had  it  not  been  for  them 
we  mould  have  lighter  faxes  and  fewer  Soldiers. 

Upon  the  Coming  in  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  we 
thought  wc  had  a  Right  to  expect  fuch  Meafures  of 
'Government  as  would  not  only  fecure  Us  for  the  Time 
;being,  but  prevent  a  Relapfe  into  the  Dangers  out  of 
which  Providence  had  juft  plucked  Us  by  the  Death  of 
■  ■  It  is  certain  that  the  King  brought  along  \.ith 

him,  and  ftill  preferves  a  Difpofition  to  do  Us  all  the 
Good  which  we  can  propofe  or  defire. 

All  thofe  Whigs  therefore  who  had  nb  fecret  Ends  to 
ferve  by  dark  Dealings  with  the  Tories,  nor  private  For- 
tunes to  raiie  by  neglecting  or  perplexing  the  Publick, 
infifted  upon  the  Punifhment  of  thofe  who  had  bargained 
away  the  Nation,  and  upon  a  Vifnation  of  the  L  niver- 
fities,  and  both  were  undertaken  and  promifed.  But 
why  neither  was  done,  they  who  are  concerned  can  beft 
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tell,  if  telling  was  proper,  In  the  mean  Time  they  can- 
not blame  us  for  guefliog, 

I  am  only  forry  that  the  great  and  furprizing  Tender- 
nefs,  which  fame  have  fhewn  for  the  High  Clergy,  has 
not  been  able  to  produce  one  Inftance  of  Loyalty  or 
Moderation.  Perhaps  the  Priefthood  will  accept  of  no 
Alliance  without  a  total  Alteration  ;  and  that  the  Adop- 
tion of  two  or  three  eminent  Perfons  of  their  Faction  in- 
to Partnership  with  fame  other  eminent  Perfpns,  pretend- 
ing to  be  of  a  different  Fa&ion,  will  not  do. 

However  that  be,  the  Univerfities  faem  to  dread  n® 
fuch  Things  as  a  Vifitation.  Whether  they  take  their 
Conjectures  from  our  other  Meafures  for  Reformation,  I 
cannot  fay. 

The  fame  Spirit  which  leads  us  to  JefFen  our  Taxes  and 
clear  the  Publick,  and  to  enlarge  the  Bottom  of  Liberty 
and  the  Proteftant  Faith  by  unyoking  of  Diffentcrs,  will 
carry  us  alfa  to  remove  the  Corruption  of  our  Seminaries, 
and  their  difaflec~ied  Spawn  in  too  many  Parifh.es  But 
when  fuch  a  Spirit  will  arife,  we  are  not  able  to  foretel. 
We  have  been  already  long  deluded  with  many  Prophecies 
and  Promifes  of  that  Kind,  which,  as  pofitivc  as  they 
were,  and  as  probable  as  they  appeared,  have  never  been 
fulfilled.  We  have  been  even  tired:  with  hoping  and 
believing,  and  now  Defpair  and  Infidelity  have  fucceed- 
ed,  and  are  like  to  laft  as  long  as  their  Caufes  laft. 

Our  Liberties,  in  the  mean  Time,,  l/e  exceeding  pre- 
carious, The  High  Clergy  have  ftill  the  fame  Engines 
to  play  againft  them,  which  in  Time  part  have  gone  very 
near  utterly  to  overturn  them.  Their  Divine  Right  is 
preferved  as  the  Apple  of  their  Eye  ;  a  blind  Belief  in 
them  is  inculcated  with  all  their  Might  ;  and  a  blind  Q- 
bedience  to  any  Royal  Idol,  who  will  purchafe  their 
Flattery  by  worshipping  them,  is  it  all  Times  the  Bur- 
den of  their  Harangues.  As  to  this  laft  Article,  we  are 
I  thank  God,  very  fa  e  at  prefent;  but  the  frefent  will 
not  be  always. 

I  could  here  wonder,  for  two  or  three  Pages,  at  the 
marvellous  Strength  of  Nonfenfe,  and  the  pitiful  Weak* 
nefs  of  Human  Minds,  who  by  the  Perfwafion  of  Falfhood: 
and  Contradiction  can  grow  zealous  for  their  own  Bonds 
O  4  and 
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and  Wretchednefs.  And  yet  is  it  not  fo  in  molt  Countries, 
where  People  are  miferable  by  the  Advice  of  their 
Priefts  to  pleafea  Tyrant  ? 

There  are  Bounds  fet  to  the  Power  of  our  Princes  by 
the  fame  Laws  which  made  them  Princes.  An  EngUjb 
King  is  limited  as  well,  though  not  as  much  as  a  Dutch 
^tadtholder,  and  for  the  fame  Reafon.  The  Difference  of 
Names  alters  not  the  Cafe.  Would  a  Dutch  Prieft  dare, 
ui  that  free  Country,  to  tell  the  People,  that  they  ought 
to  be  Slaves  to  an  Officer  of  their  own  making,  and  yet 
go  without  a  Whipping,  or  a  Difmifiion,  or  fomething 
itJi  worfe  ?  Is  it  High  Treafon  to  a  fie  rt  that  a  King  has 
no  Title,  and  ought  to  be  depofed  ?  And  is  it  no  Cr:mc 
to  argue  and  maintain  that  the  People  are  Slaves,  and 
their  Lives  and  Property  at  the  Mercy  of  one  whom  they 
created,  and  whofe  Duty  it  is,  to  defend  thofe  Lives  and 
that  Property  ? 

It  is  true,  too  many  of  the  High  Clergy  never  once 
ptattife  this  Doclrire  tjhemfelves  and  never  encourrge  it 
in  others  but  for  profitable  Purpoies.  But  fuch  is  their 
want  of  Shame,  that  they  never  quit  it,  and  yet  never 
obferve  it.  They  preach  agai nft  Rebellion,  and  praclife 
Rebellion,  juft  as  they  are  pleafed  or  out  of  Humour. 

Our  Whig  fees  with  Pain  and  Fear  the  dangerous  Con- 
dition of  our  Debts  and  Taxes.  They  are  a  heavy  and 
melancholy  Load  upon  the  Nation,  and  will  be  fo,  till 
it  pleaies  God  to  rai  e  up  proper  Hands  to  relieveus,  and 
who  will  fet  about  it  while  it  is  yet  practicable,  before 
more  new  W^rs  have  puzzled  and  encrealed  our  Ac- 
counts beyond  a  PolTibility  of  clearing  them.  1  hey  are 
at  prefent  a  Canker  in  the  Hearts  of  many  People,  and 
create  numerous  Foes,  whom  we  in  vain  drive  to  terrify 
or  reconcile,  if  we  £9  not  leflen  their  Purdens. 

From  hence  the  Enemies  of  our  Peace  and  Liberty 
take  Pretence,  and  find  rumple  Materials,  for  fowing  Dif- 
arTeclion  ;  and  we  in  vain  confront,  or  contradict  them. 
If  we  are  afked,  when  we  (hall  have  done  fighting  and 
taxing  ?  we  either  know  not  what  to  anfwer,  or  if  we 
name  a  Time  for  their  ending,  at  lead  for  their  begin- 
ning to  end,  they  will  not  take  our  Word. 
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With  the  Cure  of  publick  Evils  DifafFe&ion  will  be 
cured  alfo.  All  Men,  therefore,  who  are  Friends  to  the 
King,  or  the  Nation,  will  labour  this  Happinefs ;  will  a* 
void  entring  into  all  Wars  which  are  not  abfolutely  ne« 
ceffary  to  the  publick  Security,  and  will  take  every  Op- 
portunity to  end  thofe  which  are  fo,  upon  honourable 
Terms :  And  by  this  Tell  let  them  be  tried  :  We  have 
before  our  Eyes  a  pregnant  Inftance  in  France  (and,  I 
doubt,  a  dangerous  one  too  for  its  Neighbours)  where 
an  almoft  univerfal  Disaffection  is  changed  into  an  univer- 
fal  Love  to  the  Adminiftration,  upon  the  Appearance 
of  its  acting  for  the  publick  Good. 

We  have  fo  good  a  Prince,  that  let  our  Debts  be  ever 
fo  high  and  embarrafTed,  we  have  no  Reafon  to  fear  a 
Sponge,  or  a  Standing  Army,  to  clear  the  Kingdom  of 
its  Mortgages,  though  it  could  be  done  no  other  Way  : 
And  in  his  Goodnefs  is  our  greateft  Hope.  There  are 
many  good  Subjects  who  terrify  themfelves  with  fuch  In- 
dignations, which,  indeed,  are  truiy  terrible,  where  they 
well  grounded.  But  his  Majeftys  Virtue,  and  the  im- 
portunate Call  of  the  Nation,  will,  no  doubt,  be  too 
hard,  at  laft,  for  all  ill  Management  or  worfe  Deligns  of 
any  who  may  find  their  Account  in  dabling  in  publick 
Misfortunes ;  and  who,  whilft  they  think  they  tread 
upon  a  Worm,  may  roufe  a  Lion. 

Let  us  remember  the  fad  Fate  of  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
They  run  into  Debts  by  running  into  Wars,  and  the 
Court  took  Ad  van  rage  of  their  NeceiTuies  to  feize  their 
Liberties.  The)  grew  Slaves  by  growing  infolent.  Un-. 
der  his  Majefty's  Reign  we  fear  no  fuch  i  hing  ;  and  I 
hope,  we  fhall  fcorn  tofuffer  it  under  any  other.  Befides^ 
as  we  are  told  a  Remedy  is  intended,  1  doubt  not  but  v/e 
fhall  fee  it  the  en'uing  Seflions,  when  our  Burdens  will 
be  eafed,  and  our  Difficulties  removed.  There  is  a  na- 
ble  Fund  of  Wealth  in  the  Nat  on,  and  we  are  yet  re- 
deemable, if  proper  Perfons  offer  to  undertake  it. 

Our  Whig  is  a  declared  Enemy  to  all  Wars,  if  they 
are  not  abfolutely  neceffary.  Though  he  honours  a  Sol- 
dier as  he  does  aPhyflcian,  yet  he  prays  to  God  that  he 
may  never  have  Occafton  for  either.  Arbitrary  Courts 
abroad,  are,  for  the  mod  Part,  compofed  of  Officers 
of  the  Army  -9  and  our  Whig  has  fo  great  a  Weaknefs 
O  3  about 
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about  him,  that  he  cannot,  without  very  uneafy  Images, 

fee  a  Glare  of  Scarlet  where  he  would  leaft  wifti  it.  He 
would  not  have  the  Men  of  the  Sword  grow  familiar  to 
the  Eyes  of  the  People,  nor  become  the  Equipage  of  our 
Briti/h  Kings 

Military  Men  are  a  proper  Equipage  for  thofe  Princes 
who  are  Fathers  of  their  People  againlt  their  Will  ;  who 
lay  the  Foundations  of  Juftice  in  Fear  and  Blood,  and 
ufe  the  Sword  as  the  molt  natural  Means  to  fupport  thofe 
Foundations.  In  Countries  that  are  enflav'd,  the  Sword 
is  the  Civil  Magiftrate :  That  it  is  not  ours  is  almoft  a 
Wonder,  confidering  the  Difpofttion  in  many  of  our 
former  Princes  to  Armies.  Our  Kings  of  the  Norman 
Race  were  perpetually  rai£ng  Englijh  Forces  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  their  French  Dominions,  and  engaging  us 
in  eternal  Wars  on  that  Score.  The  Army  that  enfiaved 
Sweden  was  raifed  for  the  Defence  and  Enlargement  of 
their  German  Provinces,  which  were  always  a  Burden  to 
that  Kingdom,  and,  at  length,  its  utter  Ruin. 

We  do  not  at  frefent  fee  in  Great  Britain  many  naore 
Forces  than  are  neceflary  to  the  Civil  Lift  ;  and  I  hope 
in  proper  Time  there  will  not  be  one  more  They  furn'lh 
another  Topick  for  Clamour  to  the  difafFecled,  who- 
raife  Rebellions,  and  when  they  have  given  Occafion  for 
more  Soldiers  and  more  Taxes,  cry  out,  OppreJJia?j !  Op* 
fre£iont  Sure  thefe  People  are  mad  ;  they  dread  the 
Power  of  the  Court,  and  yet  are  every  Day  helping  it 
to  more. 

If  a  right  Ufe  had  been  made  of  the  late  Rebellion, 
we  might  have  had  now  no  new  ones  to  fear.  But,  for 
whatever  Reafons  I  will  not  pretend  to  guef,  the  Sur- 
geons of  that  Time  were  fo exceeding  gente  in  their  O- 
perations,  that  they  left  a  Core  in  the  Wound.  Without 
doubt  the  Motives  for  Clemency  were  irrelifliblc. 

I  muft  here  acquit  His  Majefty  from  the  Imputation  of 
any  Fondnefs  for  a  Standing  Army.  1  dare  fay  the  Pro- 
pofalto  Difband  our  Forces  after  the  Rebe  llion,  met  with 
no  delay  from  Him  ;  and  I  have  been  told  that  he  lately 
refuled  a  very  importunate  Requeft  to  increafe  His 
Troops.  I  muft  alfo  do  Juftice  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Army  for  having  fo  well  done  their  Duty.  If  our  High 
Clergy  were  but  equally  faithful  to  iheir  Oaths,  and  e- 
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I  qually  Friends  to  their  Country,  we  mould  have  feen 
neither  new  Troops,  nor  Rebellions.    The  Army  has 

I  Caved  us  from  the  High  Church.  But  for  all  that  1  have 
faid,  I  mould  be  forry  to  fee  the  People  of  England  ei- 
ther Love  or  Fear  a  ftanding  Force :  To  do  either  in* 
fers  Danger. 

I  doubt  not  but  when  his  Majefty  fhall  think  fit  to  Dif- 
feand  more  Troops,  his  Minillry  will  ad  with  Alacrity- 
and  without  Art:  Becaufe  the  difmhTing  of  fome  com- 
mon Soldiers  only,  after  much  Expectation  from  one 
Party,  and  mora  Noife  from  another,  will  be  fuhject  tc^ 
unkind  In  erpretations 

I  hope  the  Power  of  Quartering  Soldiers  is  always  im- 
partially executed,  and  that  no  Confideration  is  of  any 
Force  on  this  Occafion,  but  that  of  the  publick  Security,, 
and  the  Loyalty  or  Diflo)  alty  of  the  Towns.  I  am  per- 
£waded  we  (hall  never  hereafter  fee  a  Regiment  removed' 
out  of  a  Town  avov/edly  difaffccled,  into  another  which 
does  not  want  Dragoons  to  keep  it  quiet,  purely  becaufe 
the  commanding  Officer  has  it  in  his  Eye  to  Hand  Candi- 
date for  that  Town*  if  ever  there  Ihould  be  another 
Qccafion ;  as  I  am  informed  has  been  pra&ifed  in  former 
Reigns. 

Our  Whig  was  well  enough  pJeafed  with  our  Attack 
upon  the  Spanifo  Fleet.  It  became  us,  as  Sovereigns  of 
the  Sea,  to  pull  down  betimes  the  rifmg  Maritime  Power 
of  Spain*  and  thereby  fecure  our  Dignity  and  Trade, 
But  whether  the  Blow  was  well  purfued,  I  am  not  a  pro- 
per Judge.  I  fhall  only  fay,,  for  the  Honour  of  Great 
Britain,  that  we  are  certainly  the  be&Jllies  in  the  whole 
World,  and  have  the  mofl  civil  way  of  fighting  our 
Neighbours  Battles  for  them. 

It  is  a.  very  uncommon,  though  perhaps  a  necelTary 
Kindnefs  toemploy  at  an  immenfe  Expence  the  Royal 
Navy  of  England  as  Tranfports  for  the  Emperor's 
*T  roops,.  and  to  cruife  about  a.Country  at  fuch  adiftanc® 
from  us,  and  for  fo  long  a  Time  together,  I  doubt  not 
but  there  will  be  very  good  Reafons  given  for  it,  if  thei 
Parliament  fhall  ever  think  fit  to  call  for  them. 

I  mull  here  do  our  Superiors  the  Juftice  to  own  that 
they  take  effe&ual  and  fpeedy  Methods  to  finifh  the 
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Spanijh  War.  For  notwithftanding  that  we  had  a  grea 
Fleet  in  the  Strcights,  and  another  in  the  B a/tick,  a 
Third  was  difpatched  with  much  Refolution  and  Expence 
to  frighten  the  Cardinal  into  pacifick  Meaiures,  and  to 
conquer  Vigo,  tho$  we  were  threatned  at  the  fame  Time 
at  Home  with  a  dreadful  Invafion  from  the  late  Duke 
of  Ormond.  But  no  domeftick  Danger  can  hinder  a 
brave  People  from  exerting  their  martial  Genius,  and 
making  a  heroick  Figure  abroad. 

In  this  Vigo  Expedition  it  is  faid  we  have  had  wonder- 
ful Succefs.  For  not  to  mention  that  the  Town  would 
infallibly  have  been  plundered,  had  not  the  Inhabitants 
gutted  their  Houfes  when  they  run  away,  it  is  certain 
that  we  have  vanquifhed  feveral  great  Guns  and  brought 
them  away  Captives.  It  is  alfo  credibly  reported,  that 
we  have  taken  from  the  Enemy  fome  of  their  Fifhing 
Tackle. 

Our  Whig  allows  Great  Men  to  have  their  private 
Failings  and  Pamons.  It  cannot  be  otherwife  ;  and  they 
are  unreafonable  and  ill  bred  who  upbraid  them  with  it. 
But  in  the  Name  of  God  let  them  not  indulge  them  at 
the  Expence  of  the  Nation.  Let  them  not  poftpone  the 
Care  of  the  publick  Welfare  to  mind  their  own.  Let 
them  not  out  of  perfonal  Piques  give  up  Whig  Boroughs 
into  Jacobite  Hands.  Let  them  not  for  the  fake  of  a 
Miitrefs  or  a  Crony  difable  worthy  Men,  and  patronife 
worthylefs.  Let  them  not  run  into  mad  Dangers,  and 
then  endeavour  to  alter  and  confound  the  Constitution 
for  their  perfonal  Security  from  thofe  Dangers.  Let  them 
not  out  of  Self-ends,  and  for  fecret  (perhaps  pernicious 
jobs)  be  tampering  and  juggling  with  the  Nation's  Ene- 
mies, and  deferring  and  betraying  that  Party  which  is 
eminent  for  its  Love  of  Liberty >  to  thofe  who  are  its 
fligmatized  Enemies. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  chief  Minifter  to  theblefied 
Martyr,  involved  his  Country  in  two  Wars  at  a  Time, 
when  the  Exchequer  was  empty,  with  the  two  great 
neighbouring  Kingdoms,  becaule  he  was  baulked  in  his 
Juftful  Defigns  upon  a  French  Lady  and  a  Spani/b.  And 
the  Duke  oi  Lauderdale,  becaufe  he  was  difobliged  by 
ihc  Kirk,  a  Member  of  which  he  once  was,  ruled  his 
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native  Kingdom  of  Scotland  by  a  great  Army  and  fan- 
guinary  Laws,  all  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, 

I  cannot  forbear  digrefling  a  little  here,  to  (hew  the 
wretched  State  of  Scotia ndzt  that  Time.  High  Church, 
which  by  Force  and  Cruelty  had  expelled  Prelbytery,  en- 
joyed then  a  rare  Time  of  revelling  in  the  Blood  of 
Schiimaticks.  The  Orthodox  Thefts  became  every 
where  Informers  againft  the  Preaching  ard  Praying  of 
Nonconforming,  and  the  Soldiers,  to  pleafe  the  Pneiis, 
became  their  Butchers.  And  the  poor  religious  People, 
when  caught  provoking  the  Clergy  by  Devotion,  were 
unmercifully  put  to  Death  without  Law,  Jury,  or  Re- 
cord. So  were  thole  Men  rewarded,  who  had  received, 
and  crowned  that  King,  when  his  Life  was  fought  by 
thofe  who  took  away  his  Father's. 

But  to  return.  1  can  prove  it,  that  the  whole  Legif- 
lativs  Power  of  this  Nation  has  been  in  former  Reigns 
engaged  in  gratifying  a  diabolical Paflion  of  one  Man; 
and  our  Security  and  Liberties  have  been  facrirked  to  Hu- 
mour or  a  Miftrefs.  When  a  Minifter  makes  hafte  to  be 
rich,  the  Service  of  his  Country  muft  either  lye  ftilJ,  or 
go  on  no  falter  than  he  gets  by  it.  A  whole  People  was 
hnely  employed  when  they  were  labouring  for  the  Pocket 
of  one  who  was  betraying  them  at  the  fame  Time.  Mot 
Men  are  willing  to  allow  a  great  Officer,  if  he  would  but 
carefully  cook  the  Nation's  Money,  to  lick  his  own  Fing- 
ers and  thrive  upon  his  Employment.  But  he  who  ex.- 
haufts  the  Nation  for  his  own  Ufe,  is  a  publick  High- 
wayman, and  the  whole  Kingdom  mould  be  his  Profe- 
cutors.    I  do  not  believe  that  there  are  fuch  Practices  at 

prefent  I  pray  God  defend  us  from  the  future. 

That  fuch  Things  may  be  fafely  done,  is  evident  frora 
hence,  that  of  all  the  overgrown  Leeches  of  the  laft 
Reigns  (for  I  fuppofe  there  have  been  none  in  this)  not 
one  has  been  yet  drained  of  his  ill  got  Wealth. 

Gaming  is  fo  dreadful  a  Vice,  efpecially  in  thofe  who 
are  any  way  intruded  with  our  Liberties,  that  I  cannot 
pafs  over  it  in  filence. 

A  Man  who  will  venture  his  Eftate  will  venture  his 
Country.   He  who  is  rna4  enough  to  commit  his  All  to 

•  (he 
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the  Chance  of  a  Dye,  is  like  to-  prove  but  a  faithlefir 
Guardian  of  the  Pablick,  in  which  he  has  perhaps  no 
longer  any  Stake.  It  is  a  Jeft,  and  fomething  worfe  in 
a  Man  who  flings  away  his  Fortune  this  way,  to  pretend 
any  Regard  for  the  good  of  Mankind.  His  Aclions 
give  his  Words  the  Lie.  He  facrilices  his  own  Hap- 
pinefs,  and  that  of  his  Family  and  Pofterky>  to  a  Shar- 
per or  an  Amufemen  ,  and  by  doing  it  mews  that  he  is 
utterly  deftitute  of  c  >mm  n  Prudence  and  natural  Af- 
feclion ;  and  on  the  contrary,  an  Encourager  a  d  Ex*- 
amp'e  of  the  mod  deftruclive  corruption  ;  and  after  all 
this  ridiculoufly  talks  of  his  Zeal  for  his  Country,  which, 
confifh  in  good  Senfe  and  Virtue  joined  to  a  1  en  .ernels 
for  one's  Fellow  Creatures.  When  he  has  wantonly  re- 
duced himfelf  to  a  Morfel  of  Bread,  he  will  be  eafily 
perfwaded  to  forfake  his  Wretchednefs  and  accept  of  a 
Bribe.  Who  wouid  trull  their  Property  with  one  who- 
cannot  keep  his  own  ?  The  fame  vicious  Imbecility  of 
Mind  which  makes  a  Man  a  Fool  to  himfelf,  will  make 
him  a  Knave  to  other  People.  So  that  this  wicked 
Pronenefs  to  play,  which  is  only  the  impious  Art  of  un- 
doing and  being  undone,  cut>  off  every  Man  who  is  pof- 
feffed  with  it,  from  all  pretence  either  to  Ho  city  or 
Capacity.  I  doubt  England  has  paid  dear  for  fuch  Ex- 
travagancies. A  Law-ma  er  and  a  Gamelter,  is  a 
Character  big  with  Abfurdity  and  Danger.  I  wihh  that 
in  every  Member  of  either  Houfe  Gaming  were  attend- 
ed with  Expulfion  and  Degradation;  and.  in  every  Of- 
ficer Civil  or  Military,  with  the  Lofs  of  his  Place.  A 
Law  enjoining  this  Penalty  would  be  efFe&ual,  and  no 
other  can.  We  fee  it  goes  on,  upon  the  prefent  Foot,  in 
fpight  of  Satyr  and  Acls  of  Parliament.  I  would  have, 
this  execrable  Corruption  meet  with  no  Encouragement. 
The  Frowns^of  the  Court  would- certainly  put  a  check 
to  it,  but  then  there  mull  not  be  an  Qtiice  kept  on  pur* 
pofe  for  it 

Our  Whig  has  an  equal  Averfion  to  Mafqueradca* 
They  are  a  Market  for  vjaidenheads  and  Adultery;  a 
dangerous  Luxury  oppofite  to  Virtue  and. Liberty.  There 
was  fomething  like  them  formerly  in  the  Reigns  of  our 
worft  Princes,  by  the  Name  of  Majks.  As  the  pre  fen  t 
Reign  refembles  thefe  in  nothing  elle,  fo  neither  would 
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I  have  it  refemble  them  in  this.  They  were  revived,  or 
rather  introduced,  ♦after  the  French  'way  by  a  Foreign 
I  dmb^Jfador,  whofe  only  Errand  then  in  England  could 
I  be  but  to  corrupt  and  enflave  U3,  and  for  that  End  this 
mad  nd  indecent  Diverfion  was  practis'd  and  exhibited 
by  him  as  a  popular  Engine  to  catch  loofe  Minds,  or  to 
make  them  fo,  witn  great  Succefs.    What  good  Purpofe 

they  can  lerve  now,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  ;  

The  Mifchief  of  them  is  manifeit  both  to  the  Publick, 
and  private  Perfons ;  a  Handle  is  taken  from  them  to 
traduce  fome  great  Characters,  whom  I  would  have  al- 
ways reverenced  ;  and  they  are  viiibly  an  Opportunity  and 
Invitation  to  Lewdnefs. 

If  People  will  have  Amufements,  let  them  have  war- 
rantable and  decent  ones ;  as  to  Mafquerades,  they  are 
fo  much  the  School  of  Vice,  that  excepting  a  Law  to  de- 
clare  it  innocent  and  fafe,  I  queition  whether  Human  In- 
vention can  contrive  a  more  fuccelsful  Method  of  pro- 
pagating it. 

The  Practice  of  the  Commonalty  is  formed  upon  the 
Example  of  the  Great,  and  what  the  latter  do  the  former 
think  they  may  do  If  a  City  Wife  has  it  in  her  Head, 
againft  her  Hufband's  Inclinations,  to  take  the  Vleafures 
of  the  iVIafquerade,  me  has  but  to  tell  him  that  my  Lady 

Dutchefs  is  to  be  there  (no  doubt  upon  the 

fame  Errand)  and  the  poor,  fober,  faving  Man  multfub- 
jnit,  and  be  content  to  be  in  the  Clafs  of  his  Betters. 

From  this  Source  of  Proflitution  I  fear  many  a  worthy 
M  n  takes  o  his  Arms  a  tainted  and  vicious  Wife,  and 
finds  in  her  a  melancholy  Reafon  both  for  himielf  and 
his  Posterity  to  curie  and  deteft  Mafquerades,  and  all 
thofe  that  encouraged  them.  I  was  in  hopes  they  were 
at  an  end.  I  heard  that  the  Theatre  in  the  Hay-Market 
was  to  be  ufed  intrrely  another  way,  and  that  our  Under- 
ftandings  wt  re  only  to  be  affronted  this  Winter  in  that 
Place  with  Italian  Quavers  and  Cremona  Fiddles ;  for 
which  I  was  not  forry,  fince  the  leaving  of  Debauchery 
for  the  fake  of  Nonienfe.  is  lome  degree  of  Refor- 
mation    Let  ui  make  much  of  it  Though  I  would 

feign  hof  e  it  is  not  the  only  one  we  are  like  to  fee. 

Some  ueak  People  would  inlinuate,  as  if  thofe  in  high 
Place  promoted  thefe  infamous  Amufements  as  a  Means 

to 
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to  divert  bufy  Heads  from  diving  into  their  Aftions— — 
Bat  this  mult  be  a  malicious  and  fe,nflefs  Slar  der,  fince 
all  1  he  Mcafures  of  thefe  Gentlemen  are  fo  clear  and 
honourable  that  they  themfelves  need  fear  no  Scruti- 

Having  neither  Wife  nor  Daughter  of  my  own  I  am 
anxious  only  for  the  Eafe  and  Reputation  of  thofe  that 
have  So  that  I  have  no  Motive  but  the  Love  of  pub. 
lick  Virtue  to  fay  what  I  have  faid  upon  this  Tneme. 

I  could  wifh  that  thole  Reverend  Gentlemen,  whofe 
Bufinefs  and  Duty  it  more  properly  is,  to  expofe  this 
Scene  of  Iniquity,  had  prevented  me.  If  our  Lent 
Preachers  have  omitted  it,  I  can  afcribe  it  to  nothing  but 
Forgetfulnefs,  or  their  good  Breeding.  And  yet  wh^re  is 
there  a  more  neceffary.  where  a  more  affecting  Subject  ? 
Here,  O  ye  Bifhops,  Prielts  and  Deacons,  fhew  the  Zeal 
with  which  you  abound  ;  here  mew  Danger,  not  to  the 
Church  indeed,  but  Danger  to  Virtue,  Danger  to  Chri- 
flianity  !  Here  alarm  your  Peoples  Ears,  here  roufe  their 
Paffions ;  and  ceafe  combating  harmlcfs  Notions  and  dry 
Ideas ,  till  you  have  utterly  defeated  glaring  Vice  and  ex- 
orbitant Debauchery. 

Our  Whig  is  an  irreconcilable  Enemy  to  the  felling  of 
Places,  or  conferring  them  partially.  To  be  given  to  the 
Wort  hi  eft,  is  the  publick  Voice  upon  this  Occafion. 
They  are  the  national  Rewards  for  well  deferving,  or  a 
Capacity  of  deferving  well ;  and  it  is  evident  Injuftice, 
and  a  kind  of  Robbery,  to  difpofe  of  them  upon  other 
Motives.  If  the  Candidate  has  Merit,  the  tacit  Con- 
fent  of  the  People  is  already  on  his  Side  ;  and  why 
ftiould  he  give  Money  for  that  which  is  his  due  r  If  he 
has  not  Merit,  why  mould  he  have  the  Recompence  of 
it  ?  Freely  you  have  received,  freely  give,  is  a  Precept 
which  has  Reafon  as  well  as  Infpiration  to  recommend 
and  enforce  it. 

Moft  or  all  of  the  great  Places  are  given  Gratis  to 
thofe  who,  as  to  their  Fortunes,  do  not  want  them,  and 
no  Laufe  can  be  afftgned  but  Avarice  and  want  of  Hu- 
man CompafTion  why  any  of  the  fmall  ones  mould  be 
fold,  when  they  are  fought  for  the  moft  part  as  the 
Means  of  Life  and  Sublicence, 


He 
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He  that  can  bargain  away  a  little  Poft,.  would  from 
the  feme  vile  Principle  difpofe  of  a  great  Kingdom  up- 
on valuable  Confiderations ;  and  fooner,  as  the  Price 
muft  be  greater,  and  consequently  the  Motives  ftrong- 
er. 

Every  Guilt  of  this  kind,  when  detected,  fhould  be 
branded  with  Incapacity  and  a  publick  Mark  of  Infamy. 
It  is  making  Traffick  of  one's  Country  ;  It  is  plundering 
Worth  of  its  Birthright ;  and  it  has  a  degree  of  Malig- 
nity and  Vilenefs  in  it,  which  ought  to  be  narrowly 
watched  and  feverely  punilhed.  It  is  true  this  Villany 
cannot  be  always  detected  openly  ;  but  by  obferving  Mens 
Circumftances  we  may  guefs  whether  they  fpend  or  lay4 
up  more  than  their  honed  Income ;  and  if  they  do,  we 
may  take  them  for  Criminals,  and  either  oblige  them  to 
account  for  the  Exccedings,  ordifabie  them  from  hurting 
us  more  in  the  fame  Staiion. 

In  King  Charles  the  Second's  Time,  a  French  Wo- 
man or  two,  and  a  Tribe  of  other  hungry  Courtiers  who 
came  with  him  from  beyond  Sea,  did  by  the  Connivance 
of  theMiniftry,  and  in  Confederacy  with  them,  make 
a  fair  Penny  of  the  Birthright  of  Britains.  The  Par- 
liament of  that  Time,  who  mould  have  been  the  Guar- 
dians and  Watchmen  of  the  Publick,  were  themfelves 
engaged  in  a  Trade  of  Corruption,  and  fpoke,  or  held 
their  Tongues,  as  they  were  paid.  In  that  Long  Par- 
liament there  was  a  Majority  of  Penfioners,  who  over- 
looked thefe  dark  Dealings,  and  many  more,  particu- 
larly that  of  the  arbitrary  Encreafe  of  the  Prince'sGuards, 
which  was  the  firft  Approach  towards  a  (land  ng  Army. 
Thefe  Guards  have  never  been  reduced  fince.  This  fhews 
the  dreadful  Danger  of  Precedents. 

But  neither  ought  Places  to  be  beftowed  out  of  private 
and  perfonal  Regards.  I  have  heard  of  the  Time,  when 
a  mean  obfeure  Jacobite,  was  put  into  a  fine  Poft  for 
Life,  purely  for  a  Piece  of  Work  which  deferved  no 
more  than  an  Attorney's  Fee.  Befides,  the  Publick 
had  no  concern  in  it.  When  at  the  fame  Time,  very 
many  deferving  Whigs  remain'd  unprovided  for,  and 
even  neglecled,  though  they  had  done  their  Country 
mors  Service  than  fome  who  had  much  better  Luck. 


There 
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There  were  a  Sort  of  Men  amongfl  us  many  Yean 
fince,  who  being  of  great  Confequence  to  themfelves,, 
had  adopted  the  Craft  of  Churchmen,  and  very  fo- 
lemnly  alTared  us  that  the  Nation  was  always  in  immi- 
nent Danger  when  they  were  not  in  Place,  But  as 
foon  as  the  Steerage  was  committed  to  them,  and  they: 
were  got  into  a  way  of  thriving,  all  was  fafe,  and  yet 
nothing  altered.  It  was  of  no  Moment  how  other  Potts 
were  conferred,  provided  they  enjoyed  the  greatejf,  and. 
the  Power  of  giving  the  fmaller.  If  a  Pretender  was 
worth  Money,  or  had  done  a  private  Job,  no  maiter 
for  his  P,:rts  and  Principles ;  Worthleffnefs  and  Jacobi- 
ttfm  were  no  Bars  to  Preferment;  nay,  the  'Tories  were 
invited  to  accept  of  very  good  Places  and  welcome, 
provided  they  aimed  not  at  the  highefi  of  all.  But  for 
the  Whigs  of  the  private  and  inferior  Clafs,  they  were  at 
Liberty  to  do  what  Good  they  pleafed  to  their  Country 
and  to  Mankind,  without  the  leaft  Pretenfions  to  the 
friendihip  of  the  Great:  On  the  contrary,  they  were 
told  they  very  arrogantly  difobliged  them,  and  marred 
their  Schemes  by  their  officious  Behaviour. 

I  am  perfuaded  it  is  other  wife  now,  and  that  in  due 
Time  we  mall  fee  the  Bijbop  of  Btingor  preferred  fuitably 
to  his  great  Merit.  I  hope  it  is  not  inconfiftent  with 
any  Schemes.  I  am  fure  the  Intererts  of  Truth  and 
Liberty  are  nearly  concerned  in  it.  For  my  part,  I 
ihould  not  wonder  if  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  adref- 
fed  his  Majefty  to  give  his  Lordfhip  the  beft  Bifhoprick 
in  England,  as  he  is  the  belt  Defender  of  the  Liberties 
of  England. 

I  hope  it  is  not  true  what  I  am  told,  namely,  That 
the  Eifhop  has  not  only  met  with  hard  Ufage  and  Dif- 
appointment,  but  even  hard  Names  from  fome  People, 
for  his  keeping  up  a  Spirit  which  hindered  the  Adoption 
©f  fome  true  Sons  of  the  Church  into  certain  Schemes. 

Let  me  alone  and  I  will  ht  you  alone,  is  no  longer 
the  Language  of  Children  at  play.  A  much  vvifer  fort 
of  People  have  taken  it  up,  and  it  appears  to  be^  the 
iirft  Article  of  a  certain  Bargain,  which  all  laft  Win:er 
we  were  piit  in  Hopes  of. 


if 
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If  fuch  People  could  have  their  Will,  the  Seminaries 
and  their  Miflionaries  might  go  on  to  fcatter  their  Poi- 
fon,  and  level  their  Do&rines  againft  the  fundamental 
Security  of  this  Nation  ;  to  ftrike  at  the  Root  of  our 
Peace  ;  to  over-bear  the  moft  glaring  Truths  with  bold 
and  Dangerous  Falfhoods,  and  to  have  it  in  their  Pow- 
er to  make  us  miferable  Bondmen  whenever  they  have  a 
fair  Opportunity.  Then  not  a  Stroke  mud  be  llruck  that 
may  difpleafe  or  difappoint  them;  not  a  Corruption  be 
removed  that  they  are  fond  of  ;  not  a  Clergyman  re- 
warded nor  any  Body  elfe,  who  has  writ  in  Defence  of 
Liberty,  and  made  them  angry. 

But  Almighty  God  has  been  fo  merciful  to  this  poor 
Nation,  as  to  blefs  us  with  a  Miniftry,  who,  fcorning 
all  mean  Tranfaclions,  will  alfo  (corn  to  enter  into  any 
Meafures  of  Union  and  Confederacy  with  the  High 
Clergy,  till  the  whole  Body  of  them  have  given  us  de- 
monliratvve  Proofs  of  their  Attachment  to  our  prefent 
Settlement  and  Gvil  Rights  ;  but  will,  on  the  contrary, 
enable  the  DilTenters,  in  the  mean  Time,  to  defend  U3 
and  themfelves  againft.  any  future  Attempts  to  diflurb 
and  enflave  us 

While  His  Majefly  reigns,  let  Him  have  what  Coun- 
sellors He  will,  our  Liberties  will  be  fecure.  His  very 
Terfon  and  Counter  ance  (hew  Him  to  be  a  virtuous, 
wife  and  beneficent  Prince,  and  every  Action  of  His 
Life  confirms  it.  But  will  He  live  for  ever  ?  And  can 
we  forget  our  many  Struggles  wirh  the  Hgh  Clergy  for 
the  Prefenation  of  our  Liberty  ?  Are  not  thefe  Men, 
"whom  we  fet  up  and  maintain,  for  ever  endeavouring  to 
pull  us  down,  and  to  make  a  Pr<  y  of  our  Profperity, 
and  Slaves  of  our  Perfons?  Do  they  nor  claim  our  Lands 
for  their  Poffeflions,  and  us  for  their  V;  iTals  ?  Have  we 
not  been  forced  to  wage  War  with  our  own  Mercena- 
ries ?  N 

May  we  not  therefore  expect  during  His  Majefly *s 
Reign  Security  againft  the  Time  to  come  ?  Have  we  not 
been  promifed  it?  And  will  any  Body  dare  to  affirm  that 
he  refufes  it?  No,  no.  I  wifh  others  were  as  ready  to 
afk  as  he  will  be  to  comply.  His  flrft  and  chief  Care, 
the  Nation's  Happinefs,  is  concerned  in  it;  and  the  Na- 
tion's 
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tion's  Principal  Care,  the  Security  of  His  Perfon  andFa*- 
mily,  is  alfo  concerned  in  it :  And  they  who  oppofe  or 
negled  it,  oppofe  and  neglecl  both. 

The  Diftenters  have  undeniably  proved  themfelves 
excellent  Subjects  and  Engljjhmen;  and  it  will  always  be 
their  Intereft  to  do  fo,  while  they  have  Protection  and 
Encouragement,  which  God  and  Nature,  and  our  Con- 
ftitution  allow  them.  They  aim  at  no  Independent 
Power.  They  have  no  Pretenfions  upon  the  Lands  and 
Liberties  of  England*  They  have  to  a  Man  kept  their 
Oaths  to  the  Government,  and  oppofed  the  Rebellion. 
They  are  a  fober  and  induftrious  People,  and  Promoters 
of  Morality  and  Trade,  two  great  Props  of  Liberty. 
And  the  higheft  Objection  againft  them  is,  That  they 
will  not  kneel  down  to  a  Prieil,  nor  worfTiip  a  piece  of 
Crape.  Yet  they  ftill  ftand  where  they  did,  and  are  like 
to  Hand  ;  for  it  leerqs  there  are  many  Aiie verations  and 
Oaths  gone  forth  ag  dnft  them,-  Zhal  the  Dif] enters  f jail 
rife  no  higher. 

It  is  fit  the  Diilenters  fho  :ki  know  that  they  deferver 
in  every  Refpeft,  the  beft  Ufage  the  Nation  can  give 
them ;  and  the  honeft  part  of  the  Nation,  to  do  it  Juftice, 
is  not  to  blame  if  they  want  it. 

Every  Government  Hands  by  confiding  in  thofe  that 
love  it.  The  prefent  Miniftry  owe  their  being  fo  to  their 
Principles  of  Liberty,  and  their  Adherrence  to  the  Suc- 
ceflion.  And  is  it  not  equally  reafonable  that  the  Dif- 
fenters,  who  have  the  fame  Plea,  fhould  pofiefs  in  a  pro- 
per Degree  the  fame  Favour  ?  And  yet  have  they  any 
other  Reward  than  Two  or  Three  meer  Negatives  ? 
They  contributed  largely  to  fave  the  Nation,  and  there- 
fore they  are  not  perfecuted.  Exceeding  kind  and  boun- 
tiful r  \ 

Their  Zeal  and  Induflry,  to  fay  nothing  of  their  Ex- 
pences,  in  chufing  Proteftant  Members  for  the  prefent 
Parliament,  will,  I  don't  doubt,  be  powerful  Motives 
with  grateful  Men  to  relieve  thefe  their  Friends  and  Be- 
faclors  from  the  Fetters  of  ^Tefls  which  were  intended 
againft  Papifls.  And  the  remarkable  Spirit  and  Alacrity 
which  they  (hewed  in  quelling  the  late.  Rebellion,  tho' 
at  the  Danger  of  Penalties  and  Profecutions,  was  like* 
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ivHe  a  loud  Demand  upon  thofe  who  could  take  their 
Thoughts  off  themfelves,  and  turn  them  to  the  publick 
Iwcerefl,  to  diftinguim  with  Qualifications  and  Rewards 
I  fuch  a  numerous  Body  of  weli  affected  Men. 
1     That  fuch  a  publick  Spirited  Defign  could  not  have 
;  been  carried  through,  will  hardly  be  believed.  Pro- 
!  jecl*  of  a  very  different  and  and  inferior  Nature  have 
:  been  attended  with  furprizing  Succefs.    And  not  one 
Bill,  or  Scheme,  that  had  the  lead  Face  of  publick 
Good,  has  mifcarried.    No ;  we  have  been  triumphant 
in  our  Under  takings  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  Info- 
much  that  it  is  hard  to  determine  which  is  more  remark- 
able, the  Zeal  of  that  Houfe  for  the  Eafe  and  Intereft 
of  the  Publick,  or  its  commendable  Faith  in  the  Mi- 
niftry. 

A  certain  Project  indeed  was  very  j  uft.lv,  and  very 
fortunately  for  Great  Britain,  received  by  all  dijintertfted 
Perfons  with  a  general  Abhorrence.  What  nvuft  fome 
Men  have  done,  when  nothing  can  fcreen  them  but  the 
akering  and  overturning  of  Foundations  ? 

But  to  return,  and  put  the  Behaviour  of  High  Church 
in  Baiiance  with  that  of  the  DiiTenters.  The  corrupt 
Clergy  were  through  all  England  pufhing  at  our  Settle- 
ment with  all  their  Might  and  Malice.  Some  of  them 
indeed  were  wary  and  filent,  but  their  good  Will  war 
never  the  lefs.  So  true  is  it,  that  they  who  are  not  for 
usy  are  again]}  us  ?  Even  in  their  Neutrality  they  were 
forfworn.  T  hus  the  AmJbafladors  of  Peace  and  Truth, 
and  the  great  Advocates  for  Non-Refiftance,  became 
the  Trumpeters  of  War,  and  the  Patrons  of  Perjury  and 
Rebellion. 

If  the  Diflenters  knew  what  Bargains  are  driven,  and 
with  what  Contempt  they  are  fpoken  of  and  what  a  mor- 
tal Antipathy  there  is  in  fome  People  againfl  giving  them 
any  fubftantial  Advantages,  they  would  not  be  fo  very 
free  in  drinking  certain  Healths,  which  are  now,  for 
good  Caufes,  omitted  by  their  truefi  Patrons  in  Town. 
J3ut  I  am  told  they  themfelves  begin  to  be  pretty  well 
cured  of  their  wonted  Fondnefs  that  way.    God  knows, 

they  have  fufficient  Reafon,    Mr.  W  was  once  their 

great  Favourite ;  They  fee  how  he  lemd  them.  Have 

they 
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they  found  others  much  kinder?  I  wilh  that  even 
their  profefted  Plenipo's,  who  lofe  nothing  by  being 
at  the  Head  of  their  Affairs,  do  not  now  and  then  drop 
their  Zeal  for  Separation^  in  Confideration  of  a  Bank 
Bill,  or  a  pretty  Income.  It  is  certain  they  go  every 
Length  ;  whether  confiftent!y  with  their  Commiifion,  let 
their  Principals  j  udge. 

There  has  been  ia  ely  a  Motion  made  in  the  Iri/b  Par- 
liament, in  favour  of  Proteftant  Diffenters  in  that  King- 
<bm.  I  will  not  fuppofe  they  are  beholding  for  this 
Favour  to  the  Author  of  the  Letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury ;  but  of  this  1  dare  be  pofitive,  That  if  fome 
People  have  half  as  much  Zeal  for  paffing  fuch  a  Bill  in 
Irnand>  as  they  had,  and,  I  am  told,  ftiil  have,  for 
pafling  another  in  England,  it  will  not  hereafter  mif- 
carry. 

P.  S.  In  the  Second  Part  of  this  Character  will  be 
confidered  the  Affair  of  a  Northern  War. 


A  Difcourfe  cf  Standing  Armies  ;  Jhew- 
img  the  Folly,  Ufelefnefs,  and  Danger  of 
Standing  Armies  in  Great  Britain.  By 
T.  Gordon,  Efq$ 

Anno  ijii. 

WHfeN,  in  King  William's  Reign,  the  Quezon 
Was  in  Debate,  whether  England  mould  be  ruled 
by  Standing  Armies  ?  The  Argument  commonly  ufed 
by  fome  who  had  the  Prefumpuon  to  call  themfelves 
Whigs,  and  owned  in  the  Ballancing  Letter,  fuppofed  to 
be  written  by  one  who  gave  the  Word  to  all  the  reft* 

was* 
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was,  That  all  Governments  mull  have  their  Periods  one 
Time  or  other,  and  when  that  Time  came,  all  En- 
deavours to  preferve  Liberty  were  fruitlefs  ;  and  fhrewd 
Hints  were  given  in  that  Letter,  that  England  was  re- 
duced to  fuch  a  Condition  ;  that  our  Corruptions  were 
fo  great,  and  the  Diflatisfa.&ion  of  the  People  was  fo 
general,  that  the  pubhck  Safety  could  not  be  preferved, 
but  by  encreafing  the  Power  of  the  Crown  :  And  this 
Argument  was  ufed  by  thofe  marr  elefs  Men,  who  had 
cauied  ali  that  Corruption,  and  all  that  DiiTatisfa&i- 
on. 

But  that  Gentleman  and  his  Followers  were  foon  taught 
to  fpeak  other  Language  :  They  were  removed  from  the 
Capaci  y  of  perplexing  publick  AfVairs  an^  more.  The 
Naaon  fhuw  a  a  Spir  t  that  would  not  fubmit  to  Slavery; 
and  their  unhappy  and  betrayed  Mailer,  from  being  the 
moil  popular  Prince  who  ever  fat  upon  the  Englijb 
Throne,  became,  through  the  Treachery  of  his  Servants, 
fufpeCted  by  many  of  his  bell  Subje&s,  and  was  render- 
ed ,  :able,  by  their  Jealoufie?,  to  defend  himfeif  and 
them  ;  and  10  coniiderable  a  r-aclion  was  formed  againir. 
his  Adxiiniftra'ion,  -hat  no  good  Man  can  refiecl  vvuhout 
Concei  w  and  Horror,  on  the  Difficulties  which  that  Great 
and  Good  King  wab  reduced  to  grapple  with,  during  the 
Remainder  oi    is  nu.blelome  Reign. 

I  have  la* el)  met  with  iome  Creatures  and  Tools  of 
Power,  who  iprak  the  iame  Language  now  :  They  tell 
us,  that  Matters  are  come  to  that  Pafs,  that  we  mull 
ei  her  receive  tht  Piete  der,  or  keep  him  out  with  Bri- 
bes ana  Standing  A  rmies :  1  hat  the  Nation  is  fo  co  rupt, 
that  there  is  no  gc\ernirg  it  by  any  other  Means;  And, 
in  fhort,  that  we  muft  fubmit  to  this  jgreai  Evil,  to  pre- 
vent a  grcaier ;  ao  if  any  Milchie^  could  be  more  terri- 
ble than  the  highelt  and  mull  terrible  of  all  Miichiefs, 
universal  Corruption,  and  a  military  Government.  It 
is  indetd  impombie  for  'he  Subtihy  of  Traitors,  the 
Malice  of  T  evils,  or  for  the  Cunning  and  Cruelt)  of  our 
moil  implacable  lEnemies,  to  fuggeii  ftronger  Motives, 
for  the  undermining  and  Overthrow  of  our  excellent 
Efrablimment,  which  is  built  upon  the  Deftruction  of 
Tyranny,  and  can  ftand  upon  no  other  Bottom.    It  is 

Madneft 
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Madnefs  in  Extremity,  to  hope  that  a  Government 
founded  upon  Liberty,  and  the  free  Choice  of  the  Af- 
fertors  of  it,  can  be  Supported  by  other  Principles ;  and 
whoever  would  maintain  it  by  contrary  ones,  intends  to 
blow  it  up,  let  him  ailedge  what  he  will.  This  gives 
me  every  Day  new  Reafons  to  believe  what  I  have  long 
fuipe&ed .;  for,  if  ever  a  Queftion  ihould  arife,  Whether 
a  Naticn  fliaM  fubmit  to  certain  Ruin,  or  llruggle  for  a 
Remedy  r  thefe  Gentlemen  well  know  which  Side  they 
will  chufe,  and  certainly  intend  that  which  they  mull 
chufe. 

I  am  willing  to  think,  that  thefe  impotent  Babblers 
fpeak  not  the  Senfe  of  their  Superiors,  but  would  make 
fcrvile  Court  to  them  from  Topicks  which  they  abhor. 
Their  Superiors  mult  know,  that  it  is  Raving  and 
Phrenzy  to  affirm,  that  a  free  People  can  be  long  go- 
vern'd  by  impotent  Terrors  j  that  Millions  will  confent 
to  be  ruin'd  by  the  Corruptions  of  a  few  ;  or  that  thofe 
few  will  join  in  their  Ruin  any  longer  than  the  Cor- 
ruption lafts :  That  every  Day  new  and  greater  De- 
mands will  rife  upon  the  Corruptors  ;  that  no  Revenue, 
how  gre  A  foever,  will  feed  the  Voracioufnefs  of  the 
Corrupted  ;  and  that  every  Difappointment  will  make 
them  turn  upon  the  OpprefTors  of  their  Country,  and 
fall  into  its  true  Interelt  and  their  own  :  That  there  is  no 
Way  in  Nature  to  preferve  a  Revolution  in  Government, 
but  by  making  the  People  eafy  under  it,  and  (hewing 
them  their  lntereft  in  it ;  and  that  Corruption,  Bribery, 
and  Terrors,  will  make  no  lading  Friends,  but  infinite 
and  implacable  Enemies ;  and  that  the  beft  Security  of  a 
Prince  amongfl  a  free  People,  is  the  Affections  of  his 
People,  which  he  c  m  always  gain  by  making  their  ln- 
tereft his  own,  and  by  Ihewing  that  all  his  Views  tend  to 
their  Good.  They  will  then,  as  they  love  themfelves, 
love  him,  and  defend  him  who  defends  them.  Upon 
this  faithful  Bafis,  his  Safety  will  be  better  eftablilhed, 
than  upon  the  ambitious  and  variable  Leaders  of  a  few 
Legions,  who  may  be  corrupted,  difobiig'd,  or  furpriz'd, 
and  often  have  been  fo  ;  and  hence  great  Revolutions 
have  been  brought  about,  and  great  Nations  undone,  on- 
ly by  the  Revolt  of  fingle  Regiments. 


Shew 
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Shew  a  Nation  their  Intereft,  and  they  will  certainly 
fall  into  it :  A  whole  People  can  have  no  Ambition  but 
to  be  governed  juftly;  and  when  they  are  fo,  the  In- 
trigues and  DivTatisfaclions  of  Particulars  will  fall  upon 
their  own  Heads.  What  has  any  of  our  former  Courts 
ever  got  by  Corruption,  but  to  difarTecl  the  People,  and 
weaken  themfelves  ?  Let  us  now  think  of  other  Methods, 
if  it  is  only  for  the  Sake  of  the  Experiment.  The  Ways 
of  Corruption  have  been  tried  long  enough  in  paft  Ad- 
miniftrations :  Let  us  try,  in  this,  what  publick  Honefty 
will  do,  and  not  condemn  it,  before  we  have  fully 
proved  it,  and  found  it  ineffe&ual ;  and  it  will  be  Time 
jenough  to  try  other  Methods,  when  this  fails. 

That  we  mull  either  receive  the  Pretender,  or  keep  up 
great  Armies  to  keep  him  out,  is  frightful  and  unnatural 
Language  to  Englijh  Ears ;  It  is  an  odd  Way  of  dealing 
with  us,  that  of  offering  us,  or  forcing  upon  us,  an  Al- 
ternative, where  the  Side  which  they  would  recommend, 
is  full  as  formidable  as  the  Side  from  which  they  would 
terrify  us.  If  we  are  to  be  governed  by  Armies,  it  is  all 
one  to  us,  whether  they  be  Proteftant  or  Popim  Armies ; 
the  Difttnclion  is  ridiculous,  like  that  between  a  good  and 
a  bad  Tyranny  :  We  fee,  in  Effect,  that  it  is  the  Power 
and  Arms  of  a  Country,  that  forms  and  directs  the  Re- 
ligion of  a  Country  ;  and  I  have  before  Ihewn,  that  true 
Religion  cannot  fubfitl,  where  true  Liberty  does  not.  It 
was  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  King  James's  ufurped  Power, 
and  his  many  Forces,  and  not  his  being  a  Papitf,  that 
rendered  him  dreadful  to  his  People.  Military  Govern- 
ments are  all  alike ;  nor  does  the  Liberty  and  Property 
of  the  Subject  fare  a  bit  the  better,  or  the  worfe,  for  the 
Faith  and  Opinion  of  the  Soldiery.  Nor  does  an  Arbi- 
trary Proteftant  Prince  ufe  his  People  better  than  an  Arbi- 
trary Popiih  Prince,  and  we  have  feen  both  Sorts  of  them 
changing  the  Religion  of  their  Country,  according  to  their 
Lull. 

Thev  are  therefore  ftupid  Politicians,  who  would  de- 
rive Advantages  from  a  Diftin&ion  which  is  manifeftiy 
without  a  Difference :  It  is  like,  however,  that  they  may 
improve  in  tfieir  Subtilties,  and  come,  in  Time,  to  di- 
ftingumY  between  corrupt  Corruption,  and  uncorrupt 
Corruption,  between  a  good  ill  Adminiftration,  and  an 
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ill  good  Adminiu1  ration,  between  oppreflive  Oppreifion, 
and  unopprcflive  OpprelTion,  and  between  French  Dra- 
gooning and  EngUfo  Dragooning ;  for  there  is  fcarce  any 
other  new  Pitch  of  Nonienfe  and  Contradiction  left  to 
fuch  Men  in  their  Reafoning  upon  Publick  Affairs,  and 
in  the  Part  they  act  in  them. 

Of  a  Piece  with  the  reft,  is  the  ftupid  Cunning  of  fome 
Sort  of  Statefmen,  and  practifed  by  mod  Foreign  Courts, 
to  blame  the  poor  People  for  the  Mifery  they  bring  upon 
them.  They  fay  they  are  extremely  corrupt,  and  fo  keep 
them  ftarving  and  enflaved  by  Way  of  Protection.  They 
corrupt  them  by  all  manner  of  Ways  and  Inventions,  and 
then  reproach  them  for  being  corrupt.  A  whole  Nation 
cannot  be  bribed,  and  if  its  Reprefentatives  are,  it  is  not 
the  Fault,  but  the  Misfortune  of  the  Nation  ;  and  if  the 
Corrupt  fave  themfelves  by  corrupting  others,  the  People 
who  fufFer  by  the  Corruptions  of  both,  are  to  be  pitied, 
and  not  abufed.  Nothing  can  be  more  fhamelefs  and 
provoking,  than  to  bring-  a  Nation  by  execrable  Frauds 
and  Extortions,  againft  its  daily  Proteftations  and  Remon- 
ilrances,  into  a  miferable  Pals,  and  then  father  all  thofe 
Villanies  upon  the  People  who  would  have  gladly  hang- 
ed the  Authors  of  them.  At  Rome,  the  whole  People 
could  be  entertained,  feafted,  and  bribed  ;  but  it  is  not  fo 
elfewhere,  where  the  People  are  too  numerous,  and  too 
farfpreid,  to  be  debauched,  cajoled,  and  purchafed  ; 
and  if  any  of  their  Leaders  are,  it  is  without  the  People's 
Confent. 

There  is  fcarce  fuch  a  Thing  under  the  Sun  as  a  cor- 
rupt People,  where  the  Government  is  uncorrupt ;  it  is 
that,  and  that  alone,  which  makes  them  fo  ;  and  to  ca- 
lumniate them  for  what  they  do  not  feek,  but  fufFer  by, 
is  as  great  Impudence,  as  it  would  be  to  knock  a  Man 
down,  and  then  rail  at  him  for  hurting  himfeif.  In 
what  Inftances  do  the  People  of  any  Country  in  the 
World  throw  away  their  Money  by  Millions,  unlefs  by 
trading  it  to  thofe  who  do  fo  ?  Where  do  the  People 
fend  great  Fleet?,  at  a  great  Charge,  to  be  frozen  up  in 
one  Climate,  or  to  be  eaten  up  by  Worms  in  another,  un- 
lets for  their  Trade  and  Advantage  ?  Where  do  the  People 
enter  into  mad  Wars  againft  their  Intereft,  or,  after  vic- 
arious ones,  make  Peace,  without  ftipulating  for  one 
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new  Advantage  for  themfelves  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
pay  the  Enemy  for  having  beaten  them  ?  Where  do  the 
People  plant  Colonies,  or  purchafe  Provinces,  at  a  vaft 
Expence,  without  reaping,  or  expecting  to  reap,  one  Far- 
thing from  them,  and  yet  £t ill  defend  them  at  a  further 
Expence  ?  Where  do  the  People  make  diffracted  Bar- 
gains, to  get  imaginary  Millions,  and  after  having  loft 
by  fuch  Bargains  almoft  all  the  real  Millions  they  had,  yet 
give  more  Millions  to  get  rid  of  them  ?  What  wife  or 
dutiful  People  confents  to  be  without  the  Influence  of 
the  Prefence  of  their  Prince,  and  of  his  Virtues,  or  of 
thofe  of  his  Family,  who  are  to  come  after  him  ?  No— 
thefe  Things  are  never  done  by  any  People  ;  but,  where- 
ever  they  are  done,  they  are  done  without  their  Confent ; 
and  yet  all  thefe  Things  have  been  done  in  former  Ages, 
and  in  neighbouring  Kingdoms. 

For  fuch  guilty  and  corrupt  Men,  therefore,  to  charge 
the  People  with  Corruption,  whom  either  they  have  cor- 
rupted, or  cannot  corrupt,  and,  having  brought  great 
Mifery  upon  them,  to  threaten  them  with  more,  is,  in 
effect,  to  tell  them  plainly,  '  Gentlemen,  we  have  ufed 
you  very  ill,  for  which  you  who  are  innocent  of  it,  are 
to  blame  ;  we  therefore  find  it  neceffary,  for  your  Good, 
to  ufe  you  no  better,  or  rather  worfe ;  and  if  you  will 
not  accept  of  this  our  Kindnefs,  which,  however,  we 
will  force  upon  you,  if  we  can,  we  will  give  you  up  into 
the  terrible  Hands  of  raw  Head  and  bloody  Bones ;  who, 
being  your  Enemy,  may  do  you  as  much  Mifchief,  as 
we  v/ho  are  your  Friends  have  done  you.'  I  appeal  to 
common  Senfe,  Whether  this  be  not  the  Sum  of  luch 
Threats  and  Reafonings  in  their  native  Colours. 

The  Partizans  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  when  he  was  me- 
ditating Tyranny  over  the  Three  Natious,  gave  out,  that 
it  was  the  only  Expedient  to  balance  Factions,  and  to 
keep  out  Charles  Stuart  ;  and  fo  they  did  worfe  Things 
to  keep  him  out,  than  he  could  have  done  if  they  had  let 
him  in.  And,  after  the  King's  Restoration,  when  there 
was  an  Attempt  made  to  make  him  abfolute,  by  enabling 
him  to  raife  Money  without  Parliament;  an  Attempt 
which  every  Courtier,  except  Lord  Clarendon,  came  into  ; 
it  was  alledged  to  be  the  only  Expedient  to  keep  the  Na- 
tion from  falling  back  into  a  Commonwealth  ;  as  if 
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any  Commonwealth  upon  Earth  was  not  better  than  any 
Abfolute  Monarchy.  His  Courtiers  forefaw,  that  by 
their  mad  and  extravagant  Measures,  they  mould  make 
the  Nation  mad,  and  were  willing  to  fave  themfelves  by 
the  fatal  Deflruclion  of  the  Nation ;  they  therefore  em- 
ployed their  Creatures  to  whifper  abroad  ftupid  and  vil- 
lainous Reafons  why  People  mould  be  content  to  be  final- 
ly undone,  left  fomething  not  near  fo  bad  Ihould  befall 
them. 

Thofe  who  have,  by  abufing  a  Nation,  forfeited  its 
AfTe&ions,  will  never  be  for  trufting  a  People,  who,  they 
know,  dojuftly  deteft  them;  but  having  procured  their 
Averiion  and  Enmity,  will  be  for  fortifying  themfelves 
againft  it  by  all  proper  Ways ;  and  the  Ways  of  Corrup- 
tion, Depredation,  and  Force,  being  the  only  proper 
ones,  they  will  not  fail  to  be  praclifed  ;  and  thofe  who 
praclife  them,  when  they  can  no  longer  deny  them,  will 
be  finding  Reafons  to  juftify  them  ;  and  becaufe  they 
dare  not  avow  the  true  Reafons,  they  muft  find  fuch 
falfe  ones  sis  are  moil  likely  to  amufe  and  tenify :  And 
hence  fo  much  Nonfenfe  and  Improbability  uttered  in 
lhat  Reign,  and  fometimes  fince,  to  vindicate  guilty 
Men,  and  vilify  an  innocent  People,  who  were  fo  extra» 
vagantly  fond  of  that  Prince,  that  their  Liberties  were 
almoft  gone,  before  they  would  believe  them  in  Dan- 
ger. 

It  is  ascertain  that  King  James  II.  wanted  no  Army 
to  help  him  to  preferve  the  Conftitution,  nor  to  recon- 
cile the  People  to  their  own  Intereft :  But,  as  he  in- 
tended to  invade  and  deftroy  both,  nothing  but  Corrup- 
tion and  a  Standing  Army  could  enable  him  to  do  it  ; 
and,  thank  God,  even  his  Army  failed  him,  when  he 
brought  in  Irijb  Troops  to  help  them.  This  therefore 
was  his  true  Defign  ;  but  his  Pretences  were  very  diffe- 
rent He  pleaded  the  Necefficy  of  his  Affairs,  nay,  of 
publick  Affairs,  and  of  keeping  up  a  good  Standing 
Force  to  preferve  his  Kingdoms  forfooth  from  Infults  at 
home  and  from  abroad.  This  was  the  Bait ;  but  his  Peo- 
ple, who  had  no  longer  any  Faith  in  him,  and  to  whom 
the  Hook  appeared  threatening  and  bare  would  not  be- 
lieve him,  nor  fwallow  it ;  and  if  they  were  jealous  of 
him,  reftlefs  under  him,  and  ready  to  rife  againit  him, 
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he  gave  them  fufficient  Caufc.  He  was  under  no  Hard- 
ship nor  Neceflity  but  what  he  created  to  himfelf,nor  did 
his  People  withdraw  their  Affections  from  him,  till  he 
had  withdrawn  his  Right  to  thofe  Affections.  Thofe  who 
have  ufed  you  ill,  will  never  forgive  you  ;  and  it  is  no 
new  Thing  wantonly  to  make  an  Enemy,  and  then  to 
calumniate  and  deftroy  him  for  being  fo. 

When  People,  through  continual  ill  Ufage,  grow 
weary  of  their  prefent  ill  Condition,  they  will  be  fo  far 
from  being  frightn'd  with  a  Change,  that  they  will  wifh 
for  one ;  and  inftead  of  terrifying  them,  by  threatning 
them  with  one,  you  do  but  pleafe  them,  even  in  Inftances 
where  they  have  no  Reafon  to  be  pleafed.  Make  them 
happy,  and  they  will  dread  any  Change ;  but  while  they 
are  ill  ufed,  they  will  not  fear  the  worft.  The  Authors 
of  publick  Mifery  and  Plunder,  may  feek  their  only 
Safety  in  general  Defolation  ;  but,  to  the  Pople,  nothing 
can  be  worfe  than  Ruin,  from  what  Hand  foever  it  comes : 
A  Proteftant  Mufket  kills  as  fure  as  a  Popifh  one  ,  and  an 
Oppreffor  is  an  OpprefTor,  to  whatever  Church  he  be- 
longs :  The  Sword  and  the  Gun  are  of  every  Church, 
and  fo  are  the  Inftruments  of  Qppreflion.  The  late  Di- 
rectors were  all  ftanch  Proteftants ;  and  Cromwell  had  a 
violent  Averfion  to  Popery. 

We  are,  doubtlefs,  under  great  Neceflities  in  our  pre- 
fent Circumftances ;  but  to  increafe  them,  in  order  to 
cure  them,  would  be  a  prepofterous  Remedy,  worthy  on- 
ly of  them  who  brought  them  upon  us  ;  and  who,  if 
they  had  common  Shame  in  th  em,  would  conceal,  as  far 
as  they  could,  under  Silence,  the  heavy  Evils,  which, 
tho'  they  lie  upon  every  Man's  Shoulders,  yet  lie  only 
at  the  Doors  of  a  few.  TheJ  Plea  of  Neceflity,  if 
it  can  be  taken,  will  juftify  any  Mifchief,  [  and  the 
worft  Mifchiefs.  Private  Neceflity  makes  Men  Thieves 
and  Robbers ;  but  publick  Neceflity  requires  that  Rob- 
bers of  all  Sizes  mould  be  hanged.  Publick  Neceflity 
therefore,  and  the  Neceflity  of  fuch  pedant  Politicians, 
are  different  and  oppoflte  Things.  There  is  no  Doubt, 
but  Men  guilty  of  great  Crimes,  would  be  glad  of  an 
enormous  Power  to  protect  them  in  the  greater!: ;  and 
then  tell  us  there  is  a  Neceflity  for  it.  Thofe  again  ft 
P  3  whom 
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whom  Juftice  is  armed,  will  never  talk  thus,  and  ever 
think  it  necefiary  to  difarm  her.  But  whatever  fincere 
Services  they  may  mean  to  themfelves  by  it,  they  can 
mean  none  to  his  Majefty,  who  would  be  undone  with 
his  Subjects,  by  fuch  treacherous  and  ruinous  Services  : 
And  therefore  it  is  fit  that  Mankind  mould  know,  and 
they  themfelves  mould  know,  that  his  Majefty  can  and 
will  be  defended  againft  them  and  their  Pretender,  with- 
out Standing  Armies,  which  would  make  him  formidable 
only  to  his  People,  and  contemptible  to  his  Foes,  who 
take  juftly  the  Meafure  of  his  Power  from  his  Credit  with 
his  Subjects. 

But  I  fhall  confider  what  prefent  Occafion  there  is  of 
keeping  up  more  Troops  than  the  ufual  Guards  and  Gar- 
rifons,  and  fhall  a  little  further  animadvert  upon  the 
Arts  and  frivolous  Pretences  made  Ufe  of,  in  former 
Reigns,  to  reduce  this  Government  to  the  Condition  and 
Model  of  the  pretended  jure  Divino- Monarchies,  where 
Millions  muft  be  miferable  and  undone,  to  make  one  and 
a  few  of  his  Creatures  lawlefs,  rampant,  and  unfafe. 

It  is  certain,  that  Liberty  is  never  fo  much  in  danger, 
as  upon  a  Deliverance  from  Slavery.  The  remaining 
Dread  of  the  Mifchiefs  efcaped,  generally  drives,  or  de- 
coys Men  into  the  fame  or  greater  ;  for  then  the  Paf- 
fions and  Expections of  fome,  run  high;  and  the  Fears 
of  others  make  them  fubmit  to  any  Misfortunes  to  a- 
void  an  Evil  that  is  over ;  and  both  Sorts  concur  in  giving 
to  a  Deliverer  all  that  they  are  delivered  from :  In  the 
Tranfports  of  a  Reftoration,  or  Victory,  or  upon  a  Plot 
difcovered,  or  a  Rebellion  quelled,  nothing  is  thought 
too  much  for  the  Benefactor,  nor  any  Power  too  great  to 
be  left  to  his  Difcretion,  tho'  there  can  never  be  lefs 
Reafon  for  giving  it  to  him  than  at  thofe  Times ;  becaufe, 
for  the  moil  part,  the  Danger  is  paft,  his  Enemies  are 
defeated  and  intimidated,  and  consequently  that  is  a  pro- 
per Juncture  for  the  People  to  fettle  themfelves,  and  fe- 
cure  their  Liberties,  fince  no  one  is  likely  todifturb  them 
in  doing  fo. 

However,  I  confefs,   that  Cuftom,  from  Time  im- 
memorial, is  againft  me.  and  the  fame  Cuftom  has  made 
jnoft  of  Mankind  Slaves :   Agathodes  faved  the  Syracu- 
Jians9  and  afterwards  deftroyed  them.    P[pftraius  pre- 
tending 
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tending  to  be  wounded  for  protecting  the  Peopie,  pre- 
vailed with  them  to  allow  him  a  Guard  for  the  Defence 
of  his  Perfon,  and  by  the  Help  of  that  Guard  ufurp'd 
the  Sovereignty  :  Ccefar  and  Marius  delivered  the  Com- 
mons of  Rome  from  the,  Tyranny  of  the  Nobles,  and 
made  them felves M afters  of  both  Commons  and  Nobles: 
Sylla  delivered  the  Senate  from  the  Infolence  of  the  Peo  • 
pie,  and  did  them  more  Mifchief  thin  the  Rabble  could 
have  done  in  a  Thoufand  Years :  Gt$fia*uus  Eric/on  de  - 
livered the  Swedes  from  the  OpprefTion  of  the  Denies,  and 
made  large  Steps  towards  enflaving  them  hvnfelf :  The 
Antwetpians  called  in  the  Duke  of  Ailencon,  to  defend 
them  again  ft  the  Spaniards ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  got,  as 
he  thought,  in  full  PoiTelfion  of  their  T  own,  but  he  fell 
upon  them  himfelf  with  the  Forces  which  he  brought  for 
their  Defence.  But  the  Town fm en  happened  to  be  too 
many  for  him,  and  drove  thefe  their  new  Protectors  home 
again :  Which  Difapppointment,  and  juft  Difgrace, 
broke  that  good  Duke's  Heart.  Oliver  Cromwell  headed 
an  Army  which  pretended  to  fight  for  Liberty,  and  by 
that  Army  became  a  Bloody  Tyrant ;  as  I  once  faw  a 
Hawk  very  generoufly  refcue  a  Turtle  Dove  from  the 
Perfecutions  of  two  Crows,  and  then  eat  him  up  him- 
felf 

Almoft  all  Men  defire  Power,  and  few  lofe  any  Op- 
portunity to  get  it,  and  all  who  are  like  to  fufFer  under 
it,  ought  to  be  ftri&ly  upon  their  Guard  in  fuch  Con- 
junctures as  are  moft  likely  to  encreafe,  and  make  it  un- 
controulable.  There  are  but  two  Ways  in  Nature  to 
enflave  a  People,  and  continue  that  Slavery  over  them  ; 
the  firft  is  Superftition,  and  the  la  ft:  is  Force  :  By  the  one, 
we  are  perfwaded  that  it  is  our  Duty  to  be  undone  ;  and 
the  other  undoes  us  whether  we  will  or  no.  I  take  it, 
that  we  are  pretty  much  out  of  Danger  of  the  firft,  at 
prefent  ;  and,  I  think,  we  cannot  be  too  much  upon  our 
guard  againft  the  other  ;  for,  tho'  we  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  beft  Prince  in  the  World,  yet  we  have  every 
thing  to  fear  from  thofe  who  would  give  him  a  Power 
inconfiftent  with  Liberty,  and  with  a  Ccnftitution  which 
has  lafted  almoft  a  Thoufand  Years  without  fuch  a  Power, 
which  will  never  be  afked  with  an  Intention  to  make  no 
Ufe  of  it. 

P  4  The 
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The  Nation  was  fo  mad,  upon  the  Reftoration  of  King 
Charles  II.  that  they  gave  to  him  all  thatheafked,  and 
more  than  he  afked  :  They  complemented  him  with  a 
vail  Revenue  for  Life,  and  almoft  with  our  Liberties  and 
Religion  too  ;  and  if  unforefeen  Accidents  had  not  hap- 
pened to  prevent  it,  without  doubt  we  had  loft  both  ;  and 
if  his  Succeflbr  could  have  had  a  little  Patience,  and  had 
ufed  no  Rogues  but  his  old  Rogues,  he  might  have  ac- 
compliihed  the  Balinefs,  and  Popery  and  Arbitrary 
Power  had  been  Jure  Divino  at  this  Day  ;  but  he  made 
too  much  hafte  to  be  at  the  End  of  his  J©urney ;  and  his 
Priefts  were  in  too  much  hafte  to  be  on  Horfeback  too, 
and  fo  the  Beaft  grew  fkittifh,  and  overthrew  them 
both. 

Then  a  new  Set  of  Deliverers  arofe,  who  had  faved 
us  from  Kin&  Jameses  Army,  andwou'd  have  given  us 
a  bigger  In  the  Room  of  it,  and  fome  of  them  Fo- 
reigners ;  and  told  us  that  the  King  longed  for  them,  and 
it  was  a  Pity  that  fo  good  a  Prince  mould  lofe  his  Long- 
ing, and  mifcarry  ;  but  he  did  lofe  it,  and  mifcarried  no 
otherwife  than  by  lofing  a  great  Part  of  the  Confidence 
which  many  of  his  beft  Subjects  before  had  in  his  Mo- 
deration ;  which  Lofs,  made  the  Remainder  of  his  Reign 
uneafy  to  him,  and  to  every  good  Man  who  faw  it :  I  re- 
member, all  Men  then  declared  againft  a  Standing  Army, 
and  the  Courtiers  amongft  the  reft,  who  were  only  for  a 
Land  Force i  to  be  kept  up  no  longer  than  till  the  King  of 
France  difbanded  his,  and  till  the  Kingdom  was  fettled, 
and  the  People  better  fatisfied  with  the  Adminiftration  ; 
and  then  there  was  nothing  left  to  do,  in  order  to  per- 
petuate them,  but  to  take  Care  that  the  People  lhould 
never  be  fatisfied  :  An  Art  often  pra&is'd  with  an  ama- 
zing Succefs. 

The  Reafons  then  given  for  keeping  up  an  Army  were, 
the  great  Number  of  Jacobites,  the  Difaffettion  of  the 
Clergy  and  Univerfities,  the  Power  and  Enmity  of 
France,  and  the  Neceflity  of  preferving  fo  excellent  a 
Body  of  Troops  to  maintain  the  Treaty  of  Partition, 
which  they  had  newly  and  wifely  made  :  But  notwith- 
standing the  Army  was  difbanded,  no  Plot,  Confpiracy ,  or 
Rebellion,  happened  by  their  difbanding :  The  Partition 

Treaty 
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Treaty  was  broke  ;  a  new  Army  was  raifed,  which  won 
Ten  times  as  many  Victories  as  the  former,  and  Europe,  at 
laft,  is  fettled  upon  a  much  better  Foot  than  it  would 
have  been  by  the  Partition  Treaty.  The  Emperor  is  as 
ftrong  as  he  ought  to  be.  The  Dutch  have  a  good  Bar- 
rier. Another  Power  is  raifed  in  Europe  to  keep  the  Bal- 
lance  even,  which  neither  can  nor  will  be  formidable  to 
us  without  our  own  Fault ;  France  is  undone,  and  the 
Regent  muft  be  our  Friend,  and  have  Dependance  upon 
our  Protection ;  fo  that  fome  few  of  thefe  Reafons  are 
to  do  now,  what  altgoether  we  could  not  do  then,  tho'  we 
are  not  the  tenth  Part  fo  well  able  to  maintain  them  as  we 
were  then 

I  mould  be  glad  to  know  in  what  Situation  of  our  Af- 
fairs it  can  be  fafe  to  reduce  our  Troops  to  the  ufual 
Guards  and  Garrifons,  if  it  cannot  be  done  now  ?  There 
is  no  Power  in  Europe  confiderable  enough  to  threaten 
us,  who  can  have  any  Motives  to  do  fo,  if  we  purfue  the 
old  Maxims  and  natural  Intereft,  •  of  Great  Britain* 
which  is,  To  meddle  no  farther  <with  Foreign  Squabbles 
than  to  keep  the  Ballance  e<ven  befovee??  France  arid  Spain  : 
And  this  is  lefs  neceilary  too  for  us  to  do  now,  than  for- 
merly ;  becaufe  the  Emperor  and  Holland  are  able  to  do 
it,  and  mult  and  will  do  it  without  us,  or  at  leaft  with  but 
little  of  our  AiMance  ;  but  if  we  uruieceli'arily  engage 
againft,  the  Interefts  of  either,  we  muil  thank  ourfelves, 
if  they  endeavour  to  prevent  the  Effects  of  it,  by  finding 
us  Work  at  Home. 

When  the  Army  was  difbanded  in  King  WMiam',% 
Reign,  a  Prince  was  in  Being  who  *  as  personally  known 
to  many  of  his  former  Subjects,  and  had  obliged  great 
Numbers  of  them;  who  was  fuppOrted  by  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  Monarchs  in  the  World,  that  had  won 
numerous  Victories,  and  had  almoft  always  defeated  his 
Enemies,  and  who  ilill  preferved  his  Power  and  his  Ani- 
mofny  :  His  pretended  Son  was  then  an  Infant,  and 
for  any  Thing  that  then  appeared,  might  have  proved  an 
active  and  a  dangerous  Enemy,  and  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  his  Tutors  might  have  educated  hirn  a'half  Proteilanc 
or  at  leaft  have  taught  him  to  have  difguifed  his  true  Re- 
ligion ;  At  that  Time,  the  Revolution,  and  Revel  ution- 
P  5  Principle^ 
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Principles,  were  in  their  Infancy ;  and  moft  of  the  Bi- 
fhopsand  dignified  Clergy,  as  well  as  many  others  in 
Employment,  owed  their  Preferments  and  Principles  to 
the  abdicated  Family,  and  the  Reverfe  of  this,  in  our 
Ca/e  now. 

France  has  been  torn  to  Pieces  by  numerous  Defeats, 
its  People  and  Manufactures  deftroyed  by  War,  Famine, 
the  Plague,  and  their  Mijpfipi  Company  ;  and  they  are 
fo  divided  at  Home,  that  they  will  rind  enough  to  do  to 
fave  themfelves  without  troubling  their  Neighbours,  and 
elpecially  a  Neighbour  from  whom  the  governing  Pow- 
ers there,  hope  for  Protection.  The  Prince  who  pretend- 
ed to  the  Thrones  of  thefe  Kingdoms  is  dead,  and  he 
who  calls  himfelf  his  Heir  is  a  bigotted  Papiit ;  and  has 
given  but  little  Caufe  to  fear  any  Thing  from  his  Abi- 
lities or  his  Prowefs.  The  Principles  of  Liberty  are 
now  well  underftood,  and  few  People  in  this  Age,  are 
Romantick  enough  to  venture  their  Lives  and  Eftates  for 
the  perfonal  Interefts  of  one  they  know  nothing  of,  or 
nothing  to  his  Advantage  ;  and  we  ought  to  take  Care 
that  they  mall  not  find  their  own  Intereft  in  doing  it  ;  and, 
I  conceive,  nothing  is  neceffary  to  effect  this,  but  to 
refolve  upon  it.  Almoft  all  the  dignified  Clergy,  and 
all  the  Civil  and  Military  Officers  in  the  Kingdom,  owe 
their  Preferments  to  the  Revolution,  and  are  as  loyal  to 
his  Majefty  as  he  himfelf  can  wifli.  A  very  great  Part 
of  the  Property  of  the  Kingdom  (lands  upon  the  fame 
Bottom  with  the  Revolution.  Every  Day's  Experience, 
mews  us  *how  devoted  the  Nobility  are  to  gratify  their 
King's  juft  Defires  2nd  Inclinations  ;  and  nothing  can 
be  more  certain,  than  that  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, are  moft  dutifully  and  affectionately  inclined  to  the 
true  Intereft  of  the  Crown,  ard  to  the  Principles  to 
which  his  Majefty  owes  it.  And  befides  all  this  Security, 
a  new  Confpiracy  has  been  difcovered  and  defeated ; 
which  gives  full  Occafion  and  Opportunity  to  prevent 
any  fuch  Attempts  for  the  future  ;  which  can  never  be 
done,  but  by  giving  no  Provocation  to  new  ones ;  in  both 
which,  I  hope,  we  lhall  have  the  hearty  Concurrence  of 
thofe  who  have  the  Honour  to  be  employed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty j  by  which  they  will  Ihew,  that  they  are  as  zealous 
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to  prevent  the  Necefiity  of  Standing  Armies,  as  I  doubt 
not  but  the  Parliament  will  be. 

I  prefume,  no  Man  will  be  audacious  enough  to  pro- 
pofe,  that  we  mould  make  a  Standing  Army  Part  of  our 
Conftitution  ;  and,  if  not,  when  can  we  reduce  them  to 
a  competent  Number  better  than  at  this  Time  I  Shall  we 
wait  till  France  has  recovered  its  prefent  Difficulties  till 
it's  King  is  grown  to  full  Age  and  Ripenefs  of  Judgment; 
till  he  has  diliipated  all  Factions  and  Difcontenta  at  home, 
and  is  fallen  into  the  natural  Interells  of  his  Kingdom, 
•or  perhaps  afpires  to  Empire  again  ?  Or  mall  we  wait  tiil 
the  Emperor,  and  King  of  Spain,  hnve  divided  the 
Bear's  Skin,  and  pollibly  become  good  Friends,  as  their 
Predecelfors  have  been  for  the  greate  ft  Part  of  Two  Cen- 
turies, and  perhaps  cement  that  Friendmip,  by  .  uniting 
for  the  common  Jnterefts  of  their  Religion  ?  Or  till 
Madam  SobieJky\  Heir  is  of  Age,  who  may  have  Wit  e- 
nough  to  think,  that  the  Popifh  Religion  is  dearly  bought 
at  the  Price  of  Three  Kingdoms  ?  Or  are  we  never  to 
Difband,  till  Eurobe  is  fettled  according  to  feme  modern 
Schemes  ?  Or  till  there  are  no  Mai.  contents  in  England, 
and  no  People  out  of  Employments  who  defire  to  be  in 
them. 

'Tis  certain,  that  all  Parts  of  Europe  which  are  en- 
slaved, have  been  enflaved  by  Armies,  and  'tis  abfolutely 
impoflible,  that  any  Nation  which  keeps  them  amongft 
themfelves,  can  long  preferve  their  Liberties  :  nor  can 
any  Nation  perfectly  lofe  their  Liberties,  who  are  with- 
out fuch  Guefts :  And  yet  though  all  Men  fee  this,  and 
at  Times  confefs  it,  y*et  all  have  joined,  in  their  Turns, 
to  bring  this  heavy  Evil  upon  themfelves  and  their  Coun- 
try. Charles  the  Second  formed  his  Guards  into  a  little 
Army,  and  his  SuccefTor  encreafed  them  to  three  or  four 
Times  their  Number ;  and  without  doubt  thefe  King- 
doms had  been  enllaved,  if  known  Events  had  not  pre- 
vented it.  We  had  no  fooner  efcaped  thefe  Dangers,  but 
King  William'' %  Miniilry  formed  Defigns  for  an  Arrny 
again,  and  neglected  Ireland  (which  might  have  been  re- 
duced by  a  Meffage)  till  the  Enemy  was  fo  ftrong,  that 
a  great  Army  was  neceffary  to  recover  it ;  and  when  ail 
was  done  Abroad,  that  an  Army  was  wanted  forv  they 

thought 
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thought  it  convenient  to  find  feme  Employment  for  them 
at  Home.  However,  the  Nation  happened  not  to  be  of 
their  Mind,  and  dijfbanded  the  greateft  Part  of"  them, 
without  finding  any  of  thefe  Dangers  they  were  threat- 
ned  with  from  their  Difbanding.  A  new  Army  was  railed 
again,  when  it  became  neceflary,  and  difbanded  again, 
when  there  was.  no  more  Need  of  them  ;  and  his  pre- 
fent  Majefty  came  peaceably  to  his  Crowns,  by  the  Laws 
alone,  notwithstanding  all  the  Endeavours  to  keep  him 
out,  by  long  Meafures  concerted  to  that  Purpole. 

It  could  not  be  expected  from  the  Nature  of  human 
Affairs,  that  thofe  who  had  formed  a  Defign  for  rcftoring 
the  Pretender,  had  taken  fuch  large  Steps  towards  it, 
and  were  fure  to  be  fupported  in  it  by  fo  powerful  an 
A&flance  as  France  was  then  capable  of  giving,  fhould 
immediately  lofe  Sight  of  fo  agreeable  a  Profped  of 
Wealth  and  Power,  as  they  had  before  enjoyed  in  Ima- 
gination ;  yet  it  feems  very  plain  to  me,  that  all  the 
Diihirbance  which  afterwards  happen'd,  might  have 
been  prevented  by  a  few  timely  Remedies;  and  when  at 
Jail  it  was  defeated  with  a  vaft  Charge  and  Hazard,  we 
had  the  Means  in  our  Hands  of  rooting  out  all  Seeds  of 
Faction  and  future  Rebellions,  without  doing  any  thing 
to  provoke  them  ;  and  'tis  certain,  his  Majefty  was  ready 
to  do  every  thing  on  his  Part  to  that  Purpofe,  which  c- 
thers  over  and  over  promifed  us  ;  and  what  they  have 
done,  befides  obliging  the  Nation  with  a  Septennial 
Parliament,  encreafing  the  publick  Debts  a  great  many 
Millions,  and  by  the  South-Sea  Project  paying  them  off, 
J  leave  to  themfelves  to  declare. 

However,  I  confefs,  an  Army  at  laft  became  necefTary, 
and  an  Army  was  raifed  time  enough  to  beat  all  who 
oppofed  it :  Some  of  them  have  been  krock'd  on  Head, 
many  carried  in  Triumph,  fome>hang,d  and  others  con- 
fifcated,  as  they  well  deferved  ;^and,  I  prefume,  the 
Nation  would  fcarce  have  been  in  the  Humour  to  have 
kept  up  an  Army  to  fight  their  Ghofts,  if  a  terrible  In- 
vaiion  had  not  threatned  us  from  Sweden,  which  how- 
ever, was  at  lafl  frighted  into  a  Fleet  of  Colliers,  or  naval 
Stores,  indeed  I  have  forgot  which.  This  Danger  being 
over,  another  fucceeded,  and  had  like  to  have  Hole  upoa 
us  fumfifihs,  notwithftanding  all  the  Intelligence  we  could 

poflibl/ 
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pofftbly  get  from  Gibraltar,  which  lies  juft  by  it ;  and 
this  fhews,  by  the  way,  the  little  Ufe  of  that  Place  : 
But  we  have  miraculoully  efcaped  that  Danger  too ;  the 
greateil  Part  of  their  Fleet  was  difperfed  in  a  Storm,  and 
our  Troops  have  actually  defeated  in  the  Highlands  fome 
Hundreds  of  the  Enemy,  before  many  People  would 
believe  they  were  there.  Since  this,  we  have  been  in 
great  Fear  of  the  Czar ;  and  laft  Year,  one  Reafon  given 
by  many  for  continuing  the  Army  was,  to  preferve  us 
againlt  the  Plague. 

But  now  the  King  of  Sweden  is  dead,  the  Czar  is  gone 
a  Sophi-hunting,  the  Plague  is  ceafed,  and  the  King  of 
Spain's  bed  Troops  have  taken  up  their  Quarters  in  Italy , 
where  if  I  guefs  right,  they  will  have  Employment  e- 
nough,  and  what  are  we  to  keep  up  the  Army  now  to 
do,  unlefs  to  keep  out  the  Small-Pox  ?  Oh  !  but  there 
is  a  better  Reafon  than  that,  namely,  a  Plot  is  difcover- 
ed,  and  we  can't  find  out  yet  all  who  are  concerned  in 
it,  but  we  have  pretty  good  AiTurance,  that  all  the  Jaco- 
bites are  for  the  Pretender,  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
keep  in  Readinefs  a  great  Number  of  Troops  (who  are 
to  fleep  on  Horfeback,  or  lie  in  their  Jack-Boots)  which 
may  be  fufficient  to  beat  them  all  together,  if  they  had  a 
Twelvemonth's  Time  given  them  to  beat  up  for  Volun- 
teers, to  buy  Horfes  and  Arms,  to  form  themfelves  into 
Regimen cs,  and  exercife  them  ;  left,  inftead  of  lurking 
in  Corners,  and  prating  in  Taverns,  and  at  Cock-Matches, 
they  mould  furprize  Ten  or  Twelve  Thoufand  armed 
Men  in  their  Quarters  :  I  dare  appeal  to  any  unprejudi- 
ced Perfon,  whether  this  is  not  the  Sum  of  fome  Mens 
Reafonings  upon  this  Subject  ? 

But  I  defire  to  know  of  thefe  fagacious  Gentlemen,  in 
wbat  Refped  fhall  we  be  in  a  worfe  State  of  Defence  than 
we  are  now,  if  the  Army  was  reduced  to  the  fame  Num- 
ber as  in  King  William's  Time,  and  in  the  latter  End 
of  the  Queen's  Reign,  and  that  it  confifted  of  the  fame 
Proportion  of  Horfe  and  Foot,  that  every  Regiment  had 
its  compleat  Number  of  Troops  and  Companies,  and  e- 
very  Troop  and  Company  had  its  Complement  of  private 
Men  ?  'Tis  certain,  upon  any  fudden  Exigency,  his 
Majefty  would  have  as  many  Men  at  command  as  he  has 
now,  and,  I  prefuxne,  more  common  Soldiers,  who  are 
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mod  difficultly  to  be  got  upon  fuch  Occafions ;  for 
Officers  will  never  be  wanting,  and  all  that  are  now 
regimented  will  be  in  Half- pay,  anc?  ready  at  Call  to 
beat  up  and  raife  new  Regiments,  as  the  others  could  be 
filled  up,  and  they  may  change  any  of  the  old  Men  into 
them,  which  reduces  it  to  the  fame  Thing.  By  this  we 
fhall  fave  the  Charge  of  double  or  treble  Officering  our 
Troops,  and  the  Terror  of  keeping  up  the  Corpfe  of 
Thirty  or  Forty  Thoufand  Men,  though  they  are  called 
only  Thirteen  or  Fourteen  ;  and  fure  it  is  high  Time  to 
fave  all  which  can  be  faved,  and,  by  removing  all  Caufes 
of  Jealoufy,  to  unite  all,  who  for  the  Caufe  of  Liberty, 
are  zealous  for  the  prefent  Eltablifhment,  in  order  to 
oppofe  effectually  thole  who  would  deftroy  it. 

I  will  fuppofe,  for  once,  what  I  will  not  grant,  that 
thofe  call'd  Whigs  are  the  only  Men  amongft  us  who  are 
heartily  attached  to  his  Majefty's  Intereft ;  for  I  believe 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Tories,  and  the  Clergy  too, 
would  tremble  at  the  Thought  of  Popery  and  Arbitrary 
Power  ;  which  mufl  come  in  with  the  Pretender.  But 
taking  it  to  be  otherwife,  'tis  certain  that  the  Body  of 
the  Whigs,  and  indeed  I  may  fay  almoft  all  except  the 
PofTefTors  and  Candidates  for  Employments  or  Penfions, 
have  terrible  Apprehenfions  of  a  Standing  Army,  as 
the  Tories  themfelves ;  and  dare  any  Man  lay  his  Hand 
upon  his  Heart  and  fay,  that  his  Majefty  will  find  greater 
Security  in  a  few  Thoufand  more  Men  already  regiment- 
ed, than  in  the  Steady  Affe&ions  of  fo  many  Hundred 
Thoufands  who  will  be  always  ready  to  be  regimented  ; 
When  the  People  are  eafy  and  fatisfy'd,  the  whole  King- 
dom is  his  Army  ;  and  King  James  found  what  Depen- 


ferted  him.  Would  not  any  wife  and  honeft  Min:fter 
defire,  during  his  Adminiftration,  that  the  Publick  Affairs 
fhould  run  glibly,  and  find  the  hearty  Concurrence  of  the 
States  of  the  Kingdom,  rather  than  to  carry  their  Mea- 
fures  by  perpetual  Struggles  and  Intrigues,  to  wafte  the 
Civil  Lift  by  coiiftant  and  needlefs  Penfions  and  Gra- 
tuities, be  always  afking  for  new  Supplies,  and  render- 
ing themfelves,  and  all  who  afiift  them,  odious  to  their 
Country-Men  ? 


dance  thi 


his  Troops,  when  his  People  de- 
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In  fliort,  there  can  be  but  two  Ways  in  Nature  to 
govern  a  Nation,  ott|is  by  their  own  Confent,  and  the  o- 
ther  by  Force :  One^gains  their  Hearts,  and  the  other 
holds  their  Hands  ;  The  firft.  is  always  chofen  by  thofe 
who  defign  to  govern  the  People  for  the  People's  Intereit, 
and  the  other  by  thofe  who  defign  to  opprefs  them  for 
their  own ;  for  whoever  defires  only  to  protect  them,  will 
covet  no  ufelefs  Power  to  injure  them ;  There  is  no  fear 
of  a  People's  acting  againil  their  own  Intereit,  when  they 
know  what  it  is,  and  when^  through  ill  Conduct  or  un- 
fortunate Accidents,  they  become  diflatisfied  with  their 
prefent  Condition,  the  only  effectual  Way  to  avoid  the 
threatning  Evil,  is  to  remove  their  Grievances. 

When  Charles  Duke  of  Burgundy,  with  moft  of  the 
Princes  of  France,  at  the  Head  ef  an  Hundred  Thoufand 
Men,  took  up  Arms  againft  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  that 
Prince  fent  an  EmbalTy  to  Sforfa  Duke  of  Milan,  defir- 
ing  that  he  would  lend  him  fome  of  his  Veteran  Troops ; 
and  the  Duke  returned,  him  for  Anfwer,  That  he  could 
not  be  content  to  have  them  cut  to  Pieces,  (as  they  would 
afturedly  have  been)  but  told  him  at  the  fame  timej 
That  he  would  fend  him  fome  Advice  which  would  be 
worth  Ten  times  as  many  Troops  as  he  had  ;  namely, 
that  he  mould  give  Satisfaction  to  the  Princes,  and  then 
they  would  difperfe  of  Courfe ;  and  the  King  improv'd 
fo  well  upon  the  Advice,  that  he  diverted  the  Storm,  by 
giving  but  little  Satisfaction  to  the  Princes,  and  none  at 
all  to  thofe  who  followed  them.  The  Body  of  the  Peo- 
ple in  all  Countries  are  fo  defirous  to  live  in  quiet,  that 
a  few  good  Words,  and  a  little  good  Ufage  from  their 
Governors,  will  at  any  Time  pacify  them,  and  make 
them  very  often  turn  upon  thofe  Benefactors,  who  by 
their  Pains,  Expence,  and  Hazard,  have  obtained  thofe 
Advantages  for  them ;  and  indeed,  when  they  are  not 
outragioufly  oppreHed  and  ftarved,  are  almoft  as  ready  to 
part  with  their  Liberties,  as  others  are  to  alk  for 
them. 

But  what  I  have  before  faid,  I  would  not  be  under- 
Hood,  to  declare  abfolutely  againft  continuing  our  prefent 
Forces,  or  increafing  them,  if  the  Importance  of  the 
Occafion  requires .  either  ^  and  the  Evils  threatened,  are 

not 
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not  yet  dnTipated  ;  But  I  could  wifh  that,  if  fuch  an  Oc- 
cafion  appears,  thofe  who  think  thjgp  at  this  Time  ne- 
ceifary,  would  declare  eftec~lually,  and  in  the  fulleft  Man- 
ner, that  they  defign  to  keep  them,  no  longer  than 
during  the  prefent  Emergency ;  and  that,  when  it  is  over, 
they  will  be  as  ready  to  break  them,  as  I  believe  the  Na- 
tion will  be  to  give  them,  when  juft  Reafons  offer  them- 
felves  for  doing  fo. 


Numb.  Abroad  and 
of  Men.  where. 

D.  of  Malborough,  7 ft Reg.  England  1529 

Earl  Cadogan,  2d  Reigm.  England  982. 

Earl  of  Dunmore,  3^Regim.  England  986 


A  Lift  of  the  Prefent  Standing  Forces. 


Foot  Guards. 


Earl  Orkney 


Ireland 


Total  3493 


Col.  Kirk 
Lieutenant-Gen.  Wills 
Coll.  Cadogan 
Major- Gen.  Fierce 
Brigadier  Dormer 


Britain  445 
England  445 
England  445 


Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 


Gibraltar-* 


Col.  O'Hara 
Col.  Pocock 


Col.  James  Ot<way 
Brigad.  Groves 
Col.  Mount  ague 
Brigad.  Stanwix 


Col.  Cotton 
Col.  Clayton 


England  44  5 
England  445 
England  445 


Port  Mahon, 


Gibraltar* 


Col.  Henry  Harrifon 
Col.  Cbolmly 


Britain  445 
Britain  445 
Britain  445 


Major- 
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Numb.    Abroad  and 
%  of  Men.  where. 


Ireland 


Major-Gen.  Wightman 
Col.  Crojby 
Col .  George  Groves 
Col.  Egerton 

Lieutenant-Gen.  Maccartney.  England  445 


Ireland 


Port  Mahon. 
Gibraltar* 


Col.  Handajide 
Major-Gen.  Sabine 


Ireland 
England  445 
Total  4895 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 


Col.  Howard 
Col.  Middle  ton 
Col.  Anftruther 
Major-Gen.  Whetham 
Col.  Barril 
Lord  Mark  Kerr. 
Brigad.  Bifet 

Lord  John  Kerr  Ireland 
Brigad.  Bon  Ireland 
Col.  Haivly  Ireland 
Col.  Chudleigh  Ireland 
Col.  Charles  Ot-vjay 
Col.  Lanoe  Ireland 
Lord  Hinchingbrook  Ireland 
Col.  Lucas 

Brigad.  Ferrars  Ireland 
Col.  Philips 

In  all  40  Regiments 


Port  Mai  on  , 


Port  Mabon* 


Weft-Indies. 
America, 


Horse  Guards. 


D.  of  Mountague,  1  ft  Troop  England  181 

Marq.  of  Hartford,  2d  Ditto  England  1$  1 

Lord  Nevuburgh,  3d  Ditto    England  181 

Lord  Forrefter,  4th  Ditto    England  1 8 1 

Col.  Fane,  \  ft  Troop  of  Gren.  England  1 76 

Col.  Berkeley,  2d  Ditto          England  177 

Total  of  Horfe  Guards  1077 

Marquefs  of  Wincbejler         England  3 1  o 

Lord  Cobham                      England  zyz 


Lord 
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Lord  Londonderry 
Major-Gen.  Wade 
Major-Gen.  V/y?jn 
Lord  Shannon 
Brigadier  Napier 
Col.  Legonier 


England 
England 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 


Numb*  Abroad  and 
of  Men*  where. 


190 
196 


In  England  Total  of  Horfe  2071 


Dragoons. 


Sir  Charles  Hotham 
Col.  Campbel 
Lord  Carpenter 
Major-Gen.  Evans 
Col.  Sidney 
Earl  of  Stairs 
Col.  Kerr 
Brigadier  Bowles 
Brigadier  Crofts 
Brigadier  Gore 
Brigadier  Honywood 
Col.  Bowles 
Brigadier  Munden 
Col.  Neville 

In  England 'Total  of 
Horfe  and 


England 
England 
England 
Britain 
Ireland 
Britain 
Britain 
Ireland 
Ireland 
England 
England 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Ireland 
Dragoons 


207 
207 
207 
207 

207 
207 


207 
207 


1656 


Dragoons  3727 


Englifh 


and  British  Eftablifkments 
prefent. 


at 


Foot-Guards.  3493 

Foot  in  England  and  Britain,  1 1  Regiments,  4895 

Horfe-Guards,  and  light  Horfe,  2071 

Dragoons  in  England  and  Britain,  8  Regiments,  1656 


121 15 

Irifh 
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Irifh  EJlablijhmerit. 

Foot,  20  Regiments,  is  two  Battalions,  9203 
Horfe  four  Regiments,  776 
Dragoons  eight  Regiments,  1333 

1 1412 

N.  B.  77^  iz^w  ZzV?  is  imperfefi,  there  being  more  Forces 
upon  the  Britifti  Epabli foment  than  are  here  foecifyd. 

The  Nature  and  Weight  of  the  Taxes  of 
the  Nation  :  Shewing  that,  by  the  Con- 
tinuance of  Heavy  Taxes  and  Impoftions, 
and  the  Mif- application  of  Publick  Mo- 
ney, Trade  is  dejlrofd,  the  Poor  in- 
creafed ;  and  the  Miferies  and  Misjor- 
tunes  of  the  Whole  Kingdom  demand  the 
Conjideration  of  the  Freeholders  of  Great 
Britain,  at  the  Enfuing  Eleffiion.  By 
T«  Gordon,  Efq; 

Anno  1722. 


To  the  Freeholders  and  Others,  Electors  of  Members 
to  ferve  in  the  Parliament. 

Gentlemen, 

YO  U  are  PoffefTors  of  a  very  great  Share  of  Power, 
inherited  by  you  in  Right  of  your  Birth,  or  elfe  by 
fome  ethe  r  generous  Title  made  to  you,  in  virtue  of  your 

being 
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being  Free  Subjects  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  5 
and  are  thereby  veiled  with  that  Truft  and  Property, 
which,  as  they  are  directed  and  difpofed  of  by  you,  will 
always  have  the  moft  univerfal  and  affecting  Influence  on 
the  Succefs  or  Profperity,  the  Diftrefs  or  Mifery,  of  this 
your  Renown'd  Native  Country. 

I  think  it,  therefore,  not  improper,  at  this  Juncture, 
and  from  a  View  fo  animating  and  enlivening  as  the  Hap- 
py State  of  the  Commons,  and  People  of  England,  in 
Regard  of  their  Liberties  and  Conftitution,  to  offer  with 
fome  Application  to  You,  a  fliort  Account  of  the  prefent 
Circumftances  of  Affairs  (in  fome  particular  Relations 
only)  fince  it  is  meerly  from  Tour  Caution,  and  a  right 
Direction  of  your  Voices  in  the  enfuing  Elections,  that 
we  can  poffibly  expect  to  have  Matters  in  any  tolerable 
Meafure  brought  to  Rights  again. 

Gentlemen  ;  It  is  not  foreign  to  the  Occafion  I  now 
take  of  addrelfing  myfelf  to  you,  to  remind  you  of  the 
Treachery  and  horrible  Practices  that  were  late  a-foot, 
by  the  moft  wicked  Execution  of  Evil  Powers  granted  to 
the  South-S  fa-Company  Directors,  and  even  fome  then  at 

the  H  m  not  unfufpected  ;  and  that  it  would  have 

been  efteemed,  during  thofe  fatal  Tranfactions,  no  fmall 
Comfort  and  Satisfaction  to  have  found  almoft  any  fingle 
Man  in  P  t  untainted  with  the  blackeft  Infecti- 
on that  ever  fo  predominantly  reignM  amongft  us.  How 
Ihould  we  prize  thofe  few  Members  that  ufec  the  moft  in- 
defatigable Diligence,  and  made  the  utmoft  Efforts  that 
were  poffibly  in  the  Power  of  any  particular  Number  of 
Men,  in  endeavouring  to  difcover,  without  Affection  or 
Favour,  or  any  interefted  Regards  whatever,  thofe  who 
had  been  Accomplices  or  active  in  the  Completion  of 
their  Country's  Ruin,  notwithstanding  they  wereoppreffed 
and  borne  down  by  Ignorance,  Noife,  and  Numbers? 
But  I  juft  mention  this,  as  it  was  the  Antecedent  and 
Fore-runner  of  the  Confequences  of  the  Subject  I  mall 
here  limit  myfelf  to,  *vm%  The  Complaints  and  Poverty 
of  the  Nation  ;  The  Incumbrances  under  which  we  at 
prefent  labour,  and  the  little  Profpect  we  have  of  being 
relieved  from  this  melancholy  Situation,  occafioned  by 
that  deftructive,  finful  Scheme,  and  the  unaccountable 
Management  of  M— —  rs. 

What 
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What  I  propofe  to  fubmk  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
Publick,  is ;  The  terrible  State  and  Burthen  of  the  Na- 
tion's Debts ;  which,  for  thefe  Seven  Years,  we  have 
been  fondly  deluded  that  every  Stjfions  was  to  eafe  us  in  ; 
and  that  the  infallible  Effects  of  a  Septennial  Parliament, 
would  be  Peace  and  Tranquillity,  a  Flo urilhing  Trade, 
a  Freedom  from  Taxes,  a  General  Affluence  and  Plenty, 

and  many  fuch  Pledges  of  Security  and  Happinefs  j 

But  alas !  what  have  we  received  in  the  room  of 
Thefe  ! 

I  do  not  defign  to  have  any  Retrofpection  to  particu- 
lar Perfons,  or  here  to  cenfure  Them,  nor  to  enter  into  a 
J  unification  of  any  who  might  be  fo  miferably  impofed 
upon  by  thofe  Mifcreant  Blood -fuckers,  as  to  give  Credit 
to  their  felf-defigned  Schemes,  and  to  believe  them  meant 
for  the  Publick  Good  :  I  mail  point  out  (not  according 
to  the  Opinion  of  any  Set  or  Party  of  Men ;  but)  whae 
is  the  Refult  of  all  calm  and  fober  Mens  Thoughts  con- 
cerning the  General  Demand  and  Solicitation  that  mod 
vifibly  appears  for  the  Difcharging  the  Debts  of  the  Na- 
tion, as  the  neceffary  Means  of  fupporting  the  Kingdom, 
and  maintaining  (under  an  almoft  univerfal  Bankruptcy) 
common  Honeity  and  Companion  between  Man  and  Man. 
In  what  manner,  as  the  Cafe  now  {lands,  are  we  to  pro- 
ceed for  the  Elections  of  a  New  Parliament  ?  Does  not 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Nation  require  the  niceft  Care 
and  Circumfpection  to  apply  ourfelves  to  the  chufing  of 
Gentlemen  of  Honour  and  Integrity  ;  fuch  who  will  en- 
quire into  the  Difpofkion  and  Expending  of  thofe  Sums 
that  have  been  collected  by  Taxes,  during  this  Parliament, 
from  the  Free-holders,  and  other  Subjects  of  this  Free 
Kingdom  ?  Are  we  to  be  drain'd  of  the  Cam  that  re- 
mains with  the  People  ?  Or  are  we  to  force  a  Majority  of 
thofe  who  would  repeat  a  fecond  South- Sea  Scheme  ? 
What  Horror  mould  it  raife  in  us,  when  we  reflect  of 
many  Perfons  of  Honour  and  Family  that  fcarce  dare 
venture  in  Publick !  Are  not  our  Gaols,  Mint,  and  Pri- 
vileged-Places filled  with  Bankrupts  of  Note  and  Worth  ? 
What  then,  except  an  Abatement  of  Taxes,  can  produce 
the  ieaft  fudden  Effect  of  Plenty  among  us  ?  The  taking 
off  of  little  inconfiderable  Duties,  will  no  ways  be  a  Bal- 
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lance,  if  a  long  difmal  Catalogue  of  others  are  to  reft 
upon  the  Score. 

I  believe  no  one  will  deny,  that  great  Debts,  and  a 
Continuation  of  frefli  and  additional  Taxes  to  thofe 
Debts,  are  not  fome  of  the  moft  deplorable  Grievances 
that  can  deprefs  a  Nation  ;  for  that  Taxes  are  originally 
a  Mark  of  Servitude,  is  agreed  to  by  all :  But  the  more 
Humane,  and  Mild,  and  Juft  a  Government  is,  the  lefs 
R/gorous  and  Severe  it  is  in  its  Taxes  on  the  People. 
Cuftoms,  Payments,  and  Taxes,  remaining  upon  a  Peo- 
ple for  a  Series  of  Time,  and  with  frequent  Affurances 
of  their  continuing  but  for  a  fhort  Space  longer ;  will 
confequently  keep  a  People,  who  have  not  totally  loft  all 
Senfe  of  Liberty,  or  are  not  over-whelmed  in  Afflictions, 
Tyranny  and  Oppreflions,  in  a  continual  Expectation 
of  a  Difcharge  from  thofe  Tributes  and  Taxes ;  and  an 
sbfolute  Delay  thereof  will  be  efteemed  as  the  favage 
Exactions  of  an  over-grown  Power  and  Government. 

The  Ancient  Romans  (not  a  little  fknTd  in  Civil  Govern- 
ment) who,  when  they  were  Mailers  of  a  very  great 
Empire  in  the  World,  endeavoured  univerfally  to  make 
their  People  eafy,  in  Relation  to  Taxes ;  and  they  found 
nothing  contributed  more  to  the  fixing  and  firmly  e- 
ftablifhing  of  their  Power  and  Conquefts  i  And  inftead 
of  cruel  or  exorbitant  Taxes,  oft-times  generoufly  vefted 
in  the  People  many  noble  Privileges  and  Immunities.  It 
is  the  Mark  of  equal  Wifdom,  as  well  as  Juftice,  in 
all  Governments,  lb  to  temper  their  Conduct,  in  re- 
fpecl:  of  all  Taxes  to  be  levied,  as  not  to  purchafe  to 
themfelves,  in  the  leaft  Degree,  any  Odium  or  Reflecti- 
on of  being  the  Authors  of  Violence  and  Rapine  upon 
their  Subjects.  Certain  natural  Civilities  (if  I  may  fo 
fpeak)  Laws  Human  and  Divine  ;  whereof  Chriftianity, 
the  moft  binding  Law ;  forbid  whatever  tends  :o  the  Pro- 
pagation of  Slavery,  Defraud,  Exorbitancy,  fcjfr.  wife- 
ly knowing  them  to  be  moft  prejudicial  to  the  Succefs 
and  Advantage,  or  the  promoting  of  a  willing  Submif- 
fion  to  S  ates  or  Princes. 

The  Romans,  as  they  were  punctual  in  their  Payment?, 
likewife  always  obferved  ftridtly  to  difpofe  of  any  Spoils, 
gotten  in  War  from  their  Enemies  io  regularly  and 
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equally,  as  not  to  gratify  the  favage  Herds  cf  covetous, 
ambitious,  or  afpiring  Courtiers ;  and  whenever  their 
Government  had  Occafion  for  Impofitions,  either  for 
Encouragement  or  Support  of  its  Subjects,  they  raifed 
them  by  fuch  Intervals,  that  apparently  expreffed  the 
Necefiity  of  laying  them  on  :  And  when  Publick  Ho- 
ftilities  were  over,  and  Worthy  Patriots  rewarded,  thofe 
Taxes  forthwith  ceafed,  and  did  not  continue  to  be  a 
lafting  Ravage  on  the  People.  Had  they  been  artful,  in 
inventing  and  contriving  Ways  and  Methods  of  Taxing 
the  People,  and  bringing  in  unreafonable  Sums  into  the 
PofTefTion  of  the  Government,  and  without  publickly 
and  fairly  accounting  for  the  Receipt  of  thofe  Levies;  the 
Subjects,  undoubtedly,  would  have  pleaded  their  Privile- 
ges, as  Romans,  of  narrowly  infpecting  and  enquiring  in- 
to the  Management  and  Difpofal  of  fuch  large  Advances 
made  upon  them.  I  do  not  find,  that  they  admitted  of  a- 
ny  Device  or  Pretences  for  the  raifing  Money,  but  when 
the  chief  Reafons  thereof  were  notorious  to  the  whole 
Common-wealth ;  and  fuch  as  tended  to  promote  the  Peace 
and  Reputation  of  the  Government,  where- ever  their 
Fame  reached,  throughout  the  whole  World,  by  paying 
their  Army,  Publick  Minifters  and  Officers,  and  careful- 
ly discharging  the  State  from  lafting  Debts  and  Incum- 
brances ;  which,  where  the  contrary  prevails,  it  will  na- 
turally tempt  and  draw  on  to  Bribery  and  Violence ;  per- 
hap?,  in  the  End,  to  open  Rebellion  and  Ruin. 

And  if  this  is  the  Caie,  as  to  Taxes  and  Impofitions  un- 
der Heathen  Governments ;  Let  us  make  an  Inquiry  how 
it  is,  or  ought  to  be,  where  the  Rule  and  Power  is  exer- 
cifed  by  Chriftains  and  Proteflants  $  the  latter  of  thefe 
boafting  much  of  their  Superiority  in  Wifdom  and  Pru- 
dence, as  to  all  Points  relating  to  Human  Society  ;  and 
thence  form  a  Comparifon  of  our  own  Nation  with  the 
other  Kingdoms  of  Europe. 

To  begin  with  the  Taxes  impofed  by  Common-wealths : 
That  of  the  Dutch,  which  I  may  venture  to  pronounce, 
in  fome  Regard,  as  powerful  and  arbitrary  as  any  Go- 
vernment whatever  ;  yet  has  always  taken  Care  fo  to  par- 
ticularize their  Impofitions,  that  but  few  of  their  Subjects 
know  and  are  apprized  of  the  Necefiity  and  abfolute  Rea- 
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Cons  there  are  for  them  ;  and  the  Government  fo  juftly 
and  clearly  accounts  for  the  Collection  and  Management 
of  the  Nation's  Levies,  that,  I  believe  the  pooreft  Work- 
ing-Man in  Holland  is  convinced  of  the  requifite  Demand 
there  is  for  thera,  and  is  fatisfied  of  thehoneft  Difpofition 
thereof.  'Tistrue,  indeed,  the  Excife  there  is  very  great, 
and  their  continued  Wars  (which  they  have  not  been 
exempt  from  more  than  we  of  this  Ifland)  has  occafioned 
them  to  make  great  Levies  upon  their  People ;  but  they 
have  fo  wifely  and  honeftly  order'4  it,  as  always  immedi- 
ately to  reduce  them  as  foon  as  ever  the  Caufe  ceafed  : 
So  that  the  Subjects  are  thereby  able  to  vye  with  any  Na« 
tion,  in  Matters  of  Trade  or  Riches.  And  ^Hollanders 
exceed  all  Common-wealths  I  ever  heard  or  read  of,  in  a 
numerous  Common  People,  Wealth,  and  Coin.  It  muft 
then  be  granted,  That  tneir  Taxes  are  fo  eafy  and  reason- 
able, and  fo  prudently  directed,  that  they  do  not  impo- 
verish, and  do  the  People  any  Harm. 

The  Venetians*  whom,  in  Point  of  their  Greatnefs  and 
Antiquity,  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  firft,  as  they  are 
far  from  being  a  poor  Common- wealth ;  yet,  the  Cuf- 
toms  and  Jmpofitions  which  they  have  at  any  Time  laid 
•upon  the  Subject  (although  fcarce  ever  free,  for  any  Space 
from  difmal  and  cruel  Wars  with  the  'Turks)  are  not  found 
to  have  diminished  or  encroached  upon  the  Private  Proper- 
ty of  the  People ;  infpmuch,  that  the  Juflice  and  Prudence 
of  that  State,  in  Regard  to  the  expending  of  their  Taxes, 
have  amounted  to  an  Equivalent  and  Rccompence  unto 
the  People,  during  the  Continuance  of  their  Impofuions. 
The  Chrirlians,  who  live  in  feveral  Places  under  the 
lurkijh  Dominions,  are  not  exercifed  with  more  exceffive 
Taxes,  than  thofe  that  live  in  fome  Countries  where  the 
Name  of  Chriji  is  Preached,  though  His  Followers  there 
are  loaded  with  an  Excife  for  every  Bit  of  Bread,  and  e- 
ven  the  Meat  that  they  eat.  But  1  fhall  come  to  a  Period 
in  Relation  to  the  Taxes  impofed  by  Common  wealths ; 
And  I  only  obferve,  that  what  I  have  here  mentioned, 
may  demonfhate  and  certify  to  us,  the  vaft  Diftinclion 
between  raifing  of  Taxes  to  fupply  the  Publick  Exigen- 
cies and  Demands,  a  difcreet  and  honeft  Difpofal  there- 
of j  and  the  certain  confequent  Ruin  that  attends  a  State's 

laying 


cf  the  National  Taxes.  361 

laying  hold  of  every  little  Opportunity  for  encreafing  and 
continuing  of  their  Taxes  and  Levies,  and  the  conftantly 
forcing  Money  out  of  the  Hands  of  Quality,  Gentry, 
and  Commonalty. 

I  mall  now  fpecify  fome  few  Inftances  of  this  Mat- 
ter, as  it  ftand^  under  certain  Monarchies  and  Kingdom*  . 

In  the  Empire,  the  Taxes  being  moderate  and  low, 
the  People  generally,  by  that  Means,  have  the  Oppor- 
tunity to  improve  themielves  as  much  as  the  Nature  of 
£0  poor  a  Soil  will  admit  of ;  which  neverthe^ete,  they 
could  not  attempt,  were  they  under  the  Indigency  of 
great  Taxes  join'd  to  their  Native  Poverty. 

The  Kingdom  of  Spain  copies  much  the  fame  Method, 
in  Relation  to  their  new  Levies  and  Taxes  ;  and  which 
are  not  conftant  and  lafting,  but  irregular,  and  of  a 
fhort  Duration  :  And  although  they  have  great  Armies 
ufually  a-foot,  yet  by  the  Difpofitions  made  in  them,  and 
the  Quarterings  of  thofe  Forces,  the  Peop'e  do  not  feel 
the  Maintenance  of  them  ;  mcerly  by  the  Strength  of 
the  ')  axes  levied  upon  them  and  the  Payments  they 
make. 

Portugal  is,  indeed,  fomewhat  cruel  in  its  Demands 
upon  the  Exportations  made  by  their  Merchants,  thereby 
raifing  a  prodigious  Revenue,  and  becoming  Matters  of 
ixnmenfe  Quantities  of  Specie  ;  which  neverthelefs,  is 
but  an  unfruitful  Weight  in  their  own  Hands,  any  longer 
than  they  permit  the  full  Currency  of  it  among  their  Peo- 
ple, and  the  Exportation  of  it  to  other  Nations,  as  a 
Means  to  make  amends  to  their  Subjects  (thereby  en- 
couraging of  Trade)  for  they  extort  from  them  by  very 
heavy  Taxes. 

As  I  have  hitherto  mentioned  thofe  States  which  I  re- 
gard as  eafier  Taxed,  in  fome  Cafes,  than  our  own  ;  and 
has,  con(equently,  tended  to  fecure  them  from  Poverty, 
and  aggrandized  and  encreafed  their  Power  and  Riches  : 
I  will  now,  therefore,  refer  to  the  Kingdom  of  France, 
our  neareft  Neighbour  and  Acquaintance,  though  by  its 
unbounded  Impofitions,  and  tyrannical  Exactions,  has 
only  gained  the  jiift  Defoliation  and  Abhorrence  of  all 
other  Nations  (in  refpect  of  thofe  cruel  Levies  made  up- 
on the  People,  both  Clergy  and  Laity.)  And  the  Effect 
of  their  barbarous  Impofitions,  has  ccnftantly  proved 
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widely  different  from  the  Delign  and  Intention  of  the 
Government  in  the  fir  ft  raifing  of  them  ;  For,  without 
reflecting  whether  they  have  any  Concern  for  cruelly 
impoverifhing  and  draining  the  whole  People  of  their 
Money.;  yet,  it  is  certain,  they  never  imagined  that 
their  Treasures  would  have  been  lb  very  much  expended 
out  of  their  own  Dominions,  in  aiming  at  Foreign  Con- 
quers ;  which,  from  their  reftlefs  Ambition,  and  their 
frequent  invading  of  their  Neighbours,  has  almoft  always 
happened  to  them  ;  and  which  I  may  venture  to  pro- 
nounce, without  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  will  prove  the 
conftant  Fate  of  all  Kingdoms  and  States  that  copy  after 
the  like  Practice;  or  are  over- forward  with  their  Fleets 
and  Armies,  under  Pretences  of  djjifting  others,  when 
their  proper  Intereft  is  not  concerned,  or,  at  molt,  is 
evidently  beft  preferved  by  not  intermeddling  in  diftant 
Broils,  very  rernore  and  far  off  from  them.  I  expedt 
*iow,  perhaps,  fome  Queries  to  be  put  to  me,  a?,  What 
requires  fuch  Reafoning  as  this  in  a  Time  of  General 
Peace  ?  Or  what  Preparations  do  we  fee  making  to  in- 
terpofe  in  the  Affairs  of  Others?  To  which  I  fhall  only 
anfwer,  That  as  fuch  like  Tranfa&ions  have  happened, 
even  in  a  Kingdom  well  known  to  us,  and  at  certain 
Times,  not  out  of  the  Memory  of  Man ;  fo,  for  the 
future,  we  may  find  it  moil:  profitable  to  avoid  the  fame 
Scene  over  again. 

But  I  proceed  to  what  I  propofe  to  myfelf  in  this  Di£- 
courfe,  namely,  a  Comparifon  of  our  Taxes  with  thofe 
I  have  mentioned  Abroad;  and  then  to  inquire  into  the 
Caufes  of  the  Kingdom's  paying  fuch  Great  Taxes. 
And,  fecondly,  What  Ufe  is  made  of  thofe  Taxes  ; 
Whether  Trade  be  decayed,  and  the  Poor  increafed  by 
them ;  and,  in  the  End,  Recommend  the  applying  to  a 
New  Parliament  for  Remedy  in  thefe  Particulars.  Which 
it  behoves  us,  with  more  than  ordinary  Ardour,  to  hope 
and  ftrive  may  con§ft  of  fuch  Worthy  Patriots,  who  will 
vigoroufly,  and  without  Partiality,  oppofe  that  rampant 
Arbitrary  Force  of  Private  Intereft  that  feems  violently 
to  ben" ride  and  abufe  the  Nation. 

And,  firft,  it  will  be  necefTary,  in  comparing  of  our 
own  Taxations  with  thofe  already  fpoken  of,  to  confider 
she  Laws  and  Manner  of  different  Countries  in  raifmg  of 
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Levies  and  Taxes  upon  their  Subjects;  and  then,  as  to 
'the  Bulk  and  Continuance  of  their  Taxes. 

Firft,  The  Cuftoms  and  Manner  of  Taxing  are  almoft 
as  various  as  the  Climates  ;  But  to  reduce  my felf  from 
multiplying  of  Words,  or  the  inftancing  from  all  th$ 
Kingdoms  in  Europe,  I  will  only  mention  the  moil  no- 
table. 

Germany,  whofe  Taxes  arife  moftly  from  a  Tenure, 
or  Obligation,  of  its  Principalities,  Dukedoms,  Free 
Cities,  &c.  to  furnim  a  certain  equal  and  juft  Sum,  in 
Return  for  thofe  Confiderations  granted  to  them  by  the 
Government  or  Empire.  They  have  like  wife  a  Method 
•of  levying  Money  in  the  Diets  :  Neither  of  which  Ways 
are  very  Burthenfome  to  the  Lords  and  Nobles,  or  Tyran- 
nical or  OpprefTive  to  the  Commonalty. 

In  Spain,  though  the  Taxes  may  be  wholly  impofed 
by  the  King  and  Council ;  yet,  Regard  is  obferved  in  a 
Cafe  of  fo  general  Concern,  in  taking  Advice  of  the 
Nobility,  and  other  Societies,  that  they  may  be  formed 
and  laid  with  a  Degree  of  Acquiefcene  and  Agreement  of 
the  Subject ;  and  by  that  Means  are  not  tirefome,  nor 
felt  fo  fenfibly  by  them. 

It  has  happened  in  this  Age,  even  in  a  Country  where 
Liberty,  Jultice,  and  Property,  are  pretended  to  be  en- 
couraged and  protected,  and  pleaded  for  and  extolled 
beyond  any  other  Conftitution  in  the  World,  that  the 
Sufferings  of  the  Subjects  have,  in  fuch  a  Nation,  proved 
unfpeakable,  from  giving  into  the  airy,  fantaftick  Schemes 
of  ambitious,  covetous,  and  vain-glorious  Statefmen,  and 
the  deceitful  Crafts  of  defigning  Undertakers  orDirector.% 
countenanced  by  mercenary  Powers  granted  to  them  ;  and 
to  compleat  thefe  Proceedings,  frelh  Straits  and  Emergen- 
cies, fecret  Expeditions,  Fleets  and  Armies,  have  added 
frefh  Taxes  to  the  Account.  Such  Tranfaclions  admit 
of  as  large  a  Field  of  expatiating  on  the  Cr-ifis  of  a  King- 
dom's Credit  and  Riches,  as  the  molt  predominant  Power 
whatever  prevailing  over  them. 

But  to  go  on,  as  before  :  France,  where  the  Taxes  are 
of  a  very  confiderable  Size,  and  the  King's  Power  of 
raifing  Money,  depending  in  great  Meafure  on  his  In- 
clination ;  yet,  neverthelefs,  it  is  the  Practice  of  that 
Crown,  in  order  to  the  obtaining  of  any  Supply  from 
Q^z  the 
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thePeople.,  to  eonfult  the  Parliament,  and  to  haveRccourfe 
ro  their  Ordinances,  for  Levies  and  Duties  to  be  placed 
on  fuch  Commodities  only,  as  they  think  mo  ft  expedient. 
And  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  although  their  Jmpo- 
fitions  andTaxes  have  many jtim.es  been  iudden  and  weigh- 
ty upon  the  Subjects ;  yet,  1  have  not  obferved  ib  general 
Complaints  and  Outcries  of  Mif  application  and  ill  Ma- 
nagement, as  have  frequently  prevailed  in  other  Countries ; 
which,  if  upon  juft  Grounds,  will  give  great  Relief  to  a 
People  under  the  Payment  of  acute  Taxes. 

In  Sweden,  they  feem  to  have  a  peculiar  Happinefs  al- 
lotted to  their  Country,  as  to  the  Ways  of  making  great 
Part  of  their  Levies :  For  as  they  abound  in  Mines  of 
Copper,  Iron,  Tin,  & c.  from  whence  the  Crown  is  al- 
lowed a  Tenth  ;  as  alfo,  from  all  Corn,  Cattle,  ts'c 
and  in  great  Meafure  the  Riches  of  the  Church-Lands*  fo 
that  the  People  are  very  much  exempt  from  burthenfome 
Taxes,  except  in  an  extraordinary  War  (as  of  late  they 
have  been  engaged  in)  when  the  King  has  a  Power  to 
xaife  a  Tribute  h*om  his  Subjects. 

The  Subjects  of  Mufco<via  are  wont  to  raife  their  Taxes 
from  the  Commodities  of  their  own  Growth  only,  which 
the  Tradefmen  and  Dealers  pay,  and  are  afterwards  allow- 
ed a  Licence  and  PermtfTion  to  vend  them  in  what  Manner 
they  pleafe. 

The  Duke  of  Florence,  who  is  placed  in  a  m oft  fruitful 
Part  of  the  World,  and  his  Subj  cts  in  the  Enjoyment  of 
a  moft  flourishing  Trade  ;  has  the  Opportunity  of  raifing 
to  himfelf  what  Helps  he  pleafes,  without  being  able 
greatly  toimpoverifh  the  People.  However,  it  is  evident, 
the  Levies  and  Taxes  made  upon  them,  are  not  fo  much 
as  perceived  by  them  :  For  what  a  Mart  of  Riches  and 
Trade  do  they  appear  to  be,  furpaifing  moft  of  the  Poten- 
tates in  Europe, 

In  Venice  there  can  be  no  very  irkfome  or  oppreflive 
Taxes,  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe  the  whole  Commonwealth 
voluntarily  to  engage  themfelves  into  fuch  Payments  ;  for 
as  they  confift  of  an  Ariftocracy,  fo  the  Senate,  who  repre- 
ients  the  whole  People  and  Body  of  their  Dominions,  are 
watchful  and  diligent  in  maintaining  the  Good  and  Li- 
berty of  thofe  they  prefide  over  and  mean  to  take  care 
of. 
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The  Kings  of  Poland  are  fo  tyed  up,  that  they  can 
come  at  no  Money;  but  by  the  unanimous  Ordinances 
of  the  whole  Diet. 

The  Taxes  of  Denmark  are  very  eafy  and  inconiidera- 
ble  :  They  pay  a  Duty  on  Cattle,  Corn,  and  fome  Com- 
modities ;  but  to  no  great  Value  :  For  the  greater!  Part 
of  the  Production  of  their  own  Revenue,  is  collected  from 
all  Ships  and  Veftels  pafling  the  Sound,  by  which  Means 
they  are  happily  prevented  labouring  under  any  Burthen  ' 
of  Taxes  themfelves  :_Nor  do  I  find  that  Government  a?, 
any  Time  requiring  any  more  than  a  moderate  Supply 
or  Aid  from  the  People. 

I  think,  I  have  gone  through  with  a  brief  Account  of 
the  Nature  and  Bulk  of  the  Taxes  and  Tmpofitions,  as 
they  are  at  prefent  impofed  and  levied  in  molt  of  the  King- 
doms and  Governments  in  Europe ;  And  I  fhall  now  come 
to  a  Companion  of  the  State  of  our  own  T  axes  with  thofe 
of  our  Neighbours  and  Foreign  Nations  near  us,  and  the 
Examination  [as  I  propofed)  of  the  Reafons  thereof,  and 
the  Application  of  them  :  Our  having  ftruggled  for  feve- 
ral  Years  part  with  this  Load  upon  our  Backs,  is  obvioufly 
the  Occafion  of  the  infupporuble  Encreafe  of  the  Poor  a- 
mongft  us ;  and  although  it  be  conilahtly  pleaded,  to 
mollify  this  Weight  and  Preffure  upon  us,  That  Money 
in  this  Kingdom  is  never  raifed,  but  by  Confent  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  it  is  only  made  Ufe  of  in  Defence  of  Re- 
ligion, Liberty  and  Property  (which  truly  are  glorious 
Jewels,  worthy  to  contend  for)  and  that  any,  who  think 
they  have  at  any  Time,  with  their  Eyes  open,  feen  fome 
different  Practices,  they  mull  be  Enemies  to  the  real  Peace 
and  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom,  prejudiced  and  contriving 
againft  its  Happinefs  and  Advantage  ;  yet,  I  fay,  this  it 
notorioufly  but  little  Eafe  to  us.  For  how  is  it  that  Pro- 
perty and  Liberty  appear  more  bright  and  flourifhing  un- 
der heavy  Payments  and  Taxes  renewed  from  Year  to 
Year  ?  Or  can  it  be  proved,  that  a  Free  People  can  tafte 
the  higheft  Enjoyments  that  can  flow  from  thence,  when 
loaded  with  numerous  Duties,  and  immerfed  in  Debts  of 
fuch  a  Magnitude,  that  the  difcharging  thereof  is  almoft 
impracticable  with  the  Safety  of  the  Nation?  And  that 
our  Credit  and  Reputation  is  growing  arid  increafing,  not- 
3  withftanding 
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v/ithftanding  we  are  like  to  be  driven  to  the  unavoidable- 
Choice  of  I  wo  melancholy  Extremes,  <viz.  The  blotting-, 
out  of  our- Books,  and  an  effacing  as  irretrievable  an  infi- 
nite Number  of  Creditors,  who  have  lawful  and  jud 
Claims  upon  us ;  or,  The  paying  of  Debts  by  the  Virtue 
of  wild  Schemes,  and  by  that  Means  to  fink  under  a  final 
Bankruptcy.  Ought  not  fuch  a  People  to  reflect  with 
Horror  and  Anguilh  of  Heart,  at  any  who  either  by  Mif- 
management  or  Villany  have  reduced  them  to  fo  terrible 
an  Ebb  ?  The  Difference  in  Ireland  from  other  Countries, 
:«n  laying  on  of  fmpofitions,  is  only  this ;  That  all  are  a-, 
like  affected  by  the  Taxes  they  pay,  proportionably  to  the 
Expence  of  their  Qual  ty  and  Station  ;  though  this  will 
-  not  prove  intirely  a  Compenfation  ;  for  unlefs  in  the  Mo- 
ney that  is  raifed  there  is  a  nice  Obfervation  and  Care  had 
to  our  Manufa&uries,  fo  as  not  to  hinder  or  bar  the 
Trade  of  the  Nation  ;  all  tne  Regards  otherwife,  for  the 
Subject,  will  affect  them  only,  in  Point  of  Honour  and 

And  as  to  continual  getting  together  large  Sums  of 
Money  from  the  Subjects  Annually,  or  filling  the  Cof- 
fers of  the  Crown  by  Taxes  and  Levies,  the  utmoft  and 
moft  confummate  Skill  and  Honefty  will  become  neceffary 
to  affign  and  appropriate  them,  that  they  may  in  fome 
Meafure  redound  to  anfwer  the  Ufes  they  were  at  firft  faid 
to  be  r  ifed  for.  And  if  Laws  are  often  repeated  for  the 
granting  New  Supplies,  and  by  large  Sums  at  a  time,, 
then  an  Enquiry  into  the  Neceffity,  Delign  and  Applica- 
tion of  Extraordinary  Aids  and.Affiftances,  will  earneftly 
and  prevalently  take  Place:  And  if  feveral  Millions  Ster- 
ling (incredible  Sum  ! )  mould  appear  to  have  been  crimi- 
nally or  foolimly  imbezzled  or  unaccounted  for,  What, 
except  the  Divine  Interpolition,  could  prevent  inevitable. 
Ruin  and  Deft  ruction  ?  Where  would  remain  the  Defence 
of  a  Kingdom,  if  it  were  difpoiled  of  its  Treafure  to  be 
ciminifhed  and  funk  by,  Improvidence,  or  Ignorance,  or 
the  infatiable  Appetites  of  innumerable  rapacious  Pen- 
fioners. 

indeed,  the  Ufes  and  Deiigns  for  which  Monies  are 
levied  with  us,  are  commonly  difclofed  and  made  appear 

in , Parliament^ and,  afterwards,  whether-  there  have  been 
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Difpofitions  and  Appropriations  accordingly.  And  it  is 
Incumbent  on  every  M ember  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of 
Comrxons,  to  endeavour,  with  the  utmoft  Truth  and 
Honour,  that  the  Grounds  of  all  Supplies  and  Taxes  be 
rendred  plain,  and  reafonable,  and  conformable,  to  Re- 
gards had  for  the  Love  and  Care  of  their  Country,  and 
the  indifpenfible  Dictates  of  Integrity  and  Companion. 
This  leads  me,  therefore,  to  an  Examination  into  the 
Caufes  (as  far  as  one  without  Doors  may  venture  to  be 
carious)  of  our  prefent  Taxes. 

At  the  Time  of  his  Majefty's  happy  Coming  to  the 
Throne,  the  Nation  (  which  had  laboured  under  the 
deeper!  Apprehenfions  and  Fears,  what  would  be  the  E-« 
vent  of  the  wicked  and  clandelline  Meafures  of  the  Lalt 
Miniftry  of  the  late  Reign)  difcovercd  an  immediate 
Change  of  their  Confufions,  to  a  Pitch  of  Joy  and  Satis- 
faction, arifmg  from  the  refrefhing  Profpeft  they  had  of 
being  delivered  andfecured  from  the  Purpofes  and  Per- 
fons  of  thofe  deteflable  abhorred  Adminiftrators ;  and  a 
remarkable  Senfe  and  Confidence  that  was  (with  Reafon) 
placed  on  the  Illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover,  for  a  fure 
and  final  Support  and  Refuge  for  the  Nation,  in  the  ut- 
moft Extremes,  to  betake  to ;  vifibly  actuated  and  pre- 
vailed among  thofe  few  Friends  then  remaining  to  an  ex- 
piring Country :  But  we  were  foon  difturbed  in  the  Quiet 
and  happy  Enjoyment  of  His  Majefty's  Family  Reigning 
over  us  (  and  of  the  Affurances  of  Peace  and  Plenty  there- 
by fecured  to  us,  the  Favour  of  Heaven  then  fmiling  on 
us ;)  by  an  open  declared  Rebellion  againft  the  King's 
Right  and  Government ;  and  this  promoted  by  the  very 
Perfons  who  had  been  folicitous  in  tendring  the  utmoft 
Services  to  Him,  and  his  Royal  Relations ;  and  to  ag- 
gravate and  enrage  their  Crime,  had  fworn  Allegiance 
and  Fidelity  to  Him,  and  abjured  the  Perfon  of  the 
Pretender. 

I  recollect  thefe  Paffages,  as  they  were  indeed,  in  fome 
Degree,  the  fad  Grounds  of  fucceeding  Charges  and 
Troubles  to  the  Nation ;  though  by  the  Bravery  and 
Vigilancy  of  the  Army,  the  Addrefs  and  Wifdom  of  the 
Council  at  home,  we  at  length  furmounted  thefe  Straits 
and  Difficulties ;  and  made  fuch  prudent  Provifions  by 
Q^4  Parliament, 
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Parliament,  for  Supplies,  to  defray  our  vaft  Expenccs 
(  which  lb  great  an  Event  muft  naturally  put  us  to  )  as 
were  confident  with  the  Eafe  and  Ability  of  the  Subject, 
and  highly  conducive  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the 

Kingdom. 

But  may  we  be  fuffer'd  to  demonftrate  the  Grounds 
and  Reafons  of  the  prefent  Payments  continued  or  revived 
from  SefFiOn  to  SelTion  ?  May  we  be  permitted  to  alk, 
If  there  are  any  neceflary  Provifions  for  the  Houfhold 
or  Court  ?  Or  that  we  oughc  to  guard  and  fence  againft 
extraordinary  and  fudden  Eruptions  and  Wars,  by  ha- 
ving a  loaded  Treafury  ?  Is  there  any  large  Increafe  of 
•  Naval  or  Land  Forces  requifite  to  be  made  ?  Do  we 
find  the  Circulation  of  Money  and  Credit  rifen  to  fo  great 
an  Height  among  us,  that  we  can  eafily  difpenfe  with 
numerous  Taxes?  Do  they  enrich  the  Nation,  and  pro- 
mote our  Trade,  and  enhance  our  Credit  and  Reputation 
Abroad  ?  Or  can  we  Tuppofe  a  Redemption  could  be 
made  of  the  Lories  occafioned  in  the  late  South  Sea  Riot, 
by  Impofitions  or  Levies  upon  the  Commonwealth  ?  Or 
ought  we  to  expect  the  fureft  and  belt  Subjects,  I  mean 
the  Landed  Men,  will  confent  to  be  immerfed  in  a 
Flood  of  Taxes,  for  the  earing  of  Numbers  of  infatiate 
Perfo1  s,  who  have  mifcarried  by  their  black  and  horrid 
Schemes  ?   O  Tempora  !  O  Mores  ! 

Bnt  I  will  purfue  the  Thread  of  my  Difcourfe.  'Tis 
certain,  beyond  Contradiction,  that  grofs  and  weighty 
Taxes  will  tend  to  impoverish  a  Nation ;  contract  its 
Treafures,  diffipate  its  Trade,  and  give  Birth  to  Pover- 
ty and  Difcontent;  unlefs  open  Ware  are  flopped,  and 
a  declared  NecefTity  of  washing  the  Motions  of  our  Ad- 
verfaries,  or  Circumftances  of  the  like  Kind,  which  will 
always  produce  general  and  publick  Charges. 

To  come,  therefore,  nearer  the  Matter.  Will  not 
many  and  over  burthenfome  Charges  on  a  Common- 
wealth 'naturally  hinder  the  employing  Numbers  of  Poor 
and  Idle  Perfons ;  and  alfo  caufe  aDecay  of  thatlnduftry 
and  Labour,  which  would  otherwife  ilrengthen  the  Whole 
Body  :  So  that  what  would  terminate  to  the  general  Ule 
of  the  Publick,  is  hereby  prevented  by  Methods  that 
virtually,  if  not.  immediately,  affect  the  univerfal  la- 
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duftry  and  Diligence  that  ought  much  rather  to  take 
Place  ;  for  every  Member  of  the  Body  Politick,  is  refrefh- 
!   cd  and  animated  by  the  Life  and  Motion  that  there  is  in 
i    the  Whole. 

It  will  poffibly  hardly  be  believed,  that  from  the  pre- 
!    fent  Annual  Income  of  the  Taxes,  even  here  in  this  King- 
!    dom,  that  the  meaner  Subjects  pay  many  Times  the  Pro- 
j    p  ortion  to  the  Publick  Levies,  out  of  their  daily  Expences, 
more  than  they  did  a  dozen  Years  ago ;  and  fo,  indeed, 
every  Degree  and  Rank  amongffc  us ;  with  this  Mitigation, 
that  would  but  the  latter  Sort  reject  Opportunities  of  gra- 
tifying their  Extravagance,  they  would  be  able,  on  Pub- 
lick  Occurrences,  by  doubling  their  own  Quota  of  Pay^ 
ments,  vaftly  to  aflift  the  Bulk  of  their  Fellow-Subje&s. 

Have  we  not  been  in  great  Expectations,  every  Seflion, 
of  Alterations  to  be  made  in  the  decreafing  th,e  Burthen  of 
Taxes  I  How  long  will  Troubles  and  Difaffers  happen  to 
us  ?  For  my  Part,  I  fhall  alway,  with  the  utmoit.  Alacrity 
make  the  imall  Share  of  Payments  that  will  be  levied  up- 
on me,  as  an  individual  of  the  Common- wealth,  and 
which  are  enacted  by  Authority  for  the  Good, -Honour, 
and  Safety  of  His  Majefly,  and  His  Royal  Houfe  ;  and 
with  a  fjncere  Heart  and  Readinefs,  as  far  as  I  am  able, 
contribute  to  all  Advances  that  may  be  thought  at  any 
Time  requifite  thereunto  ;  as  we  have  always  (next  under 
God)  found  them,  in  repeated  Inftances,  the  only  Defence 
and  Bulwark  of  this  Nation ;  our  utmoft  Chearfulnefs  in 
being  at  fome  Expence  and  Charge  for  the  Enjoyment  of 
fo  many  Advantages  and  invaluable  Securities,  is  theleaft 
Return  we  can  make  :  This  is  abfolutely  the  real  Senti- 
ment and  Refolution  of  eveiy  well  meaning  2nd  honeft 
Freeholder  in  England.  After  this  Declaration,  one  can- 
not be  fufpected  of  any  other  in  this  kind  of  ill-natured 
Addrefs,  than  foliciting  the  higheit  Caution  and  Scrutiny 
at  the  approaching  Elections ;  neither  can  it  be  efleemcd 
impertinent  to  take  more  Care  for  the  future,  that  we  may 
thereby  efcape  falling  again  into  Romantiek  wicked. 
Schemes  of  Hair-brained  Politicans,  in  the  room  of  Dif- 
pofitions  that  would  certainly  be  of  Benefit  and  Improve- 
ment to  the  Kingdom^ 
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I  fhall  now  proceed  to  enquire  concerning  the  Ufe  and 
Applications  of  the  Taxes ;  fince  I  look  upon  it  almoft 
as  a  Portion,  that  the  Poor  are  Increafed,  and  Trade 
Decayed  thereby  :  And  upon  this  Point  there  is  a  great 
deal  might  be  faid  ;  the  Nature  of  Trade  in  England 
does  nearly  concern  and  affect  us,  and  the  Decay  and^ 
Want  of  it  at  any  Time,  is  moftly  the  Occasion  of  all 
Publick  Miferies  and  Jnconveniencies ;  for  though  our' 
Lot  is  fo  fortunately  ordered  for  us,  that  in  manufacture 
ing  of  our  own  Commodities  (which  are  the  Product  of 
our  Nation  only)  and  which  we  are  rifen  to  a  great  De- 
gree of"  Perfection  in  ;  yet  the  Ballance  of  our  Treafures 
and  Riches  mull:  be  produced  from  a  Free  and  Flourish- 
ing. Trade  ;  otherwife  we  (hall  foon  become  as  poor  and 
defencelefs  as  the  moll  barren,  arbitrary  Country  in  Europe*  ■ 
Our  Trading,  in  all  Ages  paft,  fufficientiy  has  demon- 
iftrated,  that  the  Opulence  of  the  Kingdom  can  only 
arife  from  hence;  and  it  is  the  Height  of  Vanity  to 
imagine,  *hat  Returns  of  Great  Charges  and  Duties  are  not 
?.  Hindranceand  Depreffure  to  it ;  or  that  a  Reformation, 
as  to  our  Wealth  and  Credit,  can  poffibly  be  accompli (hed,' 
Whilftwe  are  impaired  by  Misfortunes,  or  too  great  Impo- 
Jitians.  'Tis  a  known  Affertiori,  That  the  Improvement 
of  cur  Traders  the  Employment  of  our  Poor;  but  at  this 
Time  of  Day,  we  meet  with  thole  who  pretend  to  con- 
vince us  of  the  contrary  ;  as  if  great  Taxes  and  Levies 
were  not  hurtful  to  the  Commonwealth  and  deftructive: 
tcr  Trade. 

There  can  be  no  greater  Deformities  \tk  the  Englife 
Stale,  than  that  Induitry  and  Trade  mould  be  difcou- 
raged  or "interrupted,  be  it  by  Funds,  fictitious  Schemes, 
$r  plundering  Corporations*  inftead  of  fpreading  abroad 
the  Products  of  our  own  Arts  and  Manufactures  by  a  Fo- 
reign Trade  and  Commerce,  and  Which  would  center  in 
railing  the  Fortunes  of  the  Subject,  the  Grandeur  and 
Revenue  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Acquisitions  of  the  King- 
dom. 

The  Levying,  ( with  us  at  any  Time )  of  numerous 
Taxes,  though  it  doth  not  immediately  carry  off  the 
Stock  of  the  Nation,  yet  it  virtually  and  mod  affuredly 
is  prejudicial  to  us,  as  it  takes  off  and  deprieves  (during 
the  Continuance  of  them)  multitudes  of  Hands  of  the 

Poor 
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Poor,  which  other  wife  could  be  afforded  to  be  employ- 
ed ;  and  thereby  at  length  becomes  a  Difeafe  to  every 
County  in  the  Ifland*  by  infe&ing  them  with  Idlenete 
and  Poverty  ;  the  confl:  nt  Mifchiefs  that  will  flow  in  up- 
on us  from  hVd  and  durable  Taxes,  which,  when  na- 
turely  eonfidered,  will  always  gain  Abatements  and  Al- 
lowances for  Trade. 

Men  of  Induftry  and  Trade,  the  Merchants  and  others  * 
when  promoted  and  encouraged,  will  be  emulous  to  re- 
duce the  State  of  the  Commonwealth  to  its  wonted 
Standard,  and  thereby  give  Reafon  to  pride  herfelf  be- 
yond all  other  Kingdoms,  in  the  Riches  of  her  Com- 
merce :  And  by  the  Obfervations  I  have  always  made  as 
to  our  own  People,  and  from  the  Neighbouring  Parts 
around  us,  we  have  ever  flourifhcd  molt,  and  the  Domi- 
nions of  our  Little  Spot  appeared  in  the  greateft  Security^ 
by  encouraging  an  open,  unlimitted  Trade,  and  exploding 
all  Practices  that  tended  to  circumvent  or  deprefs  our 
Swarms  at  home,  in  the  Management  of  their  Arts  and 
Commodities  here,  or  the  Merchandizing  of  them  abroad  : 
For,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  we  mud  own,  that  we  are 
not  diftinguimable  by  our  Induftry  ;  and  altho*  we  have 
fo  many  Commodities  peculiar  to  our  own  Growth,  and 
very  confiderable  to  us  by  Special  Licences  and  Grants 
in  the  Setlements  of  thofe  Manufa&uries  ;  yet  we  mould 
find  them  incredibly  ufelefs  wichout  fuch  Encouragements; 
and  this  ariiing  from  an  Idolence  and  Negled  thatfeems 
to  prevail  in  our  Constitution  and  Difpofkions ;  fo  that 
whenever  I  fee  in  other  Countries  the  Power  and  Riches 
of  a  On  all  State,  or  a  little  Dukedom,  from  a  Right 
Management  and  Direction  of  the  various  Occupations 
of  their  People,  and  the  Employing  of  their  Poor;  I 
grieve  for  the  want  of  the  utmofl:  Encouragement  that 
might  be  indulged  to  the  Subje&s  of  Great  Britain  j 
which  contains  in  its  Inclofures,  Thoufands  of  Artifts 
and  Mechanicks,  moll  excellent  in  their  Kinds,  and  Va- 
riety of  Manufactures,  which,  carefully  maintained  and 
fapported,  would  be  fo  many  Means  of  rendering  us 
(I  may  fay)  the  molt  formidable  and  happy  Power  in 
the  World.    Shall  we  then,  inftead  of  forwarding  of 
Trade,  fooner  comply  with  the  ravenous  Inclinations  of 
a  Set  of  Men,  who  like  Hawks  and  Vultures,  live  upon 
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Prey,  without  ever  doing  Good  to  the  State ;  but  are 
continually  upon  the  Flight  to  devour?  And  a  continual 
Duration  of  large  Taxes  and  Duties,  are  mifchievous 
Moths,  that  in  Time  will  eat  out  the  Heart  and  Vitals 
of  the  Kingdom,  by  blunting  the  Tools  of  the  Induftri- 
ous,  that  would  be  profitable  to  the  whole  Community, 
as  well  as  to  themfelves,  were  they  not  pinch'd  by  Duties 
and  Payments.  And  farther,  as  to  die  Gentry  and  bet- 
ter Sort  of  Perfons,  who  mould  be  Benefactors  to  their 
Country  by  a  conilant,  regular  Expence,  and  a  Confump- 
tion  of  the  Commodities  of  Trade  ;  I  fay,  thefe  in  Time 
of  long  and  lading  Impofitions,  will  be  apt  to  change 
their  Meafures,  and  to  deprive  the  Publick  of  the  ufual 
expected  Benefit  accruing  from  them,  by  locking  up  and 
hoarding  what  they  would  otherwife,  in  Times  of  P^efpite 
irom  t  axes,  expend  and  lay  out ;  and  then  nothing  but 
downright  Force  will  draw  out  of  Holes  the  Specie  of 
the  Nation,  which  we  may  be  allured  will  be  hidden  and 
concealed,  as  the  only  Means  to  evade  the  Power  of 
Publick  Exactions. 

But  how  is  it  to  be  wiftied,  That  the  enfuing  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Kingdom  may  purfue  fuch  Methods  that 
will  effectually  eafe  our  Trade,  and  eftablim  our  Manu- 
factories ;  which  will  ever  be  a  Prefer vation  to  us  from  be- 
nig  panimed  with  Cruelties,  Wants  and  Diforders  that 
the  contrary  Defect  will  conftantly  produce.  I  dont 
know,  whether  downright  Prohibition  of  Trade  from  a- 
broad,  and  if  no  Money  was  to  be  Levyed  at  Home  by 
t  axes,  might  not  prove  as  little  hazardous  to  the  Wealth 
and  Credit  of  the  Nation,  as  Practices  of  vail  Duties  and 
Impofitions^  which  weaken  and  deprefs  all  Commerce ; 
befiJes  great  Payments  in  other  kinds  that  Ihould  affect 
all  Denominations  of  Men. 

Jf  we  confider  ourfelves  from  the  Native  Commodities 
we  enjoy,  viz.  Meat,  Drink,  Bread,  Cloaths,  and  thefe 
in  fuch  Plenty  as  to  be  able  to  difpofe  of  by  Traffick  to 
other  Nations ;  the  many  Mechanical  Arts  and  Manu- 
factories whereof,  we  have  in  Perfection,  all  unanimou/ly 
tending  to  advance  the  Riches  and  Power  of  the  King- 
dom :  I  fay,  from  thefe  Views  'tis  aftonifhing  to  what 
Courfe  or  Caufe  the  Confequences  of  fuch  Bleffings  are 
fled !  Our  Labour  and  Trade  fecm  to  be  at  a  Stand,  and 
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Arts  and  Sciences  to  be  difcontinued  by  us ;  not  conlider- 
ing  that  an  Interruption  but  even  of  a  few  Months,  may 
deprive  us  of  both  Men  and  Arts  (for  there  is  no  difufing 
of  thefe  to  be  admitted  of  for  Times  and  Seafons)  by 
a  furprizing  Change  of  Hands ;  and  thereby  our  Neigh- 
bours to  receive  the  Products  of  our  Single  Growth,  and 
the  Superior  Arts  and  Endowments  that  our  own  People 
were  alone  PofTeffors  of. 

Is  there  fuch  a  vifible  CefTation  I  am  fpeaking  of? 
And  does  it  arife  from  an  Indolence  and  Inactivity  in  the 
People  ?  Or,  Is  it  feemingly  caufed  by  any  extraordinary 
Preflure  on  Trade  from  confiderable  Impofts  and  Taxes? 
Or,  To  what  mull  wc  aflign  it  ?  Or,  Is  this  a  Charge 
no  ways  to  be  carried  to  the  Account  I  And  the  afore- 
mentioned Paradox  felt  as  an  evident  Truth  I  <vix.  That 
Payment  and  Taxes,  are  fo  many  numerous  Treafures  to 
a  Kingdom?  But  'till  I  am  my  fclf  convinced  of  it,  I  can- 
not forbear  attributing  the  decay  and  want  of  Trade  (in 
moll  Confiderations )  proportionably  as  the  Demands  and 
Levies  are  upon  it  to  thole  IlTues  and  Duties;  and  I  know 
of  no  fure  Purpofes  or  Methods  that  will  fail  of  encreafing 
our  common  Stock  whilft  we  are  dejected  with  thefe  Pre!- 
fures  and  Weights.  And  to  evince  the  Truth  of  this,  it 
would  not  require  me  to  exceed  the  Limits  of  a  Pamphlet ; 
for  I  am  morally  certain,  that  the  Levying  of  prodigi- 
ous numerous  Taxes,  in  the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years 
Time,  will  be  an  Equivalent  and  Over-ballance  upon  the 
Subject  for  the  Amount  of  all  the  Profits  of  Trade,  of 
three  times  that  Space  of  Years :  And  the  Keennefs  of 
Artiils,  Mechanicks,  Hufbandmen,  as  well  as  Traders 
and  Merchants,  will  befopalPd  and  ruined  thereby,  that 
they  will  rather  chufe  to  confine  themfelves  to  the  un- 
certain, dangerouf,  and,  I  am  fure,  wicked  Gains  of 
Stock  jobbing,  and  unlawful  Contracts,  than  to  the 
honeft  and  commendable  Returns  of  Money  by  Trade ; 
and  which  really  can  only  maintain  and  fecure  the  Pro- 
fits of  Private  Men,  as  well  as  that  of  a  whole  Nation 
alfo. 

The  Seperation  of  Trade  from  us,  or  whatever  re- 
motely inclines  thereto,  will  infallibly  be  a  Grievance  of 
the  higherl  Extreme  to  us ;  and  if  ever  the  Subjects  and 
Merchants  ihould  be  loaded  with  Multitudes  of  Duties 
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and  Taxes,  we  fhould  then  unavoidably  be  brought,  in 
the  End,  to  fuch  a  fatal  Confequence.  And  is  it  un- 
reafonable  to  dread  the  Truth  of  this  Aflertion,  or,  to  ' 
conceive,  that  we  aiTuredly  feel  any  Effects  of  a  want  of 
Trade?  Do  we  never  hear  it  repeated  (on  that  wonted 
famous  Mart  of  Trade,  the  Royal  Exchange  of  London) 
There  is  no  Trade  ?  Are  thefe  Situations  real  Truth  and 
Fad  ?  Or,  is  it  only  Clamour  and  Faction  ?  Can  we  fub- 
fiff  under  fo  unhappy  a  State,  if  it  proves  true?  Do  not 
the  Principal  Branches  of  our  Riches  and  Credit  depend 
upon  our  Commerce  ?  Can  there  be  Exception  taken 
againft  thofe  who  at  all  Times  are  vigilant  to  prevent 

the  Decline  of  Trade  ?  —  But  to  give  a  very  few 

Proofs  more :  The  Collecting  of  vaft  Freafures  by  di» 
verfity  of  Taxes  and  Lev  ies,  will  naturally  create  a  Di- 
minution and  Lofs  of  Specie  to  the  Subject ;  a  Difcou^ 
ragement  which  proves  unfpeakable  in  Trading;  for- 
though  Abroad,  we  deal  Commodity  in  Exchange  for 
Commodity  (which  does  not  always  happen  neither)  yet 
Seamens  Wages,  Shipping,  and  Bills  of  Exchange,  muft 
be  paid  in  Cam.  ;  and  however  Private  Men  may  fubM,  • 
yet  Trade  mud  beat  a  Stand,  and  the  Publick  generally 
impoverished  by  Loads  of  Taxes  and  Want  of  Specie: 
And  as  often  as  great  Payments  are  p  relied  for,  'u3  fo 
jwany  item  Obftaeles  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  Profits  and 
Plourifhing  Condition  of  a  Nation. 

Another  Mark  of  Decay  may  be  fufpected  from  the 
little  Stock  of  Ready  Money  which  there  is  in  theCountry, 
from  the  Difficulty  Landlords  have  of  getting  their  Rents. 
The  Country  is  confide  rably  changed  in  this  Point,  fo  ' 
that  it  is  become  almoft  invidious  to  mention  it;  and 
upon  this  Article  we  may  be  convinced  of  the  Necc-fiity.. 
of  the  Augmentation  of  Trade  abroad,  as  the  ultimate, 
only  Remedy  that  can  be  made  ufe  of  for  the  gaining  an 
immediate  Redrefs  on  this  Head,  and  ftrengthning  the 
Credit  and  Reputation  of  the  Kingdom.  And  it  is  no 
Error  toinfift,  that  Trade  may  be  forely  hurt  and  in- 
jured by  the  Difadvantage  of  heavy  Taxes;  and  the 
Want  of  Bufinefs  to  all  Traders  fully;  verifies-  it  to 
us. 
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After  fucli  like  Enquiries  and  Refearches  as  thefe,  I  ' 
cannot  but  be  perfnaded,  That  every  honeft  EngUJh-man 
and  Free-bolder,  will  naturally  join  with  me  in  making 
fome  ferious  Conjectures,  what  will  be  the  Iffue  of  our 
State  and  Condition  And  that  Fears  and  Apprehenfions, 
which  prompt  us  to  the  fecuring  the  Manufactures,  Arts 
and  induftry  of  the*  Nation,  are  not  improper  or  injudi- 
cious; for  the  Increafe  of  our  Poor,  and  the  Decay  of 
our  Commerce,  are  Omens  that  merit  our  flricteft  Vigi- 
lance and  Enquiry.  And  herein  Men  of  Fortunes  and 
Subftance  in  Trade,  I  am  fure,  will  concur  with  me. 

The  Evils  and  Dangers  that  will  moil  infallibly  prefs 
upon  us  from  great  and  extreme  Taxes,  are  very  evident  i  ■ 
and  it  muft  be  acknowledged  a  fingular  Inftance  of  Wif- 
dom  and  Care  for  the  Puhlick,  when  Parliaments  are 
moft  inquifitive  concerning  the  Condition  of  the  State, 
as  to  this  Matter,  above  all  ;  And  it  is  vain  for  us  to  * 
imagine  Expedients  can  be  found  out,  unlefs  we  are  all 
thoroughly  agreed  what  our  Cafe  is.  And,  I  think,  from 
what  1  have  ofFer'd,  it  pretty  naturally  difcovers  itfelf  as 
proceeding  from  a  precipitant  Breach  of  Credit;  a  Decay 
of  Trade,  and  a  Want  of  Money.  And  as  the  State  of 
Things  appear,  we  can  make  no  Miftake  to  what  their 
Determination  is  owing;  and  if  we  will  but  found  the 
Methods  and  Praclices  we  are  to  take,  agreeably  to 
thefe  Evidences,  the  Evmt  cannot,  by  the  Divine  Per- 
miilion,  prove  otherwife  than  happy. 

There  is  no  Society  in  the  World,  who  have  a  more' 
magnificent  Trult,  than  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great 
Britain ;  and,  confequently,  none  have  a  greater  Power 
of  preferving  the  Health  and  Profperity  of  the  State,  which 
they  direct  and  prefide  over. 

I  have  run  through  the  Nature  of  the  prefent  Taxes,- 
and  offered  the  Reaibns  that  feem  convincive  of  their  be- 
ing, at  leait,  injurious  to  Trade  ;  if  not  to  the  Riches, 
Credit,  and  Liberty  of  this  Nation.  And  as  to  the  Ufes 
to  which  they  are  applied  ;  it  cannot  be  expe&ed  for  me 
to  fay  much  here,  fmce  that  is  an  Enquiry  to  be  made, 
with  Safety,  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons  only.  I  have  hi- 
therto taken  fome  Pains  in  addrelfing  the  Freeholders,  and 
Electors  of  Parliament,  on  this  feafonable  Subject ;  but 
have  been  obliged  to  omit  fome  Hints  that  might,  perhaps, 
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have  given  Offence  to  M  rs  and  Managers.  Flow- 
ever,  it  is  not  eafy  working  upon  $e  Credulity  of  the 
People  of  England;  not  to  perl uade  them,  that  the  extor- 
ting of  vaft  Sums  of  Money,  are  loft  and  gentle  Ways  of 
promoting  the  Happinefs  and  Good  of  the  State :  But 
(Thanks  be  to  God)  Inventions  and  Impoftures  cannot  be 
impofed  upon  us  ;  Fools  and  Lunatic ks  may  be  fo  far  in- 
toxicated as  to  believe  Chimera's  of  Politicians ;  but  a  wife 
and  true  Lover  of  his  Country  will  not  ftiut  his  Eyes  a- 
gainft  this  gaping  Chafm,  that  requires  the  utmoft  Expe- 
dition and  Dexterity  in  the  clofing  up  again.  Let  us  not, 
however,  treacherou fly  imagine,  among  the  many  Wounds 
already  given  by  the  South-Sea  Scheme,  that  large  Pay- 
ments can  poflibly  prove  a  Reftorative  for  effectually  re- 
covering our  Credit  and  Riches  ;  for  a  very  Thought, 
in  this  Way,  cannot  obtain  without  the  higheft  Stupidity 
and  Perfidy.  And  the  Ability  we  Hand  in,  as  to  the 
State  of  our  Credit,  feems  to  confine  us  to  the  utmoft 
Benevolence  and  Frugality,  in  Regard  of  ourfelves  only, 
and  not  upon  any  Score  to  admit  of  chargeable  Expedi- 
tions or  Undertakers ;  And  the  Commonwealth  was  ne- 
ver lefs  capable  to  diftinguifri  itfelf  by  Generofuy  and 
Beneficence  ;  ytt,  although  we  are  prevented  by  our 
narrow  Circumftances,  the  Happinefs  of  our  Cafe  is, 
that  we  can  yet  boaft  of  Plenty  of  Noble  and  Vertuous 
Patriots ;  whole  Integrity  and  Merit  are  glorioufly  de- 
'ferving  of  the  Nation's  Lawrels  and  Rewards. 

But  to  conclude  with  this  Remark,  without  being  more 
particular.  In  Times  of  great  Taxes,  there  will  be  ne- 
ceffary,  in  the  Government  and  Miniftry,  the  utmoit 
Frugality  and  Diligence  in  their  Application  ;  for,  as 
from  vaft  Comings-in,  a  Kingdom  will  be  liable  (o  vaft 
Frauds  :  So  it  will  be  irnpolfible  to  maintain  too  ftrift  a 
Check  and  Obfervance  upon  the  Managers  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Revenues,  that  they' may  be  kept  in  a  Channel  to 
anfwer  the  Bufinefs  and  Exigencies  of  the  State  ;  which 
will  alfo  make  Taxes  and  Levies  liteafier  on  the  Subject. 
For  railing  of  Money  in  thefe  Dominions,  with  conusant 
Augmentation  thereof  ;  and  to  be  attended  with  Sufpici- 
ons,  as  to  the  Ufes  and  Difpolition  of  them  ;  would  be 
a  Grievance  that  could  not  be  fupported  but  with  the 
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fliarpeft  Mifery  and  Impatience.  To  prevent  \vh;ch  dif- 
I  mal  Tyranny,  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  this  Realm  have 
I  inverted  every  Individual  in  Parliament  with  a  Right  of 
Enquiry  concerning  the  Disburfements  of  the  Treafures  of 
the  Nation  ;  and  every  Member  of  that  Powerful  Body  is 
bafely  guilty  of  perfidioufly  wronging  and  Injuring  of  his 
Country,  who  knowingly,  or  negligently,  connives  or 
winks  at  the  transferring  or  alienating  the  Riches  of  the 
Publick,  to  any  other  Ufes  than  thofe  which  the  whole 
Commonwealth  fuppofed  them  to  be  granted  for. 

And  here  it  is  with  fome  Warmth  that  I  could  proceed 
in  AddrelTing  the  Electors  of  Knights  and  BurgefTes  for 
the  enfuing  Parliament,  and,  in  fliort,  the  whole  Com- 
mons  of  the  Kingdom,  that  they  would  avoid  Hurry  and 
Precipitancy  in  their  next  Choices;  or  ignobly  to  barter 
the  Wealth  and  Liberty  of  their  Country,  for  the  Views 
of  Private  Profit  and  Intereft:  And  that  the  mention  I 
have  here  made  of  the  Taxes  of  the  Nation,  with  the 
Tendency  and  Ufe  of  them,  may  be  of  fome  Weight  to 
perfuade  them,  deliberately  to  difpofe  of  Votes  for  New 
Members;  and  that  we  may  be  cautious  in  not  tolerating 
the  Hopes  of  our  ownPerfonal  Advantages  to  prevail  over 
the  indifpenfible  Duties  of  Integrity  and  a  Publick  Spirit, 
which  we  owe  to  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  not  to  indulge 
and  fawn  upon  a  Set  of  Men,  who  (hall  be  either  feverely 
bent  againft,  or  ignorantly  incapable  of  the  Good  of  the 
Kingdom. 


The 
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The  Natural  Hiftory  of  Superftition. 

By  "John  Trenckard,  Efq; 

Sic  pleru?nque  agitat  fiultos  infcitia  veri,  £sf 
Palantes  error  certo  de  transit? pellit : 
llle  finijlrorfumy  hie  deorfum  abit,  units  utrique 
Error ,  fed  variis  illudit  partibus  omnes. 

Atheifm  leaves  Men  to  Senfe,..to  Philofophy,  to  Laws,  t$ 
Reputation,  all  which  may  be  Guides  to  moral  Virtue,.. 
thd*  Religion  were  not ;  but  Superjlition  dijmounts  all 
thefe,  andereSis  an  ahfolute  Monarchy  in  the  Minds  of 
Men :  Therefore,  Atheifm  did  never  perturb  States ; 
but  Superjlition  hath  been  the  Confufion  of  ?nany.  The 
Caufes  of  Superfition  are  pleafeng  and  fenfual  Rites 
and  Ceremonies,  Excefs  of  Pharifaical  and  outjide  Ho- 
linefs,  Reverence  to  Traditions,  and  the  Stratagems  of 
Prelates  for  their  own  Ambition  and  Lucre*  Lord  Ba* 
con.  __^> 

IF  any  Man  furveys  and  contemplates  the  vifible 
World,  the  great  and  glorious  Body  of  the  Sun, 
many  thoufand  times  bigger  than  the  Earth,  its  immenfe 
Diftance  from  us,  this  Globe  on  which  we  live,  and  nu- 
merous other  Planets  moving  about  it,  and  receiving  vi- 
tal Warmth  and  Nourifhment  from  its  Beams ;  if  he 
purfues  and  aggrandizes  this  Idea,  by  confidering  the 
much  greater  Diftance  and  Magnitude  of  the  fixt  Stars, 
in  all  probability  fo  many  Suns,  with  each  their  particu- 
lar Syftem  of  Worlds,  and  Inhabitants,  and  the  frequent ' 
Difcovery  of  new  Ones,  by  the  Invention  of  better 
GlafTes  and  Telefcopes ;  how  mufthe  admire  and  adore 
the  Power  of  God,  who  has  given  Being  and  Motion  to 
fuch  vaft  Machines,  created  them  of  fuch  Figure  and 
Magnitude,  difpofed  them  in  fuch  Order,  placed  them  at 
fuch  Distances,  gave  them  fuch  proper  and  fuitable  Mo- 
tions as  oblige  them  to  perform  the  regular  and  ordinary 
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Purpofes  of  his  Providence,  without  the  conftant  and 
momentary  Interpolition  of  his  Power. 

Nor  isitlefs  confpicuous  in  the  Formation  of  inferior 
Animals,  in  this  little  Part  of  the  World  in  which  we 
live,  whofe  Parts  are  fo  adapted,  and  difpofed  by  his  all 
wife  Providence,  as  by  the  Neceflity  of  their  own  Na- 
tures to  perform  the  Functions  and  Operations  of  their 
Beings;  Hence  we  fee  that  univerfal  Harmony  in  ail 
Creatures  of  the  fame  Species  ;  they  have  the  fame, 
Hopes  and  Defires,  the  fame  Fears  and  A verfions  ;  fome 
Kinds  have  intrepid  Courage,  others  pannic  Fears ;  Na- 
ture directs  fome  to  Force  and  Violence,  others  to  Flight 
and  Cunning;  fome  prey  uponFlelh,  fome  live  upon 
Fruits  and  Seeds,  others  upon  Grafs  and  Vegetables  ; 
Birds  of  the  fame  kind  build  their  Nells  with  the  fame 
Contrivance,  and  the  fame  Materials  ;  all  Creatures  of 
the  fame  Kind  defend  themfelves  with  the  fame  Addreis 
and  Cunning,  and  are  caught  and  trapaned  by  the  fame 
Wiles  and  Artifices,  and  generate  others  like  them,  as 
naturally  and  necelTarily  as  a  Tree  or  Vegetable  is^  pro- 
duced from  its  Seed,  with  fome  little  Difference  in  In- 
dividuals, owing  probably  to  the  Cir-cumftances  of  Soil, 
Food,  peculiar  Accidents,  or  fomething  perhaps  particu- 
lar in  the  Formation  of  each  Syftem. 

His  Partiality  to  Mankind  has  not  hindered  him  from 
forming  our  Bodies  in  the  fame  Manner  and  of  the 
fame  Materials  ;  he  has  given  us  the  fame  Springs  of 
vital  Motion,  the  fame  Nerves,  Tendons,  Veins  and  Arte- 
ries, the  like  Difpoiition  and  Organization  of  our  Brains, 
and  confequently  the  like  Faculties  of  Seeing,  Feeling, 
Hearing,  Tailing  and  Smelling,  the  fame  Senfations  of 
Pleafure  and  Pain,  alike  Defires  and  Averfions,  alike 
Hopes  and  Fears;  we  have  the  fame  Way  of  coming  into 
the  World,  and  the  fame  Ways  of  going  out  of  it.  Nor 
can  it  be  denied  that  in  many  Refpecls  we  are  excelled  by 
inferiour  Creatures  in  the  Organization  of  our  Bodies, 
as  fome  are  uronger,  others  more  active,  fome  bolder, , 
others  of  longer  Continuance  ;  moll  kinds  furpafs  us  in 
the  Acutenefs  of  one  or  more  of  our  Senfe?,  and  fome 
in  all  of  them. 

But  we  have  ample  amends  made  us  in  theFaculties  of  our 

Souls* , 
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Souls  which  makes  it  evident  we  were  defigned  for  no- 
bler Ufes ;  for  whereas  other  Animals  appear  to  have  no 
Thoughts  or  Defires  above  their  quotidian  Food,  Eafe, 
Bivernons  or  Lulls ;  Men  have'  vifibly  larger  and  more 
cxtenfive  View?,  as  not  only  from  the  ordinary  and  re- 
gular Syftem  of  the  Univerfe,  to  carry  their  Minds  to 
their  great  Creator,  but  to  infer  from  thence  the  Duty 
and  Obedience  owing  to  him,  and  the  Juftice,  Compat 
fion,  Love  and  AfTiftance  owing  to  one  another.  And 
ilnce  the  Defect  and  Narrownefs  of  our  natural  Capaci- 
ties has  left  us  in  the  Dark  about  a  future  State,  his  a- 
btmdant  Goodnefs  has  amply  fupplied  the  Shortnefs  of 
our  Knowledge  with  divine  Revelation,  and  has  difco- 
vered  and  annexed  a  State  of  immortal  Happinefs  to  the 
natural  Rewards  attending  a  Juft  and  virtuous  Life. 

But  as  there  is  no  Perfection  in  this  frail  State,  nor  any 
Excellency  without  fome  Defect  accompanying  it,  fo 
thele  noble  Faculties  of  the  Mind  have  miiled  and  be- 
trayed us  into  Superftition,  as  appears  in  that,  notwith- 
landing  we  are  abundantly  cautioned  not  to  miltake  the 
Impoftu res  of  pretended  Prophets,  the  Frauds  of  Priefts, 
and  the  Dreams  and  Vifions  of  Enthuf  ails  for  heavenly 
Revelations,  and  our  own  Infirmities  and  panic  Fears  for 
divine  Impulfes,  yet  the  Fables  of  the  Heathens,  the  Al- 
coran of  Mahomet,  the  more  grofs  and  impious  For- 
geries of  the  Papifts,  and  the  Frauds  and  Follies  of* 
fome  who  call  themfelves  Proteftants,  have  fo  far  pre- 
vailed over  genuine  Chriftianity,  that  the  Righteous  and 
Faithful  are  but  like  the  Gold  to  the  Earth,  which  could 
not  have  thus  happened  in  all  Ages,  unlefs  fomething. 
innate  in  our  Conftitution  made  us  eafily  to  be  fufcep- 
tible  of  wrong  ImprefTions,  fubject  to  pasnic  Fears,  and 
prone  to  Superftition  and  Error,  and  therefore  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  us,  firft  of  all  to  examine  into  the  Frame 
and  Conftitutions  of  our  own  Bodies,  and  fearch  into  the 
Caufes  of  our  Paffions  and  Infirmities,  for  till  we  know 
from  what  Source  or  Principle  we  are  fo  apt  to  be  de- 
ceived by  others,  and  by  ourfelves,  we  can  never  be 
capable  of  true  Knowledge,  much  lefs  of  true  Religion, 
which  is  the  Perfection  of  it. 

I  take  this  wholly  to  proceed  from  our  Ignorance  of 
Caufes,  and  yet  Curiofity^  to  know  them,  it  being  im- 
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impoiTible  for  .any  Man  fo  far  to<Hveft  himfelf  of  Con- 
cern  for  his  own  Happinefs,  as  not  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote it,  and  confequently  to  avoid  what  he  thinks  may 
hurt  him  ;  and  fince  there  mull  be  Caufes  in  Nature  for 
every  Thing  that  does  or  will  happen,  either  here  or  here- 
after, it  is  hard  to  avoid  Sollicitude  till  we  think  we 
know  thenvand  therefore  iince  the  divine  Providence  has 
for  the  moil  Part  hid  the  Caufes  of  Things  which  chiefly 
concern  us  from  our  View,  we  muft  either  entirely  a- 
bandon  the  Enquiry,  or  fubftitute  fuch  in  their  Room,  as 
our  own  Imaginations  or  Prejudices  fuggeft  to  us,  or  take 
the  Words  of  others,  whom  we  think  wifer  than  our- 
felves,  and  as  we  believe  have  no  Intent  to  deceive 
us. 

To  thefe  WeaknefTes  of  our  own,  and  Frauds  of  o- 
thers,  we  owe  the  heathen  Gods  and  Goddeffes,  Oracles 
and  Prophets,  Nymphs  and  Satyrs,  Fawns  and  Tritons, 
Furies  and  Demons ,  moft  of  the  Stories  of  Conjurers 
and  Witches,  Spirits  and  Apparitions,  Fairies  and  Hob- 
goblins, the  Doclrine  of  Prognoses,  the  numerous 
Ways  of  Divination,  <viz.  Oniromancy,  Sideromancy, 
Tephranomancy,  Botonom  uicy,  Crommyomancy,  Clero- 
mancy,  Acromancy,  Onomatomancy,  Arithmomancy, 
Geomancy,  Aleclryomancy,  Cephalomancy^  Axinoman- 
cy,  Cofcinomancy,  Hydromrney,  Onychoma  icy,  Dac- 
tlvomancy,  Chriftaliornancy,  Cataptromancy,  Gaflro- 
mancy,  Lecanomancy,  Alphitomancy,  Chiromancy,  Or- 
neomancy  and  Necromancy,  Horofcopy,  Aftrology  and 
Augury,  Metopofcopy  and  Palmitlry,  the  Fear  of  E- 
clipies,  Comets,  Meteors,  Earthquakes,  Inundations, 
and  any  uncommon  Appearances,  though  ever  ib  much 
depending  upon  natural  and  neceffary  Caufes,  nor  are 
there  wanting  People  otherwife  of  good  UncerfTanding, 
who  are  affected  with  the  failing  of  Salt- feller,  croifing  of 
a  Hare,  croaking  of  a  Raven,  howling  of  Dogs, 
fcreaching  of  Owls,  the  Motion  of  Worms  in  a  Bedftead, 
miftaken  for  Death- Watches,  and  other  as  fenfelefs  and 
trifling  Accidents. 

It  is  this  Ignorance  of  Caufes,£frY.  fubjecls  us  to  miftake 
the  Phantafms  and  Images  of  our  own  Brains  (which 
have  no  Exigence  any  where  elfe)  for  real  Beings,  and 
fubfifting  without  us,  as  in  Dreams  where  we  fee  Per- 
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fons  and  Things,  feel  Pain  and  Pleafure,  form  Defigns^ 
hear  and  make  Difcourfes,  and  fometimes  the  Objecls  are 
reprefented  fo  lively  to  our  Fancies,  and  the  Imprefiion 
fo  ftrong,  that  it  would  be  hard  to  diftinguifh  them  from 
Realities,  if  we  did  not  find  ourfelves  in  Bed. 

But  if  a  melancholy  Man,  fitting  by  himfelf  in  a 
doleful  Mood,  with  his  Brains  brooding  upon  Vifions 
and  Revelations ;  mould  carelefly  nod  himfelf  half  a 
Sleep,  and  his  Imagination  having  received  a  vigorous 
Reprefentation  of  an  Angel  delivering  a  MefTage  to  him, 
fhould  wake  in  a  Surprize,  without  having  obferved  ,his 
own  Sleeping  (as  often  happens)  I  cannot  fee  how  he 
mould  diitinguifh  it  from  a  divine  Vifion. 

There  have  been  furprizing  Inftances  of  this  Kind,  in 
extatic  Fits  and  Trances,  which  are  but  founder  Sleeps, 
that  caufe  more  lively  and  Intenfe  Dreams:  Some  in 
thefe  Delirium's  have  fancied  their  Souls  to  have  been 
tranfported  to  Heaven  or  Hell,  to  have  had  perfonal 
Communication  with  God  and  the  holy  Trinity,  have 
given  Defcriptions  of  the  Angels  and  their  Habitations, 
and  brought  back  MefTages,  Prophefies  and  Initruclions  to 
Mankind,  which  Phenomena's,  however  ftrange  at  iirit 
Sight,  are  eafily  to  be  accounted  for  by  natural  Caufes, 
for  the  Ideas  and  Operations  of  our  Minds  being  evi- 
dently produced,  by  the  Agitations  and  Motions  of  the 
internal  Parts  of  our  own  Bodies,  and  Impreflions  hereto- 
fore made  on  them,  as  well  as  the  Actions  of  Objects 
without  us  (which  will  be  made  appear  in  the  Sequel  of 
this  Difcourfe.)  It  muft  neceilarily  happen  when  the 
Organs  of  Senfe  (which  are  the  Avenues  and  Doors  to 
let  in  external  Objects)  are  fhut  and  locked  up  by  Sleep, 
Diftempers,  or  ftrong  Prejudice?,  that  the  Imaginations 
produced  from  inward  Caufes,  muft  reign  without  any 
Rival,  for  the  Images  within  us  ftriking  ftrongly  upon, 
and  affecting  the  Brain,  Spirits,  or  Organ,  where  the 
imaginative  Faculty  refides,  and  all  Objects  from  without, 
•being  wholly,  or  in  a  great  Meafure  fhut  out  and  ex- 
cluded, fo  as  to  give  no  Information  or  AfMance  we 
muft  unavoidably  fubmit  to  an  Evidence  which  meets 
with  no  Contradiction,  and  takes  things  to  be  as  they 
appear. 
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I  conceive  that  Ignis  Fatuus  of  the  Mind,  which  the 
Vifionaries  in  ail  Ages,  have  called  the  inward  Light, 
and  kads  all  that  have  followed  it  into  Pools  and  Dit- 
ches, to  be  like  what  is  before  defer ibed  :  For  by  their 
cwn  Defcription  it  is  only  to  be  attained  by  renouncing 
the  Senfes,  and  all  the  intellectual  Faculties,  and  wholly 
fequeftring  their  Thoughts  from  wordly  and  material  Ob- 
jects, by  which  Elevation  of  Mind,  they  arrive  to  a 
more  clofe  and  intimate  Union  with  God,  have  internal 
Communication  with  him,  and  by  immediate  Motions 
.and  Infpirations  learn  all  Truths,  and  whatever  is  necef- 
iary  to  be  done.  This  is  what  Men  of  vulgar  Notions, 
call  fending  their  Wits  for  a  V enture,  and  indeed  is  but 
a  waking  Dream,  for  they  alike  lock  up  all  their  out* 
ward  Senfes,  which  are  the  only  Conduits  of  Knowledge, 
and  deliver  themfelves  up  to  the  Guidance  of  wild  Fan- 
by,  and  confequently  mult  be  actuated  wholly  by  their 
feveral  Complexions  ,  Constitutions  and  Diftempers, 
which  often  make  them  IxionAikz,  embrace  their  own 
Clouds  and  Fogs  for  Dieties. 

The  fame  Vifions  happen  to  us,  when  our  Organs  are 
indifpofed  by  Sicknefs,  and  then  according  to  the  Nature 
of  our  Diftempers,  we  fee  fuch  Appearances,  as  our  for- 
mer Prejudices  and  Education  have  rendered  moft  dread- 
ful or  delightful  to  us  :  Sometimes  we  fee  Angels  and 
beatific  Vifions,  fometimes  Devils  with  Inftruments  of 
Fear  and  Horror. 

The  like  is  common  amongft  melancholy  and  hypocon- 
driac  Men,  who  often  ad  in  the  Government  of  them- 
felves and  Families  with  Prudence  enough,  and  fometimes 
have  excellent  Qualifications  in  other  Refpecls,  and  yet  a 
particular  Delufion  has  got  fuch  hold  of  their  Fancies, 
that  it  is  out  of  the  Power  of  their  Friends  otherwife  to 
cure  them,  than  by  feeming  to  comply  with  their  Imagi- 
nations :  One  thought  his  Nofe  long  enough  to  open 
Gates ;  another  thought  himfelf  a  Glafs  Bottle,  and  bid 
People  ftand  out  of  his  way,  left  they  Ihould  break  him  ; 
even  the  Reverend  Dr.  Pelting  believed  himfelf  with 
Child,  and  could  not  be  convinced  to  the  contrary,  till  a 
Midwife  pretended  to  deliver  him  of  a  falfe  Conception, 
Some  have  conceited  themfelves  to  be  God  the  Father, 
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theMeflias,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  Angel  Gabriel;  to  be 
Monarchs,  Popes  and  Emperors ;  others  have  fancied 
themfelves  to  be  Dogs,  Cats  and  Wolves :  A  Gentleman 
now  living  *,  has  given  an  Account  in  Print  of  his  Con- 
verfation  with  Spirits  for  feveral  Years  together,  and 
dofes  his  Account  with  a  Diftruft  of  the  Reality  of 
their  Converfation  with  him,  though  he  had  faid  before 
they  appeared  to  him  to  be  real.  Many  Inftances  of  this 
kind  are  to  be  found  in  Burton's  Melancholy,  and  more 
to  be  feen  at  Bedlam. 

When  the  Delufions  are  thus  apparent  they  ferve  others 
for  Mirth  and  Diverfion,  and  do  no  harm  ;  but  if  they 
happen  to  Perfons,  of  whofe  Godli  nefs  and  Wifdom  we 
have  conceived  Opinion,  they  cannot  fail  of  making 
Itrong  Imprefiions  upon  us,  efpecially  if  their  Vifions 
concur  with  Prejudices  and  natural  Fears. 

Though  true  Religion  improves  the  Faculties,  exhila- 
rates the  Spirits,  makes  the  Mind  calm  and  ferene,  ren- 
ders us  ufeful  to  Society,  and  moil  active  in  the  Affairs  of 
the  World,  yet  I  don't  know  how  it  has  happened,  that 
in  all  Ages  and  Countries,  fanatical,  melancholy,  enthu- 
al,  m  onkifh,  reclufe,  fequ  eftered  Perfons  have  paf- 
fed  upon  the  World  for  religiou-%  fuch  who  lived  in  CJoift- 
ers  and  Caves,  or  became  Pilgrims  and  Hermits,  who 
feeming  not  to  mind  the  Affairs  of  this  World,  were  be- 
#  lieved  to  know  the  more  of  the  next. 

As  nothing  but  Difappointcd  Pride,  Indifpolition  of  Bo- 
dy, Difturbance  of  Mind,  or  Dejection  of  Spirit,  can 
work  about  this  ftrange  Metamorphofis  fo  it  is  im- 
poffible  when  Men  have  abandoned  the  natural  Calm  and 
Serenity  of  their  Minds,  and  difturbed  their  Organs 
with  wild  Imaginations,  but  they  mutt  fee  Vifions  both 
fleepingand  waking  ;  and  when  they  have  thus  thorough- 
ly impofed  upon  themfelves,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  de- 
ceive others,  for  there  are  fo  many  in  all  Countries, 
whom  Ignorance,  Pride,  Conceit,  ill  Habit  of  Body,  me- 
lancholy and  fplenetic  Tempers,  unfortunate  Circumftan- 
ces,  caufelefs  and  fecret  Fears,  and  a  panic  Difpofition  of 
Mind  have  prepared  for  fuch  Impreffions  that  they  can 

*  Beaumont  of  Spirits,  p. 396. 
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never  want  Followers  enough  ?  not  to  mention  fuch  who 
embrace  their  Opinions  fraudulently ,  and  to  lerve 
their  own  Ambition  and  Profit. 

Which  of  our  Senfes  does  not  often  deceive  us  ?  Our 
Taftes  and  Smells  will  be  quite  vitiated ;  ftrong  PrelTures 
of  the  Ears  make  us  hear  Noifes ;  of  the  Eyes,  fee 
Fire  ;  Strangling  makes  the  whole  Word  appear  in  Flames ; 
the  Jaundice  makes  every  thing  feem  yellow  ;  Calentures 
make  the  Sea  look  like  a  delightful  green  Meadow  ; 
Things  flrait  in  the  Water  will  appear  crooked  ;  Mir- 
rours  will  make  Bodies  appear  where  they  are  not,  and 
magnify,  multiply,  or  leffen  them  ;  Bodies  by  Refraction 
will  feem  otherwife  than  they  are,  and  by  the  Reflection, 
and  duePofuion  of  GlafTes,  may  be  made  to  appear  in 
different  Places. 

It  is  evident  the  Divine  Wifdom  hath  fo  formed  and 
united  our  Souls  and  Bodies,  that  they  mutually  adl  upon 
one  another,  infomuch  that  there  is  no  Action  of  the 
Mind  that  does  not  caufe  a  correfpondent  one  in  the 
Body  ;  nor  no  Motion  of  the  Body  that  does  not  produce 
a  fuitable  Affeclion  in  the  Mind.  The  different  Paffions 
of  Love,  Hate,  Contempt,  Shame,  Pity,  Hope,  De- 
fpair,  Admiration,  Fear,  Courage,  Anger,  Lull,  £sV.  not 
only  caufe  different  Lineaments  and  Features  in  the  Face, 
but  give  different  Motions  to  the  Nerves,  Mufclcs,  and 
every  Part  of  the  Body  ;  nor  on  the  other  fide,  can  the 
Body  receive  any  Impreffions  in  which  the  Mind  has  not. 
its  Share  :  Both  come  into  the  World  togeiher,  and  are 
afterwards  joint  Partoners  in  all  the  Emergencies  of  Life  : 
Both  increale  in  Youth,  decline  in  Age,  are  nourifhed 
with  Food,  enlirened  with  Wine,  altered  with  W eather, 
refrefhed  with  Sleep,  improved  by  Exercife,  fatigued  with 
labour,  oppreifed  with  Gluttony  and  Dr unkennels,  en- 
ervated with  Sicknefs,  and  often  all  the  noble  Faculties 
and  Operations  of  the  Mind,  are  quite  deflroyed  by  the 
accidental  Difturbance  of  the  Organization  of  the  Body, 
and  fometimes  fet  right  again,  and  recovered  by  Phyfic 
or  Surgery. 

Befides  every  thing  in  Nature  is  in  conftant  Motion, 
ard  perpetually  emitting  Effluviums  and  minute  Particles 
of  itsSubflance,  which  operate  upon,  and  ftrike  other  Bo- 
dies.   How  are  we  affected  with  Smells  and  impercep- 
R  tiblc 
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tible  Vapours,  which  often  caufe  Epidemical  Diftempers  ? 
Dogs  will  purfue  their  Mailers  Scent  through  Crouds  of 
People,  and  will  trace  their  Steps  through  a  Country, 
and  find  their  way  Home  again  at  a  great  Diftance ;  fomc 
People  will  turn  pale,  and  even  fwoon  at  a  Cat's  being 
in  the  Room  ;  we  are  often  infected  with  Diftempers  at 
a  Diftance,  the  poifonous  Particles  floating  in  the  Air  are 
often  carried  about  in  the  Clothes  of  Phylicians,  Nurfes 
and  Vifitants,  And  as  Diftempers  are  thus  caufed  by 
noxious  Effluviums,  I  fee  no  Reafon  why  in  fome  cafes 
they  may  not  be  cured  by  fuch  as  are  agreeable  and  falu- 
tiferous ;  Grcatrix  is  faid  to  have  cured  many  Diftempers 
by  his  Touch ;  The  Kings  Evil  is  often  cured  by  the 
ftroaking  of  a  King  rightly  anointed,  together  with  the 
Help  of  a  vigorous  Imagination,  which  is  as  unaccoun- 
table ;  fome  at  the  point  of  Death  have  been  cured  by 
putting  a  young  vigorous  Perfon  into  the  fame  Bed  ;  and 
it  is  a  common  Obfervation,  if  a  healthy  arid  difeafed 
Perfon  lie  together,  one  grows  better  and  the  other 
worfe. 

Since  therefore  both  Mind  and  Body  are  vifibly  affected 
with  the  Actions  of  other  Beings,  and  of  one  another, 
and  wherever  we  move  we  are  furrounded  with  Bodies, 
all  which  in  fome  degree  operate  upon  us,  it  cannot  hap- 
pen  in  the  Variety  of  Actions  and  Events  in  the  World, 
but  fome  muft  appear  very  extraordinary,  and  will  mot 
fall  within  common  Obfcrvation,  which  has  given  Op- 
portunity to  Men  of  fraudulent  Intention,  to  impofe  up- 
on the  Ignorance  and  Credulity  of  others. 

How  many  Nations  formerly,  and  even  at  this  Day, 
believe  Eclipfes  and  Comets  to  be  fupernatural,  and  to 
denounce  the  Anger  of  the  Gods?  How  many  miftake 
the  Stagnation  of  their  own  Blood  for  being  Hag-ridden  ? 
How  many  Enthufiafts  take  their  own  Prejudices  and 
Whimfies  for  divine  Impulfes,  and  the  Struggles  of  their 
Reafon  for  Temptations  of  the  Devil  ?  How  many  the 
Legerdemain  and  Tricks  of  Jugglers  for  Conjuring  and 
Witchcraft  ?  What  Frauds  may  be  acted  with  GlafTes, 
fpeaking  Trumpets,  Ventriloquies,  Ecchoes,  Phofpho- 
rus,  Magic  JLanthorns,  &c  ?  Mathematicians  for  many 
Ages  were  thought  to  deal  with  the  Devil,  and  in  our 
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own  a  dancing  Mare  was  burnt  in  the  Inquilition  of  Por- 
tugal. Formerly  Madmen  were  thought  to  be  Demoni- 
acs, and  in  fome  Countries  at  this  Day,  their  Perfons  arc 
efteemed  facred,  and  their  Raving  to  be  Prophecy.  The 
Americans  take  Paper  and  Letters  to  be  Spirits  which  car- 
ry Men's  Thoughts  from  one  to  another,  and  indeed  it 
is  hardly  conceivable  by  Nations  who  have  no  Notion  of 
Writing,  how  Men  mould  converfe  at  a  diftance,  and 
know  one  anothers  Thoughts,  but  by  the  Mediation  of 
vifible  or  invifible  Agents.  If  any  one  mould  have  more 
exquifite  Senfes  than  other  Men  (which  is  not  difficult  to 
fuppofe)  how  many  Difcoveries  would  he  make  unaccoun- 
table to  the  reft  of  Mankind  ;  if  he  could  follow  Men  or 
Beafts  by  the  Scent  like  Dogs,  or  fee  in  the  Dark  like 
Cats:  If  he  had  the  fame  natural  Prefage  of  Tern- 
pefts,  Thunder  and  Lightning,  fair  and  foul  Weather, 
as  fome  Animals  both  at  Sea  and  Land  feem  to  have,  how 
many  People  might  he  deceive  by  feeming  Wonders 
and  Miracles  ?  We  naturally  admire  what  we  cannot  ap» 
prehend,  and  feem  to  do  fome  fort  of  credit  to  our  Un- 
derftandings,  in  believing  whatever  is  out  of  our  reach  to 
be  fupernatural. 

Many  in  other  Refpects  prudent  enough,give  too  much 
Countenance  to  thefe  Follies,  in  conceiving  they  attri- 
bute more  Honour  to  the  Divine  Omnipotence,  when 
they  fuppofe  he  acts  pro  re  natn,  and  accommodates  his 
Providence  to  each  fingle  Action  and  Emergency,  than 
in  believing  that  his  eternal  Wifdom  hath  fo  contrived 
and  framed  the  whole  Syftem  of  Nature,  and  in  its  ori- 
ginal Conftitution  implanted  fuch  Caufes,  as  by  their  own 
Energy  (hall  produce  all  the  Events  in  the  World,  (unlefs 
for  fome  particular  Reafons  he  thinks  fit  to  interpofe  his 
immediate  Providence)  than  which  nothing  feems  to  be 
more  derogatory  to  his  Power,  or  more  contrary  to  the 
Nature  of  Things,  which  in  many  Inltances  we  all  al- 
low. 

Who  is  there  that  does  not  perceive  that  in  Dreams, 
our  Thoughts  and  Defires  are  the  natural  and  neceffary 
Productions  of  the  Affections  of  our  Bodies  I  If  we  lie 
hot,  we  are  fubject  to  angry  and  paffionate  Dreams ;  if 
cold,  to  fearful  ones :  A  loaded  Stomach  raifes  up  Ap- 
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paritions  of  Devils,  Terrors  and  Death  :  Opium  gives  to 
many  the  moft  agreeable  Senfations  :  Dreaming  upon  our 
Baci^s  inclines  us  to  lafciv;ous  and  wanton  Thoughts,  and 
a  due  Temperament  of  Body  gives  found  Sleep  without 
any  Dreams  at  all ;  and  yet  how  few  are  there,  that  do 
not  believe  their  waking  Thoughts  are  altogether  in  their 
Power,  without  being  able  to  give  any  Reafon  for  the 
Difference  ? 

Who  is  there  that  does  not  fee  that  the  Raving  of  a  Man 
in  aFever,the  wildDifcourfe  of  one  in  Bedlanr,  the  Extra- 
vagancies of  drunken  Men,  and  the  Vifions  of  diftracted, 
are  the  neceftary  Effects  of  Diftemper,  and  a  difordered 
Brain  ?  And  yet  how  few  believe  the  fame  of  the  other 
Follies  and  Impertinencies  of  their  Lives,  though  but 
leiTer  Decrees  of  the  fame  Paflions  ?  Much  more  if  we 
m  et  with  any  uncommon  Appearances,  or  Phcenomena's 
of  Nature,  we  immediately  foive  all  our  Doubts  in  re- 
curring to  the  divine  Omnipotence. 

Nature,  in  many  Circumftances,  feems  to  work  by  a 
fort  of  fecret  Magic,  and  by  ways  unaccountable  to  us, 
and  yet  produces  as  certain  and  regular  Events,  as  the 
moft  obvioufly  mechanical  Operations.  Paflions  of  the 
Mind,  as  well  as  Actions,  of  the  Body,  are  not  only  com- 
municated by  all  *  he  -enfes,  but  probably  by  other  Ways 
indifcernible  to  us :  Mufic  not  only  works  us  into  Variety 
of  Paflions,  but  is  faid  to  cure  the  Bite  of  a  T arantuta, 
and  makes  the  Perfon  affected  fkip  and  dance  in  fpite  of 
hk  raging  Pain  :  How  many  can  avoid  being  affected 
with  the  Groans  or  Sighs  of  one  in  Mifery,  any  unufual 
Tone  of  the  Voice,  the  Solemnity  of  a  Coronation,  the 
Pomp  of  a  Funeral,  the  Farce  of  a  Proceffion,  the  Power 
of  Eloquence,  the  Charms  of  Poetry,  the  rich  and  fplen- 
did  Equipage  of  great  Men,  or  thefolemn  Dump  of  an 
Enthufiaft  ?  Sudden  good  or  ill  News  give  fuch  violent 
Agitations  to  the  Spirits,  as  fometimes  kills  tlje  Patient  ; 
many  are  frighted  into  convulfive  Fits,  and  even  into  Di- 
ffraction ;  the  Sight  of  our  Friends  in  Joy,  or  in  Grief, 
produce  the  fame  Affections  in  us,  before  we  know  the 
Caufe  of  it  in  them ;  the  Paflion  of  Love  is  conveyed  by 
wanton  Glances,  by  the  Touch,  the  Motion  and  the  Ear; 
and  as  far  as  appears  to  us,  all  other  Paflions  are  commu- 
nicated 


of  Superflition.  3?9 

nicated  by  like  means;  the  Frights  and  Longings  of  Wo- 
men with  Child  (lamp  Images  and  ImprefRons,  of  the 
Things  -eared  or  defired,  on  the  Foetus's,  which  lafl  after 
they  are  born,  and  fometimes  as  long  as  they  live:  There 
was  once  a  remarkable  Accident  happened  at  the  a&ing 
of  Andro?neda>  zx.Abdera\  a  Greek  City,  upon  an  extream 
hot  Day,  that  many  of  the  Spectators  fell  into  Fevers, 
and  had  this  Accident  from  the  Heat  and  Tragedy  to- 
gether, that  they  did  nothing  but  pronounce  Iambics, 
with  the  Names  of  Perfcus  and  Andromeda  :  The  yawning 
of  one  Perfon  infects  a  whole  Company  ;  the  Tone,  the 
Motions,  the  Geilures,  and  Grimaces  of  thofe  we  con- 
vene with  Ileal  infenfibly  upon  us,  even  when  we  endea- 
vour to  avoid  them :  Not  only  Nations  and  Seels,  bat 
Profeflions  and  particular  Societies  of  Men  for  the  moil 
part  contract  peculiar  Airs,  and  Features,  which  are  ea- 
fily  diftinguifhabie  to  *  nice  Obferver.  and  one  but  of 
moderate  Skiil  in  Phyfiognemy  will  difcover  a  Parfon,  a 
Quaker,  or  a  Taylor,  drefs  them  how  you  pleafe. 

There  is  a  certain  Sympathy  and  Antipathy  in  Na- 
ture, or  to  exprefs  myfeif  otherwife,  fo  agreeable  or  con- 
trary Contexrure  of  different  Bodies,  as  by  a  fort  of  na- 
tural Mechanifm  do  decline  to,  cr  avoid  another  ;  this  ap- 
pears not  only  in  phylical  and  philosophical  Experiments, 
but  by  many  vulgar  and  common  Obfervations  ;  fome 
Bodies  cannot  be  made  to  unite,  others  will  not  feparate  ; 
the  Loadftone  draws  Iron  to  it,  Gold  Quici  filver ;  the 
fenfitive  Plant  {brinks  from  your  Touch  :  Some  Sorts  of 
Vegetables,  though  fet  at  a  dillance,  attract  one  ano- 
ther, and  twine  together  ;  others  grow  farther  apart  ; 
Turkeycocks  fly  at  Red  ;  Pheafants  will  Hare  upon  the 
Eyes  of  a  Fox  till  they  f  11  upon  him;  aRattlefnake 
fixing  his  Eyes  upon  a  Squirrel,  will  make  him  run  into 
his  Mouth. 

All  Sorts  of  Animal  have  their  Inclinations  and  Dif- 
gufts  to  others,  and  we  ourftlves  have  fecret  Affeclions 
and  Ave  fions  to  Perfons  and  Things,  that  we  can  no  q- 
therwife  give  an  account  of,  th.n  that  Effluxes  of  vo- 
latile Animal  Spirits  flow  conftanty  from  us,  of  fuch 
Form  and  Configuration  aseafily  permeate  and  peretrate 
iome  Bodies,  and  are  refilled  by  others  of  different  Tex- 
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tares  and  Compofition,  and  when  entred,  communicate 
the  fame  Paffions  and  Difpofitions  to  Bodies  fuitably  dif- 
pofed,  as  they  caufed  i  i  the  Body  from  whence  they  came, 
and  in  Bodies  otherwife  formed  different  Operations,  as 
the  fame  Wind  or  Breath  blown  into  different  Inftru- 
ments  caufes  various  Mufic. 

This  may  help  to  unriddle  many  Phenomena's  and 
Appearances  of  Nature,  vulgarly  afcribed  to  Fafcination 
and  Witchcraft  ;  for  why  may  not  the  difagreeable 
Effluviums  of  a  difeafed  old  Woman  give  a  Child  Con- 
vulsive Fits,  as  well  as  the  Meazels  and  the  Small  Pox, 
and  the  poifonous  and  melancholy  Vapours  ftreaming 
from  an  Enthufiaft,  caufe  Diffraction  and  Raving  as  well 
as  the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog  ? 

We  perceive  in  a  thcuiand  Inftances,  the  Actions  of 
others  by  an  undefigned  Imitation  produce  the  like  in 
ourfelves ;  no  Man  is  farprized  to  hear  of  one  thrown  in- 
to convulfive  Fits,  with  dillorted  Limbs  and  Countenance, 
at  the  fight  of  another  in  the  fame  Condition  ;  and  yet 
if  a  poor  Enthufiaft  with  his  Brains  intoxicated  with  read- 
ing the  Revelations,  who  has  made  a  lucky  Difcovery 
that  the  laft  Day  is  at  hand,  when  the  reft  of  Mankind 
are  to  be  deftroyed,  that  he  and  his  Acquaintance  may 
enjoy  Dominions,  Principalities,  ard  Powers ;  I  fay  if 
fuch  uncommon  Agitations  of  the  Mind  mould  produce 
as  uncommon  Agitations  of  the  Body,  and  caufe  the 
fame  in  others,  whofe  Intellects  and  Organs  are  wound 
up  to  the  fame  Pitch  (as  when  two  Violins  are  tuned  a- 
like,  if  you  ftrike  upon  one,  the  other  founds)  immediate- 
ly half  the  World  is  in  an  uproar  :  Some  will  havethefe 
fanatical  Throws  and  Convulfions  to  betheWorkings  and 
Flowings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  the  Parfons  will  have  them 
to  be  fome  of  the  Devil's  Tricks  todumfound  the  Church; 
and  even  Men  of  good  Senfe  are  not  without  Apprehen- 
lions,  that  they  may  be  Juggling  and  confederate  Knavery 
in  order  to  fome  dangerous  DeSgn,  whereas  they  are  as 
natural  as  Agues,  Apoplexies,  Epilepfies,  or  Fits  of  the 
Mother,  which  were  formerly  thought  to  be  fupernatural, 
and  the  Perions  afFe&ed  to  be  pofleffed  with  Spirits  and 
Demons.  Sir  Richard  Buckley  has  endeavoured  to  prove 
thefeAgitations  always  attended  the  true  Prophets,  and  tb* 
Letter  of  Enthufiafm\i2&  fully  Ihewn  they  always  accom- 
panied the  falfe  ones.  To 
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To  flop  the  natural  Ccurfe  of  our  Spirits,  collect  them 
all  together,  and  endeavour  to  keep  them  fixt  upon  one 
fingle  Object  or  Opinion,  is  like  damming  up  the  Current 
of  a  River,  and  leaving  part  of  its  Channel  dry,  that  it 
may  overflow  the  adjacent  Country.  The  Beams  of  the 
Sun  whilft  difperfed  give  vital  Warmth,  and  Nouriflimenc 
to  Men,  Beaiis,  and  Vegetables,  but  if  contracted  to  one 
Point  would  fet  the  World  on  Fire ;  fo  the  Spirits  of 
Man,  whilft  difFufed  through  the  Body,  give  proper  and 
fuitable  Motions  and  Vigour  to  the  whole  Machine,  but 
if  collected  all  together  muft  cither  burft  the  Veins,  or 
caufe  exceffive  Pains,  Convulfions,  Agitations,  Fits  at 
Quaking  and  Trembling.  A  violent  Intention  of  Mind, 
long  fixt  upon  the  fame  Object,  never  fails  giving  con- 
vulfive  Dhtenapers,  or  making  the  Perfon  diftracled. 

Some  of  the  Quakers  (if  we  may  believe  the  Reverend 
Mr.  George  Keith  in  his  Magic  of  Quakerifm)  have  ar- 
rived to  a  great  Proficiency  in  this  natural  Magnetifm,  or 
Magic,  having  by  a  watchful  and  accurate  Obfervation  of 
thefe  mutual  Eftiuxes  and  Emanations,  which  flow  from 
one  to  another,  attained  to  a  Difcernment  of  Spirits, 
that  is  by  the  Eye,  the  Touch,  and  even  by  being  in  the 
fame  Room,  to  the  Knowledge  of  their  Friends  from 
their  Enemies,  or  thofe  of  the  fame  Party,  Jnterefr,  and 
Faction,  from  thofe  of  another  :  He  fpeaks  of  it  as  an 
undoubted  Matter  of  Fact  known  amongft  them,  that  as 
betwixt  the  former  there  is  an  Oppolition  of  Spirit  to 
Spirit,  that  may  be  felt,  fo  between  the  latter  there  is  an 
Unity,  Amity  or  Friendship  of  Spirit  to  Spirit,  that  is 
fo  difcernable,  that  they  rarely  miftake  their  Foe  for 
their  Friend,  though  all  his  Words,  Carriage  and  Actions 
pretend  it:  They  feel  fome  fecret  Effluviums  go  forth 
from  their  Hearts  mutually  from  one  another,  and  to  one 
another,  which  are  received  by  thofe  of  the  fame  Spirit, 
like  a  pleafant  OH  or  Cordial  that  doth  fenfibly  gratify 
them,  but  by  thofe  of  another  Spirit  (if  they  can  find 
room  to  enter)  like  fo  many  Pins  and  Needles  that  wound 
them,  and  penetrate  the  very  Heart  and  vital  Parts  ;  and 
when  the  Patient  hath  Strength  enough  to  reiaft  their  fm- 
prtmons,  he  perceives  only  fome  fmail  Impulfe  or  Touch 
which  is  ungrateful  to  him. 
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He  farther  tells  us,,  this  Spirit  of  Quakerifm  is  net 
only  communicated  by  the  Sight,  the  1  ouch,  by  melo- 
dious and  mufical  Sounds,  as  well  without  Words  as  with 
them,  but  fometimes  only  by  the  fimple  Feeling  of  a 
mighty  Power  that  exerts  itfelf  in  their  filent  Meetings, 
which  not  only  overcomes  little  Children,  but  Perfons 
at  Age  ;  and  he  gives  an  Inftance  of  many  Boys  and 
Girls  at  a  Quakers  Meeting  at  Waltham,  feized  with 
fhivering  Fits  like  an  Ague,  which  went  off  and  returned 
for  feveral  Weeks  together. 

This  Author  who  was  formerly  one  of  them,  and  is 
now  aMinifterof  the  Church  of  England,  would  never 
in  a  Book  written  againft  the  Delufions  of  Quakerifm, 
confefs  thefe  Facts,  and  endeavour  to  folve  them  by 
natural  Caufes,  if  he  had  not  thought  them  to  be  unde- 
niable ;  and  though  it  is  not  eafy  for  others  to  give  intire 
Credit  to  fuch  uncommon  Relations,  yet  we  may  be 
fure  the  firft  Propagators  of  this  Fanaticffm  muft  have  hit 
upon  fome  Secretin  Nature  to  ftrike  the  Paffions,  or  fo 
confiderable  a  Sedl  could  not  on  a  fudden  ftart  up  from 
io  inconfiderable  a  Founder  as  a  -poor  Shoemaker,  without 
Articles  or  Priefts,  though  excluded  from  Honours  and 
Offices,  reproached,  contemned,  their  Eftates  confifcated, 
their  Perfons  banifhed  or  thro  wn  into  noifome  Goals  and. 
Dungeons,  and  what  is  more,  they  continue  to  increafe, 
though  they  are  let  alone. 

It  is  a  fevere  Circumftance  which  attends  thofe  who  op- 
pofe  received  Opinions,  that  in  Argument  they  muft  ad- 
mit every  thing  fuppo'ed  by  their  Adverfaries  to  be  true, 
if  it  be  poflible,  and  often  what  is  not  fo,  if  the  Impof- 
fibility  be  not  very  apparent  ;  when  once  Men  have  im- 
bibed ftrong  Prejudices,  which  ferve  their  prefent  In- 
tereft,  or  ftrike  forcibly  upon  their  Hopes  and  Fears, 
every  thing  in  Nature  mall  be  made  to  contribute  to  their 
Syftem ;  Misfortunes  to  their  Enemies  are  God's  Judg- 
ments for  their  Sins,  and  fo  are  their  Succeftes  too,  be- 
caufe  they  become  thereby  confirmed  in  their  Errors  ; 
good  Fortune  to  themfelves,  is  God's  Reward  for  their 
Fiety,  ill  Succefs  is  his  Correction  for  their  Amendment; 
every  Thought  which  confirms  their  Opinion  is  a  divine 
Impuife,  which  contradicts  them,  a  Suggeftion  of  the 
Devil ;  every  Accident  that  attends  them  every  good  Or 
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ill  Seafon,  every  common  as  well  as  uncommon  Appear- 
ance in  Nature,  is  made  an  immediate  Act  of  God,  and 
either  a  Blefling  or  Judgment  \  any  unufual  Operation  of 
their  own  Minds  or  Bodies  is  imputeo  to  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
of  others  that  are  of  different  Sects  to  the  Devil,  fo  that 
it  is  impoffible  to  convert  a  well  fettled  Enthufiaft  ;  you 
will  in  vain  deny  any  thing  to  be  fuperiatural  which  he 
thinks  fo,  unlefs  you  can  (hew  a  vi  b!e  Connexion  be- 
tween the  Caufe  and  the  EfFecl,  and  often  that  will  not 
do  neither,  becaufe  the  we^k  Efforts  of  carnal  Reafon, 
are  unable  to  fearch  into  the  hidden  Myfteries  of  God. 

Who  would  undertake  to  convince  one  of  the  Sect  juft 
before  mentioned,  that  his  Tranfports,  and  his  panic 
Fears,  his  I  remblmgs  and  his  Quaktngs  are  owing  to  na- 
tural Caufes,  and  not  the  immediate  Spirit  of  God?  It 
Will  be  in  vain  to  tell  him,  that  the  fame  were  common 
to  an  infamous  Se£l  in  old  Rome,  to  the  Pythian  Prophetefs, 
the  Sybils,'  the  Allumbrati  in  Spain^  the  Fanatics  in  Ger- 
many, are  now  acted  over  again  by  a  new  wlumfical  Sect 
in  England,  and  indeed  have  accompanied  almoft  every 
Fanaticifm  that  ever  appeared  in  the  World  ;  he  has  an 
Anfwer  ready,  which  i^  Proof  againft  all  Objections,  that 
himfelf  and  thofe  of  his  Party  are  infpired  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft:  ;  but  all  others  are  actuated  by  the  Devil,  in  order 
to  promote  Herefy  :  Jt  requires  iefs  pains  to  believe  a 
Miracle,  than  to  difcover  it  to  be  an  impofture,  or  ac- 
count for  it  by  the  Powers  of  Nature,  which  notwith- 
ilanding  I  think  may  be  fhewn  to  have  produced  and  fet 
at  Work  moft  of  the  Enthuiiafins  that  ever  happened, 
and  particularly  our  illuminated  Sects  here  at  home,  with 
all  their  Convullions,  ;  remblings  and  Quakings. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  many  cf  ourPaffions 
will  not  only  caufe  Agicat  ons  of  the  Body,  convulfive 
Fits  and  Trances,  but  even  kill  us ;  great  ExcefTes  of 
Love,  Fear  or  Joy,  will  make  us  fhave  and  quiver  :  great 
Veneration  for  the  Perfon  or  Affembly  we  fpeak  before, 
will  make  many  tremble  and  quake  like  an  Afpin  Leaf ; 
fome  have  been  ltruck  filent,  and  others  have  fallen  to  the 
Ground ;  how  then  mull  an  Er.thufiaft  be  furprifed,  who 
believes  himfelf  honoured  with  the  xtraordinary  Vifit 
of  a  Deity,  and  the  Iilapfes  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  into  hi 
R  S  Soul 
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Soul  ?  What  Motions,  Agitations,  Convulfions,  Trem- 
blings and  Quakings  muft  be  caufed  by  the  Co-operation 
of  the  Paflions  of  Love,  devout  Fear  and  Awe,  Joy  and 
Veneration  in  fo  high  and  tranfcendent  a  Degree?  What 
agreeable  Senfations  mult  he  feel  ?  How  ravifhing  Joys 
and  transporting  Raptures  ?  Sure  whoever  goes  about  to 
undeceive  him,  would  deferve  the  fame  Thanks  as  thofe 
who  cured  the  Madman  in  Horace,  that  before  thought 
himfelf  a  Prince,  and  when  he  found  his  Miftake,  cried 
out  in  a  Rage  : 

Pol  me  occidijlis,  Amici, 
Non  fewatis  ait,  cui  fic  extorta  <vcluptas9 
Et  demptus  per  <uim  mentis  gratijfimus  Error* 

As  thefe  and  many  other  furprifing  Appearances  ars 
only  the  Co-operations  and  united  Force  of  different,  and 
fometimes  contrary  PafTions,  fo  our  Paflions  are  the  me- 
chanical and  neceffary  Effects  of  the  Complexion,  Con- 
futation, and  Diftempers  of  cur  Bodies,  which  take  then? 
Rife  and  receive  conltant  Alteration  from  the  Accidents  of 
Diet,  Climate,  Air,  Education,  Phyiic,  Exercife,  and 
the  perpetual  Actions  of  external  Objects  encompafhng  us 
on  every  fide. 

Phyficians  have  difcovered  certain  Mixtures  of  the 
Elements,  and  firfl  Principles  of  the  Bodies  of  Animals, 
which  they  have  diftinguimed  by  the  Names  of  Sanguine, 
Phlegm,  yellow  Choler,  and  black,  which  is  alio  called 
Mtlanchoiy,  and  common  Experience  proves  that  from 
the  different  Mixtures,  a  Variation  of  thefe  Humours, 
or  fome  other  Compounds,  are  owing  all  the  Dif- 
pofitions  and  Diftempers  of  the  Mind  and  Body. 

Sanguine  is  a  Compofition  of  hot  and  moilt,  and  floii- 
rifhes  moft  in  Y outh,  gives  a  vigorous  Motion  to  the 
Limbs,  a  purple,  rofy  and  florid  Complexion  to  the  Face, 
white  and  foft  Skin,  mining  and  reddifh  Hair,  on  the 
Head,  and  little  on  the  Body  :  It  ferments  like  new  Wine 
juft  put  into  the  Calk,  makes  us  thoughtlefs,  brifk  and 
airy ;  bold,  infolent  and  wanton ;  extravagant,  luxu- 
rious, and  immoderately  given  to  Mirth  and  Pleafure  ; 
which  Horace  well  defcribes  in  the  following  Verfes : 
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Imherhis  Jwvenis  tandem ,  Cufiude  remote, 
Gaudet  equis,  canibufquey  £ff  aprici  gr  amine  campi. 
Cereus  in  ^uitiumjiecii^  momtoi  ibus  afpery 
Utilium  tardus  pro<vifor9  prodigus  a?ris, 
Sublimit  cupidu/que,  &  amata  relinqucre  pernix. 

It  caufes  in  Sleep  foft  and  gentle  Vapours  to  rife  to  the 
Brain,  which  in fpi re  agreeable  and  pleafant  Dreams,  and 
chiefly  of  fuch  Subjects  as  the  Mbd  is  converfaat  with  in 
the  Day,  as  is  well  exprefied  by  Ql.udian  i 

Omnia  qua?  fenfu  <vol~juntur  <vota  diurm 

PeSlore  fofpito  reddit  arnica  quies, 

V enator  defijfa  toro  jam  membra  reponit9 

Mens  tamen  ad  fylvas  fff  fua  lujira  rcdit  | 

jfudicibus  lites9  aurig<e  fom7iia  currus 

V anaque  notturnis  met  a  cavetur  equis  -f 

Furto  gaudet  avians,  permutat  nauita  merce$9 

Et  'vigil  elapfus  quatrit  avarus  opesy 

Blanduque  largitur  frulira  Jititntibus-  agris 

Irriguus  gelido  poeula  fonte  fopor  : 

Me  quoque  mufarum  ftudium  fuh  no%e  filenti, 

Artibus  ajfuetis  follicitare  folet.  Lib.  3.  Praef, 

Phlegm  is  a  Mixture  of  Cold  and  Moift,  and  abounds 
hi  Winter,  when  the  Juices  for  want  of  due  Warmth  and 
Motion,  are  crude  and  indigeiled,  like  Wine  in  the  Prelb 
before  it  has  fermented,  i  he  Complexion  is  wnite,  the 
Skin  foft,  the  Urine  pale,  the  Body  inclinable  lo  be  grofs, 
the  Mufclec  and  Veins  funk  and  hid,  the  Hair  lank  and 
thin,  and  for  want  of  Nourilnment  quicidy  grows  grey  5 
the  Native  Heat  being  overcome  with  Moiiture,  the  Sen- 
fes  become  lefs  quick,  the  Powers  of  the  Mind,  dully 
fluggifh  and  llupid,  the  Speech  flow,,  and  the  Memory 
lofes  its  retentive  Faculty  ;  but  People  of  this  Complexi- 
on are  fteady,  good-natured,  hard  to  be  provoked,  and 
free  from  all  Guile,  Fraud  and  Treachery. 

In  Sleep  moilt  Vapours  afcending  to  the  Brain,  jr 
them  dream  of  Hail,  Snow,  lee  and  Rain,  of  B 
and  Baths,  and  fometimes  they  miftake  their  Bed  fc  n 
Urinal.   This  Conftitution  caufes  Heavinefs,  &ui& 
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in  the  Head,  Running  and  Dimnefs  in  the  Eye?,  Noifes 
and  Ringing  in  the  Ears,  Diftillations,  Coughs,  Catarrhs, 
intenfe  Pains,  if  the  Humour  fettle  in  particular  Parts  ; 
as  alfo  Scabs,  Tetters,  Scurvies,  Leprofies,  and  fome 
Sorts  of  Fevers. 

Choler  is  a  Compofition  of  hot  and  dry,  ©f  a  fiery 
Colour  and  EfFed,  and  abounds  molt  in  the  Summer 
Months  :  It  makes  the  Complexion  pale,  the  Body  lean, 
(lender  and  mufculous,  the  Skin  hot  and  hairy,  the  Hair 
curled,  the  Water  high-coloured,  the  Pulie  fwift  and 
flrong,  and  the  Veins  prominent.  People  of  this  Com- 
plexion are  chearful,  forward  and  active,  have  a  great 
Command  of  Thoughts  and  Words,  and  rolling  and 
ready  Eloquence  ;  but  are  bufy,  imperious,  parlionate, 
variable,  uncertain,  crafty,  defigning and  treacherous. 

— ___ «  cui  Trijiia  bella 

Jura  que,  infidiaque,  &  noxia  crimina  cordi. 

In  Sleep,  burning  Vapours  flying  up  to  the  Brain, 
caufe  tumultuous  and  angry  Dreams ,  Fury  and 
Slaughter  raging  on  every  Side,  and  Towns,  Cities  and 
Woods  in  Flames. 

Exagitant  njefana  quies,  fomniquefurentes 
Atque  aliena  f  remit  *vani  terroris  imago, 

Luc  aw.  L.  5, 

This  Complexion  inclines  to  the  Jaundice,  to  Twi- 
fling  of  the  Guts,  with  intolerable  Pains  and  Tortures  ; 
to  Tertian  and  burning  Fevers,  which  caufe  Raving  and 

Frenzies. 

The  Atra-hilisy  or  Melancholy,  is  a  Compound  of 
Cold  and  Dry,  and  abounds  moll  in  Spring  and  Autumn  : 
It  is  a  vifcous  and  four  Juice,  and  confiiis  of  the  thick- 
er Parts  and  Dregs  of  the  Blood,  which  it  is  the  Duty  of 
the  Liver  to  feparate,  and  as  it  were  to  fcum  and  cla- 
rify ;  and  if  this  Office  be  duly  performed  the  Spirits  are 
pure  and  clear,  and  give  an  active  Motion  to  the  Brain, 
which  caufes  profufe  joy  and  Mirth  ,•  otherwife  the  Spleen 
and  Ventricle  become  obliructed,  and  then  four  and  poi- 
onous  Vapours  afcending  to  the  Brain,  as  it  were  from 

corrupt 
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corrupt  and  {linking  Pools,  the  animal  Spirits  arc  viti- 
ated, from  whence  arife  Swimmings  in  the  Head,  Trem- 
blings and  Palpitations  of  the  Heart,  deep  Sighs,  In- 
quietude and  Alienation  of  the  Mind,  Grief,  Anxiety, 
Dejection,  abfurd  Thoughts,  anxious  and  panic  Fears, 
andaDefire  of  Solitude. 

Mifer  in  Jthh  moerens  errabat  opach 

Per  campos  folus  latos  atque  a<via  regna9 

Ipfe  fuum  cor  edens9  bominum  <vej}igia  i/itanj. 

Every  Noife  frightens  them,  they  diftruft  every  body, 
fear  Friends  and  Enemies  aiike,  are  haunted  with  vain 
and  caufelefs  1  errors  of  Conscience,  and  both  fleeping 
and  waking  fee  dreadful  Images  and  Apparitions  of  De- 
vils and  Chains  before  their  Eyes. 

Perpetua  anxietas,  nec  menf<e  tempore  cejjat* 
Noiie  bre<vam  fi  forte  induljit  cura  foporem9 
Et  toto  <vcrfata  toro  jam  membra  quie/cunt, 
Cftntinuo  templum  cif  <violati  numinis  aras 
Con/pi cit  in  /emtio,  ac  mentem  fudori bus  urge t  ; 
Hi  funt  qui  trepidant  tff  ad  omnia  fulgura  pallent, 
Cum  tonat9  examines  primo  quoque  tempore  c&li* 

Juven.  Sat.  13. 

In  Dreams  they  try  to  run  away  from  thefe  frightful 
Images,  but  in  the  Attempt  their  Strength  fails  them, 
their  Knees  fink  under  them,  and  their  Limbs  will  noc 
fupport  the  Weight  of  their  Bodies  ,  which  Virgil  well 
defcribes  in  the  following  Verfcs : 

Ac  <velut  in  fomnis  oculos  ubi  languida  prejjit 
Nocle  quia,  nequicquam  avidos  ^xtenaerc  curfus 
Velle  njidemur,  tff  in  mediis  conatibus  agri 
Succidimui,  non  lingua  valet  y  non  corport  notte 
Sufficient  wires ,  nec  <vex  nec  verba  fequuntur. 

Virg.  Lib.  12, 

Though  this  Sort  of  Choler  is  in  its  own  Nature  cold, 
yet  being  very  dry  takes  Fire  like  Tinder,  Ariptle 

ob- 
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obferves*,  when  Melancholy  is  once  heated,  it  is  like 
boiling  Water,  and  tranfcends  the  Flame  of  Fire,  and 
then  fulphureous  Exhalations  flying  up  to  the  Brain  fill 
the  Mind  with  lively  Imaginations,  quicken  and  enlarge 
the  Wi^  and  Invention,  and  make  the  Tongue  to  Admira- 
tion fluent  and  eloquent  ;  and  when  heated  to  a  great 
Degree,  caufe  Raving,  Frenzy*  and  Madnefs. 

This  will  account  for  the  fuddcn  Changes  in  Perfons 
of  this  Complexion  :  When  the  Humour  is  in  its  natural 
State  they  are  heavy,  grave,  anxious,  fearful,  deje&ed 
and  oppreffed  with  Grief,  and  Defpair  ;  talk  of  nothing 
but  Humility,  Mortification,  Difconfolation  and  De- 
fertion ;  but  if  heated  with  Exercife,  Wine,  the  Conver- 
fation  of  agreeable  Men  and  Women,  or  any  other  ac- 
cidental Caufe  on  a  fudden,  they  will  be  furprizingly  joy- 
ful, Gay  and  Wanton,  full  of  Laughter  and  pleafant 
Conceits,  bright,  and  fometimes  extravagant  Thoughts 
and  ExprefTions.  Melancholy  partakes  much  of  the  Na- 
ture of  Wine,  which  makes  fome  Men  pleafant,  others* 
quarrelfome,  fome  filent,  others  noify,  fome  lafciviousr 
others  impotent,  fome  crying,  others  laughing, 

Quid  non  ebrietas  defignat  ?  aperta  redudit, 
Spes  jubet  effe  rat  as  in  pralia  trudit  inermem^ 
Sollicitis  animit  onus  eximit,  &  docet  artes 
fecundi  called  quern  non  fecere  diftrtum  ? 
Contrafta  quern  non  in  paupertate  folutum  ? 

Hor.  Lib.  1.  Ep.  5. 

There  are  particular  Features,  Vifages,  Habits  and  Di~ 
ftempers  incident  to  both  thefe  Conditions  of  Melancho!ys 
which  for  Brevity  fake  1  omit ;  nor  do  I  pretend  to 
have  given  an  exadt  phvfical  Account  of  the  other  Pheno- 
mena's above  mentioned,  much  lefs  to  diftover  the  in- 
ward Frame  and  Conflitution  of  Subftances  ;  which  can 
be  known  to  no  Man  till  God  Almighty  in  another  State 
has  given  us  new  Senles  and  Faculties ;  (all  the  Knowledge 
we  have  in  this,  being  fome  few  obvious  EfFe&s  and 

*  Problems,  Se&,  30, 

Ojeratio&a 
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Operations  Bodies  have  upon  one  another ;)  nor  is  fuch 
Exactnefs  neceffary,  my  Purpofe  being  only  to  fhew  in 
general,  that  the  Paffions  and  other  Qualities  of  the  Mind, 
are  the  neceffary  Productions  of  theie,  or  fome  other  un- 
known Mixtures  and  Lonipofitions  of  the  Body  ;  which 
as  they  are  infinitely  variable  in  Degree  and  Proportion, 
and  receive  perpetual  Alteration  by  the  Bodies  emitting 
and  receiving  new  Particles,  as  well  as  different  Modifi- 
cations of  thofe  it  had  before  by  the  Actions  of  external 
Objects ;  fo  our  Features,  Complexions,  Conftitutions,. 
Diftempers,  Senfes,  Paffions,  and  other  Affections  of  the 
Mind,  mult  be  vaftly  different,  and  probably  two  Men 
never  had  exactly  the  fame,  or  the  fame  Man  at  different 
Times. 

A  certain  Organization  of  the  Body,  and  Mixture'  of 
Juices  in  the  Blood,  concurring  with  fuitable  and  corre- 
spondent Actions  of  other  Beings  without  us,  prod  uce 
Prudence,  Temperance,  Moderation,  Humanity,  Indo- 
lence and  Complacency  of  Mind  ;  different  Conftitutions 
produce  violent  and  unruly  Appetites :  Our  Virtues  as 
well  as  Health  confuting  in  having  moderate  Defires  and 
Averfion.^,  or  which  is  all  ontr  Hopes  and  Fears  to  which- 
all  our  Paifions  are  reducible  ;  in  a  certain  Degree  they 
are  neceffary  to  the  Prelervation  of  our  Beings,  and  alt 
the  Duties  of  Life,  in  a  greacer  they  become  Vices,  and 
at  laft  Raving  and  Madnefs ;  Courage  foon  grows  into* 
Anger,  and  then  Kage ;  Frugality  makes  an  ealy  Pro- 
greiiion  to  Covetouincis,   then  Miferablenefs,  and  that 
Want  it  would  avoid ;  there  is  a  ready  Traulition  from 
Benevolence   into  Generofity,  Profufenek  ir.d  Extrava- 
gance; from  Religion  not  conducted  by  Keaion,  into  Su* 
perftitiou  and  Fauaticifm ;  and  of  Hope  into  Confidence,- 
Pride,  Conceit  and  Vain-Glory.    All  thefe  m  their  Ex- 
deffes  are  feveral  Kinds  of  Madnefs,  which  is  but  vio- 
lent Paiiion  that  produces  ftrange  and  unuiual  Behaviour, 
of  the  numerous  Sorts  whereof  one  might  unroll  a  Le- 
gion, and  perhaps  no  one  is  without  a  Tincture  of  one 
Kind  or  other,  which  1  am  perfuadedthe  molt  fober  Man 
will  acknowledge  true  of  himfelf,  if  he  reflects  upon  the 
Vanity  and  Extravagance  of  his  iecret  Thoughts,  who* 
be  fits  or  walks  rnufing  alone* 
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The  Mind  in  its  natural  State  is  contented  with  com* 
mon  Thoughts  and  Conceptions,  but  when  the  Spirits  are 
raifed  above  their  proper  Fitch,  like  fermented  Liquor, 
they  endanger  the  Veflel,  and  when  elevated  to  a  very 
high  Degree,  are  fired  like  Gunpowder,  which  blows 
up  itfelf  and  every  thing  elfe  about  it :  Some  Indifpofi- 
tions  make  the  Body  many  times  ftronger  than  in  full 
Health,  others  produce  a  ftrange  and  uncommon  Energy 
in  the  Brain,  which  caufes  furprizing  Difcourfes,  and 
Rapfodies  of  lofty  Words  and  Thoughts,  and  a  Strength 
of  Imagination  whi  .  h  is  inconceivable,  that  can  bring 
and  cure  Diftempers,  carry  People  in  Sleep  out  of  their 
Beds,  and  conduct  them  fafe  over  Bridges  and  Precipices, 
where  they  durft  not  venture  when  awake  ;  but  it  is  in 
nothing  more  furprifing  than  in  the  Power  it  has  over  the 
Mind,  to  make  it  miitake  itfelf,  and  its  own  Infirmities, 
for  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  this  is  what  is  called  Enthuiiafm, 
by  which  Word  is  meant  a  ftrong  and  impetuous  Motion, 
or  extraordinary  and  tranfeendant  Ardor,  Fervency  or 
Pregnancy  of  the  Soul,  Spirits  or  Brain,  which  is  vul- 
garly thought  to  be  fupernatural. 

Mankind  in  their  Ignorance  of  Caufes,  have  been  al- 
ways prone  to  believe  fome  fpecial  Prefence  of  God,  or 
a  fupernatural  Power,  to  be  in  whatever  is  unufually  great 
or  vehement.  This  made  the  Ancients  afcribe Thunder 
and  Lightning  to  Jupiter,  Wifdom  to  Pallas,  Craft  to 
Mercury,  the  lively  Thoughts  produced  by  Wine  to  Bac- 
chus, Storms  and  Femperbs  to  JEolus,  the  Rapfodies  of 
Poetry  to  the  Mufes,  Courage  to  Mars,  Rage  and  Mad- 
nefs  to  the  Euvtenides  or  Furies,  the  PaiTions  of  Love  to 
Cupid,  the  Productions  of  the  Earth  to  Ceres,  and  Things 
feemingly  accidental  to  Fortune',  o  thefe Idols  of  their 
own  Fancies,  they  buil  magnificent  Temples,  endowed 
them  with  Priefts,  Lands,  Officers  a;.d  Revenues  ;  and 
worlhipped  them  with  Oblations,  Prayers  and  Thanks  ; 
this  Difpolition  gave  Rife  to  the  worshipping  of  Heroes, 
Legiflators  and  Founders  of  new  Seels  and  Opinions  ;  for 
the  People  perceiving  uncommon  Wifdom,  Eloquence, 
Refolution  and  Succefs  to  attend  all  their  Words  and 
Actions,  believed  them  tobeinfpired  and  affiled  by  fome 
fupexior  Power,  and  fo  intirely  abandoned  thcmfelves  to 

their 
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their  Conduct:  whilft  living,  and  adored  them  when 
dead.  *3  * 

It  is  this  makes  a  melancholy  Man  ^miftake  the  im- 
petuous Tranfport,  whereby  he  is  fervently  and  zealouf- 
ly  carried  in  Matters  of  Religion,  for  divine  Infpiration, 
and  the  Power  of  God  in  him  ;  for  feeling  a  Storm  of 
Devotion  coming  upon  him,  his  Heart  full  of  godly  Af- 
fection, his  Head  in  his  own  Opinion  pregnant  with  clear 
and  fenftble  Reprefentations,  his  Mouth  flowing  with 
powerful  Eloquence,  and  not  being  able  to  obferve  from 
what  Conduct  of  Reafon,  or  other  Caufes  in  Nature  this 
fudden  Change  proceeds,  immediately  concludes  it  to  be 
the  Power  of  God,  working  fupernaturally  in  him  ;  he 
thinks  every  fudden  Help  or  Evafion,  every  lucky  Hint 
to  avoid  Dangers  or  compafs  Deliverances,  to  proceed 
immediately  from  God ;  every  imagined  Difcovery  of  an 
Error  held  by  others,  to  be  a  fupernatural  Revelation ; 
every  fine  and  curious  Thought  that  Heals  into  his  Mind, 
a~PIedge  of  the  divine  Favour,  and  a  fingular  Illumina- 
tion ;  every  (taring  and  rampant  Fancy,  every  unbridled, 
bold  and  confident  Obftruclion  of  his  own  uncouth  and 
fupine  Invention  to  be  a  fpecial  Truth,  and  the  Power 
and  Prefenceof  God  in  his  Soul:  He  efteems  his  Pride 
and  Tumour  of  Mind,  his  ftifT,  inflexible  and  unyielding 
Temper,  his  fteady  and  ob  iinate  Refolution  to  admit  no 
Demonftrations  againft  his  Opinions,  and  to  fuffer  Tor- 
ture or  Martyrdom,  to  be  the  fpecial  Support  and  divine 
Afliftance  of  God,  and  his  ardent  Zeal,  and  implacable 
Defire  of  Revenge  towards  all  who  oppofe  him,  to  be  the 
more  than  ordinary  Influence  and  Impulfe  of  the  Holy 
Ghorl,  for  the  Extirpation  of  Herefy  ;  whereas  the  En- 
tbufiaft  is  only  intoxicated  with  Vapours  afcending  from 
the  lower  Regions  of  his  Body,  as  the  Pythian  Prophe  efs 
of  oid,  in  her  prophetic  Trances,  was  by  the  Power  of 
certain  Exhalations  breathing  from  fubterranean  Cavern?; 
for  all  thefe  Appearances  are  eafily  refolvable  into  the 
Power  of  Melancholy,  which  is  but  a  fort  of  natural 
Inebriation,  the  fame  Effects  being  produced  often  by 
Wine  ;  and  it  is  obfervable  that  fuch  high-flown  and 
bloated  Expreflion?,  Rapfodies  of  flight  and  lofty  Words, 
*nd  rolling  and  ftreaming  Tautologies,  which  fall  fromEr.- 

thufialh 
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thufiafts,  generally  happen  to  Perfons  before  they  are 
Mark  Mad.  % 

The  particular  Difpofition  of  the  Blood,  which  pro- 
duces this  Temper  of  the  Mind,  feems  to  be  the  Predo- 
minance of  adult  Melancholy,  well  impregnated  with 
Gall ;  the  firfl  gives  prefumptuous  Confidence,  and  the 
latter  Jnfolence  and  Impatience  of  Contradiction  ;  which 
if  it  prevails  fo  much  in  fpeculative  Queftions,  which  re- 
gard no  Man's  Profit  or  Power,  and  that  both  fides  agree, 
are  to  be  determined  by  the  Rules  of  Reafon  (infomuch, 
that  People  of  this  Complexion,  can  converfe  with  none 
but  of  their  own  Opinions,)  what  Havock  muft  it  make 
in  Matters  of  Religion?  Upon  which  Subject  .Imoft  all 
Mankind  feem  to  have  agreed  by  univerfal  Ccnfent  to 
talk  unintelligibly,  and  by  thac  Means  have  enu  avoured 
to  deftroy  or  take  away  the  only  Criterion  between 
Truth  and  Faifhood,  Religion  and  Superflition  ;  every 
fide  pretends  to  Vifions,  Revelations,  Miracles  and  My- 
fteries,  expect  to  be  believed  upon  their  own  Authority, 
and  purfue  all  who  dare  oppofe  them,  with  Vengeance 
and  Deftruction ,  as  perverfe  Unbelievers,  Heretics, 
Deifts  and  Atheifts ;  which  charitable  and  polite  Lan- 
guage is  promifcuoufly  given  by  and  to  all  Parties  and 
Factions  in  Religion. 

Though  at  fiift  Sight  it  appears  very  abfurd,  that  all 
Mankind  (hould  be  concerned  in  the  Vifions  and  Reve- 
lations of  two  or  three  Men,  when  few  of  the  fame 
Nation  or  Diftrict  can  know  their  Perfons,  fewer  their 
Sincerity,  and  whether  they  are  infpired  by  God,  are  de- 
ceived themfelves,  or  intend  to  deceive  others  ;  it  muft 
be  more  fo,  to  expect:  Nations  diftant  in  Situation,  Lan- 
guage and  Cuftoms,  to  leave  their  Affairs  and  Habitations 
to  hunt  after  Prophets,  Miracles,  and  Revelation  Mon- 
gers, or  give  Credit  to, the  fabulous  or  uncertain  Stories 
or  Legends  of  People  they  know  nothing  of,  when  we 
can  hardly  believe  any  thing  laid,  to  be  done  in  the  fame 
Town  or  Neighbourhocod,  and  fcarce  in  the  fame  Houfe, 
or  tell  a  Story  of  ever  fo  fimple  Particulars,  that  we  can 
know  again  when  we  hear  it ;  it  is  yet  more  ridiculous 
to  oblige  all  the  World  to  rake  into  the  Rubbifh  of  An- 
tiquity, to  learn  all  Languages,  examine  all  Syfteins,  and 

there- 
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thereby  difcover  ail  Impoftures,  Forgeries,  Interpola- 
tions, Errors  and  Miftakes,  or  elfe  mbmit  to  the  Guid- 
ance of  others,  who  are  neither  honefter  nor  wifer  than 
themfelves,  and  befides  have  an  Intereft  to  deceive  them  ; 
yet  the  true  Enthufiaft  fees  none  of  thefe  Difficulties, 
ftarts  at  no  Abfurdities ;  is  very  fure  that  he  has  received 
frequent  Revelations,  is  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  his  own 
Infpiration  and  Million,  and  expects  all  Mankind,  both 
now  and  hereafter  to  be  fo  too  ;  he  has  given  them  fuffi- 
cient  Notice,  by  promulgating  his  Doctrine  amongft  a  few 
that  he  canperfuade  to^ear  him,  and  condemns  all  the 
reft  as  obftinate  contumacious  Heretics,  and  wilful  Tranf- 
greflbrs  againft  Demonltration  and  evident  Light :  Aver- 
iion,  Pride  and  Fury  in  the  Shape  of  Zeal,  like  a 
mighty  Storm  ruffles  his  Mind  into  beating  Billows, 
and  boifterous  Fluctuations ;  at  laft  he  is  all  in  a  Rage, 
and  no  Church-Buckets  to  queRch  his  fiery  Religion,  Re- 
ligion and  the  Glory  of  God  drives  him  on  :  The  holy 
Enthufiarlic  longs  to  feaft  and  riot  upon  human  Sacrifices, 
turn  Cities  and  Nations  into  Shambles,  and  deftroy  with 
Fire  and  Sword  fuch  who  dare  thwart  his  Frenzy,  and 
all  the  while  like  another  Nero,  plays  upon  his  Harp  and 
fings  Te  Deum  at  the  Conflagration. 
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